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This Week’s Readings

First Reading 1 Kings 19:9,11-13
Psalm 84(85):9-14
Second Reading Romans 9:1-5
Gospel Matthew 14:22-33

Parish Priest: Father Ned Wall
Retired Priest: Fr Bernard McDermott
The Presbytery, 164, Carrington Lane
The RC Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity No. 234025

Website: https://ourparishes.church
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CONTACT DETAILS

All Saints

164 Carrington Lane
Ashton-on-Mersey
M33 5WL

Telephone:
0161 962 4444

Our Lady of Lourdes
Chapel Lane
Partington

M31 4EZ

Telephone:
0161 775 2905

Email:
our3parishes@gmail.com

Website:
https://ourparishes.church

NEXT WEEK'S
READINGS

First Reading

Apocalypse 11:19,12:1-
6,10

Psalm
44(45):10-12,16

Second Reading
1 Corinthians 15:20-26

Gospel
Luke 1:39-56

REFLECTION

This Sunday we will notice mainly the story of Jesus
walking on water, together with Peter sinking into it. In
last week’s gospel, Jesus had been hard hit by news
of John the Baptist's death. So he took a boat to a
deserted place to grieve, quietly- but the crowd got
there first, so instead of a hushed time for the grief he
needed, Jesus’ heart was moved by the needs of the
suffering people before him. He spent hour after hour,
healing and curing and feeding. Exhausting!

Jesus sends the crowd away at last, and made the
disciples get into a boat and go before him to the other
side.“Why” it was unusual! Maybe He still needed to
be alone to grieve John’s death which he had not yet
had time to do. Climbing the mountainside he went to
pray with his Father - well into the night! With a gusty
wind coming up. He could not have been comfortable!

He may remember the story of Elijah and how God
was not in the heavy wind, nor in the earthquake, nor
in the fire but in the gentle breeze. He would open his
bruised heart to His Father and lay trust alongside
personal loss, especially when it seems that tragedy
had the upper hand. He needed this silent time to
discover again, that all human beings have to rely on
God In prayer, Jesus returned to his normal trust in
God, but stronger now. “He learnt obedience through
what he suffered!”, maybe He had to learn a higher
level of trust through loss. Trusting is not a sheer act
of the will, not simply a blind decision but a quiet
re- emergence of God'’s faithful love.

At last, Jesus does walk on water. How must it feel to
leave solid ground and walk on slushy liquid?
Perhaps this walking was symbolic of the trust he had
come to in his night of prayer. Maybe trust feels like
walking on water!
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TODAY’S MASS

PSALM
Show us, O Lord, your mercy, and grant us your
salvation.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia
I long for you, O Lord,
my soul longs for his word.
Alleluia!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FR. NED

This week Fr. Ned celebrates his birthday. We send him best wishes on his
birthday and we keep him in our prayers.

"l WAS A STRANGER AND YOU WELCOMED ME"

Last weekend we put out postcards produced by the S.V.P and the Jesuits asking
us to sign and post off to show our solidarity with refugees. We asked people if
they wished to take a postcard and all of them were taken so we have ordered
some more. So we please ask you again that when you see them at the back of
church, if you wish to take one as you leave then please do and sign and show
your solidarity with refugees.

BUBBLES, BREWS & BAKES!

Join the With Love, Steph team this Sunday for a morning bursting with fun, treats
and smiles! Enjoy delicious homemade cakes and a brew with hot sausage
butties. There’s a raffle packed with prizes - including some fabulous bubbly!
Games, fun and magical moments for little ones. It's the perfect way to spend a
summer morning with family and friends while helping us spread a little more love
where it's needed most. So why not POP in for a brew.. and leave with a smile?
We'd love to see you there! x

IDEAS FOR CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS - THANK YOU

Thank you to all those who replied for ideas for the church and improvements. We
will be discussing all these ideas at the next parish council meeting. We were
asked what is outstanding on our roof payment and we have actually asked the
diocese a few weeks ago for an update. The person who deals with this is on
annual leave so we await to hear from them. As soon as we do we will let you
know. Thank you

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Just a reminder that the date for our next meeting is the 9th September, 8pm after
Mass at All Saints'. Please can all members put this in their diaries.




READERS - OUR LADY OF LOURDES

A few of our readers have moved on and so we appeal to you all to come forward
and volunteer to be a regular reader. If you can sign up have a word with Martin
Moran or Josie Windsor. We no need a few more so please come forward.

SUMMER CHURCH ROTAS

We are well into the holidays now but just a reminder that if you cannot be there
for ministry on a particular Sunday then please arrange cover for the date you are
away. It makes it easier for everyone and to keep things running smoothly.

PARISH BBQ

For all those involved in our parish, you all know the date 4th September. Can we
ask you to sign up on the list at the back of both churches. It's so much easier for
us if we have a good idea of numbers we will be catering for. Please sign up over
the next few weeks. Thank you all.

SUNDAY COLLECTION - (NOT INC. SO)
Offertory: Our Lady of Lourdes: Sunday 2nd August £276.30
All Saints: Sunday 2nd August £959.25

Thank you for your generosity each week. To all who give envelopes, do standing
orders and to those who donate to the live stream. Live Stream services cost
£1,500 a year, so it is so important, thanks so much.

BIDDING PRAYERS

We still need some parishioners to sign up to write our bidding prayers for the next
few months at Our Lady of Lourdes. Please sign up today as you leave church,
the welcomers have the forms. Thank you to those who have signed up at All
Saints'. The prayers need to be dropped to your parish or emailed to us by the
Friday.

All Saints:
15th/16th August - Steve & Elaine McNicholas
22nd/23rd - Nina Chidgey

Our Lady of Lourdes:
15th/16th August - Margaret Lavelle
22nd/23rd August -T'Kahmai Robinson

MONDAY CLUB

This week 'Poems for a Summer Day'.



IMPORTANT DATES

Parish Summer BBQ - Friday September 4th 7.30pm

Parish Council Meeting - Wednesday September 9th at 8pm (All Saints')
Parish Auction - 16th October

Ministers Day - 17th October: Sr. Helen Costigane will once again be leading a
day for all ministers from 10am-1pm.


https://righttolife.org.uk/Sept11vote

News from Solihull

bernymcdermott@gmail.com

“Love your neighbour!’ ...the central request of Jesus for those wishing to be a
follower of him. Love your neighbour ; love your enemy ; turn the other cheek ; give
without expecting repayment ; refuse to pass judgement on other people ; pray for
those who ill-treat you. All examples of what “love your neighbour” implies.

It is hard to find a passage in gospel which seems so much at odds with our normal
pattern of behaviour when we struggle to live up to God’ commandments.

If we're not supposed to judge other people why do we have so many judges, prisons
and tribunals we may ask?

| don’t think God is saying that we should suspend our critical faculties, or that there
we don’t need a system for peace and orderly living or promoting justice? It is
attitudes he is focusing on and what are the attitudes we hold and are they always
right.

Christianity is essentially a religion of LOVE. Not just common sense but a new love
as well. It is a radical new way of looking at ourselves, at other people and the world
itself. It has its own rules, its own logic, its own way of dealing with people and the big
rule is that it is not exclusive ...it rules everyone including those people we don’t
particularly get on with or like. To be true in our relationship with God the big rule
needs to be kept for once we become loving people our attitudes change and we can
act and do things differently

| remember sharing an experience of my own in the newsletter when there was a
colleague of mine here in the Solihull with whom | didn’t always ‘get along with’. We
eventually shared our differences and that made a great difference to our
relationship. ...lesson learnt all round!

In the gospel accounts of Christ’s life we can see the example Christ displayed
towards people during his ministry among his people. He had particular love for
people on the margins of society e.g. the lepers ; the sinner, the sick ; the Samaritans.
He stood up forcefully for the poor and the oppressed unlike the Pharisees who
imposed burdens on ‘little people’ too heavy to bear. He refused to condemn the
woman accused of adultery facing death by stoning stoned by the mob. He managed
to turn the other cheek even when he hung on the Cross.

“Father forgive them for they know what they do”.

He is not just the author of much of the gospels he is the product of his own gospel.
He lived by the rules he urged us to follow. Our present set of values maybe need a
bit of gardening ...and replanting with a new set of values where love and forgiveness,
even love of enemies or people we don't like could be planted and allowed to grow
and mature.

The best way to live is to try and live the way he lived himself. He is saying to us “You
have followed me so far and | appreciate that...now come the extra mile.

Fr Bernard
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JD Vance can tell a story of conversion. But of
communion—not quite yet.
by Richard A. Greenwald July 7, 2026

In April 2025, JD Vance went to Rome. By his own account in Communion: Finding
My Way Back to Faith, his new memoir, the visit disappointed him. Vance, the most
senior Catholic in the United States government, met with officials of the Roman
Curia and pressed them on the question then dividing his administration from his
church: immigration. What he heard on immigration struck him as platitudinous and
clichéd, moral counsel that never advanced past the injunction to treat migrants
humanely. The next morning, he was received briefly by Pope Francis, who was too
sick for much conversation. Francis died the following day.

It is a remarkable scene to place near the center of a conversion memoir, and Vance
appears not to notice the import of what he has written. A dying pope spent some of
his last hours receiving an emissary of the government then assembling the
machinery of mass deportation, and the emissary’s recorded emotion is irritation.

Vance offers the scene as evidence of Vatican evasion. His telling of this episode
reads instead as the confession of a man who came to Rome to be agreed with, and
who mistook the refusal for emptiness. That Pope Francis, as sick and weak as he
was in the final hours of his life, took the time to meet with him seems completely lost
on Vance. It is a scene that in many ways encapsulates Communion.

At the same time, Vance’s book deserves a more serious hearing as a religious
testimony than it has generally received. The secular press has treated the book as
litle more than a campaign document with incense—in large part because the book
arrived five months before the midterms from a man widely expected to seek the
presidency in 2028—and the reviews have been mostly brutal. But a book that offers
a convert’s testimony deserves the courtesy of being read as testimony first.

Read that way, the book divides less between memoir and politics than between two
theologies: a theology of the soul—which Vance has genuinely absorbed—and a
theology of the corporate body of the church, which he has not.

One oddity of this memoir is how little Vance uses the term Catholic in the story of his
conversion. He instead deploys the more generic term Christian. It reads at times like
a political device to attract evangelical Christian votes.



Vance describes the erratic Baptist and Pentecostal churchgoing of his Ohio
boyhood, in congregations where Republican politics had fused with the faith:
sermons on abortion and homosexuality, alarms about Bill Clinton’s morals, family
values preached in the abstract while divorce and addiction wrecked the actual
families in the pews.

The Terri Schiavo spectacle stands out for Vance and seemed to help move him
away from those expressions of faith. Schiavo was a 26-year-old who in 1990 fell into
a vegetative state after a heart attack. Her husband Michael wanted to “pull the plug,”
claiming his wife would not want to live this way. Her parents fought him in court. A
long, drawn-out court fight and much discussion by religious groups followed.
Watching his church pour its moral energy into a single tragic case in Florida, he
concluded that even if Schiavo’s situation was indeed a tragedy, his pastors had little
to say about the tragedies visible from his grandmother’s porch.

A Marine deployment to Irag cut the last threads. By the time he reached Yale Law
School, he called himself an atheist, and a comfortable one.

Pope Leo XIV with U.S. Vice President JD Vance in the library of the Apostolic Palace
at the Vatican on May 19, 2025. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

The memoir suggests that Vance’s childhood instability pushed him, as it does many
who grew up poor, to succeed. Those sections where he discusses the guilt he felt for
getting out and the responsibility he felt for his sister and mother are the most
powerful—and most reminiscent of many notable Catholic memoirs. He writes, “at
some point in my university career, my desire for stability morphed into a craving for
conquest. | didn’t just want a nice car, a house, and a decent vacation. | wanted to
win for winning’s sake.” This drive was all-consuming and, he writes, unfulfilling and
endless. He writes about the emptiness he felt even as he succeeded beyond his
wildest dreams. He was, in his own telling, searching for meaning.

What unsettled Vance’s atheism was not an argument but a person: Peter Thiel, of all
people. Thiel, then lecturing at Yale, struck Vance as the smartest man he had ever
met and an open Christian; Thiel “defied the simple social template | had
constructed,” the template holding that intelligent people do not believe in God. The
undoing completed itself in 2018 in a French cathedral, where Vance, standing with
his wife Usha and their son Ewan, thinking about the sheer endurance of the
institution around him, felt “a distinct sense of belonging and presence.” Private
instruction with Dominican priests followed, then baptism in 2019.

The strongest pages in the book concern what Catholicism gave him. The sociology
of trauma, the literature of inescapable childhood experiences that made his first book
a must-read for policy audiences, had also imprisoned him. They told him he was a
statistical outcome, and he felt, in his own words, “debilitated” by the telling. Catholic
teaching on sin and grace offered what the regression tables could not: an account in
which the forces beyond the individual are real, and the individual remains a soul with
agency.

That is a genuine theological insight, honestly arrived at. It is the same question that
animated Hillbilly Elegy: How much of a life is fate?



It is worth noting, as Slate first reported, that a portion of this material dates to 2020,
adapted nearly verbatim from the conversion essay Vance published in The Lamp
before he successfully ran for a U.S. Senate seat. The observation explains the
quality of these chapters without impugning them. They were written by a man who
was not yet running for anything. Had he never run, they might have earned a modest
place on the long American shelf of conversion literature.

But conversion is not only a turning toward God. It is enrolment in a body or
community of believers, and the body Vance describes joining is curiously
depopulated. What drew him, on his own telling, was structure after chaos, order after
instability, intellect over emotion, an institution old enough to have outlasted every
fashion and human tragedy that ever was. His Catholic intellectual references run to
St. Augustine, to C. S. Lewis (an Anglican, as it happens) and to the Girardian
Christianity of Thiel's Silicon Valley. He announces early that he is not a sectarian
person and has not written a sectarian book, and he means it generously; the
Protestant churches of his youth get real credit as part of the foundation of his return.

What is nearly absent is the church’s social tradition and its social teaching—and the
centrality of the relationship between the believer and the community of believers.
Yes, every believer has an individual relationship to God, but Catholic doctrine also
stresses the responsibility believers have, both individually and as a community, to
the world. This central aspect of Catholic social teaching is hard to find in Vance’s
memoir.

The absence is not incidental. It is the book’s glaring omission. The man who wrote
the most widely read account of deindustrialized America in a generation is writing
here about joining the church of “Rerum Novarum,” the church that confronted the
factory system in 1891 and has spent 13 decades building a body of teaching on
wages, work, migration and the poor. It is a church whose pontiff took the name Leo
precisely to invoke that tradition, and who has framed the dignity of workers facing a
new industrial revolution, this one algorithmic, as a defining concern of his pontificate.
And yet that tradition cannot be found in Communion.

A Catholicism assembled from liturgy, hierarchy, antiquity and metaphysics, with the
rest unconsidered, is a strange inheritance for the elegist of Middletown, Ohio. The
people Hillbilly Elegy mourned are the exact people with whom the Catholic social
teaching tradition concerns itself. This church has been talking about them since
before the mills closed. Vance never recognizes it.

Then there is the ecclesiology. Vance mentions that “half the time these days, we
attend Mass at home.” Security explains some of this, no doubt; no one begrudges a
vice president his protective detail. But the detail is emblematic. The sacrament that
gives the book its title is not a private consolation. It is the act by which the church
becomes one body, taken shoulder to shoulder with people you did not choose and
would not have chosen.

A communion celebrated apart from the congregation, like a magisterium consulted
only when it agrees, is no kind of belonging. It is a Catholicism with the burdens
removed. Vance’s telling suggests he has taken from the church its beauty, its
authority, its pedigree and its account of his own wounded soul, but the pews and the
people in them he has largely left behind.



The pattern sharpens whenever Catholic teaching touches or intrudes on his politics,
and the record is consistent: In Communion, the politician outranks the church every
time. In early 2025, Vance defended the administration’s immigration crackdown by
invoking the “ordo amoris,” the ordered hierarchy of loves delineated by St. Thomas
Aquinas and St. Augustine many centuries ago, which Vance reads as the justification
for favoring family over neighbor, neighbor over stranger. Pope Francis answered
within weeks, in a letter to the American bishops early in President Trump’s second
term that needed no name to identify its target.

The true order of love, Francis wrote, is learned by meditating on the parable of the
good Samaritan, whose love leaps every boundary of kin and nation. A Catholic of six
years had offered the church a theology lesson, and the pope corrected the
homework.

This book shows no sign the correction landed. The Rome scene of April 2025 is its
sequel: Vance criticizes what he sees as platitudes, clichés and a church unwilling to
say anything about migrants beyond the injunction to treat them humanely—which is
to say, unwilling to say what Vance’s government needed said. When the American
bishops issued their special pastoral message on immigration in November 2025, the
response Vance records in Communion is a small masterpiece of condescension.

He calls the message “admirably measured. Or almost too measured,” praising his
critics for the gentleness of their criticism while omitting, as OSV News observed, the
message’s explicit condemnation of indiscriminate mass deportation. During a talk at
the University of Georgia in April, he publicly advised Pope Leo XIV to “be careful
when he talks about matters of theology.” Again, we have here a new Catholic
instructing the successor of Peter on theological prudence.

A much-noticed apology in the book runs on the same grammar. Vance walks back
his remark describing the Democrats as the party of “childless cat ladies,” and the
retraction deserves exact quotation: The comment, he writes, was “intentionally (and
successfully) provocative rather than illuminating.” Mark the parenthesis. The
apology carries its own boast inside it, a stone packed in the snowball. It is the book’s
method in miniature: the forms of piety, filled with the content of politics.

None of this convicts Vance of insincerity, and readers should resist that verdict,
common in the coverage, that the conversion was a career move. The evidence in the
early chapters is that the faith is real; people do not fake the relief he describes at
being told his childhood was not a sentence to which he was condemned. The
problem is more American. Vance has converted to a Catholicism with an overtly
individualistic inflection, as if it were a church whose teaching authority extends
exactly to the boundary of his politics and stops there. Where the magisterium
confirms him, it is ancient wisdom. Where it checks him, it is empty platitude.

He did not invent the maneuver. Catholic politicians of the political left have performed
the same amputation on abortion for half a century, and Vance would be within his
rights to say so. But a precedent of this kind is an indictment, not a defense. And he
has extended the amputation to the one region of teaching, the defense of the worker
and the stranger, that his own biography should have made impossible to cut.



The title, in the end, is the review: Communion names the one thing the book cannot
imagine. The Eucharist does not signify finally feeling at home. It binds the believer
into a body he or she does not get to curate. The migrant in the detention cell is in that
body. The bishops are in it. The pope is in it. The childless woman (with or without a
cat) in the back pew is in it. To receive the sacrament is to be connected to all of them,
which is why the church keeps insisting, against every national and tribal instinct, that
its teaching on the stranger is not a platitude. It is the corporate body examining its
own wounds.

At the same time, Vance found his way back to faith. Faith is not something final; it is
evolutionary. So it is important for us to imagine Vance continuing his faith journey.
The book is a credible record of that journey, and readers should receive it with more
charity than the general press has managed. He has found something meaningful in
the Catholic Church that was missing in his life. What he has not yet found, on this
evidence, is the way into the communion his title invokes.

That journey is harder. It is meant to be harder, and it cannot be made alone. It cannot
be made on camera, and it runs directly through the people his politics requires him
to hold at the border. Whether he arrives at this fuller communion is worth a prayer.
He is, after all, a man with a history of conversions.



Latin Mass, schism and cardinals in the media: The
liturgy wars are back (and never really left)
by Claire Giangravé - Religion News Service August 4, 2026
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Newly consecrated Bishops, from left, Marc Hanappier, Michel Poinsinet de Sivry,
Michael Goldade and Pascal Schreiber wearing their miters and holding their
pastoral staffs, stand at the end of their consecration ceremony in a tent set up
outside the Society of St. Pius X seminary in Econe, Switzerland, Wednesday, July
1, 2026. Credit: Credit: AP Photo/Baz Ratner lllustration: America Media

VATICAN CITY (RNS) — Pope Leo XIV returned to Rome in late July from his
summer vacation just as one of the Catholic Church’s longest-running internal
conflicts came back into the spotlight.

Prominent prelates were sparring on Catholic television and social media over how
to address Catholics attached to the traditional Latin Mass, which had been sharply
restricted by Pope Francis in 2021.

The liturgy wars, as they are called in Catholic circles, concern how the Mass
expresses the church’s theology, authority and tradition. After the church introduced
the new rite, or Novus Ordo, in 1969, some believers remained attached to the
traditional Mass, celebrated in Latin and with the priest’s back to the congregation.

Pope Benedict XVI attempted to mend the rift with a 2007 decree, “Summorum
Pontificum,” allowing faithful to attend the Latin Mass without their bishop’s approval
and enabling stable groups of parishioners to request the older rite.

Benedict hoped the decree would promote reconciliation, particularly with the
traditionalist Society of St. Pius X or SSPX, which promoted the Latin Mass and
rejected reforms of the Second Vatican Council meant to reconcile the church with
modern society.

Pope Francis overturned his predecessor’s opening toward the Latin Mass in 2021
by issuing “Traditionis Custodes,” restoring episcopal and Vatican control over where
and by whom the older rite could be celebrated. Francis believed that traditional Latin
Masses were a breeding ground for opposition to Vatican Il reforms and papal
authority.



Now Pope Leo, who has made the theme of unity the central theme of his pontificate,
has inherited a tense liturgical battlefield that has already split the church. SSPX
bishops incurred automatic excommunication on July 1 when the Society
consecrated four bishops without papal approval; and even though the liturgy was not
the only reason for the official break, the Society is inseparable from the traditional
Latin Mass.

Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of San Francisco, who has opposed restrictions on
the Latin Mass, called in a July 10 post on X for “more access to the traditional Latin
Mass for the faithful but also more reverent Novus Ordo Masses inspired by the
tradition.”

Cardinal Arthur Roche, the Vatican’s liturgy chief and the leading institutional
defender of Pope Francis’ restrictions on the older rite, in a July 29 interview with The
Tablet, seemingly debunked hopes that Leo might overturn Traditionis Custodes.

“It's a very complex area. And it's a very important area because the Eucharist is the
sacrament of unity,” he acknowledged. “But no, Pope Leo is not going to change
Traditionis Custodes, and he’s not going back to Summorum Pontificum.”

The comment sparked debate among Catholics on social media and beyond.
Cordileone responded to Roche during an interview on the Catholic television
network EWTN. He argued that if Francis’ restrictions are not lifted, some faithful “will
then go to these other groups that are not in full communion with the See of Rome,”
hinting at groups like SSPX.

Only 2% of U.S. Catholics, roughly 1 million people, said that they attend the Latin
Mass weekly, according to a 2025 Pew Research Center Study.

But sociologists Stephen Cranney and Stephen Bullivant, authors of the upcoming
book “Trads: Latin Mass Catholics in the United States,” estimate only 100,000 to
110,000 Catholics attend the traditional Latin Mass on a typical Sunday in the U.S.
Reports show that many of the old rite Catholics do not identify with SSPX and
recognize papal authority. These findings support similar research throughout the
years.

In the interview, Cordileone questioned how well Roche ‘knows the mind’ of the pope.
In the hierarchical structure of the church, how Leo feels about the Latin Mass will
determine the current resolution of the liturgy wars.

In March, Leo wrote a message to bishops in France, which like the U.S. has
experienced tensions over the Latin Mass and a surge in young converts seeking
spirituality in old rituals. The pope called for “concrete solutions” enabling the
“generous inclusion” of Catholics sincerely attached to the Old Rite

“It is troubling that a painful wound continues to open within the Church concerning
the celebration of the Mass, the very sacrament of unity,” read Leo’s message,
conveyed by Cardinal Pietro Parolin.

The letter was interpreted as a sign that Leo might at least ease the restrictions,
urging bishops to allow for the celebration of the Latin Mass in their dioceses, but it
did not point to any intention of overturning “Traditionis Custodes.”



So far, Leo has allowed Latin Mass celebrations selectively. In October 2025, he
permitted conservative Cardinal Raymond Burke to celebrate Mass in the Old Rite in
St. Peter’'s Basilica, and the Vatican recently granted or maintained temporary
exemptions for some dioceses.

More recently, on July 25, Leo appointed Cordileone as one of seven new members
of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura, the Vatican’s highest court, which
reviews disputes over church governance and oversees the administration of justice.
Leo also appointed veteran canonist Bishop Juan Ignacio Arrieta, who only days
earlier had raised questions about some of the broader legal consequences attributed
to the SSPX excommunications.

A canon lawyer, Leo would likely have weighed those appointments carefully. They
could lend conservative credibility to any future Vatican legal action involving the
SSPX.

Our greatest insight into “the mind of the Holy Father” regarding the Latin Mass is in
the 2025 interview he gave to Elise Ann Allen of Crux, where he reflected on the
numerous letters and requests he received regarding the celebration of the Old Rite.

While admitting that the situation is “obviously very complicated,” Leo displayed a
deep understanding of what drove many faithful away from the reformed liturgy. He
pointed to an “abuse” in some of the post-Vatican |l Masses that left Catholics seeking
deeper prayer and contact with the mystery of the faith.

But he also seemed to share the concerns of his predecessor, Francis, saying that,
for some, the liturgy has become “a political tool” and driven an ideological
polarization so fierce that “people aren’t willing to listen to one another.”

If the SSPX excommunication taught us anything about this pope, it is that Leo is
willing to seek a unifying option as long as there is possibility for dialogue. He wrote
a personal appeal to the Society pleading for them to “please turn back,” which was
swiftly ignored. In the interview, Leo reported that bishops had invited traditionalist
groups to talk about the Latin Mass, only to be declined. How the pope addresses the
tensions may depend on how willing Latin Mass goers are to dialogue and seek
compromise.

An opportunity for that dialogue may come Sept. 25-28 when Leo visits France, home
to one of the world’s largest and fastest-growing communities of Catholics attached
to the older liturgy.

An annual traditionalist pilgrimage from Paris to Chartres has grown from roughly
12,000 participants in 2022 to about 20,000 this year, made up mostly of young
people. Notre-Dame de Chrétienté, the association behind the pilgrimage, has also
been asked to help mobilize volunteers for the pope’s visit — an acknowledgment of
a movement that is difficult for the French church or Rome to dismiss as either
marginal or fading.

Leo will therefore arrive in France facing the question he posed to its bishops in
March: whether Catholics attached to the older rite can be “generously included”
without allowing the liturgy to become a vehicle for rejecting Vatican Il or papal
authority.
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OPPOSE ASSISTED SUICIDE

UNITE IN PRAYER AND COMPASSIONATE ACTION

The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is
back in the House of Commons and seeks
to legalise assisted suicide. This would
undermine the sanctity and dignity of
human life.

We are against this Bill in principle
and it remains deeply flawed
and dangerous in practice.

There will be a vote on
Friday, 11 September
2026 - please

contact your MP
asap.

Act Now!

Use your smartphone camera
to scan the QR code to visit the
Bishops’ Conference website.

There you will find resources to
help you contact your MP, read
the reasons why we oppose
assisted suicide, explore FAQs,
and more.

] iy
e, WAL Y
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales
39 Eccleston Square, London. SWIV 1BX




Mass and Service Times this week

All Saints Our Lady of Lourdes
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday - .
8th August Spm In Thanksgiving No Service
Sunday 9.30am Sam Armstrong 11am For all Asylum Seekers
9th August
? >pm Helen Bevan & (Cliff)
Monday . .
10th August No Service No Service
Tuesday . . .
11th August No Service 7.30pm Special Intention
11am Funeral Service Kathleen Dunne
Wednesday .
12th August No Service
9 7.30pm Carmel Broughal
Thursday . .
13th August No Service No Service
Friday .
14th August 12pm Pat Gallagher (Int) No Service
The Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary
Saturday - . .
15th August Spm Special intention (M) No Service
11am ; i
Sunday 9.30am Julie Taylor Priests living m:ﬂﬂw.ﬂwmmoa all over the
16th August Michael Butler

5pm




