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NEXT WEEK'S 
READINGS

REFLECTION

Together these readings remind me that our faith is 
not one in which we are seeking for things to get 
individually better, but that whatever we go through 
we’ll be in the love and care of God who in love also 
calls us to be with and for others in love. We are called 
outside our own anxieties and worries to see the love 
of God already active, to enter into that love, and to 
act in response to that love to God and others.

These readings also remind me of the recent readings 
of the Parable of the Sower and lessons about God 
rather than what is our temptation to think about what 
kind of soil we are (another reflection piece I saw 
pointed out it was not called the Parable of the Four 
Soils). The parable speaks of a Sower who sows 
without worrying about running out of seeds. In the 
gospel we see a presumably brokenhearted Jesus 
withdrawing after hearing of John’s death, who in his 
own sorrow is still moved to pity for the crowd and 
feeds them in health and food. There is a consistent 
message of a God of love who shares love and grace 
without end and beyond our needs, with enough left 
over to fill many baskets.

The invitation to all from Isaiah, and Paul’s letter 
showing that absolutely nothing separates us from the 
love of God emphasize this love-giving God. It sounds 
like the model of Christ for Christians is to bring what 
we have, even if it is only five loaves and two fish, and 
allow ourselves to be united with the love that God is 
so freely and wantonly shared with us all, and help 
others to see the love that is already being shared 
with all by God. 

As St. Faustina said: Jezu ufam tobie (Jesus I trust in 
You).

First Reading
1 Kings 19:9,11-13

Psalm
84(85):9-14

Second Reading
Romans 9:1-5

Gospel
Matthew 14:22-33

mailto:our3parishes@gmail.com
https://ourparishes.church
mailto:our3parishes@gmail.com


"I WAS A STRANGER AND YOU WELCOMED ME"
Fr. Ned attended The National Justice & Peace Conference last weekend. One of 
the main subjects was refugees and how they are treated. A national campaign 
now organised by Jesuits, S.V.P and Caritas have produced postcards for you to 
sign and post off. They are available at the back of church to take home and sign 
and they require a stamp to post them.

 "As Christians, we stand with refugees".

Words used often by the late Pope Francis and now by Pope Leo. Please support 
this if you can.

BUBBLES, BREWS & BAKES! 
Join the With Love, Steph team on Sunday 9th August for a morning bursting with 
fun, treats and smiles! Enjoy delicious homemade cakes and a brew with hot 
sausage butties. There’s a raffle packed with prizes - including some fabulous 
bubbly! Games, fun and magical moments for little ones. It’s the perfect way to 
spend a summer morning with family and friends while helping us spread a little 
more love where it’s needed most. So why not POP in for a brew.. and leave with 
a smile? We’d love to see you there! x

IDEAS FOR CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS
All Saint’s church is now over 60 years old and as a parish we have made some 
significant improvements over the years to the fabric and facilities such as a new 
roof, re-painting the interior and new LCD lighting.

The Parish Council would welcome any suggestions from parishioners that would 
improve or enhance our church and facilities. Health and Safety, inclusivity and/or 
aesthetic ideas would be welcome.

If you have any suggestions please speak to Tim Clear, Father Ned or send an 
email to our3parishes@gmail.com

TODAY’S MASS
PSALM

You open your hand and fulfil us, O Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia

One does not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that comes forth from the mouth of God.

Alleluia!
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PARISH BBQ
For all those involved in our parish, you all know the date 4th September. Can we 
ask you to sign up on the list at the back of both churches. It's so much easier for 
us if we have a good idea of numbers we will be catering for. Please sign up over 
the next few weeks. Thank you all.

IMPORTANT DATES
Parish Summer BBQ -  September 4th 7.30pm

Parish Auction - 16th October

Ministers Day - 17th October: Sr. Helen will once again be leading a day for all 
ministers from 10am-1pm.  

SUNDAY COLLECTION - (NOT INC. SO)
Offertory:
Our Lady of Lourdes: Sunday 19th July £269.46, Sunday 26th July £314.86

All Saints:  Sunday 26th July £946.77

Thank you for your generosity each week. To all who give envelopes, do standing 
orders and to those who donate to the live stream. Live Stream services cost 
£1,500 a year, so it is so important, thanks so much.

BIDDING PRAYERS
We still need some parishioners to sign up to write our bidding prayers for the next 
few months. The sheets are with the welcomers at the back of both churches, so 
please both parishes sign up. The prayers need to be dropped to your parish or 
emailed to us by the Friday.

All Saints:                                                                                                                                  
l8th/9th August - Denise Brereton
15th/16th August - Steve & Elaine McNicholas

Our Lady of Lourdes: 
8th/9th August - Benedict Nwokoye
15th/16th August - Margaret Lavelle

MONDAY CLUB
Just an opportunity to chat.

ST JOSEPH'S & HOLY FAMILY WALKERS. 
Friday evening, 7th August. Spud Wood, Lymm. Meet at St Joseph’s Car Park at 
6.15pm for short (2 miles), gentle evening walk with refreshments afterwards at 
local pub for those that wish. For more details please see the website www.
stjosephswalkers.org.uk.

https://www.stjosephswalkers.org.uk
https://www.stjosephswalkers.org.uk


RETROUVAILLE ENGLAND AND WALES
MARRIAGE IN A RUT?  Or need help with deeper issues?

Retrouvaille has helped thousands of couples find hope and healing in their 
marriage. 

Next dates: 2nd - 4th Oct.  www.retrouvaille.org.uk/info Tel: 0788 7296983

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR MP TO OPPOSE ASSISTED SUICIDE
The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is back in the House of Commons and 
seeks to legalise assisted suicide. It will have its Second Reading and vote on 
Friday, 11 September 2026. Please write to your MP to make your voice heard 
and oppose the Bill.

“This bill is wrong in principle,” says Archbishop Richard Moth, President of the 
Bishops’ Conference, “It is also deeply flawed and, if passed, could lead to 
vulnerable people feeling pressured into ending their lives. The Bill has a serious 
lack of protection for health and social care staff and risks putting many wonderful 
hospices and care homes in the position of no longer being able to operate. I urge 
you to write to your Members of Parliament to petition them to vote against the Bill 
at Second Reading.”

You can support the Archbishop’s call and contact your MP now as a matter of 
urgency. Even if you have already done so in the past, please speak up and voice 
your opposition. The charity Right to Life UK has a simple online mechanism to 
do this. It takes little more than a few minutes to enter your postcode, make sure 
the suggested text suits your viewpoint and submit your message to ask your MP 
to stop this flawed Bill progressing through parliament.

For more information and resources, please visit:

cbcew.org.uk/opposing-assisted-suicide

righttolife.org.uk/Sept11vote
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Message on the Terminally Ill Assisted Dying Bill 
returning to the House of Commons

I write with some urgency to all the people of the Diocese, as for the third time in little 
more than a decade, we face a threat to remove legal protections to permit medically 
assisted suicide, with all the consequences for some of the most vulnerable.  I ask 
you to write to your Member of Parliament to urge them to oppose a re-introduced 
Private Members Bill to be brought to the House of Commons on Friday 11th 
September.  

In 2015 a Bill to permit medically assisted suicide was overwhelmingly rejected by the 
House of Commons. In 2024, a Bill with the same object of removing legal protections 
from the sick and the aged, passed by a small margin in the House of Commons and 
in June 2025, the same Bill completed its passage with even narrower majority. 

This Bill did not survive scrutiny in the House of the Lords due to the dangers it posed 
and fell in the face of some 1,200 amendments and numerous concerns raised by 
medical and professional bodies, those representing the disabled, and organisations 
concerned with mental health and domestic abuse.  I think you will be incredulous that 
this Bill is now back in virtually unamended form.  The euthanasia lobby will not easily 
give up its efforts to breach long-established protections in our laws, and we must be 
as resolute and tireless in our own stand for the value of every human life and the 
protection of those most vulnerable. 

As Christians we oppose medical killing in principle.  The sanctity of human life is one 
of the great gifts which Christianity brought to human civilisation.  However, in writing 
to your Member of Parliament we need to also highlight the dangerous consequences 
of this deeply flawed Bill becoming law.  We need to point out with many others the 
threat posed to some of the most vulnerable and the need for the adequate provision 
of palliative care, seen in the wonderful work of our hospices.  Let us pray for all our 
Members of Parliament and that the threat of euthanasia (the medical killing of the 
sick and the aged) be decisively rejected in the weeks ahead. 

+ Mark

Bishop of Shrewsbury



News from Solihull
bernymcdermott@gmail.com

We are very fortunate to have lovely grounds to enjoy here at St Columbans Solihull. 
We have become so accustomed to the advantages of living in such a lovely 
environment, that Columbans who have lived here over the years have tended to take 
their good fortune for granted.

The emphasis on climate change and the environment in recent years has been a 
‘wake-up call’ for the community and we are now co-operating with local groups 
concerned with preserving the earth and protecting the environment. We have 
hundreds of trees within the property (10 acres) many of which are very old and in 
need of care to preserve them for the future.

Our Columban Justice &amp; Faith group encouraged by James Trewby our youth 
leader, have encouraged a number of schools in the West Midlands area to join a 
programme of environmental awareness which includes planting many more trees to 
improve the landscape including fruit orchards. There are bee hives and bird boxes 
where different varieties of birds can breed and thrive. Many children have visited St 
Columbans on field trips during the year and enjoy the experience of learning about 
the habitat of the wildlife that abounds here as well as the flora and fauna that 
supports the environment.

Through the generosity of a wealthy Columban benefactor we have built a safe path 
way around the ‘wilded area’ for visitors to walk and enjoy the peace and tranquillity 
that the property can provide.

Our Columban community on embarking on this project is responding to one of our 
society directives which seeks to accompany the poorest communities in our world 
who suffer from the effects of climate change and economic injustice.

In 2015 Pope Francis wrote an important encyclical entitled ‘Laudato Si; 'Praise be to 
you'. In his introduction Pope Francis states that everything is interconnected, 
meaning that environmental degradation, economic injustice, and social suffering 
must be tackled together through a profound moral and spiritual renewal. 
Environmental crises cannot be separated from social problems; harming the earth 
directly harms the poor and vulnerable who depend most on its resources. &amp; 
Care for Our Common Home:

Sad to say that many of our parishes around the country have not appreciated the 
importance of ‘Caring for the Planet’ and ‘Climate Change’. Hopefully the present 
heatwave which is affecting much of Europe with thousands of people having to leave 
their homes because of wild fires will prove a catalyst in alerting our parishes to the 
need to take this issue seriously.

Fr Bernard
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Pope Leo calls for prayers for just peace in the Holy 
Land and Middle East

by Linda Bordoni – OSV News July 27, 2026

Pope Leo XIV leads the Angelus prayer in Piazza della Liberta in Castel Gandolfo, 
near Rome, July 26, 2026. He appealed for dialogue, diplomacy and prayers for a just 
peace in the Holy Land and the Middle East. Credit: OSV News photo/Remo Casilli, 
Reuters

(Vatican News) — Pope Leo XIV on July 26 renewed his urgent appeals for peace in 
the Holy Land and across the Middle East during his Angelus address in Castel 
Gandolfo, expressing deep concern over the escalating violence and calling for an 
immediate return to dialogue.

“I continue to follow with deep concern the ongoing and escalating violence in the 
Holy Land, where, in recent days, many civilians, both in the West Bank and in Gaza, 
have once again fallen victim,” the pope said.

“I make a heartfelt appeal for a return to negotiations to achieve a just political 
solution, founded on the equal dignity and equal rights of every human person,” he 
continued. “At the same time, I urge the rejection of further military actions and 
unilateral decisions, especially those that violate the respect for and the status quo of 
the holy places of every religion.”

Throughout the Middle East, he said, “the intensification of military operations has 
once again brought violence and destruction, placing the lives of countless civilians 
in grave danger and worsening the shortages of drinking water and electricity.”

The Associated Press reported late July 25 that the U.S. military “has paused its 
airstrikes on Iran after nearly two weeks of intensifying bombing, while diplomatic 
efforts have pushed forward to try to avert a return to all-out war.”

On July 24 in the  occupied West Bank, according to Reuters, four Palestinians and 
two Israeli soldiers were killed near a Palestinian village in a confrontation that added 
to a growing toll over recent weeks as Israeli settler violence has intensified against 
Palestinians.



“I urge all parties involved to suspend their attacks and urgently reopen avenues of 
dialogue and diplomacy, so that the peace so greatly desired by the entire region may 
be achieved without delay,” Pope Leo said.

Pope Leo encouraged everyone to continue praying for all peoples throughout the 
world who are suffering because of war.

“May the Lord touch hearts and enlighten the minds of those in positions of 
responsibility, so that reconciliation and peace may soon prevail,” he said.





5 years after Pope Francis’ Latin Mass restrictions, 
traditionalist Catholics reflect on ‘Traditionis 

Custodes’
by Gina Christian - OSV NewsJuly 27, 2026

Father James Miara, pastor of Holy Innocents Church in New York City, celebrates a 
traditional Latin Mass at Holy Innocents July 13, 2025. Credit: OSV News photo/

Gregory A. Shemitz

(OSV News) — Five years after its release, a papal document on the preconciliar 
form of the Mass, commonly called the “traditional Latin Mass” and abbreviated as 
the “TLM,” continues to prompt reflection and debate — with the Holy See’s recent 
excommunication of the Society of St. Pius X adding a new element to the discussion.

"Traditionis Custodes,” Pope Francis’ motu proprio on the use of the Roman rite 
liturgical form that existed prior to the Second Vatican Council, was released July 16, 
2021.

Accompanying the document was a letter from Pope Francis to the bishops 
explaining his intention for the motu proprio, which he said in both that document and 
the letter had followed a 2020 consultation with the bishops by what is now the 
Vatican Dicastery of the Doctrine of the Faith.

In the letter, Pope Francis explained that his predecessors St. John Paul II and Pope 
Benedict XVI had permitted the use of the Roman Missal used before the 1962-1965 
Second Vatican Council, hoping to restore unity with the traditionalist Society of St. 
Pius X, or SSPX.

But, said Pope Francis, use of the former rubric had increasingly become associated 
with a broad rejection of Vatican II itself.

He also stated two principles for the motu proprio’s application. Bishops were to 
provide for those “rooted in the previous form” but to ensure they “return in due time” 
to the postconciliar Mass form, with no further establishment of new parishes for the 
celebration of the earlier form of the Mass.

At the same time, Pope Francis called upon bishops to ensure the current liturgical 
form — for which an approved Latin-language version is available — be celebrated 
“with decorum and fidelity” to the conciliar norms, “without the eccentricities that can 
easily degenerate into abuses.”



‘A different tack’
Pope Francis’ approach in “Traditionis Custodes” marked “a different tack” from the 
course taken by Pope Benedict, said Father John Paul Kimes, associate professor of 
the practice at Notre Dame Law School and the Raymond of Peñafort Fellow in canon 
law at Notre Dame’s de Nicola Center for Ethics and Culture.

Father Kimes explained to OSV News that both popes “saw the same problem” — 
namely, that disagreement and division had arisen over the two liturgical forms — but 
“reacted to it very differently.”

In July 2007, Pope Benedict had issued the motu proprio “Summorum Pontificum,” 
which declared the preconciliar liturgical form to be a permitted “extraordinary 
expression” of the Roman Catholic Church’s liturgy, broadly allowing for its 
celebration with certain conditions.

Pope Benedict’s “fundamental insight was that the liturgy was being ‘politicized'” and 
becoming “a sign of division in the Church” rather than “the source of unity,” Father 
Kimes said.

He also noted that St. John Paul II had “previously addressed (at least twice)” the 
same “open wound in the Church.”

Pope Benedict’s motu proprio allowing for both forms was “an attempt to ‘depoliticize’ 
the Mass,” which is properly “the salvific sacrifice that unites,” said Father Kimes.

In contrast, Pope Francis opted in his motu proprio “to rescind this broader 
permission and to impose further restrictions” on the older form of the Mass — while 
he had meanwhile given the SSPX “broader permissions,” said Father Kimes.

One example of those permissions was granting the society’s priests the faculty to 
hear confessions, beginning in the 2015 Year of Mercy.

“Many people were left with a confused understanding” of the late pope’s aims on the 
issue of the traditional Latin Mass, Father Kimes said.

Immediate impact of ‘Traditionis Custodes’

Shortly after the motu proprio’s promulgation, two-thirds of the nation’s Catholics 
remained unaware of Pope Francis’ restrictions on the preconciliar form of the Mass, 
according to a September 2021 Pew Research Center survey. A Pew report 
published in June 2025 found that 2% of the nation’s Catholics weekly attend the 
preconciliar form of the Mass.

Several experts consulted by OSV News said a forthcoming book is expected to shed 
greater light on the pastoral effects of “Traditionis Custodes.”

“Trads: Latin Mass Catholics in the United States,” scheduled for release in 
December by Oxford University Press, offers data-driven and ethnographic insights 
on the preconciliar form.

The book’s authors, scholars Stephen Cranney of The Catholic University of America 
in Washington and Stephen Bullivant of St. Mary’s University London, met with Pope 
Leo XIV privately at the Vatican in March.



Without providing further details of the meeting, Cranney told OSV News in July that 
he and Bullivant had discussed their research with the pope.

Cranney also placed the number of U.S. Catholics attending the traditional Latin 
Mass on a weekly basis at a “lower estimate” than the one offered by Pew.

In the U.S., “Traditionis Custodes” had an “immediate impact” of making attendance 
of the preconciliar liturgical form “difficult for a lot of traditional Latin Mass Catholics,” 
since it “reduced the venues” for celebration, said Cranney.

“It’s hard to get solid numbers for this, but I do strongly suspect that it decreased the 
total number of traditional Latin Mass-attending Catholics, just because it made it so 
much less convenient,” he said.

A need for more data

In a 2024 Substack post, Bullivant and Cranney had pointed to a “clear lack of 
objective, systematically collected data” on any correlation between attending the 
preconciliar form and holding “negative attitudes” toward Vatican II.

Speaking to OSV News, Australian scholar Richard Rymarz affirmed the need for 
more overall data regarding adherents of the traditional Latin Mass.

Rymarz, a professor at the University of Notre Dame Australia, was in the midst of his 
own 2021 case study on a group of 27 young adult traditional Latin Massgoers in a 
large, unspecified Australian city when “Traditionis Custodes” was issued.

He noted in his findings that “young adult Catholics” attending the traditional Latin 
Mass have “not been the subject of much empirical research, as they are small 
populations.”

His research, which he stressed in his paper was “not intended to be a representative 
or indicative sample,” identified three broad types of young traditional Latin 
Massgoers among those he interviewed — “continuers, joiners and converts.”

“Continuers” were raised in the traditional Latin Mass community Rymarz studied, or 
had at least attended Mass in that form since childhood.

Massimo Faggioli, professor of theology and religious studies at Villanova University 
in suburban Philadelphia, confirmed to OSV News that the traditional Latin Mass has 
“now become a multigenerational thing.”

“There’s a process of transmission in this,” he explained. “Now, especially in some 
areas in the United States, there are (traditional Latin Mass) families who have kids 
born after 2007” — when “Summorum Pontificum” was issued — “and this 
complicates enormously the pastoral solutions.”

Faggioli described the from-childhood adherence to the older form as “less 
ideological and more part of a lived experience,” adding, “It’s a different picture now 
than when it started in full almost 20 years ago, when Pope Benedict published his 
motu proprio.”



Rounding out the born-and-raised attendees in Rymarz’s study were “joiners,” 
baptized Catholics who had then become members of the traditional Latin Mass 
community, and “converts,” whose entrance into both the Catholic Church and the 
traditional Latin Mass community closely coincided.

Faggioli also highlighted that preferences for the traditional Latin Mass vary globally.

“It seems to me this is really a European and North American phenomenon,” one 
largely found in “English-speaking countries,” he said.

‘Reverence,’ ‘aesthetics’ and a love of Latin

Faggioli said that concentration was “not a surprise,” asserting that Vatican II’s 
liturgical shift from Latin to the vernacular was more dramatic for English speakers.

“It’s one thing to make the transition from Latin to Italian, Spanish or French,” he said. 
“But for many in the Anglo-American context, it gave the impression of a sell-out to 
the Protestants. It sounded (like) the loss of a very specific Catholic marker, which 
was Latin.”

At the same time, said Faggioli, “language is not everything” in the preference for the 
traditional Latin Mass, adding that Vatican II’s biblical renewal, which saw “more Bible 
in the (Mass) readings,” was “seen in certain contexts as a less Catholic, more 
Protestant” church.

Cranney also pointed to the “aesthetics” of the preconciliar Mass form, which for 
adherents is seen as “a lot more elegant” compared to “more stripped-down modern 
Masses.”

In addition, he said, “some” of the attraction is a sense of “tradition.”

Adherents “feel like by going to the TLM, they’re sort of hearkening back to their 
ancestors, or the older Church,” said Cranney, describing the preconciliar form as “a 
heuristic for being guaranteed a reverent Mass.”

In his study, Rymarz found that traditional Latin Massgoers in the community he 
studied “shared a commonality of belief and practice” that was “hard to separate from 
strictly theological views about preference for the TLM.”

"If one notion could act as a useful summary of views on the TLM, it would be the very 
commonly expressed view, albeit articulated in slightly different ways, centred on the 
idea of ‘feeling at home’ or ‘where I belong,'” he wrote.

‘Radicalization’ and SSPX excommunications

Speaking to OSV News, Rymarz said the community he studied was “blindsided” by 
“Traditionis Custodes” — and he warned that “it’s almost a maxim in sociology” that 
groups who feel marginalized are at greater risk for radicalization.

“I can imagine those feelings would be exacerbated after the document,” he said, 
referring to “Traditionis Custodes.”



Father Brian Austin — a canon law scholar at St. Paul University in Ottawa, and a 
member of the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter currently ministering in Atlanta — said 
the document ultimately had a divisive effect.

While not applying to his own Vatican-approved community, which was founded in 
1988 for the exclusive celebration of the Mass according to the older form, 
“Traditionis Custodes” actually “re-opened wounds that had taken decades to heal,” 
Father Austin told OSV News.

He added, “some of these wounds — self-inflicted though they may be, as in the case 
of the schismatic SSPX — may perdure for the foreseeable future,” referencing Pope 
Leo’s July excommunications of six bishops of the traditionalist society, following 
unauthorized episcopal ordinations in defiance of Vatican orders.

A look ahead

But “ironically, the temerity of the SSPX might be a godsend for traditionalists within 
the Church,” said Shaun Blanchard, senior lecturer in theology at the University of 
Notre Dame Australia.

Blanchard told OSV News the SSPX excommunications “provide a timely chance” for 
traditionalist Catholics “to publicly and vehemently assert their loyalty to Pope Leo.”

He said his 2021 mapping of “four basic camps” of reaction to “Traditionis Custodes” 
— those who celebrated the “TLM crackdown,” those who saw it as a “sad necessity,” 
and those who opted to “mourn and move on” or “reject and resist” — still holds five 
years later, “albeit in mutated form.”

Blanchard said those groups in turn “showed that the real dispute was ecclesiological 
and not liturgical.”

Specifically, said Blanchard, the presence of such groups “put the controversy into a 
historical context that went beyond the issues that Francis and his supporters and 
critics typically circled around” — such as the reception or rejection of Vatican II or 
opinion on the benefit of Pope Benedict’s “Summorum Pontificum.”

Pope Leo will likely not rescind “Traditionis Custodes,” but the motu proprio could die 
“a death-by-a-thousand-cuts,” with the pope possibly deciding to make “exceptions” 
that become the norm, while the document would serve as a “safety valve” to “corral 
and control renegade traditionalist communities,” Blanchard said.

Jesuit Father Anthony Lusvardi, associate lecturer in theology at the Pontifical 
Gregorian University in Rome, told OSV News that “taking a bit of a step back” and 
determining “the theological principles that we’re trying to protect” can “lead to a more 
accommodating and flexible approach” towards those who have “legitimate desires” 
regarding the preconciliar liturgical form.

“The fact that people are attracted to an alternative should cause us to ask a number 
of different questions,” said Father Lusvardi, a sacramental theologian. “It may cause 
us to ask, ‘Is there something wrong with these people?’ But it may also cause us to 
ask, ‘Is there something wrong with the way that we are celebrating the Novus Ordo 
(the postconciliar form of the liturgy)?'”



Father Lusvardi added, “Being a theologian, I don’t think the fact that criticism exists 
is necessarily a bad thing. When I see or hear criticism, I say, ‘That’s interesting. Let’s 
talk about this. Let’s dig into what the issues are.'”

He also echoed the call for “more research” — along with “genuine listening” and 
“person-to-person conversations, because those are very different than the social 
media sort of conversations.”



Did Pope Leo just quote a Bob Dylan deep cut?
by James T. Keane July 24, 2026

Pope Leo XIV and a young Bob Dylan Credit: OSVNews/Wikimedia Illustration: 
America Media

Popes like citations. You don’t need to read a papal encyclical to recognize this; 
everything from an apostolic constitution to a motu proprio to a published homily that 
comes from the pontiff’s pen will inevitably include dozens and perhaps hundreds of 
references to the church’s intellectual patrimony. Scripture or church documents 
usually dominate, and for the last half-century, the documents of the Second Vatican 
Council have often taken pride of place in the footnotes. 

Sometimes popes go rogue. Pope Francis liked to reference the English priest and 
novelist Robert Hugh Benson as well as Fyodor Dostoevsky. As is the case with any 
pope who reigns for more than a few years, the documents of the latter years of 
Francis’ tenure also had a lot of references to his own papal oeuvre. (If you want to 
get technical, even St. Luke liked that move: What’s the opening line of Acts of the 
Apostles? “In my first book, Theophilus…”) And Pope Benedict XVI liked to include 
Plato and other classical Greco-Roman authors as much as he did any church father.

What no pope has ever done until now, however? Quote Bob Dylan.

But here we are. In the foreword to a new book collecting his writings on 
peacemaking, Disarmed and Disarming: Peace Is a Gift, the pontiff quoted a 1963 
Bob Dylan song, “Go Away You Bomb,” citing a line Dylan directed at nuclear 
weapons: “I hate you cause yer man-made and man-owned an’ man-handled.”

If you’ve never heard of the verse or the song, you’re not alone: “Go Away You Bomb” 
was never recorded by Dylan. He seems to have written the song in a day in 1963 at 
the request of Izzy Young of the Greenwich Village Folklore Center, and it only exists 
as a typewritten manuscript. The lyrics have the same tone and feel as “Masters of 
War,” the classic song released the same year on “The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan,” but 
Pope Leo didn’t cite that famous track: Instead, he dug deep, like a hipster tossing 
aside “Bob Dylan’s Greatest Hits” for a vinyl B-side of something terrible from “Self-
Portrait.”

To be fair, Dylan isn’t the focus of the foreword, which also mentions Dorothy Day, 
Giorgio La Pira and Blessed Floribert Bwana Chui as important examples of 
peacemakers.



And Leo has surprised us before: “Magnifica Humanitas” included a quote from 
Gandalf in it. Wizard! But the inclusion of an unpublished Dylan song raises the 
possibility that this American-born pope, at least in his days as Bob from Chicago, 
was a serious Dylan head. It is also a reminder of a curious history of interactions—
actual and virtual—between Dylan and the popes of the last half-century.

The most famous example is no doubt Dylan’s performance in front of 300,000 youths 
and Pope John Paul II himself at the International Eucharistic Congress in Bologna, 
Italy, in 1997. Dylan played “A Hard Rain’s Gonna Fall,” “Forever Young” and 
“Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door.” The pope’s speech that night repurposed the lyrics of 
Dylan’s famous anthem, “Blowin’ in the Wind,” in what feels today a bit like an attempt 
to baptize the song. According to press reports, when referencing the question of 
“how many roads a man must walk down before he becomes a man,” the pope said 
“there is only one road for man, and it is the road of Jesus Christ, who said, ‘I am the 
Way and the Life.”’ The pope also said that the proverbial “answer” was not “in the 
wind that blows everything away into nothingness, but in the wind that is the breath 
and voice of the Spirit, the voice that calls and says, ‘Come.’”

The press loved it. “It’s the stuff of which legends are made,” Candice Hughes of The 
Associated Press wrote. “The rebel who’s been knock, knock, knocking on heaven’s 
door meeting the man with the keys to the kingdom.” Not everyone in the Vatican was 
so pleased, including the future successor to Pope John Paul II, Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger. 

In a 2007 book, John Paul II: My Beloved Predecessor, Ratzinger (by then Pope 
Benedict XVI) wrote that he opposed Dylan’s appearance and tried to prevent it. “The 
Pope arrived tired, worn out” at the Eucharistic Congress, he wrote. “Just at that 
moment Bob Dylan, the ‘star’ of the young, and others whose names I do not recall, 
turned up. They had a message completely different from that to which the Pope was 
committed. There was reason to be sceptical—which I was, and in a certain sense 
still am—to doubt whether it was really right to involve ‘prophets’ of this type.” 

Fair enough: No one ever held up Joseph Ratzinger as a champion of pop culture, 
and his own musical tastes ran more to classical. And he’s in good company. Pete 
Seeger tried to derail a Dylan concert once, too. 

Benedict’s successor, Pope Francis, never mentioned or met Dylan, but it didn’t stop 
the two becoming unexpectedly linked after the pope’s death in 2025. The day after 
Francis died on April 21 of that year, various news outlets and social media posts 
began quoting Dylan’s eloquent and heartfelt tribute to the beloved pontiff:

Pope Francis was a voice of mercy in a time of noise. He walked with humility, spoke 
with fire, and dared to love the unloved. He reminded the world that compassion isn’t 
weakness, and faith doesn’t have to shout to be heard. May he rest in the eternal 
peace he so often preached.

A beautiful farewell. Except Dylan never wrote it. No one knows how the quote ever 
came to be. However, it most certainly went viral in the weeks following, and still today 
perdures online as a strange example of the Mandela effect. 



And now we have Pope Leo hinting that he’s a Dylanologist of the first order. How did 
we go in just 20 years from a future pope who didn’t even want to allow Dylan to 
perform to a pope who quotes his most obscure work? 

Despite a brief and extremely controversial conversion to evangelical Christianity in 
the late 1970s, Dylan has never publicly been much of a fan of organized religion. 
Remember “It’s Alright Ma (I’m Only Bleeding),” his fiery 1965 broadside against the 
hypocrisy of modern life? If you were a Catholic bishop in the United States (then or 
now), you might feel like you were catching some strays in Dylan’s lyrics:

While some on principles baptized
To strict party platform ties
Social clubs in drag disguise
Outsiders they can freely criticize
Tell nothing except who to idolize
And then say God bless him.

However, Dylan has found fans over the years in some prominent Catholics in the 
United States. Bishop Robert Barron of Winona-Rochester has called Dylan one of 
his heroes and praised his lyrics for their biblical and spiritual resonances. (Here’s his 
cover of Dylan’s “You’re Gonna Make Me Lonesome When You Go.”) And in Robert 
Hudson’s 2018 book The Monk’s Record Player: Thomas Merton, Bob Dylan, and the 
Perilous Summer of 1966, the author noted that Thomas Merton, despite never 
meeting or corresponding with Dylan and being twice his age, nevertheless admired 
the iconoclastic singer and longed for his imprimatur. In 1966, Merton wrote the 
following in his journal:

Should a hermit like Bob Dylan? He means at least as much to me as some of the 
new liturgy, perhaps in some ways more. I want to know the guy. I want him to come 
here, and I want him to see one of my poems, he might even use it.

It is of course a distinct possibility that if Merton ever had met Dylan, the latter would 
have ruined it by acting like a total jerk. It happens. But there is no question Merton 
felt a connection there as least as strong as that he felt with Romano Guardini or the 
other intellectual powerhouses of the church of his time.

Back then, of course, Dylan was a young man and a hero of the youth-led antiwar 
movement. Even in 2007, Pope Benedict was still remembering him as “the ‘star’ of 
the young.” (Though Dylan was 57 at the time and had almost died a few months 
before of pericarditis.) No one thinks of youthful rebellion anymore when they are 
citing this 85-year-old wizard who long outlived Merton and has now survived seven 
popes, so perhaps his status as an elder statesman makes him more palatable to 
popes and bishops and spiritual writers as well as their readers and listeners. 

Perhaps, too, the culture really has changed, and not necessarily with the disastrous 
consequences Pope Benedict associated with the popularity of singers like Dylan 
back in the day. Robert Prevost was 7 years old when Bob Dylan wrote “Go Away You 
Bomb.” American pop and rock music have been part of his life since infancy. And he 
seems to have turned out all right, ecclesiastically speaking. So, too, did most other 
church leaders who grew up listening to his tunes and resonating with Dylan’s lyrics.



Next year marks 30 years since John Paul II met Dylan. How fitting would it be for Bob 
from the Midwest to sing a few songs for another Bob from the Midwest? I vote for 
“Tryin’ To Get To Heaven.”
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