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NEXT WEEK'S
READINGS

First Reading
Isaiah 22:15, 19-23

Psalm

138(137):1-2a. 2bc, 3.
6, 8bc. R8bc

Second Reading
Romans 11:33-36

Gospel
Matthew 16:13-20

REFLECTION

In today’s Gospel we have the account: This
significant meeting is not only between two pregnant
women but also the meeting of the precursor, St. John
the Baptist, and the Saviour, Jesus Christ. It
culminated in Mary’s, her statement of praise and faith
in God who had fulfilled His promise and gifted her
with the gift of the motherhood of God.

The Catholic teaching states: “On 1 November 1950,
in the Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus Deus
Pius XlI the Assumption of Mary as a dogma:

By the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the
Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and by our own
authority, we pronounce, declare, and define it to be a
divinely revealed dogma: that the Immaculate Mother
of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the
course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul
into heavenly glory.” Mary assumed into heaven as
the culmination of her earthly life and the beginning of
her eternal life. It was the expected result to her
exemplary life of faith, hope, and love. Made full of
grace by virtue of her bearing Jesus and living a life of
perfect obedience and discipleship, her entry into
heaven, body and soul, provides hope and inspiration
to all Christians. We may not be the Virgin Mary but
we have been graced by virtue of our baptism and
nourished by the sacraments. Mary was human like
us. She was subject, too, to a lot of temptations and
challenges in trying to live a life faithful to God. She
endured and was successful. Her faith prevailed over
her wants. Her love of God triumphed over her
weakness. Her hope was strong amidst threats and
dangers. She was a woman to behold. Her Magnificat
belied her perceived weakness. She knew her
salvation history. Much more, she knew her God.

Let us also reflect on how God had acted in our life.
Like Mary, hopefully we will see and recognize His
faithfulness to His promises to us. And when we are
also faithful, we will also have our own "assumption.”
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TODAY’S MASS

PSALM
On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia
Mary has been taken up into heaven;
the host of angels rejoice.
Alleluia!

A LEVEL STUDENTS

For all those students that this week received their A level results, best wishes to
you all and prayers and blessings for the next part of your journey whatever or
wherever that may be. You go with our prayers and best wishes and we keep in
mind all those who await their GCSE results.

TEA/COFFEE OUR LADY OF LOURDES

Once school re-opens, we will be starting teas/coffees once a month,. If you can
help have a word with Margaret Wynne, she will be trialling it once a month to see
how it goes and dates will be published soon. If you are not sure who Margaret is,
then Martin or Josie will point you in the right direction.

ST. MARTINS/ALL SAINTS' SOCIAL EVENT

In the next few months we are organising two social events with St. Martins. They
will be hosting the first one on Saturday 26th September at 7pm. Light
refreshments will be served, a quiz and some entertainment will be on. We will be
asking you nearer the time to sign up as they may need an idea of numbers so
please do try and support this.

CAFOD SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Could you visit your local Catholic school to talk about the work of CAFOD? We
are looking for volunteers to deliver school assemblies and workshops and
inspire children and young people to make a difference and take action. For
further information please contact Anna Letizia on 07710 094449 or email
aletizia@cafod.org.uk

R.C.LA

We have a few people that have already signed up and the journey begins at the
end of September. It's never too late to add your name. This year we have over
11 catechists leading the journey along with Fr. Ned. So if you know someone who
might be interested point them in this direction or even encourage others to
maybe sign up.
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OUR LADY OF LOURDES - PARISH COUNCIL

We would like to restart this again and so we ask for nominations from
parishioners to join our parish council. Nomination forms can be picked up from
the sacristy in the coming weeks. Please, if you are nominating someone, be sure
to ask them before you nominate. Completed forms may be placed in a box at the
entrance to church.

BAPTISMS ALL SAINTS'

Baptisms at All Saints' will now take place on Saturdays at 12pm.

IDEAS FOR CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS - THANK YOU

Thank you to all those who replied for ideas for the church and improvements. We
will be discussing all these ideas at the next parish council meeting. We were
asked what is outstanding on our roof payment and we have actually asked the
diocese a few weeks ago for an update. The person who deals with this is on
annual leave so we await to hear from them. As soon as we do we will let you
know. Thank you

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Just a reminder that the date for our next meeting is the 9th September, 8pm after
Mass at All Saints'. Please can all members put this in their diaries.

READERS - OUR LADY OF LOURDES

A few of our readers have moved on and so we appeal to you all to come forward
and volunteer to be a regular reader. If you can sign up have a word with Martin
Moran or Josie Windsor. We no need a few more so please come forward.

PARISH BBQ

For all those involved in our parish, you all know the date 4th September. Can we
ask you to sign up on the list at the back of both churches. It's so much easier for
us if we have a good idea of numbers we will be catering for. Please sign up over
the next few weeks. Thank you all.

IMPORTANT DATES

Parish Summer BBQ - Friday September 4th 7.30pm

Parish Council Meeting - Wednesday September 9th at 8pm (All Saints')
Parish Auction - 16th October

Ministers Day - 17th October: Sr. Helen Costigane will once again be leading a
day for all ministers from 10am-1pm.




SUNDAY COLLECTION - (NOT INC. SO)
Offertory:
All Saints: Sunday 9th August £981.79

Thank you for your generosity each week. To all who give envelopes, do standing
orders and to those who donate to the live stream. Live Stream services cost
£1,500 a year, so it is so important, thanks so much.

BIDDING PRAYERS

Thank you to those parishioners from both parishes who have now signed up to
write our bidding prayers. The prayers need to be dropped to your parish or
emailed to us by the Friday.

All Saints:
22nd/23rd August - Nina Chidgey
29th/30th August - Carole Partington

Our Lady of Lourdes:
22nd/23rd August -T'Kahmai Robinson
29th/30th August - Martin Moran

MONDAY CLUB
This week a 'Quiz' by Judy.
DIOCESAN VACANCIES

Exciting new vacancies have arisen within the Diocese. The Shrewsbury Youth
Mission Team (SYMT) are recruiting for a Programme Coordinator and Team
Member; both roles are full time based in Stockport. The Curial office is also
looking to recruit an Accounts Assistant, full time, based in Birkenhead. CV’s to be
sent to Pauline McCulloch recruitment@dioceseofshrewsbury.org Closing date:
Friday 18 September. Further details for all vacancies can be found on the
Diocesan website using this link https://dioceseofshrewsbury.org/careers
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News from Solihull

bernymcdermott@gmail.com

A couple of week's ago | was invited to a 60th wedding anniversary party of friends of
mine for whom | was ‘best man’ at their wedding on 30th July 1966.

It was a day to remember for Michael & Christine on the occasion of their wedding but
it was also a day to remember as 30th July 1966 was the day England won the World
Cup for what has turned out to be the only time they have won the greatest trophy in
world football.

My ‘best man speech’ didn’t last too long as | recall...”"Well, | won’t keep you long as
it is only an hour before kick-off!”.

Joking aside it was a great celebration and viewing the photographs of the wedding
brought back memories of friends who shared in that day, some who were present on
Saturday and others who were no longer with us.

| had not discovered my vocation to be a missionary priest in 1966 and neither
Michael or Christine are Catholics, so the wedding service was celebrated in St
John’s Church, Brooklands Rd in Sale.

| found it interesting chatting with friends present at the wedding and the children /
grandchildren of M&C, none of whom had any previous contact with a Catholic priest.
| wasn’t wearing clerical attire but | felt people were quite relaxed in my company.
Religion was never discussed but | felt some of them were surprised and curious at
my informal demeanour as | didn’t seem to fit their idea or the image of a Catholic
priest.

My mission experience in Philippines and Taiwan rarely required me to wear formal
clerical dress which in the Philippines is a white short-sleeved shirt with a small pin
crucifix affixed to the collar. A* Roman collar’ is not seen as part of clerical apparel.

People accepted me as a priest and respected me for how | related to them and not
on how | was dressed.

| have generally followed this practice since | returned home from overseas mission
to work in the Home Church. On formal occasions however, e.g. Funerals /weddings,
| do wear clerical dress to identify me as a priest out of respect for the family
concerned where ‘formal dress’ is the custom.

The wearing of clerics and the Roman collar etc. is part of a custom called
‘clericalism’ defined as ‘the excessive power, influence, or authority of religious
leaders, often characterised by elite privilege, a sense of superiority, and overreach
into secular or political life.

Clericalism has been part of an unhealthy culture which has pervaded the Church for
many years and has been an obstacle to the development and witness to the Church
which has disappointed me since | returned home.

Fr Bernard


mailto:bernymcdermott@gmail.com

My two Sunday obligations: Mass and a protest

by Valerie Schultz July 31, 2026

Credit: Unsplash

Did | expect to find myself, in the year of our Lord 2026, standing on the corner of
Main and First, along with 20 other people holding signs?

As my granddaughter would say, “Yeah...nope.”

But the insistent newsletters from the local “Indivisible” political action group got
under my skin. Yes, | was faithfully sending emails to my representatives and writing
postcards and donating money here and there. But | still felt prodded by the notice
about the physical gathering of souls every Sunday at 1 p.m. I'd even seen the group
of protesters when running my errands. I'd participated in the Women’s Marches that
marked the first Trump administration, and my husband and | had shown up at the
nationally organized “No Kings” march in response to the second Trump
administration. But this weekly protest seemed like more of a commitment, with
perhaps more personal exposure, than | wanted to make. Every Sunday? With just
that little group?

| thought I'd go once. Just to show support.
That was about six months ago.

Now I'm a regular. Now I'm sad when some other obligation prevents me from being
on my corner for the Sunday hour.

When | decided to keep going to the weekly protest, | first bought some stiff poster
board from the dollar store. Then | compensated for my lack of artistic ability by
brightening up my sign with artificial flowers, also from the dollar store. Lastly, | taped
the whole thing to an old yardstick to make it easier to hoist up high.

Over the weeks of standing on the corner, I've realized that the signs themselves
don’t matter as much as the intent. Our signs are as varied as the people holding
them. The most effective ones are simple and readable at a distance. But some of
ours are roughly lettered on a piece of old cardboard. Some are in Spanish. All of
them basically express some sentiment along the lines of “No Kings” or “No War” or
“Freeze ICE.” One of my favorite signs is “Grantifa,” a portmanteau coined by a fellow
granny who says that, as Americans, we are automatically members of Antifa, that
phantom anti-fascist group.



When we stand together, it's obvious that in our group, which ranges from about 20
to 40 protesters each week, we seniors outnumber everyone else. We may move a
little slow, but we’ve been here before. We remember the movements for civil rights,
women’s rights, gay rights, anti-nukes, and we fear that everything old is new again.
But mostly we’re here because we’re the ones who've got the time. Our kids are
grown. Our jobs are in the past. Our bones may be creaking on colder days, but we
understand the assignment: that every single one of our bodies on the street is a
tangible, meaningful statement of resistance.

But we can’t let our endeavor go to our heads. It's a function of our privilege to feel
safe while standing here protesting in public. We're not heroes, just concerned
citizens. We’re here because we just don’t feel right doing otherwise.

| had to steel myself for the inevitable feedback: After all, by standing on the corner
with a sign, aren’t | inviting a response? The intersection where we gather is regulated
by a three-way traffic light, where cars can have long waits at the red. I'm used to
seeing drivers and passengers who pretend we are not there or shake their heads or
throw us a disapproving look. But I'm heartened that most folks seem receptive. They
react positively, giving us a wave or honking their horn or flashing a peace sign, all of
which thrills us and makes us whoop. I've realized that | often judge drivers by the
make of their cars: | am surprised when a Subaru doesn’t honk, and even more
surprised when a Cybertruck gives me an enthusiastic thumbs-up. So | can only be
grateful to the Cybertruck’s driver for the reminder to judge less and accept more.

Every now and then someone only holds up one-half of a peace sign—just the middle
finger—and these folks have taught me another valuable lesson, which is that
returning the gesture, returning nasty for nasty, would achieve nothing. Instead, |
smile. | show a little joy that we both can exercise our American right to express
ourselves.

I make a point to greet and thank any young people who have taken the time to join
us for the hour. When | remember the pace of my jam-packed schedule when | was
their age, I'm pretty sure | would not have made time to do the same. My hope is that,
when they get to be my age, maybe they’ll remember, when it’s their turn to keep the
faith and fight the good fight, to pass on a kind word to somebody younger.

| can attest that, as with any routine activity, watching the clock can slow down time.
An hour on a Sunday afternoon feels longer when it’s chilly. When it's raining. When
there are fewer of us. The hour feels shorter when the sun is out. When there’s a lot
of honking and waving. When there’'s a sense of camaraderie with the folks |
recognize after a few weeks, but don’t actually know a lot about, other than our names
and our shared commitment.

After many weeks, I'm surprised to find that we know each other well enough that the
whole group sings “Happy Birthday” to me. What a lovely gift that my birthday fell on
a Sunday this year.

I've gleaned some practical tips for protesting, a few the hard way: Like, sunscreen
should be worn, even if it's cloudy. That all | really need to bring with me is water,
chapstick, phone, ID and keys. Those are the prosaic things.



The poetic things are that every time | make myself and my sign visible to every
passing car, | am actually representing the founding fathers, the Constitution, the
Statue of Liberty, the colorful history of these United States, the right of dissent. That
I am helping to tell the story of our nation one Sunday afternoon at a time, and that
my time on this corner matters. Because one person plus another person plus
another person adds up to the power of community.

Over these past months, it has dawned on me that if Sunday morning is for church,
maybe Sunday afternoon is for the point of church. That if we learn in the morning that
we're all God’s children, we can show in the afternoon that we are our siblings’
keepers. That if we pray in the morning to do God’s will, we can spend an hour in the
afternoon trying to do just that, to stand for the rights of the orphan, the stranger, the
immigrant, the prisoner, the sick, the hungry, the lonely, the marginalized. That if our
congregation sings hymns in the morning, we can congregate to the strains of Pete
Seeger singing “God’s Counting on You; God’s Counting on Me” in the afternoon.
That if we go to Communion in the morning, we can participate in civic communion
with the body of Christ here on the corner in the afternoon. Maybe holy communion
happens in unlikely places, especially if we believe that we faithful are both gathered
and sent.

| think of the words often attributed to Mother Teresa, now St. Teresa of Calcutta: We
can do no great things. Only small things with great love. She actually did do great
things. Most likely we will not. But the small things add up. The small seeds are
planted. The small roots seek deeper ground. Maybe the sight of a small group of
sign-holders, die-hards for democracy, stays in the mind of someone, maybe even
those kids in the back seat of one of those passing cars.

Time to head out for the small intentional hour | am blessed to offer.



Bishop DiMarzio: Immigration is what makes
America great
by Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio August 3, 2026

A migrant worker cleans the fields in the Salinas Valley near Salinas, Calif., in this
file photo dated March 30, 2020. Credit: OSV News photo/Shannon Stapleton,
Reuters

In 1958, at age 14, | learned a personal lesson about patriotism on a Boy Scout
pilgrimage to Europe.

Our first stop was the 1958 World’s Fair in Brussels. As we viewed the various
pavilions, of course we stopped at the United States pavilion first. There was perhaps
a little disappointment because we saw a very honest portrayal of the problems
America faced at the time: racial divisions, housing needs, poverty and an economy
that barely supported a nation of our size.

In contrast, when we visited the Russian pavilion, all one could see were the glorious
achievements of Russia, which had survived the Second World War and taken its
place among the great nations of the world.

From the exhibit and the guidance of the priest-chaplain, | learned that America was
a self-correcting nation because she acknowledged her shortcomings and found
ways to overcome them.

In the same year as the Brussels World’s Fair of 1958, John F. Kennedy wrote a book
titled “A Nation of Immigrants.” It was not a history of immigration, but rather a prelude
to his efforts in Congress to find the path to reform the deficiencies of the
discriminatory Immigration Act of 1924, which was still influencing immigration.

As we mark our 250th anniversary as a nation, we are returning to the same playbook
that was used in 1924 to shut down most future immigration.

The Founding Fathers followed the unwritten law in the practice of granting
citizenship to all who were born here, presuming their desire to become citizens and
contribute to the nation of immigrants. Our nation was built on immigrant labor and on
the desire of immigrants to achieve the American dream, which was basically to live
in freedom and to support their families.

On this 250th anniversary, we celebrate our democracy and our achievements as a
nation, but at the same time we can never forget that it was because of immigration
that we have achieved so much.



If we wish America to continue being great, we must deal with the problems that still
afflict us. Immigration reform is necessary to preserve our moral place among
nations. America’s greatness came from our concern for other nations in the world
and for welcoming those immigrants needed to enhance our progress in a free and
open society.

We cannot deny our heritage as a nation built by immigrants. We cannot watch our
democratic institutions erode to the point where no compromises can be found, which
enables our society to overcome the polarization that divides our nation.

Of course, there are other related issues on the international scene, especially those
regarding basic human rights.

Unfortunately, our country sometimes falls short of exhibiting commitment to our
founding principle of equality among peoples: namely, the heritage of slavery, racial
discrimination, high levels of poverty and lack of economic opportunities.

The positive international developments of the post-World War |l era are sometimes
viewed as because of the Pax Americana (Latin for “American Peace”).

However, in this new century, we need to find the unique contribution that we can
make to the nations of the world. Peace is not merely the absence of war, but an era
when international cooperation becomes the basis of a lasting peace and prosperity.

The greatness of America not only consists of our achievements, but also our ability
to correct our deficiencies. This is true today, more than ever, especially as we look
toward the future and recognize our moral position among nations. Especially on the
issue of international migration, we as a nation can take the lead to make this
constant phenomenon of our time a positive contribution to the welfare of all nations.

Our nation could lead by the example of our ability to integrate immigrants, as no
nation of the world ever has, and which has made us a great nation.

If we wish to maintain that greatness, we must return to one of the causes of our
greatness: regulated and generous immigration.



‘Christians stand with refugees’: huge crowds
march through London against the far right

Aili Winstanley Channer 29 March 2026, The Tablet

Representatives from more than 20 Christian organisations joined the Christian bloc
of the Together Alliance march. Photo by Aili Winstanley Channer

‘We’re giving a strong message that God is love, that Christians stand with refugees,
that we can reach out to each other and resist the message of hate that we’'ve heard
from some political quarters.’

Several thousand Christians joined an estimated half a million people to march
through London on 28 March to bear witness to a message of welcome and solidarity,
against racism and far-right weaponisation of Christian identity.

The Together Alliance march, which aimed to show “love, hope and unity” in response
to Tommy Robinson’s nationalist “unite the kingdom” march in September, is believed
to have been one of the biggest multicultural demonstrations in British history.

Representatives from more than 20 Christian organisations joined the Christian bloc,
including the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) UK, Pax Christi, Cafod, the London
Catholic Worker, Better Story, Christians for a Welcoming Britain, and Christian
Climate Action.

They marched alongside other faith-based groups, including many Muslim, Jewish
and multifaith groups. Banners and placards displayed Bible verses along with
messages such as “Jesus would be on this march”, “Christians stand with Muslims
and Jews”, “Love knows no borders” and “This Christian loves his Muslim
neighbours”.

Sophie Cartwright, research associate specialising in immigration detention and the
asylum system at the Centre for Criminology at the University of Oxford and senior
policy officer at JRS UK, told The Tablet, “It fills me with so much hope to be here with
s0 many people, standing up in solidarity with refugees.

“As part of the Christian bloc, we’re giving a really strong message that God is love,
that Christians stand with refugees, that we can reach out to each other and resist the
message of hate that we've heard from some political quarters. We’re standing up for
a Christian vision of a just and welcoming society.”



She said she wished more people had the chance to make friends with refugees and
“really understand” the “journeys and realities” they have to face: “These are people
seeking safety. They only want somewhere safe to rebuild their lives, and that’s what
any of us would want if we were forced to flee our homes.”

In the JRS group, one of the demonstrators, who has lived experience of forced
migration from Eritrea, told The Tablet that it was his first-ever demonstration and that
he had never previously imagined he would join one, because in his home country “if
there’s a protest, usually someone gets killed”. “It's good to have democracy,” he said.

Liam Allmark, head of communications at JRS UK, also said the march was
“inspiring”: “Amazing to see so many people from different faith groups, community
groups and walks of life turning out to give hope at a time when it's so easy to feel
hopeless.”

He told The Tablet: “Just like any of us, if we were forced to flee our homes, refugees
seek sanctuary. A small number seek sanctuary in this country and we have a duty to
welcome them, to accompany them, and to celebrate the amazing contribution that
people from all over the world make to this county.

“We need to encounter and understand those who are coming here to rebuild their
lives. The more people encounter, the more they seek to understand the experiences
of one another, the more we’re going to be able to push back against cynical hatred
and division.

“It's also very important that we stand up against racism and intolerance and stand
up for a tradition of hospitality and welcome in this country.”

Melanie Nazareth from Christian Climate Action also told The Tablet that she found
the “energy” of the march “amazing”; “I think it's really important that we have a faith
presence at these marches, because this is our message: to love our neighbour, to
love our enemy, to welcome the stranger. That's what this was about.

“It brought together lots of diverse groups, some that we wouldn’t normally march
with, because it's quite difficult — you have to bridge gaps. It's important we do that
and that we learn to manage other people who are angry with us.”

In reference to the witness against fossil fuels at the march, Nazareth said, “The Earth
is God’s: it's not ours. We are displaying incredible hubris by damaging it with fossil
fuels. We are entrusted to this gift, and we are abusing it. If we love God, how could
we abuse His creation?”

She continued: “As Catholics, we can be afraid to use our voice, because we were
disenfranchised for so long. But we now need to engage with the political discourse
of our nation and bring Catholic social teaching to the heart of it.

“The problem with far-right parties is that they spread division and hate, and rely on
a message that’s very divisive. That's not what we stand for as Christians. Jesus
welcomes everyone.

“And he doesn’t stand for domination. People say ‘Christ is King and the West must
rule’ as though it's one thing, but it's not.



Christ came to deliver the Gospel to the oppressed.”

The London Catholic Worker and Christian Climate Action will pray the stations of the
cross outside “sites of violence” including oil and gas companies and arms
manufacturers in central London on Holy Saturday.
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OPPOSE ASSISTED SUICIDE

UNITE IN PRAYER AND COMPASSIONATE ACTION

The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is
back in the House of Commons and seeks
to legalise assisted suicide. This would
undermine the sanctity and dignity of
human life.

We are against this Bill in principle
and it remains deeply flawed
and dangerous in practice.

There will be a vote on
Friday, 11 September
2026 - please

contact your MP
asap.

Act Now!

Use your smartphone camera
to scan the QR code to visit the
Bishops’ Conference website.

There you will find resources to
help you contact your MP, read
the reasons why we oppose
assisted suicide, explore FAQs,
and more.
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Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales
39 Eccleston Square, London. SWIV 1BX




Mass and Service Times this week

All Saints Our Lady of Lourdes
The Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary
Saturday . . .
15th August Spm Special Intention (M) No Service
. Priests living and deceased all over the
Sunday 9.30am Julie Taylor 11am world
16th August 5pm Michael Butler
Monday . .
17th August No Service No Service
am._n.”wh_umwmﬂ No Service 7.30pm Special Intention
Wednesday .
19th August 7.30pm Nora McParland No Service
Thursday . .
20th August No Service No Service
Friday . . :
21st August 12pm Special Intention No Service
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday . .
22nd August Spm Barrett Family No Service
11am William Horner
Sunday 9.30am Freda & Ged Manning & Family
23rd August Mike Ward

5pm




