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This Week’s Readings

First Reading Jeremiah 20:7-9
Psalm 62(63):2-6,8-9
Second Reading Romans 12:1-2
Gospel Matthew 16:21-27
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CONTACT DETAILS

All Saints

164 Carrington Lane
Ashton-on-Mersey
M33 5WL

Telephone:

0161 962 4444

Our Lady of Lourdes
Chapel Lane
Partington

M31 4EZ

Telephone:
0161 775 2905

Email:

our3parishes@gmail.com

Website:
https://ourparishes.church

NEXT WEEK'S
READINGS

First Reading
Ezekiel 33:7-9

Psalm
94(95):1-2,6-9

Second Reading
Romans 13:8-10

Gospel
Matthew 18:15-20

REFLECTION

In today's Gospel, we hear how Jesus made it clear to
his Disciples that he was destined to go to Jerusalem
and suffer grievously at the hands of the Elders, the
Chief Priests and the Scribes, and be put to death, and
be raised again on the third day.This must have come as
a terrible shock to the disciples, not at all what they were
expecting! Furthermore, it would happen in Jerusalem-
the holy City. The Disciples must have felt very disturbed
and confused. So it is not surprising that Peter takes
Jesus to one side, speaking to him on almost equal
terms, "This must not happen to you". But turning to face
Peter, Jesus says, "Get behind me, Satan." These are
strong words, because, unwittingly, Peter is doing the
Devil's work, trying to steer Jesus away from the path
laid out for him by his Father. Clearly, the Disciples have
no idea what kind of Messiah King Jesus is.

Jesus will be a king, but he will be a king of love a king
who will rule by serving. Because he loves and serves
his followers, he will, if necessary, die for them.
Ultimately, the disciples will see that the death of Jesus

is the source of his greatest glory and power. For the
good of the world Jesus would suffer greatly,and on the
third day, following his cruel death, he would rise from
the dead."For the son of Man is going to come in the
glory of his Father, and when he does, he will reward
each one according to his behaviour"

TODAY’S MASS

PSALM
For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord, my God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, enlighten
the eyes of our hearts, so that we may know the
hope to which he has called us.
Alleluia!
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RETURN TO SCHOOLS

The summer now comes to an end and as you read this families, children,
teenagers and school staff are getting ready to return to our parish schools. Could
we wish them all the best and pray for them all as they begin another school year.

CHARITY AUCTION

This takes place on Friday 16th October. we are now appealing for items and
items for our raffle. Bottles, vouchers, perfumes, aftershaves, gift sets and new
items please. No used items. The proceeds will go towards our parish charity
'With Love, Steph' and the parish centre. if you have any items please drop them
to church or at the presbytery. This is always a great fun night so get the date in
your diaries!

PRIESTS AGAINST GENOCIDE

A new group has been formed called 'Priests Against Genocide' and here in our
online newsletter there is a press release and a letter that has been sent to our
Prime Minister, Andy Burnham. Please have a read of them both and hopefully
you might decide yourself to draft a letter to your MP or even the Prime Minister
and express your opinion of genocide. We need to stand up against this atrocity
now.

WARBURTON TOLL BRIDGE ACTION GROUP

Recently many feelings and concerns have been expressed surrounding Toll
Bridge penalties particularly those associated with Warburton Toll Bridge. It is not
possible to create a parliamentary petition specifically about a single local bridge.
A petition has been created that seeks a national solution by calling for
independent adjudication of private toll penalties giving motorists access to a fair
and impartial appeals process. Please sign the petition - _petition.parliament.uk/
petitions/772136

LITTLE CHURCH - OUR LADY OF LOURDES

Thank you to all those who have signed up and have had your DBS check. We
will be starting this at the beginning of September. Leaders will always be needed
for this group, so if you are interested have a word with Josie Winsor or Martin
Moran and they will point you in the right direction.

PARISH BBQ

Just a reminder, if you haven't signed up yet please do so. Again it just makes it
easier for catering purposes. For all involved in any of the two parishes please
sign up asap.

NEW EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS ROTA

The new rota is now available in the sacristy for you to collect your copy. Please
do so and rearrange cover for any date you cannot make, thank you.
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MINISTERS DAY 17TH OCTOBER

For all ministers, Eucharistic, readers, welcomers and for all new ministers please
make sure this date is in your diaries as there will be part of the day that will be
based on practice for yourselves so it is important you attend. Some have asked
who Sr. Helen Costigane is. She is a Theologian, Canon Lawyer and lectures
some seminaries. She is also a great supporter of priests and religious rights and
obligations. She has led a few of these days now and also has a way of making it
fun too! So please have it in your diaries, Saturday 17th October 10am in the
parish centre

TEA/COFFEE OUR LADY OF LOURDES

Once school re-opens, we will be starting teas/coffees once a month. If you can
help have a word with Margaret Wynne, she will be trialling it once a month to see
how it goes and dates will be published soon. If you are not sure who Margaret is,
then Martin or Josie will point you in the right direction.

ST. MARTINS/ALL SAINTS' SOCIAL EVENT

In the next few months we are organising two social events with St. Martins. They
will be hosting the first one on Saturday 26th September at 7pm. Light
refreshments will be served, a quiz and some entertainment will be on. We will be
asking you nearer the time to sign up as they may need an idea of numbers so
please do try and support this.

CAFOD SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Could you visit your local Catholic school to talk about the work of CAFOD? We
are looking for volunteers to deliver school assemblies and workshops and
inspire children and young people to make a difference and take action. For
further information please contact Anna Letizia on 07710 094449 or email
aletizia@cafod.org.uk

OUR LADY OF LOURDES - PARISH COUNCIL

We would like to restart this again and so we ask for nominations from
parishioners to join our parish council. Nomination forms can be picked up from
the sacristy in the coming weeks. Please, if you are nominating someone, be sure
to ask them before you nominate. Completed forms may be placed in a box at the
entrance to church.

READERS - OUR LADY OF LOURDES

A few of our readers have moved on and so we appeal to you all to come forward
and volunteer to be a regular reader. If you can sign up have a word with Martin
Moran or Josie Windsor. We no need a few more so please come forward.
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IMPORTANT DATES
Parish Summer BBQ - Friday September 4th 7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting - Wednesday September 9th at 8pm (All Saints')

Parish Auction - Friday 16th October from 7pm.

Ministers Day - 17th October: Sr. Helen Costigane will once again be leading a
day for all ministers from 10am-1pm.

BIDDING PRAYERS

Thank you to those parishioners from both parishes who have now signed up to
write our bidding prayers. The prayers need to be dropped to your parish or
emailed to us by the Friday.

All Saints:
5th/6th September - Alex Kinsella
12th/13th September - Trish Booth

Our Lady of Lourdes:
5th/6th September - Chloe Naworol
12th/13th September - Pat Fannon

MONDAY CLUB

This week bank holiday so no club.
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24 August 2026

The Rt Hon Andy Burnham MP
Prime Minister
10 Downing Street, London SW1A 2AA

Dear Prime Minister,

We are Catholic priests who minister in different parts of the UK. We belong to
an international group called Priests Against Genocide. It is a group which
includes two Cardinals, 26 Bishops and over 2,500 Catholic Priests and Deacons.

We were heartened to hear you describe what is happening in Gaza as “a scar on
our collective conscience.”

The Bible tells us: “Mercy and truth have met each other; justice and peace have
embraced. Truth has risen from the earth, and justice looks down from heaven”
(Psalm 85:10-11).

We write to ask that this meeting of mercy and truth, of justice and peace, be
reflected not only in your private faith but in the policy of your government.

We recognise, the steps the government has already taken: the partial suspension
of arms licences, the pause in trade talks, the sanctions imposed on individuals
linked to settler violence. These steps are so important

But we write because, set against the scale of what the UN has now formally called
genocide, they remain, in our judgement and that of many of your own
backbenchers, insufficient.



In June 2026, the UN’s Independent International Commission of Inquiry
concluded that Israeli security forces and authorities have deliberately targeted
Palestinian children, resulting in genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes in Gaza, and war crimes in the West Bank. Save the Children UK reports
that at least 265 children have been killed in Gaza since the October 2025 ceasefire
agreement and that Palestinian children remain among the most vulnerable to
death and injury from explosive weapons anywhere in the world.

You yourself said, on taking office, that the UK must “do more to put pressure on
the Israeli Government.” We ask that you now make good on those words. We
echo the call made by CAFOD, Save the Children UK and other aid agencies, and
we join the cross-party letter of 80 MPs and Peers, in asking your government to
take three concrete steps:

1. Recognise the UN Commission of Inquiry’s finding of genocide, and
implement the International Court of Justice’s ruling in full.

2. Ban trade with illegal Israeli settlements — as CAFOD’s current
petition to Trade Secretary Jonathan Reynolds MP asks, following the
lead already taken by Spain and Ireland — and suspend the UK-Israel
Trade and Partnership Agreement.

3. Impose a full arms embargo, including the export of British-made
components for F-35 fighter jets, and introduce comprehensive
sanctions against those responsible for these violations.

We were troubled to learn that the government has so far declined to act on any of
these demands and the Foreign Secretary’s first statement in office described,
“Russia’s illegal war in Ukraine” while referring to events in Gaza only as
“conflict in the Middle East.”

In writing to you now, our advocacy on behalf of the suffering people of Gaza is
not simply a political appeal, but an expression of our vocation as priests and the
Gospel call to stand alongside those whose rights and dignity have been so
seriously violated by the state of Israel.

As priests we make our appeal in the context of our commitment to the Gospel and
to the principles of Catholic Social Teaching. It goes without saying we are totally
opposed to any form of antisemitism. We are conscious too that Catholic Social
Teaching has been an important influence on your own political outlook and your
vision for a just world.



Given your value system you are uniquely placed at the head of this government,
to close the gap between what Britain says it stands for and what it is currently
willing to do.

We stand with you, a Prime minister who has been formed in the same Catholic
Social Teaching as ourselves. This issue is something over and beyond party
politics and we want to support you and any politician from any party; in
everything you try to do along the lines of that same teaching.

Please be assured, we are praying for you in our churches and individually as well.

Yours sincerely
On behalf of Priest Against Genocide - UK and Ireland

Father Denis Blackledge SJ., Dorset, wdb@)jesuits.net

Father Pat Browne, London, patbrowne@rcdow.org.uk

Father Gabriel Dolan SPS, Fermanagh, gdolan54@gmail.com

Father Anton Fernandopoulle, Liverpool, a.fernandopulle(@rcaol.org.uk
Father Joseph McCullough SPS, Surrey, jmccullough9@icloud.com
Father Ned Wall, Greater Manchester, our3parishes@gmail.com
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

J

Catholic Priests Write to Prime Minister Andy Burnham: Close the Gap Between What
Britain Says It Stands for and What It Is Willing to Do&quot; on Gaza

Priests Against Genocide UK and Ireland — including signatories from Liverpool,
London, Manchester, Surrey, Dorset and Fermanagh — call on the Prime Minister
torecognise the UN finding of genocide, ban trade with illegal settlements, and
impose afull arms embargo

LONDON, 24 August 2026 — A group of Catholic priests ministering across the
United Kingdom and Ireland, writing on behalf of the international network Priests
Against Genocide — which includes two Cardinals, 26 Bishops and more than 2,500
Catholic priests and deacons — has sent an open letter to Prime Minister Andy
Burnham urging his government to take decisive action on Palestine.

The letter welcomes the Prime Minister's own description of events in Gaza as "a scar
on our collective conscience," and acknowledges steps the government has already
taken, including the partial suspension of arms licences, the pause in trade talks, and
sanctions on individuals linked to settler violence. But the priests argue that,
measured against what the United Nations has now formally called genocide, these
measures remain insufficient.

The letter cites the UN's Independent International Commission of Inquiry, which
concluded in June 2026 that Israeli security forces and authorities have deliberately
targeted Palestinian children, amounting to genocide, crimes against humanity and
war crimes in Gaza, and war crimes in the West Bank. It also notes findings from
Save the Children UK that at least 265 children have been killed in Gaza since the
October 2025 ceasefire, and that Palestinian children remain among the most
vulnerable to death and injury from explosive weapons anywhere in the world.

Echoing calls already made by CAFOD, Save the Children UK, other aid agencies,
and a cross-party letter signed by 80 MPs and Peers, the priests ask the government
to take three concrete steps:

1. Recognise the UN Commission of Inquiry&#39;s finding of genocide, and
implement the International Court of Justice's ruling in full.

2. Ban trade with illegal Israeli settlements — as CAFOD&#39;s current petition to
Trade Secretary Jonathan Reynolds MP asks, following the lead already taken by
Spain and Ireland — and suspend the UK—Israel Trade and Partnership Agreement.

3. Impose a full arms embargo, including the export of British-made components for
F-35 fighter jets, and introduce comprehensive sanctions against those responsible
for these violations.



The letter also expresses concern that the government has so far declined to act on
any of these three demands, and notes that the Foreign Secretary's first statement in
office referred to "Russia's illegal war in Ukraine" while describing events in Palestine
only as "conflict in the Middle East."

The priests frame their appeal not as a partisan intervention but as an expression of
their vocation and of Catholic Social Teaching — a tradition they note has also
shaped the Prime Minister's own political formation. While affirming their total
opposition to any form of antisemitism, the signatories write that they stand ready to
support "any politician from any party" who acts in line with that same teaching, and
pledge to keep Mr Burnham in their prayers.

Media Contact:
Father Denis Blackledge SJ, Dorset, wdb@jesuits.net

Father Pat Browne, London, patbrowne@rcdow.org.uk

Father Gabriel Dolan SPS, Fermanagh, gdolan54@gmail.com

Father Anton Fernandopoulle, Liverpool, a.fernandopulle@rcaol.org.uk

Father Joseph McCullough SPS, Surrey, imccullough9@icloud.com

Father Ned Wall, Greater Manchester, our3parishes@gmail.com



https://wdb@jesuits.net
https://patbrowne@rcdow.org.uk
https://gdolan54@gmail.com
https://a.fernandopulle@rcaol.org.uk
https://%20jmccullough9@icloud.com
https://our3parishes@gmail.com
https://patbrowne@rcdow.org.uk
https://gdolan54@gmail.com
https://%20jmccullough9@icloud.com

In Assisi, Pope Leo urges young people to become
‘new saints’
by Courtney Mares, OSV News August 6, 2026

Pope Leo X1V high fives a young man at Piazza Santa Maria degli Angeli in Assisi,
Italy, Aug. 6, 2026, during the pope's pastoral visit to Assisi, which included a
meeting with young people. Credit: OSV News photo/Mario Tomassetti, Vatican
Media

(OSV News) — Pope Leo XIV traveled to Assisi Aug. 5 to celebrate the Jubilee Year
of St. Francis with 2,500 young people, urging them to become the “new saints” the
world needs today.

The pope celebrated Mass at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels on the feast of the
Transfiguration of the Lord for participants in the “Go! Franciscan Youth Meeting,” a
four-day gathering of young people ages 18 to 33 from across Europe. The basilica
was built on the site where St. Francis founded the Franciscan order.

“Dear young people, today Europe and the whole world are looking to you to be new
saints. Dare to believe in the word of the Gospel; become fully human with the
freedom of Jesus Christ,” Pope Leo said in his homily in the basilica that
encompasses the small chapel where St. Francis founded the Franciscan order.

“Unite the best energies of your magnificent humanity: your studies, skills, work,
friendships, love and prayer, so that you can bring Saint Francis’ vision to life in many
different ways,” he added.

The pope’s visit is part of the Church’s celebration of the 800th anniversary of St.
Francis’ death and coincides with the annual August celebration in which pilgrims
flock to the Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels to receive a plenary indulgence linked
to a mystical experience of St. Francis.

Pope Leo offers advice on vocation and discernment

The pope flew from Vatican City to Assisi by helicopter in the morning. Before Mass,
he met young people gathered in the piazza in front of the basilica and answered
some of their questions, offering advice about vocations and discernment.



He told them that “the deepest vocation, written in every human heart, is a call to
communion,” a truth he said sin can obscure. Thankfully, he added, every vocation is
also a journey toward redemption and healing.

“Jesus’ invitation to follow him reveals our own dignity and teaches us to honor the
dignity of others by placing our trust in them and proving ourselves worthy of their
trust,” Pope Leo said.

“This dynamic is so liberating that it deserves the wholehearted commitment of our
lives.”

Pope Leo also reflected on the instability of modern life, saying “the stability that once
characterized traditional societies is disappearing” and that a confused sense of
freedom can leave people feeling nothing is ever truly settled. In that environment,
the pope said, “the courage to make a definitive choice may well be the most
revolutionary act of all.”

‘Faith unmasks illusion’ problems can be solved by running away

“Faith unmasks the illusion that our problems can be solved by running away, or
abandoning our commitments, or taking a few steps along ever-changing roads
without ever truly arriving anywhere,” he said. “We may multiply our experiences, our
acquaintances and our possessions, yet remain in exactly the same place. The
human cost is immense, and the inner emptiness that follows is profound.”

Saying “yes” to forever, the pope added, “is a grace which God himself enables us to
respond to through our own fidelity, so that we may attain the fullness of life.”

Reflecting on his own personal vocation, Pope Leo said, “Looking back on my own
life, | can say that the Lord has never left me alone. He has always accompanied me,
often by placing people beside me with whom | could share the journey.”

“As a priest, as a member of the Augustinian community and as a missionary, | found
a light that has guided me to this very day.”

Mass at birthplace of Franciscan order

After speaking with young people in the piazza, the pope greeted representatives of
the Franciscan orders in the basilica’s cloister before celebrating Mass. The opening
procession began outside, where the pope blessed young people who followed the
Mass from the piazza under the summer sun.

Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, and Cardinal Angel
Fernandez Artime, the pro-prefect of the Dicastery for Institutes of Consecrated Life
and Societies of Apostolic Life, were among the concelebrants.

The Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels, built in the 16th century, encloses the
Porziuncola, a small chapel considered the birthplace of the Franciscan order, which
St. Francis founded in 1209.



The Porziuncola indulgence

The Porziuncola is one of the old chapels St. Francis worked to rebuild after a
mystical vision in which Christ, speaking from the crucifix at San Damiano, told him
to repair his Church. It was given to St. Francis to be the motherhouse of the new
order in 1211.

Each year during the first week of August, pilgrims to the basilica can receive a
plenary indulgence under the usual conditions linked to a mystical experience St.
Francis reported there in 1216, when he asked Christ to grant full remission of sins to
those who repented, confessed and prayed in the church. Pope Honorius Il granted
that indulgence at St. Francis’ request, and Pope Sixtus IV extended it to all
Franciscan churches in 1480.

During his homily, Pope Leo recited the well-known prayer “Lord, make me an
instrument of your peace,” noting that although it is often attributed to St. Francis, it
actually dates only to the last century.

Courage Francis showed in leaving familiar ways behind

He said St. Francis continues to draw people to him eight centuries after his death
because of the courage he showed in leaving familiar ways behind to follow a path
more consistent with that of Jesus, a choice that seemed “revolutionary” even in a city
that had been Christian for centuries.

“This is the energy of Christianity — the energy of its beginnings and of its many new
beginnings,” the pope said.

At the end of the Mass, Pope Leo entered the small Porziuncola chapel for a moment
of silent prayer before processing out of the basilica. He then returned to Vatican City
by helicopter.

Before departing, the pope told the young people he hoped their days in Assisi would
stay with them, and that their return home to their countries across Europe would be
marked by reflection and renewed commitment to Christ.

Assisi’s Bishop Felice Accrocca reflected, “We experienced an extraordinary day
thanks to the Holy Father’s visit.”

The pope’s invitation,” the bishop added, “urges us to reach out to others, to become
an ever more ‘outgoing Church,” especially toward young people, seeking them out
in their own places, at their own times, and in their own language, so that together we
may discover the power of Jesus and the Gospel and help them understand that
Christ is the only true hope.



”Lessons from the Berlin Wall for Trump’s
America: You can’t keep people in (or out) forever.
by James T. Keane August 11, 2026

Sections of the Berlin Wall are of the Wende Museum’s permanent collection in Los
Angeles, Calif. Credit: Isai Ramos on Unsplash

Sixty-five years ago this week, soldiers and engineers of the German Democratic
Republic began construction on the 20th century’s most infamous wall. Over the next
28 years, the Berlin Wall would become a symbol of the divisions between the
victorious nations of World War Il, and between capitalism and communism. For more
than 10,000 days, the wall would separate the residents of Germany’s largest city—
and, of course, would keep in any East Germans seeking to defect.

Like what remained of Germany itself after World War Il, Berlin was divided among
French, British, American and Soviet occupation zones, which eventually hardened
into eastern and western enclaves. While Berlin was a flashpoint for Cold War
tensions almost from the beginning—in no small part because it was surrounded by
what became East Germany and was susceptible to blockade—it also became one
of the primary routes for residents of East Germany to defect.

That changed in August 1961 with the construction of the Berlin Wall, which was
heavily fortified with watchtowers, anti-tank trenches and landmines, designed not
only to keep defectors in but to kill those who attempted to breach it (over 140 by
some estimates). A newly elected President John F. Kennedy and his Western
European allies objected strongly, but it was also the era of Nikita Khrushchev and
perhaps the peak of Cold War tensions: Francis Gary Powers had been shot down
the year before; the Cuban Missile Crisis was just a year away.

Many of America’s articles on the issue in 1961 were decidedly hawkish on the
question of American intervention to destroy the wall. Writing from Germany a month
after its construction, contributor Marcia L. Kahn observed that the “great wall erected
in Berlin by the Communists is starkly real. To drive along it is to drive along a city-
wide prison.” She quoted a German magazine editor who, she wrote, “had aged ten
years in eight months.” He was not optimistic:

Before August 13 we Berliners had a goal, a purpose. We were an island of freedom
to which others could escape. We were the show window of freedom for refugees
from the Communist zone. Now they can’t come over, and we have no purpose. We
are just isolated. We’ll become a living corpse.



In December of that year, the editors had sharp words for politicians who would
accept Khrushchev’s hints toward a peaceful solution. “Perhaps Mr. Khrushchev has
put the damper on his fire because he has decided that he cannot barbecue the West.
We don’t really care,” they wrote. “What we worry about is the sedative effect of a little
carrot-waving on the West. We fear that it may make our resolution vanish more
rapidly than Stalin’s statues.”

An article a few months later by contributor Christopher Emmet noted that “the failure
of America to act more vigorously caused bitterness among the people and in the
press of West Germany. These feelings gave rise to doubts and suspicions about
America’s future policy, on the assumption that our passive acceptance of the Wall
foreshadowed other and even more far-reaching concessions. All this is serious
because the battle for Berlin, now as during the airlift, is primarily a test of will and of
faith.” Many West Berliners, he noted, feared “that first Berlin, and then all of
Germany, will be abandoned by the Allies. Perhaps a prelude to just such a reaction
was the intense anguish in West Germany and West Berlin over the building of the
Wall and the shock expressed when the Americans did not act to tear it down.”

Writing in America in 2018, Antonio De Loera-Brust noted one irony: The sudden
construction of the Berlin Wall also offered a relaxation of some tensions between
East and West. “In a sense the wall can be said to have prevented a military
confrontation,” he wrote, “as it represented the Soviets’ giving up any hope of
reuniting Berlin under communist control. They would solve their problem of
emigration with a border wall instead.”

Military and political positions on both sides hardened, and soon the Wall was another
fact of the Cold War. In 1963, President John F. Kennedy became the first U.S.
president to visit the Berlin Wall, delivering his famous “Ich bin ein Berliner” speech.
Six years later, President Richard Nixon visited as well. In 1987, President Ronald
Reagan spoke at the Wall as well, challenging Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to
“tear down this wall.”

Mr. Gorbachev didn’t do it, but the end was near. Two years later, the East German
government announced that its citizens would be allowed to pass freely through the
Wall’'s defenses to West Berlin. The feeling for many prognosticators and pundits was
one of watching history suddenly taking place at triple speed. Writing two weeks later,
the editors of America had this to say in an editorial titled “Glasnost as Verb: To Open
A Wall”:

The week following Nov. 9, 1989, when the Berlin wall was officially opened, saw
journalists and diplomats alike struggling to come up with superlatives adequate to
the occasion and appropriate to their respective callings. Hedrick Smith, who has
spent years reporting on the Soviet Union, thinks it will be regarded as “the day the
Cold War ended.” Secretary of State James A. Baker 3d, tempering euphoria with a
modicum of restraint, calls it merely the most historic day since the end of World War
Il. Now that we have all had a chance to pinch ourselves and rub our eyes, the
momentous implications of Nov. 9 are coming clear.



Berliners from both sides swarmed the Wall in the days after Nov. 9; the following
June, shortly before the reunification of Germany and the collapse of the Eastern Bloc
and eventually the Soviet Union, bulldozers finished the job. Pieces of the Berlin Wall
can be found all over the world (including at my alma mater) as memorabilia and
monuments, reminders of a fraught era in world politics.

What lessons might we learn today from the sad history of the Berlin Wall? “Walls are
not a thing of the past,” cautioned De Loera-Brust in 2018. “The democratic optimism
ushered in by the end of the Cold War has been significantly tempered.” Nowhere
was that more clear in 2018 than in the United States, where President Trump’s first
term was defined in some ways by his plan to build a massive border wall between
the United States and Mexico.

It won’t work, wrote De Loera-Brust. It never does:

While building a wall to keep people in certainly reflects worse on a society than
building one to keep people out, the idea shares the delusion of the Berlin Wall, which
is that force can forever contain human aspirations. The circumstances that led to
both the rise and the fall of the Berlin Wall remind us that the instinct of the human
animal is always to move, to be free and to seek better, regardless of any divisions of
race, class, nationality or creed. Remembering the Berlin Wall, for all its horrors, also
represents remembering this enduring and universal truth.



Mass and Service Times this week

All Saints Our Lady of Lourdes
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
N%ﬂﬁ”ﬂﬂwﬂ Spm Nancy Mooney No Service
Sunday 9.30am Lorna Merrick 11am John Diggle
30th August 5pm Connie (Int)
ﬁmﬁ_smwﬂ_w.ﬁcmq No Service No Service
\_mﬁ._w_w_wﬁ.“ww\_om_. No Service 7.30pm Eucharistic Service
2 Somtemier | P Fran (Int) No Service
w.d._.m“_qomﬂmww_om_. No Service No Service
4th Mhﬁwﬂémq 12pm All Refuges No Service
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
mn:mwwﬂﬂmwcm_. Spm Andy Lester No Service
9.30am 11am Little Pat

Sunday
6th September

S5pm

Margaret & Carmel Broughal
Michael Butler




