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NEXT WEEK'S
READINGS

First Reading
Jeremiah 20:7-9

Psalm
62(63):2-6,8-9

Second Reading
Romans 12:1-2

Gospel
Matthew 16:21-27

REFLECTION

In our gospel today, Peter hit the jackpot when he
correctly answered this question of Jesus, “Who do
you say that | am?” But Jesus immediately told Peter
that it was not through his own intellect that he knew
Him. Because it was God who enlightened Peter to
know Jesus’ real identity.

We can perhaps relate with this statement of Jesus to
Peter: “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
heavenly Father (Matthew 16:17). Because there are
times that we boast as well about who we are and
what we know and have. Jesus reminds us that
everything is a gift and grace from God. Who we are
today or how successful we are today is God’s gift to
us. That's why we must not allow ourselves to be
carried away by our success no matter how immense.

The Catholic church that we have today was founded
by Jesus through Peter. Jesus did not do it because
Peter was the favored one or because Peter was
always in the thick of things in the life of Jesus. Peter
was chosen for the simple reason that it was the will
of God and not Peter’s will.

We must therefore stay humble and we must continue
to firmly plant our feet on the ground. No matter how
successful, intelligent and knowledgeable we are. For
everything is a gift from God and everything emanates
from God’s good will. - Marino J. Dasmarinas

TODAY’S MASS

PSALM
O Lord, your merciful love is eternal; discard not
the work of your hands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia
You are Peter, and on this rock | will build my
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.
Alleluia!
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G.C.S.E RESULTS

This weekend we pray and remember our young people who received their exam
results. We hope and pray for you all and for the next part of your journey. You are
all remembered and in our prayers.

LITTLE CHURCH - OUR LADY OF LOURDES

Thank you to all those who have signed up and have had your DBS check. We
will be starting this at the beginning of September. Leaders will always be needed
for this group, so if you are interested have a word with Josie Winsor or Martin
Moran and they will point you in the right direction.

PARISH BBQ

Just a reminder, if you haven't signed up yet please do so. Again it just makes it
easier for catering purposes. For all involved in any of the two parishes please
sign up asap.

NEW EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS ROTA

The new rota is now available in the sacristy for you to collect your copy. Please
do so and rearrange cover for any date you cannot make. thank you.

MINISTERS DAY 17TH OCTOBER

For all ministers, Eucharistic, readers, welcomers and for all new ministers please
make sure this date is in your diaries as there will be part of the day that will be
based on practice for yourselves so it is important you attend. Some have asked
who Sr. Helen Costigane is. She is a Theologian, Canon Lawyer and lectures
some seminaries. She is also a great supporter of priests and religions on rights
and obligations. She has led a few of these days now and also has a way of
making it fun too! So please have it in your diaries, Saturday 17th October 10am
in the parish centre

TEA/COFFEE OUR LADY OF LOURDES

Once school re-opens, we will be starting teas/coffees once a month,. If you can
help have a word with Margaret Wynne, she will be trialling it once a month to see
how it goes and dates will be published soon. If you are not sure who Margaret is,
then Martin or Josie will point you in the right direction.

ST. MARTINS/ALL SAINTS' SOCIAL EVENT

In the next few months we are organising two social events with St. Martins. They
will be hosting the first one on Saturday 26th September at 7pm. Light
refreshments will be served, a quiz and some entertainment will be on. We will be
asking you nearer the time to sign up as they may need an idea of numbers so
please do try and support this.

CAFOD SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Could you visit your local Catholic school to talk about the work of CAFOD? We




are looking for volunteers to deliver school assemblies and workshops and
inspire children and young people to make a difference and take action. For
further information please contact Anna Letizia on 07710 094449 or email
aletizia@cafod.org.uk

R.C.I.LA

We have a few people that have already signed up and the journey begins at the
end of September. It's never too late to add your name. This year we have over
11 catechists leading the journey along with Fr. Ned. So if you know someone who
might be interested point them in this direction or even encourage others to
maybe sign up.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES - PARISH COUNCIL

We would like to restart this again and so we ask for nominations from
parishioners to join our parish council. Nomination forms can be picked up from
the sacristy in the coming weeks. Please, if you are nominating someone, be sure
to ask them before you nominate. Completed forms may be placed in a box at the
entrance to church.

IDEAS FOR CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS - THANK YOU

Thank you to all those who replied for ideas for the church and improvements. We
will be discussing all these ideas at the next parish council meeting. We were
asked what is outstanding on our roof payment and we have actually asked the
diocese a few weeks ago for an update. The person who deals with this is on
annual leave so we await to hear from them. As soon as we do we will let you
know. Thank you

READERS - OUR LADY OF LOURDES

A few of our readers have moved on and so we appeal to you all to come forward
and volunteer to be a regular reader. If you can sign up have a word with Martin
Moran or Josie Windsor. We no need a few more so please come forward.

IMPORTANT DATES

Parish Summer BBQ - Friday September 4th 7.30pm

Parish Council Meeting - Wednesday September 9th at 8pm (All Saints')
Parish Auction - 16th October

Ministers Day - 17th October: Sr. Helen Costigane will once again be leading a
day for all ministers from 10am-1pm.
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SUNDAY COLLECTION - (NOT INC. SO)
Offertory:
All Saints: Sunday 16th August £948.50

Thank you for your generosity each week. To all who give envelopes, do standing
orders and to those who donate to the live stream. Live Stream services cost
£1,500 a year, so it is so important, thanks so much.

BIDDING PRAYERS

Thank you to those parishioners from both parishes who have now signed up to
write our bidding prayers. The prayers need to be dropped to your parish or
emailed to us by the Friday.

All Saints:
29th/30th August - Carole Partington

Our Lady of Lourdes:
29th/30th August - Martin Moran

MONDAY CLUB

DIOCESAN VACANCIES

Exciting new vacancies have arisen within the Diocese. The Shrewsbury Youth
Mission Team (SYMT) are recruiting for a Programme Coordinator and Team
Member; both roles are full time based in Stockport. The Curial office is also
looking to recruit an Accounts Assistant, full time, based in Birkenhead. CV’s to be
sent to Pauline McCulloch recruitment@dioceseofshrewsbury.org Closing date:
Friday 18 September. Further details for all vacancies can be found on the
Diocesan website using this link https://dioceseofshrewsbury.org/careers
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News from Solihull

bernymcdermott@gmail.com

Apparently, if you don’t understand Al then ‘you are not with it. Well | don’t
understand Al and so | have to admit that ‘Il am not with it!"" | am sure many of you
who are not computer savvy can identify with my feelings about Al.

Pope Leo wrote an Encyclical Letter Magnifica Humanitas earlier this year warning
the world of the dangers of technology getting out of control and the need to
safeguard the human person in the time of Artificial Intelligence.

On 25th May 2026 A large group of distinguished theologians from around the world
presented Pope Leo’s first encyclical letter in the Vatican’s Synod Hall.

Following the launch event, Professor Anna Rowlands, theologian and professor at
Durham University reflected on this significant day and what it means for the Church
and for the world.

It is a very detailed and technical document but some of the key ideas include the
importance of protecting the dignity of the human person which should form the
criteria for guiding technical progress.

The commitment to safeguarding humanity in the age of artificial intelligence is seen
as a shared responsibility between those responsible for its development and those
concerned for the future of humankind in the light of Al, including the Catholic Church.
No technological transformation can be fully embraced without a change of heart and
without a concrete commitment to justice, solidarity and care for the most vulnerable.
History is described as a work still in progress, a work-site where nothing is
definitively complete and in which everyone is called to play a part.”

Bishop Daniel E. Flores from Cameroon wrote his own reflection on Pope Leo’s
encyclical part of which is as follows:-

“The words of the pope should not be reduced to a program of dogmatic definitions
and generated summaries. ...the Church cannot be separated from our attentiveness
to the shepherd given to us by Christ.(Pope Leo) In our increasingly dehumanising
world, the pope’s voice is a formative one., and it rightly signals for the whole church,
how the gospel of Christ is also a gospel that upholds and defends the dignity of the
delicate human person”.

Over the years | have found that the insights of Sr. Redempta a Columban sister, in
her column in “The Far East’ magazine have helped me a lot in my own reflections.
She wrote a reflection one month entitled ‘Paying Attention’ which was a critique of St
Paul’s preaching to the People of Athens during one of his journeys to the Gentiles.
She describes how Paul received a ‘mixed reception’ to his message. Only a small
number of people joined Paul and came to believe in Jesus. The maijority of people
were caught up in the transient happenings of everyday life in Athens.

Unlike those people of Athens, we pay little attention, not because the story is strange
but because it is so familiar. We think we know all about life and death and
resurrection of Jesus and so what?


mailto:bernymcdermott@gmail.com

Many of us prefer to go in search of today’s ‘strange notions’, or ‘new notions’ ; those
sound bites we tune into at the touch of a button. How it is that the extraordinary
freshness and beauty of the Christian story so often palls before the glittering
narrative of the modern age?

Finding the balance between words and silence has always been a challenge but
never more so than today. Unless we ‘come apart’ as Jesus urged, and take time to
to sit in silence and prayer we are in danger of not hearing the essential.

What St Paul’s conversations with the people of Athens has to do with our response
to Al I am not too sure, but our search after ‘new notions’, and Al is certainly a new
notion and we would do well to heed the words of Pope Leo in protecting the dignity
of the human person in whatever way we can.

Fr Bernard
10th Aug 2026



Paragraph 176 of ‘Magnifica Humanitas’ and Pope
Leo XIV’s apology for the enslavement of African
people

by Edward K. Braxton August 10, 2026

Pope Leo X1V prays during a visit to the archaeological site of Hippo in Annaba,
Algeria, April 14, 2026. Credit: CNS photo/Lola Gomez lllustration: America Media

Tucked well into the second half of the new papal encyclical “Magnifica Humanitas”
(“Magnificent Humanity”) is one paragraph rather different from the rest. In Paragraph
176 of a document largely about artificial intelligence, Pope Leo XIV asks forgiveness
for the Catholic Church’s approval of the enslavement of African people.

Those who only skim papal documents might overlook this paragraph, unaware of its
landmark significance. In the midst of his timely, extensive reflections on artificial
intelligence and its potential for the good of humanity (or to bring about new forms of
slavery), the pontiff formally asks forgiveness for the institutional church’s official
sanction of human slavery. In the American context, this involved transporting as
many as 12 million West African human beings in the Middle Passage across the
Atlantic Ocean to the Americas in subhuman conditions.

Many served as “beasts of burden” in chattel slavery on the plantations of the
American South, part of a system that created great wealth for plantation owners and
disenfranchised a whole community of people. The negative consequences of that
era continue to affect people of color in the United States today. It is regrettable that
some Americans of European descent argue incorrectly that all of these negative
consequences have been overcome and that those who think contemporary “white
privilege” is real and linked to slavery are clinging to obsolete grievances. They would
do well to read Edward E. Baptist's important book on the subject, The Half Has
Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of American Capitalism.

Pope Leo’s formal apology and plea for forgiveness is long overdue. It is important
not only for African Americans but also for all Americans and the people of Africa, the
continent where the Catholic faith is growing faster than any place else in the world.
Hopefully, it is not too late for the pope’s words to have a significant positive impact
on the church and the people of the United States.

“In the development of her doctrine, the Church has gradually come to a deeper
awareness of the gravity of these issues,” Leo writes in Paragraph 176.



“It is true that past events cannot be judged anachronistically, as though the moral
criteria that matured over time had always been available. Yet neither can we deny or
diminish the delay with which both society and the Church came to denounce the
scourge of slavery.”

The Holy Father continues:

In antiquity and the Middle Ages many individuals and even ecclesiastical institutions
had slaves. Already in the early modern period, the Apostolic See of Rome,
responding to requests from Sovereigns, intervened several times in order to regulate
and legitimize forms of subjugation, and, in certain cases, the enslavement of
“infidels.” It was only in the nineteenth century that a formal, absolute and universal
condemnation of slavery was clearly articulated, notably under Pope Leo XIII.

Many Africans, African Americans and other Catholics may feel compelled to ask:
Why is this extremely important statement inserted in a lengthy examination of the
challenges posed by the brave new world of artificial intelligence? Does putting it
there run the risk of it going unnoticed? Why does this critical paragraph speak of
“slavery” as if it existed in a vacuum, with no mention of Africa or African Americans?

Slavery in the United States

Archbishop John Carroll, the first bishop of Baltimore, owned enslaved people on his
plantation in Maryland during the years he served. When he established Georgetown
University, he approved using enslaved people to erect campus buildings. Carroll
informed the Holy See about the large number of enslaved people in his diocese. But
the Vatican did not condemn the practice—which, at the time, was common among
land-owning Catholics in the United States.

The Jesuits of the Maryland Province, which included Georgetown University, owned
enslaved people until 1838. Georgetown might not have survived without the money
earned by their plantations and the eventual sale of 272 enslaved people to a
plantation in Louisiana, one of the largest mass sales of human beings in American
history. This history was all but forgotten until 2004, when the Georgetown Memory
Project and the Jesuits began to identify more than 10,000 descendants of those who
had been enslaved. In 2019, the GU272 Descendants Association and the Jesuit
Conference of Canada and the United States committed to work together to establish
and begin to fund the Descendants Truth & Reconciliation Foundation in order to help
heal the wounds of this moral atrocity.

In 1857, Roger B. Taney, the chief justice of the Supreme Court and a devout Catholic
who owned enslaved human beings, wrote the infamous majority opinion in Dred
Scott v. Sandford. He ruled that since enslaved and free Africans were not citizens of
the United States, they could not sue in federal court, and that Congress had no
constitutional authority to prohibit slavery in federal territories, since Africans in
America were “beings of an inferior order” with “no rights which the White man was
bound to respect.” Therefore, Dred Scott and his wife, Harriet, were declared to be
someone else’s property even though they lived in the free state of lllinois.

The chief justice may have thought the Dred Scott ruling would end the national
debate concerning slavery.



But in fact, it polarized the nation and led many Americans to question the credibility
of the Supreme Court. The backlash strengthened the fledgling anti-slavery
Republican Party, paving the way for Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860. Some
historians argue this gravely immoral, anti-Christian decision was the catalyst for the
Civil War.

Unfortunately, the Vatican did not condemn the Dred Scott decision. At that time, the
Holy See and the bishops of the United States did not oppose the institution of human
slavery. Some church leaders even argued that earlier papal decrees gave church
approval to certain forms of the practice. Nor did the church definitively condemn
human slavery until Pope Leo XlII's encyclical “In Plurimis” in 1888.

In 1999, when St. John Paul Il visited the Archdiocese of St. Louis (where the Dred
Scott case originated), he unambiguously condemned the ruling as a profound moral
failure. In 2018, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, in the pastoral letter “Open
Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love,” condemned the Dred Scott decision as
a flaw at the foundation of the country’s relationship to people of color, a shameful
judicial milestone and a tragic example of denying the dignity and value of every
human person.

In “Magnifica Humanitas,” The Bishop of Rome concludes Paragraph 176 with the
following:

[TIhere has been a continuous affirmation throughout history of the dignity of every
human being, created in the image of God, even if it took eighteen centuries for its full
incompatibility with slavery to be explicitly recognized. This constitutes a wound in
Christian memory, one from which we cannot consider ourselves detached. It is
impossible not to feel deep sorrow when contemplating the immense suffering and
humiliation endured by so many in stark contrast to their immeasurable dignity as
persons infinitely loved by the Lord. For this, in the name of the Church, | sincerely
ask for pardon.

The Holy Father’s own words might spur the reader to ask further questions: If the
church has actually affirmed through the centuries the dignity of every human being
created in the image of God, how it is possible that it took 1,800 years for the church
to recognize the obvious fact that the enslavement of African people was
incompatible with this perennial truth? How is it possible that Roger Taney, a devout
Catholic, could describe Africans as “beings of an inferior order’? What was lacking
in his Catholic formation and that of his contemporaries?

Different outcomes

“Magnifica Humanitas” was signed on May 15, 2026, the 135th anniversary of “Rerum
Novarum,” Pope Leo XllII's consequential encyclical establishing modern Catholic
social teaching in the midst of the Industrial Revolution. But what if Pope Leo XlII's
1888 encyclical “In Plurimis” had done more than condemn slavery as a violation of
the Christian doctrine of the equality of all people? What if in 1878, at the beginning
of his long pontificate, Leo Xlll had forcefully condemned human slavery, decreed
that any Catholic involved with the sin and heresy of slavery would be
excommunicated and, in the name of the church, sincerely asked for forgiveness for
the institutional church’s legitimization of slavery?



Of course, we must acknowledge that Leo Xlll was a man of his time and his vision
allowed him to see only so far. However, what a difference it would have made for the
descendants of enslaved people and for the church in the United States if he could
have seen much further. What if Leo Xlll had stressed the sinfulness of slavery and
racism throughout his pontificate and made it clear to the bishops of the United States
that as leaders of the Catholic Church, they were morally obliged to make these
Catholic moral teachings as forcefully clear to Catholic clergy, religious and laity as
the bishops and priests today forcefully teach the grave immorality of abortion?

If Leo XIII had done that, perhaps Roger Taney would have recanted his repulsive
1857 Dred Scott decision. Perhaps the majority of Catholics would have vigorously
opposed post-Civil War Jim Crow laws, discrimination in employment, racially
segregated neighborhoods, segregated Catholic parishes and schools, segregated
orders of religious sisters, and the exclusion of African Americans from diocesan
seminaries and from the priesthood and the episcopacy. Perhaps they would have
rejected unions led by Catholics that excluded people of color. Perhaps they would
refuse to support segregated sports teams.

If the moral truth that racial prejudice is a sin and a heresy had been consistently
taught in Catholic schools and preached effectively from the pulpits of Catholic
churches, Catholic people might not have participated so readily in “white flight” as
soon as an African American family moved into their neighborhoods. Perhaps
Catholic legislators and judges would not have supported laws that prevented African
Americans from exercising their right as citizens to vote.

(This right has been undermined anew by recent Supreme Court decisions. On June
25, 2013, Chief Justice John Roberts, a Catholic, wrote the majority opinion in Shelby
County v. Holder, which struck down Section 4(b) of the Voting Rights Act as
unconstitutional. On April 29, 2026, the chief justice voted with the majority in the
Supreme Court’s 6-to-3 ruling in Louisiana v. Callais, disregarding decades of
precedent by all but eliminating Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, which limits
protection against discriminatory redistricting.)

If all that had happened, many African American people would have felt welcome in
the Catholic Church rather than seeking their spiritual homes in Baptist churches and
establishing the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Because of this painful history,
when we ask why there are so few African American Catholics, it must be
acknowledged that the real question is this: How can there be so many?

By engaging the world of Silicon Valley and the whole human family in a serious
conversation about artificial intelligence, the most astounding technological
development in our time, the first American pope’s encyclical is a bold effort to
continue the mandate of the Second Vatican Council’s “Pastoral Constitution on the
Church in the Modern World” (“Gaudium et Spes”). We hope and pray that those with
eyes to see will see what the pontiff has written in Paragraph 176 and grasp its far-
reaching implications.

On Wednesday, July 29, 2026, after a Global Concert for Peace at Borgo Laudato Si’
in the gardens of the papal summer residence in Castel Gandolfo, Pope Leo XIV
made his first public comments about his ancestry in response to a question from
NBC News anchor Tom Llamas.



“I come from a family of immigrants,” he said. “On my mother’s side, we have people
who were both slaves and slave owners.”

The fact that enslaved African people were a part of his background was first brought
to light by the research of the New Orleans genealogist Jari Honora and Henry Louis
Gates Jr. of Harvard University. According to this research, the pope’s maternal
grandparents, Joseph Martinez and Louise Baquié, were identified in historical
records as Black and lived in New Orleans’s Seventh Ward, one of the oldest
communities of Creole and Black Catholic people in the United States. These records
show that 17 of his ancestors were described as Black, Creole, mixed-race or free
people of color.

This history gives Paragraph 176 of “Magnifica Humanitas” an added significance—
not because of any implications concerning the pope’s personal racial identity, but
because it suggests a familial link between him and the African and African American
peoples about whom he writes in the paragraph. There is now a profound personal
dimension to his remarks about the Catholic Church’s sad pro-slavery record as “a
wound in Christian memory.” Now that he has spoken about his family’s connection
to human slavery, there is a new poignancy to his words when he apologizes and
asks the world to forgive the church for centuries of moral blindness.

There is a paradox in all of this: It is happening at a time when voices in the U.S.
federal government are expressing a desire to diminish the acknowledgment of the
country’s painful racial history of enslaving free human beings. Would Paragraph 176
have a greater impact if it had been issued as a more fully developed, stand-alone
document or expanded as a part of the Holy Father’s July 4, 2026, letter to the
American people marking the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States?



Read: Pope Leo’s message for the World Day of
Migrants and Refugees
by Pope Leo XIV August 14, 2026

A

Pope Leo X1V blesses a child at the Plaza del Cristo de La Laguna, Tenerife,
Canary Islands, Spain, June 12, 2026, during his apostolic journey to Spain. Credit:
OSV News photo/Yara Nardi, Reuters

The following is the text of Pope Leo XIV’s message for the World Day of Migrants
and Refugees.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Each year the World Day of Migrants and Refugees invites us to turn our attention to
different aspects of the complex phenomenon of migration. For this 112th World Day,
the theme, “Even just one of these children,” draws our attention to the minors directly
involved in the experience of migration and flight, to the care owed to them, and to
the Lord’s promise that “whoever receives one such child in my name receives me”
(Mk 9:37).

Displaced minors: a complex reality of vulnerability

Minors are the most vulnerable group within the global movements of migration. They
are concrete faces, who have unique stories, and call on our conscience. Every year,
millions of children and adolescents are forced to leave their homeland because of
war, poverty, violence, environmental disasters and other tragedies. Sadly, their
number continues to grow. The economic, political and military consequences of this
disaster are immense. The suffering of migrant children does not end with their
relocation. There are very young children who have lost parents, brothers, sisters and
friends, and who have witnessed unspeakable acts of violence. Others, separated
from their families for long periods, try to reunite with them while enduring the anguish
of separation. There are also minors who make the journey together with their
parents, yet are exposed to extreme and traumatic conditions. Finally, we cannot
forget the tragic situation of those separated from their parents because of
repatriation.

To this already appalling situation are added further tragedies: deaths along migration
routes, trafficking and exploitation, the recruitment of minors for use in armed
conflicts, sexual violence, forced marriages, and the atrocities they have suffered or
witnessed during their travels. Their dignity is trampled upon in countless ways.



In his Message for the 2017 World Day of Migrants and Refugees, dedicated to the
theme “Child Migrants, the Vulnerable and the Voiceless®, Pope Francis recalled that
migrant children “in a threefold way are defenceless: they are children, they are
foreigners, and they have no means to protect themselves. | ask everyone to help
those who, for various reasons, are forced to live far from their homeland and are
separated from their families.”

Yet, amid so much darkness, the light of solidarity is not lacking. Individuals, families,
civil institutions and ecclesial communities choose not to pass by on the other side
(cf. Lk 10:29-37). We think of the families who open the doors of their homes in order
to restore to these children the warmth of a family hearth; the educators who serve in
reception centers; the volunteers and aid workers who each day devote themselves
to healing the invisible wounds of these little ones along migration routes and in our
cities. They bear witness through their commitment that love can overcome
indifference.

Even just one of these children

Before this tragic reality, my thoughts turn to the words of Jesus that profoundly
challenge our consciences: “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives
me” (Mt 18:5). It is not a question of numbers or statistics. The Gospel invites us not
to calculate: even one. Every child, every human being, possesses an infinite dignity.
Each is created in the image and likeness of God (cf. Gen 1:26); each is a presence
of the Lord. Before every migrant child, we are called to make an act of humanity and
faith, for we are able to welcome and encounter the Lord. This call becomes even
more pressing in the light of another of the Lord’s affirmations in the Gospel of
Matthew: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Mt 25:35).

Sadly, migrant children are more easily ignored, because they lack adults capable of
protecting and supporting them. It is necessary, then, to intervene in their countries of
origin in order to remove the causes that compel them to flee, while at the same time
offering protection and welcome in the countries of transit and destination. The cry of
displaced children rises to God today, just as did the cry heard in the Book of Exodus:
“I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; | have heard their cry on
account of their taskmasters. Indeed, | know their sufferings, and | have come down
to deliver them” (Ex 3:7—-8). God hears their cry and, in order to bring about liberation,
he forcefully appeals to the conscience and action of each one of us, just as he did
with Moses. We cannot remain indifferent, nor can we become accustomed to such
suffering.

An appeal to the responsibility of all

Even just one of these children calls each one of us, in our personal lives, to open our
eyes and heart to a profound listening to his or her story, fears and dreams,
overcoming that detachment which reduces the human person to a statistic that does
not directly concern us. It is an invitation to recognize the dignity of each child, even
before considering the condition of being a “migrant,” and to safeguard his or her
fundamental rights: the right to life, education and a standard of living that enables full
physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.



Even just one of these children calls us, in the life of the Church, to transform
welcoming from an abstract concept into a stable pastoral practice. We cannot simply
delegate this task to institutes or associations endowed with a particular charism.
Before the concrete faces that confront us in daily life, the entire Christian community
is called to regard these children as its own sons and daughters, and to engage with
the concrete story of each one of them. Christian communities should be encouraged
to promote the integration of refugees and migrants and to value them as full
members of the ecclesial family, fostering new educational and spiritual paths,
including personalized ones, which go beyond the mentality of mere assistance. In
particular, it is essential to prevent the solitude, isolation and rejection that not
infrequently also affect the children of migrants; and to promote opportunities for
encounter and integration in which local young people and young migrants can
support each other along a path of mutual respect, solidarity and friendship.

Even just one of these children, within the horizon of the different religions, reminds
us that the vulnerability of the young knows no religious boundaries and unites us in
a shared humanitarian and spiritual responsibility. This becomes fertile ground for a
concrete interreligious dialogue, in which believers, drawing upon their own sense of
transcendence, cooperate in weaving networks of protection. Faith communities are
called to create spaces in which every boy and every girl is respected and valued in
his or her own cultural identity, thereby preventing the risk of radicalization by
extremist groups. Ultimately, to protect a child is to safeguard the divine image
imprinted within him or her.

Even just one of these children, in the context of civil institutions, calls us to reaffirm
the principle of the best interests of the child. Public and private institutions are bound
to prioritise the protection and dignity of every single child and adolescent. This
requires the adoption of effective legal instruments of protection, the promotion of
family reunification, and the prevention of the trauma caused by separation. An
urgent change of perspective is needed: the focus of the debate must shift from the
mere management of migration to the full and immediate protection of human rights,
adopting “a coordinated, supportive and effective response, capable of guaranteeing
protection, welcome and genuine opportunities for integration to those who migrate”
(Address to the Spanish Parliament, Madrid, 8 June 2026).

Let us entrust migrant and refugee children to the maternal protection of the Blessed
Virgin Mary who, together with Saint Joseph and the child Jesus experienced the
cruelty of Herod’s violence and the tragedy of exile in Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-15). May she
accompany their steps and help our communities to become living and credible signs
of the Gospel.
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Mass and Service Times this week

All Saints Our Lady of Lourdes
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday . .
22nd August Spm Barrett Family No Service
Sund 9.30am Freda & Ged Manning & Family 11am William Horner
unday .
23rd August 5pm Mike Ward
Monday . .
24th August No Service No Service
Tuesday . . .
25th August No Service 7.30pm Valentine Family
Wednesday 11.15 Funeral Service: Muhib-Al-Amiry No Service
26th August | 7.30pm Coral (Int)
Thursday . .
27th August No Service No Service
Friday - .
28th August 12pm Agnes Diviney No Service
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday .
29th August Spm Nancy Mooney No Service
9.30am Lorna Merrick Tam John Diggle
Sunday
30th August

5pm

Connie (Int)




