Our Parishes Newsletter

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 6th September 2026 (A)

This Week’s Readings

First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9
Psalm 94(95):1-2,6-9
Second Reading Romans 13:8-10
Gospel Matthew 18:15-20

Parish Priest: Father Ned Wall
Retired Priest: Fr Bernard McDermott
The Presbytery, 164, Carrington Lane
The RC Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity No. 234025

Website: https://ourparishes.church



https://ourparishes.church

CONTACT DETAILS

All Saints

164 Carrington Lane
Ashton-on-Mersey
M33 5WL

Telephone:

0161 962 4444

Our Lady of Lourdes
Chapel Lane
Partington

M31 4EZ

Telephone:
0161 775 2905

Email:
our3parishes@gmail.com

Website:
https://ourparishes.church

NEXT WEEK'S
READINGS

First Reading

Ecclesiasticus 27:33-
28:9

Psalm
102(103):1-4,9-12

Second Reading
Romans 14:7-9

Gospel
Matthew 18:21-35

REFLECTION

Today's Gospel reminds us that to belong to the Church
is to belong to a community of brothers and sisters in
Christ. This means that being a Christian is not a private,
purely personal, affair. Our relationship with Jesus, with
God, depends on how we relate to other people, be they
members of our Family, or complete strangers. Many of
us are reluctant to involve ourselves in other peoples'
lives--sometimes this is good and wholesome,
sometimes it is not.

Today's Gospel advises us, in particular, to work towards
reconciliation, rather than resentment or punishment.
Being a Catholic means being concerned with the
relationship between God and ourselves, this is our
duty to save our souls. But the only way to save our
souls is to become a truly loving and caring person, as
part of a loving and caring community of people, united
in Christ. Love should be the help we give one another
in overcoming our own, and others, shortcomings.

When we Christians are all too human, and hurt one
another, it is not a matter of who broke the rules. We are
a Church an assembly of people gathered to do the work
of God. This work brings us together, every week,
around the table of the Lord, and sends us out to "renew
the face of the earth" by how we care for others.

"Whatsoever you do for the least of my brothers, (and
sisters) this you do unto me."

TODAY’S MASS

PSALM
O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts.’

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself,
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
Alleluia!



mailto:our3parishes@gmail.com
https://ourparishes.church
mailto:our3parishes@gmail.com

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 2026 SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER

At All Saints’ Parish Centre after 9.30am Mass we will be selling tea, coffee and
cakes for MacMillan Cancer Support. We will be selling raffle tickets. Each one of
us has a family member or a friend that has been affected by cancer. Please help
support this event with every penny raised helping MacMillan to be right there for
people living with cancer. We would like to dedicate this event in memory of our
dear friend Lindsey and remembering all those who have passed away or those
who are fighting and living with cancer at this time. As Pope Francis quoted, 'Take
care of God's creation. But above all, take care of people in need. 'We would love
you to join us at this event!

GREAT NORTH RUN FOR CAFOD

It is almost time for our parishioner Claire Gwyer to take on the Great North Run
half marathon in Newcastle for CAFOD on 13th September. Many thanks to all
who have already kindly sponsored her. She still needs a little bit more help to get
to the £350 target. If anyone would like to make a donation the link is

https://www.justgiving.com/page/clairegwyer-gnr26
FAMILY IN NEED

We have a family who desperately need a few single beds. If you can help please
let Fr. Ned or Denise Brereton know or you can email us. Thank you.

CHARITY AUCTION

This takes place on Friday 16th October. We are now appealing for items and
items for our raffle. Bottles, vouchers, perfumes, aftershaves, gift sets and new
items please. No used items. The proceeds will go towards our parish charity
'With Love, Steph' and the parish centre. If you have any items please drop them
to church or at the presbytery. This is always a great fun night so get the date in
your diaries!

LITTLE CHURCH - OUR LADY OF LOURDES

Thank you to all those who have signed up and have had your DBS check. We
will be starting this at the beginning of September. Leaders will always be needed
for this group, so if you are interested have a word with Josie Winsor or Martin
Moran and they will point you in the right direction.

MINISTERS DAY 17TH OCTOBER

For all ministers, Eucharistic, readers, welcomers and for all new ministers please
make sure this date is in your diaries as there will be part of the day that will be
based on practice for yourselves so it is important you attend. Some have asked
who Sr. Helen Costigane is. She is a Theologian, Canon Lawyer and lectures
some seminaries. She is also a great supporter of priests and religious rights and
obligations. She has led a few of these days now and also has a way of making it
fun too! So please have it in your diaries, Saturday 17th October 10am in the
parish centre.
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ST. MARTINS/ALL SAINTS' SOCIAL EVENT

We are organising two social events with St. Martins. They will be hosting the first
one on Saturday 26th September at 7pm. Light refreshments will be served, a
quiz and some entertainment will be on. We are now asking you to sign up as they
need an idea of numbers. The lists are at the back of church in the porch so
please sign up and support this.

TEA/COFFEE OUR LADY OF LOURDES

Once school re-opens, we will be starting teas/coffees once a month. If you can
help have a word with Margaret Wynne, she will be trialling it once a month to see
how it goes and dates will be published soon. If you are not sure who Margaret is,
then Martin or Josie will point you in the right direction.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES - PARISH COUNCIL

We would like to restart this again and so we ask for nominations from
parishioners to join our parish council. Nomination forms can be picked up from
the sacristy in the coming weeks. Please, if you are nominating someone, be sure
to ask them before you nominate. Completed forms may be placed in a box at the
entrance to church.

IMPORTANT DATES
Parish Council Meeting - Wednesday September 9th at 8pm (All Saints')

Parish Auction - Friday 16th October from 7pm.

Ministers Day - 17th October: Sr. Helen Costigane will once again be leading a
day for all ministers from 10am-1pm.

BIDDING PRAYERS

Thank you to those parishioners from both parishes who have now signed up to
write our bidding prayers. The prayers need to be dropped to your parish or
emailed to us by the Friday.

All Saints:
12th/13th September - Trish Booth
19th/20th September - D Barrett

Our Lady of Lourdes:
12th/13th September - Pat Fannon
19th/20th September - Caroline Fannon

MONDAY CLUB

This week we have Bingo.




CATHOLIC MOTHERS GROUP SOUTH MANCHESTER

Connect with other local mums for faith and fellowship. We meet monthly to chat
and pray the rosary while the kids play. For details, see the flyer or email Clare at:
catholicmotherssouthmanchester@gmail.com

MESSAGE FORM BISHOP MARK ON TERMINALLY ILL ASSISTED DYING
BILL

Please see attached a letter from Bishop Mark on the Terminally lll Assisted Dying
Bill, copies are also available at the back of church.
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News from Solihull

bernymcdermott@gmail.com

I was in Ireland recently for a short visit to the Columban headquarters in Navan near
Dublin. I met with fellow Columbans, some of whom whom | hadn’t met for many
years.

There is a well established custom in Columban circles we call ‘Happy Hour’ when
small groups come together informally, usually before supper at 6pm, when we gather
for a drink and share memories of our different mission experiences from countries
where we have been assigned.

Usually, someone will recall an experience they had from their years in Korea or Peru
which can trigger other memories from others in the group. Some can be amusing
and others less so or maybe a recollection of a deceased colleague.

| have often heard it said that we Columbans should write a book describing their
different mission experiences from the different countries and cultures where they
have worked.....it would be a ‘best seller’. There is so much richness that has been
and still to be shared from these personal recollections of people and places over
many years of missionary service.

| remember some years ago recalling the memory of Fr Pat Killeen, a Columban
priest from Co. Longford in Ireland. Pat had served in China for some years but,
because of World War 2, he was unable to go on overseas mission. He came to
England for a few years to our own diocese of Shrewsbury and served in the parish
of Sacred Heart, Moreton on the Wirral. He ministered in China for some years post-
war but following the communist revolution in China in 1950 Fr Pat was expelled from
China along with other missionaries and was then assigned to the Philippines where
| first met him in 1974.

| had recently arrived in the country and was studying the local language in the
Columban language school in the city of Ozamis on the island of Mindanao. The
Columban house in Ozamis was also the central house for Mindanao and most
priests stayed for the beginning of their journey for home leave or returning to mission
after home leave.

Fr Pat was on his way home to Ireland for a holiday after 8 years in his parish in the
mountains above the city of Ozamis. He left reluctantly we were told! and had stayed
overnight on Ozamis. As he came out of the house for his departure | noticed that he
was carrying a small bag not much bigger than a Tesco shopping bag. | went into the
house to collect his suitcase. There wasn’t one? and | asked him “Pat where is your
suitcase?” “Ah sure this’ll do” he replied, “I'll pick up a black suit in Manila at the
Columban House!!”. We accompanied him to the airport in Ozamis, which in those
days was little more than a cinder track and there was a crowd of people there ..most
of whom had walked for many hours from his parish in the mountains to say farewell
to their beloved parish priest. | was very moved by this experience which encouraged
me greatly at the start of my missionary service.



When he returned to the Philippines he was assigned to the island of Negros which
was many miles from Mindanao and | never met him again but the stories | heard
about the life of Fr Pat Killeen became the stuff of legend.

When he died we heard that he had suffered a heart attack in his parish and his
driver/companion had driven him to the hospital some 15 miles away. On the journey
to hospital Fr Pat took off his wrist watch and presented it to his friend. “| came into
this world owning nothing” he said “and | want to leave this world owning nothing”.

Reluctantly, his Filipino friend accepted this gift from Fr Pat which became a ‘relic’ in
that man’s home in Negros. He was buried wearing a ‘borrowed’ vestment and
hundreds of people attended his funeral.

Some years after his death a Columban who was on home leave from his parish in
Negros was visiting us here in Solihull. During Happy Hour one evening he recalled
a meeting he had with a woman who remembered Fr Pat Killeen. He had met her at
a funeral in a cemetery close to Fr Pat’'s grave and remarked that there were fresh
flowers on Fr Pat’s grave..Pat had been dead for many years but she replied “Father,
there are always fresh flowers on Fr Pat’s grave”.

A great man and a wonderful missionary ...May He Rest in Peace

Fr. Bernard.



Maeassage on the Terminally Ill Assisted Dying Bill returning to the House of
Commons

| write with some urgency to all the people of the Diocese, as for the third time in
little more than a decade, we face a threat to remove legal protections to permit
medically assisted suicide, with all the consequences for some of the most
vulnerable. | ask you to write to your Member of Parliament to urge them to oppose
a re-introduced Private Members Bill to be brought to the House of Commons on
Friday 11" September.

In 2015 a Bill to permit medically assisted suicide was overwhelmingly rejected by
the House of Commons. In 2024, a Bill with the same object of removing legal
protections from the sick and the aged, passed by a small margin in the House of
Commons and in June 2025, the same Bill completed its passage with even
narrower majority.

This Bill did not survive scrutiny in the House of the Lords due to the dangers it
posed and fell in the face of some 1,200 amendments and numerous concerns
raised by medical and professional bodies, those representing the disabled, and
organisations concerned with mental health and domestic abuse. | think you will
be incredulous that this Bill is now back in virtually unamended form. The
cuthanasia lobby will not easily give up its efforts to breach long-established
protections in our laws, and we must be as resolute and tireless in our own stand
for the value of every human life and the protection of those most vulnerable.

As Christians we oppose medical killing in principle. The sanctity of human life is
one of the great gifts which Christianity brought to human civilisation. However, in
writing to your Member of Parliament we need to also highlight the dangerous
consequences of this deeply flawed Bill becoming law. We need to point out with
many others the threat posed to some of the most vulnerable and the need for the
adequate provision of palliative care, seen in the wonderful work of our hospices.
Letus pray for all our Members of Parliament and that the threat of euthanasia (the
medical killing of the sick and the aged) be decisively rejected in the weeks ahead.

+ Mark

Bishop of Shrewsbury



The holiness of Dolly Parton
by James Martin, S.J. August 27, 2026

Dolly Parton performs in concert in Tokyo, July 30, 1979. Credit: AP Photo/
Tsugufumi Matsumoto

Like millions of others, | found myself surprisingly saddened, even to the point of
tears, by the death of Dolly Parton.

Of course, like those same millions of people, | was a huge fan of this woman with an
outsized musical talent. She was a regular voice on the radio from my earliest years;
| vividly remember eating cereal as a 13-year-old on a school morning and hearing
her plaintive cri de coeur, “Jolene,” on the pink, plug-in, Bakelite radio that sat atop
our kitchen counter. Around that time, | also remember catching her on “The Tonight
Show” with Johnny Carson, when | would kiss my parents good night, as they sat
propped up in bed watching Johnny and Dolly.

Dolly was a firm fixture in pop culture throughout my teenage years with tuneful hits
like “I Will Always Love You” and “Here You Come Again” in the 1970s. And a few
years later, “9 to 5” (the film but even more the song) summed up a whole era of office
work when | was working in an office myself.

Her gossamer voice spoke, or sang, for itself; but growing up, | was only dimly aware
of her prodigious writing talent: she composed over 3,000 songs, many of them
covered by other artists. And | enjoyed her sunny disposition and, especially, her
confidently pushing back against people who would reduce her to a cartoon. (See her
gently demolish Barbara Walters’ trademark “tough questions” with a smile.) She had
a way with words too, which could rival Oscar Wilde: “It takes a lot of money to look
this cheap” is one of my favorite lines that let you know she was in on the joke.

But only later in life did | become aware of her tremendous charity and big heart:
giving away thousands of books through her “Imagination Library” to children in need
(and babies: | love the idea of babies getting free books); offering charity to the people
in Sevier County, Tenn., her hometown; quietly helping a struggling singer or artist or
writer or anyone; and being an early supporter of the L.G.B.T.Q. community, when
that could prove deeply unpopular.

The universal mourning, | think, comes from that last quality, which you could call
charity or compassion and that | will call holiness.



Having read a few dozen retrospectives, what becomes obvious is a deep Christian
faith that led to tremendous kindness and charity, usually behind the scenes. So |
think one of the reasons that we mourn her so much is that holiness is naturally
appealing.

And that reminds me of someone else.

She would resist the comparisons, of course, but think of how often we find Jesus
being pursued by crowds. In the first chapter of the Gospel of Mark, for example, we
read of Jesus’s “fame” spreading throughout Galilee, and crowds waiting at his door
in Capernaum. Later he proves so popular that he has to “withdraw” from the crowds.

It's not just the healing that people wanted from Jesus. It was the innate, often
unconscious, desire to be near holiness: to be near compassion, near acceptance,
basically, near love. This is one reason people gravitated towards people like St. John
Paul 1l, St. Teresa of Calcutta and Pope Francis. Holiness calls to us. It's a quality of
the divine and is one way that God draws us closer.

| think we saw in Dolly Parton something more than talent, something more than wit
and something more than even charity; we saw holiness.

Thank you, Dolly, for helping me to see what it means to be a Christian. May you rest
in peace with the God you loved, honored and served so well.



Catholic aid worker in Nepal sees ‘long road’ to
recovery after ‘unprecedented’ disaster for region

-

by Gina Christian - OSV Nes Seember 1, 2026

A drone view shows people walking on a mud-covered road next to damaged
houses in Devighat, Nepal, Aug. 30, 2026, following deadly flash floods and
mudslides. Credit: OSV News Photo/Athit Perawongmetha, Reuters

(OSV News) — Devastation from Aug. 26 flooding and mudslides along the Nepal-
China border is staggering, and the road to recovery will be long, a Catholic aid
worker now on the ground in that nation told OSV News.

“What we are actually witnessing is unprecedented in these areas,” said Senthil
Kumar Gurunathan of Catholic Relief Services, the U.S. bishops’ official humanitarian
and development agency.

Gurunathan, CRS country representative for India, spoke with OSV News by phone
from Kathmandu hours after landing in Nepal’s capital to assist Caritas Nepal in
responding to the disaster. CRS and Caritas Nepal are part of Caritas Internationalis,
the Catholic Church’s global humanitarian agency network.

At least 955 people have been killed and over 4,470 remain missing following an Aug.
26 glacial collapse in Nepal’s Langtang National Park. Debris from the 5.2 magnitude
event flowed more than 60 miles, resulting in what the U.S. Geological Survey called
“catastrophic impacts downstream” in communities along the Trishuli and Bhote
Koshi rivers.

Video and photographs from the region show rapid surges of water and mud churning
through the river channels, sweeping away communities. Victims — many of them
part of tour groups and Hindu pilgrimages — include hundreds of foreign nationals
from some 32 nations, with some 85 Americans still missing.

Determining the number of casualties has been further complicated by the Chinese
government’s information restrictions in China and Tibet, which preclude access by
foreign journalists.

In his Aug. 30 Angelus address, Pope Leo XIV offered continued “prayers for those
affected by the terrible flood that struck Nepal and Tibet.

“Let us pray for those who have lost their lives, for the injured, those missing, for the
families and rescue workers,” said Pope Leo. “May the concern of everyone help to



alleviate the suffering and provide the necessary aid to the people affected.”

Gurunathan said that “villages and towns have been washed away,” and that “the
flood situation and the damage is still evolving.”

“We are very focused on the pressing needs, the essential needs,” which are “food,
water, sanitation and shelter,” said Gurunathan.

Getting such aid to those impacted by the disaster is a challenge, he admitted.

“Many of the main roads have been washed away, either fully or partly,” Gurunathan
said. “So what we are trying to do is to find alternative routes, working with local
people to see what are the existing motorable roads. These may not be the main
roads, but these are lifesaving roads, still intact.”

Gurunathan, whose agency has launched a donation campaign for relief efforts, said
his team is “also closely coordinating with the government” to “see how we can airlift
some of the relief material to those areas which are completely cut off, and where
there isn’t a road connection.”

The CRS and Caritas Nepal teams are “trying to assess the needs continuously,” he
added.

Longer-term efforts will continue to focus on “shelter,” “restoring water lines” for safe
drinking water and helping communities rebuild “their livelihoods,” he said.

” &

The agency is also committed to addressing the trauma inflicted by the disaster, said
Gurunathan.

“Focusing on mental health is going to be a key priority for us moving forward,” as part
of a “coordinated effort” with the Nepalese government, he said.

“It's going to be a long road for recovery,” said Gurunathan. “So | think it's going to be
important to actually express solidarity with the people affected in Nepal, and see how
we can help them rebuild their lives.”



Cile 1o

South Manchester
Connecting, mspmng and equipping
women in the vocation of

< " motherhood.
A },'frggﬁni‘ty for all Catholic mothers.

What we offer:
Community - in person & WhatsApp, offering
encouragement, connection & mutual support

Monthly ‘Play and Pray’ mornings - teq,
coffee and Rosary on Friday mornings
(all children welcome)

Evening and Weekend Events - for women
and for families.

We look forward to connecting with you, please
join our WhatsApp community using this QR:

&
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Pax Christi England and Wales

Are you committed to a world where people can live in
peace and withoul fear of violence?

Do you have the skills and experience to voice this
message lo people al all levels?

Pax Christi England and Wales are recruiting a new Ceneral Secretary
1o lead our small team, working with individuals, groups, parishes, the
Catholic hierarchy and the network of organisations who share our
values, including Pax Christi International, our mother body.

Based in London, we are open to some remote working and flexible
working hours; job share applications will also be considered.

If this sounds like you, or someone you know, we would love to hear
from you. Download the Job Description and Person Specification from
our website https://paxchristi.org.uk

To apply, please send your CV and a covering letler with your personal
statement (each no more than two A4 pages) to:

Treasurer@paxchristi.org.uk

Deadline for applications: midnight Wednesday 23rd September
2026

Interviews will be held in London on Thursday 8" October 2026

Please share this opportunity with anyone who might be interested.




Mass and Service Times this week

All Saints Our Lady of Lourdes

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday

5th September Spm Andy Lester No Service
9.30am Margaret & Carmel Broughal 11am Miss Kong Shuk Fan
Sunday
6th September | 5pm Michael Butler
7th _MM”MHKUQ No Service No Service
Tuesday No Service 7.30pm Glynn Family

8th September

Wednesday | 7.30pm

9th September Sr. Rosemary Dunne 12.15pm Requiem Mass Anne Rowark
Thursday . .
10th September No Service No Service
Sy 12pm Christine Massey No Service

11th September

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday

12th September 5pm Margaret & Arthur Stopford No Service

T1am Mrs Mary Upton
Sunday 9.30am Kathleen Dunne ry Up

13th September 5pm Agnes Diviney




