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First Reading Genesis 12:1-4 

Psalm 32(33):4-5,18-20,22 

Second Reading 2 Timothy 1:8-10 

Gospel Matthew 17:1-9 

2nd Sunday of Lent - 5th March 2023 (A) 



CONTACT DETAILS 
 
All Saints 
164 Carrington Lane 
Ashton-on-Mersey 
M33 5WL 
 
Telephone: 
0161 962 4444 
 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Chapel Lane 
Partington 
M31 4EZ 
 
Telephone: 
0161 775 2905 
 
Email: 
our3parishes@gmail.com 
 
https://ourparishes.church 

NEXT 
WEEK’S 
READINGS 
 

First Reading 
Exodus 17:3-7 
 
Psalm 
94(95):1-2,6-9 
 
Second Reading 
Romans 5:1-2,5-8 
 
Gospel 
John 4:5-42 
 

REFLECTION 

Last week we saw Jesus being tempted just like 
the rest of us. We recognised our humanity. 
This week we see him transformed into dazzling 
light. Not so human. What is going on? 

The apostles suddenly behold Jesus with his 
divinity shining forth (like a glori ed body). 
Their experience of Jesus is being, precisely,                    
trans gured. For a moment they see Jesus in 
the complete union with God that he is. In      
Jesus, his divinity and humanity are at one with 
each other. Daily onlookers see only the        
human, but in this case Jesus is showing the 
apostles his whole self; divinity in its complete 
oneness with humanity. Why would Jesus make 
such a revelation to them? 

The apostles seeing Moses and Elijah with     
Jesus could only identify them as major people 
of their tradition The great Law giver and the 
mighty Prophet, now united in the one person 
of Jesus. 

No wonder they were frightened - but Peter not 
aware of what he was saying said, ‘let us build a 
tent for the three of you.’ May be he was                        
remembering how Moses had a tent of meeting, 
where he use to speak with God as a friend. 
When Moses came out from the tent his face 
shone, and all the people commented on it. 

It has been said that this happening was to 
strengthen the apostles at the time of the                     
passion and death of Jesus and to reassure 
them that nothing could take away his divinity, it 
would ful l it. It would be God’s love shining 
forth. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Parishes 
 

SALE WEST HUB 
For the moment they do not need clothes donations. So if you have 
clothes we suggest you take to a charity shop or the local recycling                   
centre. So please for now ,no more clothes to be dropped off at the     
Presbytery. We will let you know when they needed. Thank you for your 
support with the Sale West Hub.  

CÈILIDH  IN MEMORY OF MARGARET LILLIS 
Margaret's family are organising a cèilidh in her memory ( her favourite 
night out) It will take place at St Andrews Community hall in Mottram on 
15th April. Most of you will not be able to go, but it would be great if you 
could donate gifts for the raffle, auction or tombola. Margaret did so much 
for us in our parishes. Be a good chance to support this venture in her 
name and for the hospice in Maccles eld that meant so much to her. 

FIRST FORGIVENESS /LAST WEEK 
Last Wednesday we had a great parish celebration with our 3 parishes, 
our rst time celebrated our First Forgiveness together. It was a beautiful 
gathering. Thanks especially to Miss Flynn, Mrs Leyden and  Mrs Murphy  
for all your hard work and commitment to the parish sacramental        
journey,. We would be lost without you three. Thank you  

 

Today’s Mass 
Psalm                                                                                      

May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place 
all our hope in you. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
From the bright cloud the Father’s voice was 

heard: 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 

____________________ 



 

 

HAMILTON 
Finally, this show is coming to Manchester and will be at the Palace   
Theatre from November until February. Tickets go on sale next week so, 
we are putting a list up for those of you who wish to go and we will do a 
group booking. We do not know the price or date but need to know  
numbers, so please sign up this weekend if you are interested. The list 
will be up for two weekends. 

COMMUNION VISITS 
Between Eucharistic Ministers and Fr Ned, many parishioners receive 
communion on fortnightly basis. We are aware especially since covid 
there may be people who are not on our radar. If you know someone who 
needs a visit or communion then please let us know in person or by email 
and they will be attended too as soon as possible. Thank you 

CAFOD 
We have received a thank you letter from CAFOD this week expressing 
their thanks for our lasted donation of £915 raised for Turkey and Syria's 
Earthquake Appeal. Our gift will provide vital medical help, shelter, food, 
water as well as winter kits to help people in freezing temperatures. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS/LENT 
Thank you to those who accepted to lead the stations during Lent.                   
To follow are the Friday evenings they will take place: 

Friday  24th March 7pm 

Friday 31st March  7pm 

A little extra for Lent, why not come along and join us.? 

LENTEN PROJECT 
It has now began, anything you can spare will be great help. To those 
who are struggling locally. We will be working with Sale West Hub and 
Our Lady’s of Lourdes Primary School and it will help with heating bills, 
food and will give our most vulnerable and needy a better Easter. Please 
give if you can. Also, some have asked if they can give shop                
vouchers, that would be great too. All you can donate is very                  
welcome. 

LENTEN RESOURCES 
So many of us are now experts online and so we list a few websites, they 
may be of help to you this Lenten Season 
https//cafod.org.uk 
https// www.leafletonline.com 
https//www.ignationspirituality.com 
There are many others but just a few here that can help you during this 
Lenten season. 



 

 

EXTRA MASS FOR LENT 
For the Lenten season there will be an extra Mass every Friday 12.00pm. 
Just another opportunity to do something extra for Lent. We will also have 
the stations some Friday evenings in Lent.  

MONDAY CLUB 
This week (for those who have booked) we have our 8th Year                            
Celebratory Buffet. Usual start time of 2.00 pm  

MONDAY CLUB - 8 YEARS 
Congratulations to the Monday Club members on reaching their 8th                
anniversary. Thank you to you all who support the club each. Well done 
to the founders, who have continued to be committed to making the   
Monday sessions so enjoyable. 

PIETY SHOP 
Please take a look at the Piety Shop as you leave church. We have brand 
new stock including cards for St Patricks day, Mothering Sunday, and 
Easter. Please try to support our shop. Thank you  

SUNDAY COLLECTION  
Offertory -  All Saints  26/02/2023 excluding SO  £1145.62 
Offertory -  Our Lady of Lourdes 26/02/2023  including SO  £394.94          
Thank you so much for your continued generosity and giving. 
 

BIDDING PRAYERS 
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to 
us or emailed to us by the Friday evening. 
March 
3rd/4th    Fran & Paul Goddard 
10th/11th Phil & Ann 
 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
We have just had a meeting with the three Primary heads and have           
organised our First Communion Celebrations. They are as follows; 
 
·  6th May - Our Lady of Lourdes 
· 13th May - All Saints 
· 20th May - St Margaret Ward 
 
Another meeting will be held in the coming weeks to discuss meetings 
and rst Forgiveness dates with the Catechists. We will let you know.  
Thank you to everyone who has supported the stall so generously over 
the years.  



 

 

UKRAINIAN SPONSOR  
There are a couple of Ukrainian families who need a sponsor rematch. 
There is a lady and her teenage son who were initially due to come to a 
sponsor family in Sale, but it was felt the house wasn’t big enough. The 
Ukrainian lady was found another sponsor in Wales, where she is                    
currently living. She was sponsored by a 90-year-old lady, and they are 
housed in a separate cottage, but the location is very rural and they are 
very isolated. She has found work there but doesn’t speak any English 
and there aren’t any opportunities local to her to learn, or to meet other 
Ukrainians, or other boys her son’s age. She is desperate to move to 
Sale, as she has friends in Sale and where they will have more of a                     
support network and more opportunities to become part of a community. 

 There is also another lady in Sale with two teenagers - one girl and one 
boy. Their sponsor has come to the end of their 6 months and doesn’t 
want to continue. 

If you feel you might like to sponsor or want to learn more about it. Please 
get in contact with Gaynor Mullin, Sale Community Support Hub                    
Coordinator Tel. 07767 392546 

NEWSLETTER INSERT FOR LENT 2023: 
An online course on Vatican II: In response to Synodal Submissions, the 
Diocese is offering a series of short podcasts throughout Lent.              
Accessible on the diocesan website at dioceseofshrewsbury.org they are 
not time-bound and may be listened to anytime. You will also 
nd handouts there on various topics.  If you have dif culty accessing 

this material or have any other questions, don't hesitate to call Barbara 
Davies on 07730 526821 

SPUC PRO-LIFE EVENING 
You are warmly invited to attend an information evening organised by 
the Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) which will 
be held at Westleigh Parish Centre (St. Vincent de Paul Catholic 
Church), 2 Bentinck Road, Altrincham, WA14 2BP on Thursday 
9th March 7:30pm. Come along to hear about the wide-ranging work that 
SPUC is involved in locally, nationally and internationally to protect                
women and unborn children from abortion. For further information, please 
contact SPUC Northern Development Officer, Terry Graham on 07549 
068226 or terrygraham@spuc.org.uk 

 
 
 



 

 

COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMME UPDATE                                
FEBRUARY 2023 

 
Our volunteers are still working hard helping the family, Fares, Amira, and 
the children settle into their home here. They are in good health and the 
children have settled well into school. The baby is now walking. They have 
now been here for eight months, and the time seems to have flown by, 
since they flew in!  

Sadly, there are many challenges for them to overcome not least the                   
bureaucracy that our volunteers help them to navigate on a regular basis. 
The systems for dealing with payments and so on are challenging for all of 
us but this is much more dif cult when there is a language     barrier.  

Understandably, they miss their family and friends, some of whom are scat-
tered in different countries, as well as the Lebanon and we know that this is 
very dif cult for them. Thankfully, it seems that all of their family and friends 
are accounted for since the earthquake, but they are living in very dif cult 
conditions. We have explained the response that we have made to send aid 
to the rescue and recovery effort.  

Another challenge for them is the necessity to learn the language if they are 
to be able to integrate fully. Since their arrival in June 2022, the              
English lessons (ESOL) have been provided by the volunteers who have 
been dedicated to the delivery of these. Fares and Amira are very   grateful 
for this, and they are particularly happy to attend sessions at a voluntary 
organisation to participate in English lessons. They also attend                 
conversational English lessons provided by Caritas at St Aiden’s. They are 
on a waiting list for more formal ESOL lessons, which would speed up their 
progress.  

Fares has skills and experience that he would like to put to good use, and 
he is currently seeking paid employment. In the meantime, he is                       
volunteering at the ‘Bread and Butter thing’ which supports members of our 
community who are affected by the cost-of-living crisis.   

Our volunteer’s group has been assisted by many people who are                      
generous with their time and support. Sale West Community hub have been 
extremely kind to us, and we are very grateful for their generosity.  

If you or anyone you know, is able to offer suitable employment for 
Fares, please contact Fr Ned as soon as possible. Please be aware that 
there are some additional restrictions so whilst we would be grateful 
for all offers, there are reasonable adjustments that would need to be 
in place. 

Thank you for your continued support. Please remember them and their 
extended family in your prayers. 

If you would like to join our volunteer group, please contact Teresa 
McGeough on 07395354931 or Denise Brereton (safe-guarding lead) 



 

 



 

 

News from Solihull   
 

Fr Bernard - bernymcdermott@gmail.com  
5 Mar 2023 
 
My sister Una is in the process of ‘downsizing’ at 
present ...selling her house and moving to a lat. I 
am sure many of you are familiar with this process 
and the dif culties surrounding ‘decluttering’ of 
possessions ...what to take and what to get rid of. 

The beginning of Lent has led me to think of ways 
in which we can downsize our lives! Are there 
things we can get rid of from our daily living eg. 
bad habits?  

Are there aspects of life that we have ignored and 
could now accept as a way of deepening our rela-
tionship with Almighty God? 

Many of us may feel that we have already downsized. Maybe we have 
been forced to do so through health issues, old age and the inevitable 
tension and stress that is part of daily life. 

Often it is small things that hold us back from downsizing. An old hurt we 
cannot let go of, a resentment at seeing others prosper or seem to live 
without pressure or worries, a reluctance to respond to a dif cult neigh-
bour with kindness or tolerance. 

The gospel last Sunday spoke to us of Jesus’ experience of life during 40 
days in the desert...his temptations, his weakness and his hunger. As 
someone has noted, Jesus was tempted by the devil to be less than 
deeply human, to escape the troubles of life and embrace the trappings 
of wealth and riches. 

He chose instead to experience the vulnerability, the fragility of what it is 
to be human ...to be one of us. 

This is the road we walk when we choose to become a follower of Jesus; 
a way of letting go, of downsizing. Of course, we resist, we look for anoth-
er way, a way, like the Pharisees, we can fast and pray and keep the 
rules ..and sink into a kind of spiritual coma, untouched by the grace of 
Christ. 

“Repent and believe in the gospel” (Mk 1: 15) ...words used in the distri-
bution of ashes.  



 

 

We could spend longer in prayer and not just when we come to mass. We 
could take time each day at home to sit with the gospel, listen to His word 
and look at our lives through his eyes. 

Let us ask the Holy Spirit to be alongside us during Lent to guide us and 
help us to understand and love the Lord more deeply, and our hearts will 
be changed. 

THE DUCKS ARE BACK!!! After an absence of at least 3 years two ducks 
have been spotted in the grounds of St Columbans. The Duck House had 
been painted and re-furbished ...fresh straw in the crib...sorry I mean the 
nest, in preparation for the laying of eggs. There seems to be some con-
fusion indeed disagreement as to whether we have 2 males, or 1 male 
and 1 female. No de nitive answer to this question as yet but binoculars 
have been put on stand-by for duck enthusiasts and notices have been 
posted in the vicinity of the duck pond requesting “Quiet.. ducks at work 
please do not do not disturb”. “Do not feed the ducks, they will nd their 
own food”. 

Watch this space...further bulletins to follow! 

Fr Bernard 
5th March 2023 
 
 



 

 

 

Pope Francis says he does not 
‘condemn capitalism’                               

in new book. 
 
Gerard O’Connell February 27, 2023 

 

 
Pope Francis greets the crowd during the general audience on Oct. 13, 

2021, at the Vatican (CNS Photo/Paul Haring) 
 

“I do not condemn capitalism in the way some attribute to me. Nor am I 
against the market [economy],” Pope Francis stated in El Pastor, a new 
book by the Argentine journalists Francesca Ambrogetti and Sergio Rubin 
just published in Buenos Aires. “Rather,” he explained, “I am in favor of 
what John Paul II de ned as a social economy of the market. This implies 
the presence of a regulatory authority [‘pata reguladora’], that is the state, 
which should mediate between the parties. It is a table with three legs: the 
state, capital, and work.” 

“In no part of the Bible is there a commandment to produce poverty,” 
Pope Francis stated. He explained that the beatitude “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit” means “the person who is not attached to riches.” But, he 
added, “in no way is it bad to produce wealth for the good of all,” indeed, 



 

 

“to produce it is an act of justice. And for that justice to be complete, it 
has to be distributive.” 

The book, El Pastor: Desa os, razones y reflexiones de                                     
Francisco sobre su ponti cado” (The Pastor: Challenges, reasons and 
reflections of Francis on his ponti cate) reviews many of the main issues 
to which Francis devoted his attention over the rst 10 years of his                 
ponti cate, which will mark its anniversary on March 13. 

“I do not condemn capitalism in the way some attribute to me. Nor am I 
against the market [economy],” Pope Francis stated in El Pastor, a new 
book by two Argentine journalists. 

Pope Francis clari ed his position on the economy—a position that has 
been misunderstood by many commentators, especially in the United 
States—in conversations with the Mr. Rubin and Ms. Ambrogetti, who 
wrote the rst interview-based book with him, titled El Jesuita, when he 
was still the archbishop of Buenos Aires and which became a best-seller 
when he was elected pope. This new book reviews several of the main 
events of this ponti cate, enriched by the conversations of the journalists 
with Pope Francis over these past 10 years. 

In the book, Francis identi ed the bigger problem with today’s economy 
as speculation in the nancial world. “In a certain way, capitalism is          
almost a thing of the past,” Francis said. “Of course, one thing is the                 
saving, the investment that is so important for production and for the                      
creation of employment. But speculation is another thing that, in my                 
opinion, is like the [contagious disease] of saving and investment (el 
sarampión del ahorro y la inversión).” 

Pope Francis repeated what he has said many times before: “The devil 
enters through the pocket, corruption begins with money, and with                  
money consciences are bought.” He said this also happened in the 
church, “to say it in a clear way, in the I.O.R. [the Vatican bank] I had to 
cut off heads.” 

He af rmed that state aid to the unemployed should be such as “to not 
affect the culture of work,” emphasizing that “work gives dignity to                 
people.” 

“It is one thing to live from charity and another to earn one’s living with 
one’s own effort,” the pope said. 

Pope Francis repeated what he has said many times before: “The devil 
enters through the pocket, corruption begins with money, and with               
money consciences are bought.” 

Francis remarked that “the middle class is is in extinction in many                   
countries” and recalled that in the past this social group included “the 
worker who had a job and wanted his son to go on to study.” But, he                          



 

 

noted, this aspiration has become more complicated “when there is a 
brake on social mobility.” 

In addition to economic themes, Francis also spoke about the defence of 
life, abortion, the family, migration, politics, care of our common 
home, trade unions, the impact of the reform of the Roman Curia, the   
opposition to his leadership in the church, the Covid-19 pandemic and the 
war in Ukraine. 

In the book, Francis responded to allegations frequently made against him 
in Argentina by political operatives or in the media and flatly denied that 
he was a Peronist. “I was never af liated to the Peronist party, nor was I a 
militant or sympathizer of Peronism,” he said. “To af rm that is a lie.” 

At the same time, he raised the question: “But what is bad about having a 
Peronist conception of politics?” To those who accuse him of receiving 
many Peronists in audience in the Vatican, Francis responded: “I received 
them, and I also receive everyone. But, sometimes, there are some who 
make political gain out of this.” He mentioned the example of one        
candidate for political of ce who attended his Mass in Santa Marta and 
afterward asked if he could have a photo with him. Francis said he agreed 
on condition he would not exploit the photo. The man assured him he only 
wanted it to share with his family. Afterward, however, he said photos of 
their meeting were plastered across Buenos Aires as part of the                  
candidate’s political campaign. 

Pope Francis revealed that he has “no fear of death” but said, “I ask God 
when the hour comes that what happens does not pain me.” 

Many have wondered why Francis has visited 60 countries over the past 
10 years but has never visited his homeland. But when the two journalists 
raised this question with him, the pope responded that a visit is still on his 
agenda. “The proposal to visit Argentina is still valid; it’s not right to say 
that I do not want to go,” the pope said. He recalled that he had planned 
to visit Argentina, Uruguay and Chile in November 2017 but he had to 
cancel that because of elections in Chile. 

Asked about fact that some sectors of the church reject persons who de-
clare themselves to be homosexuals, Pope Francis said, “To those who 
suffer the rejection of the church, I let them know that it is a rejection by 
persons of the church.” 

Responding to questions about the sexual abuse of minors by clergy, 
Francis said such abuse “is not only a crime but a very serious crime that 
does irreparable damage and requires severe condemnation.” He said: 
“the process [to combat it] that started in the church before my election is 
producing results,” noting that the Pennsylvania Grand Jury report on 
clerical sex abuse published in 2018 “detected few cases after 2002.” 



 

 

In the book, he again con rmed that he had written a letter of resignation 
soon after his election that would take effect “if I was to suffer an in rmity 
that prevented me from continuing [my ministry as pope].” Pope Francis, 
moreover, revealed that he has “no fear of death” but said, “I ask God 
when the hour comes that what happens does not pain me.” 

Mr. Rubin and Ms. Ambrogetti had asked Pope Francis what he thought 
the pro le of the next pope should be. He said, “I responded without              
hesitation: a pastor.” 

In the introduction to this 352-page book, Pope Francis praised the two 
journalists for their “perseverance.” He recalled that Mr. Rubin and Ms. 
Ambrogetti asked him to do interviews for the rst book, El Jesuita,in 
2001, but at rst, he was not convinced; they had to wait many years to 
get his agreement. Trust then developed between them, and so when he 
became pope in 2013, they again asked him to work on a follow-up book, 
and El Pastor is the result. 

Francis recalled that earlier, when he was about to be made cardinal in 
2001, Mr. Rubin and Ms. Ambrogetti had asked him what he thought the 
pro le of the next pope should be. He said, “I responded without                   
hesitation: a pastor.” He added, “It was dif cult to imagine at that moment 
that 12 years later, I would become that pastor!” 

He explained that to be a pastor means “to be the one who is at the head 
of the people to indicate the way, in the midst of the people to live their 
experience, and behind the people to help the stragglers and, sometimes, 
to respect their intuition for nding the best pastures.” 

Pope Francis added: “This is what I have tried to do since I was ordained 
a priest and in these years of the ponti cate, always with the rm purpose 
of being faithful to God and to the church and helpful to Catholics and to 
all people of good will. By explaining, proposing, listening, asking pardon 
when appropriate, and serving. And fundamentally, always, with the 
closeness of heart. And throughout all these years, by means of the Holy 
Spirit, peace never left me.” 
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