
This Week’s Readings 
 

Our Parishes Newsletter 

Parish Priest: Father Ned Wall 
Retired Priest: Fr Bernard McDermott 
The Presbytery, 164, Carrington Lane 
Permanent Deacon: John Conway  

 The RC Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity No. 234025 
 

Website: https://ourparishes.church 
 

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,            
10-13 

Psalm 22(23) 

Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14 

Gospel John 9:1-41 

4th Sunday of Lent - 19th March 2023 (A) 



CONTACT DETAILS 
 
All Saints 
164 Carrington Lane 
Ashton-on-Mersey 
M33 5WL 
 
Telephone: 
0161 962 4444 
 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Chapel Lane 
Partington 
M31 4EZ 
 
Telephone: 
0161 775 2905 
 
Email: 
our3parishes@gmail.com 
 
https://ourparishes.church 

NEXT 
WEEK’S 
READINGS 
 

First Reading 
Ezekiel 37:12-14 
 
Psalm 
129(130) 
 
 
Second Reading 
Romans 8:8-11 
 
 
Gospel 
John 11:1-45 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTION 

In Today's Gospel, we hear how Jesus, the 
Light of the World, takes away a man's                   
blindness. This wonderful story challenges us to 
"live as children of light." Our Lenten prayers 
and sacri ces should serve to take away our 
blindness, so that we can look into the hearts of 
others, and love them as brothers and sisters. It 
should turn hatred to love, conflict to peace, 
death to eternal life. It should enable us to say, 
with the blind man, "I can see, and I believe in 
God". 

At the beginning of this story, the man was 
blind he was in darkness, but in the end, he is in 
the light, because Jesus is the Light of the 
world. After his healing, the man's friends and 
neighbours do not recognise him. 

When we are Baptised, and when we renew our 
Baptismal vows, we become committed         
followers of Christ. We, too, should change. 
Maybe some would say, "You are not the                  
person you were before!" In fact, that is exactly 
what they should be able to say!  

Today’s Mass 
Psalm                                                                                      

 
The Lord is my shepherd:                                           

there is nothing I shall want. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
 
 

________________ 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We wish all the mothers in our two parishes a very 
Happy Mothers Day, we hope you get suf ciently spoilt 

on your special day. 
We also keep in our thoughts and prayers for our        

mothers who are no longer with us,                                     
may they rest in peace.  

 

All Parishes 
HAMILTON 
We have just 3 tickets, left if anyone wants to book, have a word with Fr 
Ned or email us. The show takes place Wednesday 29th November. We 
have good seats in the circle and the cost including the coach is £78  

If possible could you pay by cheque made payable to All Saints Church. 
Please get your cheque to us within the next few weeks, placed in an  
envelope with the names of the people going on the front. If you decide  
you no longer wish to go please let us know as soon as possible. As we 
need numbers to order the tickets. Thank you for all who have booked. 

LENTEN PROJECT HALFWAY THROUGH 
Now more than halfway through lent and we continue our Lenten project 
in which we will help the most vulnerable and needy families in the areas 
of Sale and Partington, helping with food, money for electric and heating 
bills and for personal needs. So, please give if you can over the next few 
weeks and make life a little bit easier and for those around us in need. We 
will be working with and through Sale West Hub and Our Lady of Lourdes 
School. We will also be looking for a few cars to deliver food Easter                
Saturday. Some  have asked if they can give shop vouchers, that 
would be great too. All you can donate is very welcome. 

 



 

 

BLESSING OF EASTER BASKETS 
Last Easter Saturday we had a lovely gathering with those form our                 
parish communities, once again this year we invite you all to gather on 
Easter Saturday morning 8th April at 12.00pm All Saints Church. Please 
spread the word all are welcome. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION  
Offertory -  All Saints  12/03/2023 excluding SO  £983.48 
Offertory -  Our Lady of Lourdes 12/03/2023  including SO  £ 344.22       
Thank you so much for your continued generosity and giving. 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
Can we say thank you to all of you for your generous giving since Covid. 
You will have noticed it has increased incredibly and  it is great to see 
new faces joining us. Thank you to all of you. The collection is only cash 
received on the day and does not include standing orders or gift giving 
so thank you. A reminder if you pay tax, all that you give, we can get 25p 
for every pound back from the government. It does not take much, just 
have a word with Peter & Marie Barker 973 1425 who very simply can 
sort it all out for you. Just think 25p in every pound can do so much. 

ATTENTION ALL GIFT AID DONORS 
The Tax Year 2022-23 will be coming to an end on 5th April, and the    
Parish will then undertake the process of claiming back the Gift Aid     
refunds on donations made in the Tax Year. If your circumstances have 
changed and you no longer pay income tax (or if for any other reason 
you do not wish to remain in the Gift Aid Scheme) please contact Peter & 
Maria Barker (Phone Number 0161 973 1425) by 5th April, otherwise it 
will be assumed you have paid suf cient income  tax for the Parish to re-
claim Gift Aid on donations made in the Tax Year.  

Also, kindly advise them if you have changed your name or address in 
the past year. 

The new boxes of Offertory Envelopes for Tax Year 2023-24 will be    
available for collection shortly from All Saints Church porch. 

STEPH WITH LOVE CHARITY TEA & COFFEE 
Sunday 26th March we will be having a charity tea & coffee, including 
bake sale, bacon butties, cake pops, craft stall, chocolate tombola and 
guess the name of the Bunny. Please join us after 9.30am Mass. 

SALE WEST HUB 
For the moment they do not need clothes donations. So if you have 
clothes we suggest you take to a charity shop or the local recycling                   
centre. So please for now ,no more clothes to be dropped off at the     
Presbytery. We will let you know when they needed. Thank you for your 
support with the Sale West Hub.  



 

 

CÈILIDH  IN MEMORY OF MARGARET LILLIS 
Margaret's family are organising a cèilidh in her memory ( her favourite 
night out) It will take place at St Andrews Community hall in Mottram on 
15th April. Most of you will not be able to go, but it would be great if you 
could donate gifts for the raffle, auction or tombola. Margaret did so much 
for us in our parishes. Be a good chance to support this venture in her 
name and for the hospice in Maccles eld that meant so much to her. 

COMMUNION VISITS 
Between Eucharistic Ministers and Fr Ned, many parishioners receive 
communion on fortnightly basis. We are aware especially since covid 
there may be people who are not on our radar. If you know someone who 
needs a visit or communion then please let us know in person or by email 
and they will be attended too as soon as possible. Thank you 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS/LENT 
Thank you to those who accepted to lead the stations during Lent.                   
To follow are the Friday evenings they will take place: 

Friday  24th March 7pm 

Friday 31st March  7pm 

A little extra for Lent, why not come along and join us.? 

LENTEN RESOURCES 
So many of us are now experts online and so we list a few websites, they 
may be of help to you this Lenten Season 
https://cafod.org.uk 
https://www.leafletonline.com 
https://www.ignationspirituality.com 
There are many others but just a few here that can help you during this 
Lenten season. 

EXTRA MASS FOR LENT 
For the Lenten season there will be an extra Mass every Friday 12.00pm. 
Just another opportunity to do something extra for Lent. We will also have 
the stations some Friday evenings in Lent.  

MONDAY CLUB 
By popular demand, Bingo Bob is back this week so its ‘Eyes down and 
look in’ again  

PIETY SHOP 
Please take a look at the Piety Shop as you leave church. We have brand 
new stock including cards for St Patricks day, Mothering Sunday, and 
Easter. Please try to support our shop. Thank you  
 
 
 



 

 

BIDDING PRAYERS 
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to 
us or emailed to us by the Friday evening. 
March 
17th/18th Tricia Booth 
24th/25th P Duff 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES  PARKING 
Could we kindly ask that you are mindful of the neighbours when you 
park on a Sunday at Our Lady of Lourdes. Please make sure there is 
enough room to enable them to leave their homes. Thank you 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
We have just had a meeting with the three Primary heads and have           
organised our First Communion Celebrations. They are as follows; 
 
·  6th May - Our Lady of Lourdes 
· 13th May - All Saints 
· 20th May - St Margaret Ward 
 
Another meeting will be held in the coming weeks to discuss meetings 
and rst Forgiveness dates with the Catechists. We will let you know.  
Thank you to everyone who has supported the stall so generously over 
the years.  

NEWSLETTER INSERT FOR LENT 2023: 
An online course on Vatican II: In response to Synodal Submissions, the 
Diocese is offering a series of short podcasts throughout Lent.              
Accessible on the diocesan website at dioceseofshrewsbury.org they are 
not time-bound and may be listened to anytime. You will also 
nd handouts there on various topics.  If you have dif culty accessing 

this material or have any other questions, don't hesitate to call Barbara 
Davies on 07730 526821 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2023:  
Booking are now open for this years Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes.  
Under the leadership of Bishop Mark, the theme for our pilgrimage will be 
"... tell the priests to build a chapel here". This years overland pilgrimage 
will depart on Thursday 27 July returning on Friday 4 August. 
Those pilgrims wishing to fly will depart from Liverpool airport on Friday 
28 July returning on Thursday 3 August. More details, brochure and 
booking forms are available on the pilgrimage website http://
www.shrewsburypilgrimage.co.uk. Young pilgrims (aged 16 - 22) who 
wish to join us in Lourdes and offer their time and energy to assist and 
serve the sick and elderly pilgrims are asked to contact Sandy Fairley at 
the Youth Mission Team (youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org) for more             
details. 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMME UPDATE                                
FEBRUARY 2023 

 
Our volunteers are still working hard helping the family, Fares, Amira, and 
the children settle into their home here. They are in good health and the 
children have settled well into school. The baby is now walking. They 
have now been here for eight months, and the time seems to have flown 
by, since they flew in!  

Sadly, there are many challenges for them to overcome not least the                   
bureaucracy that our volunteers help them to navigate on a regular basis. 
The systems for dealing with payments and so on are challenging for all 
of us but this is much more dif cult when there is a language     barrier.  

Understandably, they miss their family and friends, some of whom are 
scattered in different countries, as well as the Lebanon and we know that 
this is very dif cult for them. Thankfully, it seems that all of their family 
and friends are accounted for since the earthquake, but they are living in 
very dif cult conditions. We have explained the response that we have 
made to send aid to the rescue and recovery effort.  

Another challenge for them is the necessity to learn the language if they 
are to be able to integrate fully. Since their arrival in June 2022, the              
English lessons (ESOL) have been provided by the volunteers who have 
been dedicated to the delivery of these. Fares and Amira are very      
grateful for this, and they are particularly happy to attend sessions at a 
voluntary organisation to participate in English lessons. They also attend                 
conversational English lessons provided by Caritas at St Aiden’s. They 
are on a waiting list for more formal ESOL lessons, which would speed up 
their progress.  

Fares has skills and experience that he would like to put to good use, and 
he is currently seeking paid employment. In the meantime, he is                       
volunteering at the ‘Bread and Butter thing’ which supports members of 
our community who are affected by the cost-of-living crisis.   

Our volunteer’s group has been assisted by many people who are                      
generous with their time and support. Sale West Community hub have 
been extremely kind to us, and we are very grateful for their generosity.  

If you or anyone you know, is able to offer suitable employment for 
Fares, please contact Fr Ned as soon as possible. Please be aware 
that there are some additional restrictions so whilst we would be 
grateful for all offers, there are reasonable adjustments that would 
need to be in place. 



 

 

 
News from Solihull   

 
 
Report from Solihull - Fr Bernard                                          
bernymcdermott@gmail.com                                            
12th March 2023 
 
I was struck recently by a statement I read from 
the American Bishops “Your bishop said it’s time 
to come back to church. From what I have read, 
different dioceses in America have had different 
policies with regard to Sunday Mass obligation. 
 
What has surprised me about this question is why 
it should be considered an issue at all. Surely 
conscience should dictate whether a person feels it right for them to at-
tend Mass. When does ‘obligation’ become an issue that determines our 
response and whether the question of committing a mortal sin because of 
non-attendance at Mass is something that should concern us? 
 
In my experience, in recent years people’s approach to church laws has 
become much more relaxed (liberal?) in contrast to the days when we 
were fearful of committing mortal sin. This included the traditional                      
obligation to attend mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.   
 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that “the faithful are obliged 
to participate in the Eucharist on days of obligation, unless excused for a 
serious reason for example (serious illness, care of infants) or dispensed 
by their own pastor. Those who fail in this obligation commit a grave sin!!” 
 
Questions to ask then are “Do people feel guilty if they don’t go to Mass 
on Sundays and holy days of obligation...in my experience “No they 
don’t!!” Does the fear of committing mortal sin cause undue worry for the 
majority of practising Catholics? ...in my opinion “No it doesn’t”. 
 
Am I saying that it is right not to attend Mass (in normal times)? No, I am 
not, but I say again that conscience should dictate whether it is right or 
appropriate for a person to attend Mass or not.  
 
For many of our older parishioners of course their life-long practice of 
attending Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation is not an issue for 
them as it is an integral part of their journey of faith. Thank God for their 
faith and loyalty to the Church and long may they all flourish.  
 



 

 

Thank God too for everyone who continue to share in the Eucharist 
whether physically present in church or virtually through the ‘streamed 
Masses’ that the parish has made available for all to continue to be part of 
the worshipping community of our parish life. 
 
DUCK NEWS:  The drake has been seen keeping vigil outside the duck 
house but it is unclear whether there is a ‘brooding duck’ inside or not ??!  
The recent bad weather has resulted in the drake seeking shelter                     
elsewhere, so disappointment is beginning to set in among the                     
duck-lovers in the community!! 
 
 
Fr Bernard 
12th March 2023 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A PRAYER FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE  

 
 Almighty Father, 

 You are the Lord of history.  
We place in your hands the distress of our times.  
The war in Ukraine lls us with anxiety and fear.  

 
We call out to you: 

 Welcome those who have died. 
 Comfort those left behind.  

Be with refugees and those driven from their homes. 
 Heal the wounds of those injured in body and soul. 

 Be close to every person taking up the cause of those who suffer. 
 

 Do not allow war cries and threats to triumph,  
But truth. 

 Send discernment/prudence,  
Balanced with courage, 

 To work for peace  
Even when everything appears hopeless. 

 
 Lord, send your Holy Spirit over the earth,  

The Spirit who defeats division,  
The Spirit who overcomes war,  
The Spirit who conquers hearts. 

 
 Give to our earth the peace,  

which only you can give.  
You are the Lord of time and eternity.  

 
Holy Mary, Mother of Peace, pray for us and for the whole world.  

 
Through Christ, Our Lord, Amen. 



 

 

What Catholic women need to hear from Pope Francis—and 
what they don’t 
 
Kerry Weber March 10, 2023 

 
Pope Francis greets women ambassa-
dors to the Holy See and women lead-
ers of Catholic organizations after his 
weekly general audience in St. Peter's 
Square at the Vatican March 8, 2023, 
which is International Women's Day. 
(CNS photo/Vatican Media) 

Last November, I had the opportunity to sit with Pope Francis in his home 
and ask him about women’s ordination. In a church that has historically tend-
ed to limit such conversations, this felt, to me, like progress—not for a partic-
ular cause, but rather toward a church that is increasingly open to questions. 
The synod process has highlighted this, as well as the heightened emotions 
and tensions that can result. 

Francis’ style of leadership has taken some getting used to. He has made 
some bold moves in his papacy, but he started with many small ones that 
sent a big message: the carrying of a suitcase, the name Francis, the bus 
rides, the personal phone calls. It was easy to feel, early in his papacy, that 
whatever your politics or liturgical leanings, he was going to be “my” kind of 
pope. (In December 2013, just months into his papacy, Francis’ approval rat-
ing among American Catholics was 92 percent.) 

But Pope Francis has his own way of doing things, and his own pace. He also 
seems to feel more free to speak off the cuff, whether on the papal plane or 
from the pulpit. There is beauty in this, but it can be messy, too. 

Over the last 10 years many Catholics likely have had a moment in which 
they thought: Wait, maybe I got Francis wrong. Maybe he is a misogynist/
liberal/conservative/marxist/capitalist after all. Perhaps especially on the topic 
of women, Francis has offered some mixed signals. The man who famously 
called women “strawberries on a cake,” derided “old maids” and “spinsters,” 
and made jokes about mothers-in-law has also said a woman’s right to mater-
nity leave “must be protected,” decried female genital mutilation 
and said that “every time a woman comes to do a job at the Vatican it gets 
better.” 

I recently participated in a panel discussion about Francis’ anniversary. Dur-
ing that discussion, Catherine Pepinster, the Catholic commentator and for-
mer editor of The Tablet, summed up the frustration many Catholic women I 
know have expressed. She praised Francis for his emphasis on ecology and 
attention to refugees, but on the matter of women in the church, she argued 
that adding women to the curia was not enough. “Do we just have to accept 
that he is an elderly Argentinian gent, who is not going to change his ways…
or is it because he thinks that the church isn’t ready to develop further, and 



 

 

he would like it to but he just doesn’t think this is the moment? And if so, 
when is the moment?” 

In response, a fellow panelist, Anna Rowlands, professor of Catholic social 
thought at Durham University, pointed out that Francis, like each of us, con-
tain multitudes: “The truth is [the Catholic Church] remains a                        
signi cantly patriarchal institution…and many of Pope Francis’ own                 
comments sometimes on women are fairly essentializing, and some would 
nd them patronizing. He is a man of his culture and age, but I don’t think we 

can overlook the fact that there is genuine material progress in terms of the 
inclusion of women in governance roles within the Vatican.” She also noted 
that he is the rst pope to request that his encyclicals be produced in inclu-
sive language. 

“It’s imperfect, and it’s a tale of two cities,” Rowlands said. “But we need to 
pay attention to both sides of that.” 

As Kate McElwee, executive director of the Women’s Ordination                   
Conference, wrote recently in the National Catholic Reporter, “Francis has 
modeled leadership that listens. While not the reworks of change that many 
pray for, nor the revolution that women need, it is movement.” 

I hope that we continue to move toward a church community in which it is 
both less relevant that I am a woman—and more interesting because of it. 

And in a church that counts time in centuries, movement, even slow move-
ment, in a spirit-led direction is good. And as the synod progresses, it is cru-
cial that we move closer to being a church that allows people to ask ques-
tions, and that we truly listen to one another’s answers. This will allow us to 
think more deeply about who we are as a church. To think more about who 
we are willing to acknowledge as part of the church. To think about being 
lled with less rage and more with persistent resolve. 

When I spoke with Pope Francis, I began by saying, “Holy Father, as you 
know, women have contributed and can contribute much to the life of the 
church. You have appointed many women at the Vatican, which is great.” 
And at these statements, he gave a little cheer of sorts and smiled and raised 
his st in a kind of solidarity. 

His cheer was warranted and, I think, genuine. Under his direction, the per-
centage of women working at the Vatican has risen from 19.3 percent to 23.4 
percent, according to Vatican News statistics. 

And I am heartened by the persistence of these women in the face of   re-
sistance to these changes. Maria Lia Zervino, President of the World Union of 
Catholic Women’s Organizations, was appointed to the Vatican’s Dicastery of 
Bishops last year. She recently told The Washington Post that, despite the 
resistance she faces, “there is no possibility of going back” to the days be-
fore Francis opened these roles to women. 



 

 

Of course most Catholic women will not work in the Vatican, and the ques-
tions around the full participation of women in the church extend far beyond 
what happens in Rome. Recognizing women’s pastoral needs is just as im-
portant as choosing who is in power. 

When I asked Pope Francis what he would say to a woman who feels called 
to be a priest, his rst response was that “it is a theological                     prob-
lem,” and he gave a lengthy answer about the Petrine and Marian principles 
in the church. 

I did not expect the pope to express support for women’s ordination, but I 
was surprised that he didn’t appear to hear the heart of the question, which 
was aimed at the pastoral: What do we do in response to this pain? 

I am grateful to have had the chance to be in conversation with the Holy Fa-
ther. But I am also learning to worry less about how the pope sees me and 
focus more on how God sees me. 

I know many joyful, faithful Catholic women who are happy to be a part of the 
faith. But the church, whether through its doctrine or its disciples, has also 
caused many of these same women a great deal of heartache.                  
Francis’ synodal church is a step toward acknowledging this pain. 

Dr. Rowlands pointed out that the synod process has resulted in many Catho-
lics saying, “This is the rst time in my life…where the church has genuinely 
wanted to hear about my experience and my views.” And she emphasized 
“that absolutely has included an emphasis on women’s experience and the 
failure to hear that.” She said it isn’t just a “looking-inwards question” regard-
ing participation in the church, but it’s also “a question about the socioeco-
nomic realities of the lives that women are leading across the globe. And the 
capacity of the church to be active witnesses and accompany women in 
those contexts.” 

I believe that Francis wants to be an active witness to women’s                               
experience in the church and the world, and I believe he wants Catholic 
women to feel supported by the institutional church. 

“We have to tell the truth,” the pope said recently, “the ght for women’s 
rights is an ongoing ght because in some places women have equality with 
men but in other places they do not.” 

He was referring here to political and social equality within nations, but the 
statement works just as well for the church itself. 

In the preface for a book titled More Women's Leadership for a Better 
World, Francis wrote, “I like to think that if women could enjoy full equality of 
opportunity, they could contribute substantially to the necessary change to-
wards a world of peace, inclusion, solidarity and integral                      sustain-
ability." 

I like to think so, too. 



 

 

We have a ways to go before our church reaches this kind of equality. But I 
refuse to allow my faith to stall until the Holy Father catches up to the Holy 
Spirit. I want a church that will offer a more equal place for women in leader-
ship at all levels of the church, but I also know that every Catholic holds a 
responsibility to help make that happen. 

There are few who hold more power over the future of the church than the 
mothers, the catechists, the teachers conveying the faith to children, through 
word and example. 

Women already hold countless roles in parishes and dioceses across the 
country, and the value of that work should not be overlooked in the name of 
focusing on “real” power at the Vatican. There are few who hold more power 
over the future of the church than the mothers, the catechists, the teachers 
conveying the faith to children, through word and example. 

The institutional church is never going to move at the pace I want it to on 
some issues. But part of the beauty of our church is that it is not about 
what I want. 

Ours is a church that seeks the common good, that calls people to                   
communion. There are a million ways to live out the Gospel call—to justice, 
to love, to mercy—and the pope is meant to remind us of that call, over and 
over again. We are all asked to live the faith as authentically as possible, to 
look for examples of other people doing the same, and to encourage them 
along the way. Hopefully the synod process can help with this. I believe Pope 
Francis himself is a good example. 

I did not expect the pope to express support for women’s ordination, but I 
was surprised that he didn’t appear to hear the heart of the question, which 
was aimed at the pastoral: What do we do in response to this pain? 

But the pope—his existence, his personality, his priorities—whether it is Pope 
Francis or whoever comes after him, is never going to make                  every-
one happy. Through the grace of God, he encourages us to be holy. But my 
understanding of my dignity, as a Catholic or as a woman, cannot hinge on 
his statements or af rmation. 

I am grateful to have had the chance to be in conversation with the Holy Fa-
ther. But I am also learning to worry less about how the pope sees me and 
focus more on how God sees me. In doing so, I hope to help build a church 
in which the fact that I am a woman is not an obstacle to ministry and in 
which the fact that I am a woman is respected and seen. I want to be a part of 
a church that does not assign me qualities based on my gender, but that 
acknowledges the gifts I bring because of who I am. I hope that we continue 
to move toward a church community in which it is both less relevant that I am 
a woman—and more interesting because of it. That, too, would feel like pro-
gress. 
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