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First Reading Ecclesiasticus 15:16-21 

Psalm 118(119):1-2,4-5,17-18,33-34 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 

Gospel Matthew 5:17-37 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 12th February 2023 (A) 



CONTACT DETAILS 
 
All Saints 
164 Carrington Lane 
Ashton-on-Mersey 
M33 5WL 
 
Telephone: 
0161 962 4444 
 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Chapel Lane 
Partington 
M31 4EZ 
 
Telephone: 
0161 775 2905 
 
Email: 
our3parishes@gmail.com 
 
https://ourparishes.church 

NEXT 
WEEK’S 
READINGS 
 

First Reading 
Leviticus 19:1-2,17-18 
 
Psalm 
102(103):1-4,8,10,12-
13 
 
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 3:16-23 
 
Gospel 
Matthew 5:38-48 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTION 

“If you wish, you can keep the commandments, to 
behave faithfully is within your power”  

Our God does not force anybody to follow His way 
– God gives us freedom to choose - if you wish! 

He puts before us a way of life, shows us Jesus 
and His life and invites us, hopes we will follow. 
True wisdom is to be found in God, who loves us 
all and all that has been created, who entrusts to 
human beings’ freedom to choose. We might not 
be able to change circumstances, but we can 
choose. We might not be able to change circum-
stances, but we can choose how to respond in the 
likeness of Jesus Christ! Who always respected 
the sinner, the poor, the sick and the disadvan-
taged above the law! But he also respected the 
law, “I have not come to abolish the law or the 
prophets. I have come not to abolish them but to 
complete them. The Spirit comes to help using our 
weakness, so that we can make good choices for 
our lives and this same Spirit will give us strength 
to live out our choices – made in the likeness of 
Jesus. 

Today’s Mass 
Psalm                                                                                      

They are happy who follow God’s law! 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 
 

____________________ 
 



 

 

All Parishes 
ST MARGARET WARD SCHOOL/LAST SUNDAY 
Last weekend we welcomed the school community of St Margaret Ward 
and they led us in our Sunday celebration. Great to see you all here and 
thank you to staff for allowing this to happen, so good to see parents, chil-
dren and governors joining the rest of the parishioners. Thank you to all 
involved and don’t forget we need all of you. 

LENTEN PROJECT 
On Wednesday 22nd February we begin our Lenten Project, it will be 
very similar to our Christmas Project, involving Sale West Hub and Our 
Lady of Lourdes Parish. We ask for food vouchers or cash, they may be 
left in the baskets and all collected, will be distributed to the most needy 
and vulnerable before Easter via Sale West Hub,  and Our Lady of 
Lourdes parish. Please give if you can. 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CANDIDATES 
We ask for prayers for Con rmation, First Forgiveness and First         
Communion candidates. We welcome all those who have begun their                     
sacramental journey, children, teenagers and their families. Let us                 
remember them in our prayers during the next few months. 

FAREWELL TO GORDON 
We would like to wish Gordon the All Saints Lollipop Man who has kept 
our children and families safe for many years,  from the busy Carrington 
Road. Gordon retires this Friday. Thank you Gordon and we wish you a 
very Happy Retirement. 

FLOWERS 
Many, many thanks to the ladies who came in last week and sorted out 
the Flower Cupboard. They actually performed a miracle and for this we 
are truly grateful.  (Let's hope no-one decides to ll up the space!) Once 
again thank you!  

MONDAY CLUB 
This week is an ‘Afternoon at the Movies’. All is now ready (hopefully) for 
our promised Film Show starting as soon as possible after 2.00 pm  

PIETY SHOP 
Please take a look at the Piety Shop as you leave church. We have brand 
new stock including cards for St Patricks day, Mothering Sunday, and 
Easter. Please try to support our shop. Thank you  



 

 

CEILDH IN MEMORY OF MARGARET LILLIS 
Margaret’s family and friends are organising a Ceildh in her memory and 
to raise funds for the East Cheshire hospice,  it will take place at St     
Andrews community Hall in Mottram on 15th April. Would be great if we 
could support this event in memory of Margaret. Also, some of you might 
want to donate a raffle prize or something for the auction on the night. 
Have a word with Fr Ned if you can help. 

LOURDES BY JUMBULANCE 
Chester and Wirral Across Groups are again travelling to Lourdes this 
year. There are vacancies for nurses, helpers and sick and disabled                   
pilgrims. We have taken folk with a wide range of health problems such 
as stroke, cancer, MS, Motor Neurone Disease, etc. The cost is £995. 
Nurses and under 25s in full time education pay half. However,  nancial 
help may be available for those who cannot afford to pay the full amount. 
COVID Vaccinations compulsory. 
 
For further information, please contact Tony Murphy on 07881-656-974 
or tonymurphyefc2002@yahoo.co.uk 

SUNDAY COLLECTION  
Offertory -  All Saints  5/02/2023 excluding SO  £1179.42 
Offertory -  Our Lady of Lourdes 5/02/2023  including SO  £358.95         
Thank you so much for your continued generosity and giving. 

THE FOLK GROUP 
The Folk Group are always looking for new members, we play at the 
9.30am Mass every other Sunday, If you would like to join us please 
come and have a chat at the end of Mass, you will be very welcome!  

CHOIR 
Would you like to help us raise the roof this Easter? New singers                    
welcome. Rehearsals are on Saturdays at 10am; fortnightly at the                  
moment, Feb 4th and Feb 18th. After that rehearsals will be weekly up to 
Easter. Come along and enjoy a good sing! 

BIDDING PRAYERS 
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to 
us or emailed to us by the Friday evening. 

11th/12th Kaye Graves 

17th/18th Sue Perkins 

24th/25th Barbara 



 

 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
We have just had a meeting with the three Primary heads and have           
organised our First Communion Celebrations. They are as follows; 

· 6th May - Our Lady of Lourdes 

· 13th May - All Saints 

· 20th May - St Margaret Ward 

Another meeting will be held in the coming weeks to discuss meetings 
and rst Forgiveness dates with the Catechists. We will let you know.  

CARITAS IN WYTHENSHAWE  
Caritas urgently needs the following at St. Aidan’s centre in                           
Wythenshawe:  

· Female volunteers who like art, craft, cooking, baking, yoga, sewing or 
other skills to join the Women’s group, which helps refugees and fe-
male asylum seekers with integration every Friday afternoon from 12- 
2 pm.  

· Tutor volunteers to deliver ESOL sessions for refugees and asylum 
seekers every Tuesday afternoon from 12-2 pm.  

· Volunteers to run the sessions, shop and cater for lunch and take care 
of the children during the sessions.  

If you are interested, please contact us ASAP.  

 
Email: Lana.Osman@caritasshrewsbury.org.uk Mobile: 07824329331  

TRAIDCRAFT 
Unfortunately, Traidcraft plc has had to go into administration. It has been 
struggling nancially for all the reasons that have hit so many businesses 
in the last ve years. When Traidcraft started over forty years ago, it was 
a pioneer for fair trade. It has helped to launch ethical brands and the Fair
-Trade Foundation. We now have better standards and procedures in 
place to protect the rights and dignity of growers and producers all over 
the world. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the stall so generously over 
the years.  

The campaign for trade justice goes on and we can continue to support 
fair trade as a parish and to shop ethically, and we will have our Fairtrade 
Fortnight tea and coffee as usual on March 12th. 

 



 

 

UKRAINIAN SPONSOR  
There are a couple of Ukrainian families who need a sponsor rematch. 
There is a lady and her teenage son who were initially due to come to a 
sponsor family in Sale, but it was felt the house wasn’t big enough. The 
Ukrainian lady was found another sponsor in Wales, where she is current-
ly living. She was sponsored by a 90-year-old lady, and they are housed 
in a separate cottage, but the location is very rural and they are very iso-
lated. She has found work there but doesn’t speak any English and there 
aren’t any opportunities local to her to learn, or to meet other Ukrainians, 
or other boys her son’s age. She is desperate to move to Sale, as she has 
friends in Sale and where they will have more of a support network and 
more opportunities to become part of a community. 
  
There is also another lady in Sale with two teenagers - one girl and one 
boy. Their sponsor has come to the end of their 6 months and doesn’t 
want to continue. 
 
If you feel you might like to sponsor or want to learn more about it. Please 
get in contact with Gaynor Mullin, Sale Community Support Hub                    
Coordinator Tel. 07767 392546 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION OF JOHN MAIN OSB 
See leaflets and bookmarks at back of church.   

Sometimes referred to as 'silent prayer' or 'prayer of the heart’. The group 
that used to meet here at All Saints is currently meeting online via zoom 
on Tuesday evenings.  There is a group that meets in person every                 
Saturday morning in Manchester at Friends' Meeting House, Mount St., 
Manchester.  

For more information see wccm.uk; local contact Pat Higgins- telephone 
0161 962 8661 07962019591 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE-CWL 
The next meeting is at 7pm on Monday 20th February at St. Joseph’s 
Parish Centre. There will be the usual meeting with the introduction of the 
programme for the year, a copy of the new National CWL Magazine and 
news of a National CWL gathering in Birmingham. Please remember the 
annual subscription of £26 will be collected. After the break for                         
refreshments Fr. Stephen is the speaker for the evening. The title of the 
talk, “The Life of a Parish Priest-Carry on Father” 
 



 

 

CAFOD,  
The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development, are looking for people 
to give some time and join them in their mission. Could you help in our 
parish, bringing people together to help build a better world or help by 
visiting local schools? Or raise a voice and campaign for justice or                   
perhaps speak for CAFOD throughout the diocese? Could you                   
support local volunteers or share your of ce skills to help CAFOD keep 
costs low? Training and support is provided. See cafod.org.uk/
Volunteer for more information or get in touch 
with shrewsbury@cafod.org.uk or 07920 232936” 

 

ST JOSEPH’S AND HOLY FAMILY WALKERS 
Walk:ÊBollington,ÊMiddlewoodÊWay,ÊMacclesfieldÊCanal 

When:ÊSunday 19th February 
Meet: St Joseph’s car park 12.45pm for 1.00pm depart. 

Descrip on: A 1 Boot walk. Mostly on the flat (not suitable for wheels, 
though) taking in parts of the old Macclesfield – Marple railway (now the 

Middlewood Way) and the Macclesfield Canal. 
Return: Expect to return to St Joseph’s for 5.00pm 

 
ForÊmoreÊinforma onÊandÊcontactÊdetailsÊpleaseÊseeÊtheÊwebsite 

www.stjosephswalkers.org.uk 
orÊemail 

sjhfwalkers@gmail.com 



 

 Syria-Turkey earthquake:  
What has happened? 

 

 
 
6 February 2023 
Syria-Turkey Earthquake Appeal  
What is the news on the recent earthquake that hit Turkey and Syria?   
In the early hours of Monday 6 February 2023, powerful 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake struck near Turkey’s border with northern Syria.  
 
The scale of the devastation remains unclear. But we know that the    
earthquake has already killed more than 11,000 people, injured hundreds 
more and destroyed thousands of homes and buildings.  After the                  
earthquake, over 70 aftershocks occurred with the largest of a 7.5                   
magnitude. Millions of people across Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Cyprus and 
Israel felt the earthquake.   
To get support to our partners already responding, CAFOD has launched 
an appeal for the earthquake.   
 
How is CAFOD responding?   
CAFOD's local experts are already on the ground and assessing the 
needs of those affected by the earthquake. CAFOD has committed 
£100,000 to support our local experts who are on the ground providing 
urgent humanitarian support to survivors of the earthquake. 
 
Before the earthquake, CAFOD was already working with local experts 
providing humanitarian assistance to vulnerable families across Syria that 
have been affected by the 12 year long conflict.    
 
For Syrians, this is yet another devastating crisis they need to face. Even 
before the earthquake, the situation in the region was already bad with 
80% of people living in poverty. The results of the conflict are still felt               
today with a collapsing economy and millions who have been forced to 
leave their homes.  
 
The people of Syria and neighbouring countries continue to need your 
donations and prayers. 
You can donate online https://cafod.org.uk/ or there will be baskets 
out the back of church to put your donation in. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

News from Solihull   
News from Solihull – Fr Bernard - bernymcdermott@gmail.com                            

11th Feb 2023 
 
Last week Columbans got a reminder of the    
dangers which some of our missionaries, priests 
and sisters, face on a daily basis. It was the 2nd 
anniversary of the military coup in Myanmar 
(previously known as Burma) and we received an 
E-Mail invitation to join a mass (virtually through 
Zoom) to be celebrated in Myanmar by our 
Columban priests and sisters, supported by 
Columban students from the Formation           
Programme in Manila (Philippines), some of 
whom are from Myanmar themselves. 

All of the various Columban regions and mission units were invited to join 
and the appropriate contact details were provided. We were asked not to 
provide these details outside of Columban circles for security reasons. 

Myanmar has been under a military dictatorship for years now and      
attempts to establish democracy have always been thwarted by the      
military junta who have dismissed the results of different elections which 
have always demonstrated an overwhelming support for democracy by 
the people. The popular leader of the main political party, Aung San Suu 
Ki, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991, was held under house arrest 
for many years and now has been jailed for seven years on false charges 
of corruption made by the regime. 

Myself and two other Columbans from Britain joined the Mass which was 
10am GMT – 6.30pm Hong Kong (Myanmar) time. We learnt that 67 
Columbans from around the Columban world had responded to the      
invitation which proved to be a very moving and worthwhile event. 

Fr Eamonn Sheridan was the main celebrant situated in the Columban 
House in Michener sat at a simple table with no-one else in sight around. I 
assumed this was for security reasons especially for those priests /       
students who could be identi ed. Fr Eamonn gave a brief but moving    
description of the recent history of oppression of the people and the        
thousands of people who have died. Many more thousands of people, 
women and men who protested against the regime were arrested by the 
military and now languish in jails around the country. 

The Columbans in Myanmar have supported the resistance movement in 
different ways, sometimes at great risk to themselves. They recognise 
however that this is a cause which the people themselves have to ght, 
and their involvement, particularly their political involvement, has to be 



 

 

low-key as this could lead to arrest and in the case of non-native                   
Columbans, possible expulsion from the country. 

 
It was a good experience specially to remind us of the world-wide                                                               
Columban family and their experience of mission in dangerous situations 
of conflict and civil strife. Social Media is a valuable tool these days bring-
ing news of the different areas of violence and suffering afflicting so many 
communities around the world. 

Please keep the people of Myanmar in your prayers as Columbans do 
daily. 

 
Fr Bernard 
11th Feb 2023 
 
 



 

 

What if I’m wrong? A necessary 
question for every                                      
politician and voter 

 
Mark Piper February 07, 2023 

 

 
A public policy solution to homelessness may sound good but actually 

make the problem worse. Who pays for that mistake? (iStock/Dejan 
Marjanovic) 

Before we voice a preference on public policy, whether in the voting 
booth or talking with family members over dinner, we should consider 
one question with two parts. First, what are the costs of choosing the 
wrong policy? And second, who would have to bear those potential 
costs? 

While studying public policy in graduate school, I came across that ques-
tion in Eugene Bardach and Eric M. Patashnik’s book A Practical Guide 
for Policy Analysis. What began as an academic exercise eventually mor-
phed into a frequent opportunity for reflection. 

Formulating serious proposals in public policy takes more effort than re-
sponding to a friend asking if, for example, she should quit her job. (“I 
dunno, but you seem unhappy. Go for it!”) Policy analysis often begins 
with the de nition of a problem and ends with the choosing of a speci c 
proposal, a choice based upon the projected outcomes from various al-
ternatives. In each of the intervening steps, it is possible to make mis-
takes in the collection or interpretation of data. If the wrong solution is 
chosen, a problem will likely persist as before or even be made worse. 



 

 

First, what are the costs of choosing the wrong policy? And second, who 
would have to bear those potential costs? 

One seminal example Bardach uses is that “too many families are home-
less.” Public policy solutions, which usually require the approval of elect-
ed of cials, may include rent control, zoning law changes, vouchers, 
funding of homeless shelters and the construction of public housing. If I 
approve a ballot initiative related to one of these proposals or help elect a 
politician to enact one of these proposals, and the population of un-
housed families does not decrease, I may not have helped solve the prob-
lem. In fact, I may have made it worse. For instance, the purported disad-
vantages of rent control include limiting the housing supply and taking 
away incentives for landlords to properly maintain their properties. In a 
worst-case scenario, fewer tenants than expected will have stable rents, 
and some will spend more on repairs that their landlords fail to make. 

Another example of a public problem is widespread hunger or malnutri-
tion, perhaps due to the unaffordability of groceries. Policy solutions may 
include the elimination or reduction of the sales tax on food items, the 
government increasing the supply of food (did you know that the federal 
government has a strategic reserve of cheese?) and reducing inflation 
through monetary    policy. If I approve a ballot initiative or help elect a 
politician to enact one of these proposals, I need to consider the possibil-
ity that the proposal will fail or even increase hunger. For instance, if the 
Federal Reserve raises interest rates and restricts the country’s money 
supply, inflation may decrease and groceries may become more afforda-
ble, but job creation may suffer. If prices go down but you become unem-
ployed, you probably would not think this was an optimal policy solution. 

Jeff Immelt, the former chief executive of General Electric, once advised, 
“every job looks easy when you’re not the one doing it.” Similarly, in mat-
ters of public policy—and I would apply this even to homilies that discuss 
public policy—every mistake seems harmless and easily xed when 
you’re not the one in the arena or the one suffering from the harm of the 
sub-optimal policy. 

Every mistake seems harmless and easily xed when you’re not the one    
suffering from its harm. 

For any problem, nuance and discernment are integral to decision mak-
ing. That is, the solution should not just sound good. Assemble the evi-
dence, look at the trade-offs of various alternatives, ask yourself, “What if 
I’m wrong?” For instance, in the area of criminal justice, “tough-on-crime” 
policies may      reduce certain offenses, but they may also lead to over-
crowded prisons,    racial pro ling, disinvestment in certain neighbour-
hoods and other outcomes that harm the very populations the policies 
are meant to protect. But how many of us directly bear the cost of such 
outcomes? 



 

 

This process of policy analysis and asking, “What if I am wrong?” was lit-
erally an academic exercise while I was in graduate school, but it is also a 
simple reminder of our interconnectedness as neighbours, of our legiti-
mate preferences or needs in the context of the common good, and the                            
opportunity to make real the preferential option for the poor in our daily 
lives. 

If we choose to be engaged citizens and educated voters, we must regu-
larly assess, and if needed, correct our policy choices. We can do this 
most thoughtfully if we resist knee-jerk reactions, sound bites from politi-
cians and “hot takes” on social media. We need not be experts in public 
policy, but for the common good and good public policy, we must be 
practitioners of calm, serious reflection. Only afterward should we act. 



 

 

The tradition of papal                    
telegrams: Why the pope 
sends a message to every 

country he flies over 
 
Jim McDermott February 06, 2023 

 
 

Pope Francis smiles as he speaks with reporters on the flight back to Rome from 
Bahrain Nov. 6, 2022. (CNS photo/Maurizio Brambatti pool via Reuters) 

 
When the pope travels to other countries, as Pope Francis did last week, 
he does so with an intent to be a source of consolation and encourage-
ment to the people of those countries and to help draw the world’s atten-
tion to those countries and their needs. 

But one aspect of the pope’s travels that is often overlooked is the                               
communication that he also has with other countries. It is the custom of 
the papacy that the pope sends a telegram of greeting and blessing to 
the leader of every country over which his plane flies. So as he flew over 
Africa on his way to the Democratic Republic of Congo last week, he sent 
letters to the leaders of Tunisia, Algeria, Niger, the Central African Repub-
lic, Cameroon and Chad. 

“As I fly over your country on my way to the Democratic Republic of the        
Congo,” he wrote to Mohamed Bazoum, the president of the Republic of  
Niger, “I send cordial greetings to Your Excellency and the people of Ni-



 

 

ger, together with the assurance of my prayers that the Almighty will 
bless you all with strength and peace.” 

It is the custom of the papacy that the pope sends a telegram of greeting 
and blessing to the leader of every country over which his plane flies. 

While the exact origin of this practice is unknown, Federico Lombardi, 
S.J., the director of the Vatican Press Of ce from 2006 to 2016, says it 
“almost certainly” began with Paul VI, the rst pope in 150 years to travel 
outside of Italy and the rst ever to do so by plane. And the inspiration, 
Father Lombardi believes, emerged out of practicality. On any flight, “The 
aircraft is in                            continuous contact with the control towers 
of all the countries flown over to provide data on the route and to receive 
instructions and assistance during the flight,” he explains. Furthermore, 
heads of state are required to request permission to fly over other coun-
tries. 

[Popes on a Plane: How the Boeing 747 changed the Catholic Church 
and the papacy] 

These requirements of communication gave the Vatican the idea, Father 
Lombardi says, “of thanking…the various countries for having facilitated 
the pastoral mission of the pope by granting overflight rights.” 

The statements are very short, just a few sentences, drafted in conjunc-
tion with the Vatican’s Secretariat of State, which oversees all of the 
pope’s texts on his apostolic trips abroad. And in a sense, they all amount 
to the same thing: Hello and God bless you. But there is a care in the lan-
guage that is striking. The terms used for God shift with the country and 
never assume a Christian image. Sometimes there are other speci c de-
tails, too. Talking to transitional president of Chad, Mahamat Déby, Pope 
Francis prays for the blessings of “reconciliation and peace.” The country 
has struggled with tremendous political instability and oppression follow-
ing the murder of Mr. Déby’s father the day after he won re-election in 
2021. 

There’s also the sense of a personal touch. The notes are written in the 
rst person and present the pope literally thinking of the people below as 

he passes overhead. “Flying over Algeria on my apostolic journey to the                   
Democratic Republic of the Congo,” he writes, “I extend greetings of 
good wishes to Your Excellency and your fellow citizens.” You can just 
about imagine Pope Francis in his seat, looking out the window on the 
countries below and praying for the people there. 

In a sense, the pope’s messages all amount to the same thing: Hello and 
God bless you. But there is a care in the language that is striking.  

Originally, the texts were written in the native language of the country 
below, another thoughtful gesture. But “given the dif culty of reading the 
messages” for the flight crew that is asked to convey them, Father Lom-



 

 

bardi says, they eventually decided to use the languages used in air trav-
el. Most of the time that means English. 

Father Lombardi also notes, given the vagaries of air travel, that some-
times a route gets changed mid-flight. As a result, the papal plane is al-
ways ready with telegrams for other countries that they may unexpected-
ly have to pass over. 

Occasionally, the notes are truly monumental. China had severed diplo-
matic relations with the Vatican in 1951, and in 1989 refused to let John 
Paul II fly over Chinese airspace. But in 2014, Pope Francis was able to 
offer his rst-ever statement to the Chinese people when China allowed 
his plane to fly over Chinese land on its way to South Korea. 

“Upon entering Chinese airspace, I extend best wishes to your excellency 
and your fellow citizens,” Francis wrote, “and I invoke the divine blessings 
of peace and well-being upon the nation.” Father Lombardi, who was 
press  director at the time, found the occasion very memorable. So did 
people in China. Mary Zhang, a parishioner at Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral in Beijing at the time, said, “I’m very excited. It’s the rst time 
the pope has flown over China.” It gave her hope that the pope might 
some day be able to say Mass there. 

As simple as they are, I nd it heartening to read these notes. Maybe it is 
the thoughtfulness of the gesture, even the earnestness. “As I return from 
my apostolic journey to Canada,” Francis wrote to Sergio Mattarella, the                   
president of Italy—always the rst and nal telegram of his trips—
“enriched by the encounter with many people and situations of the place, 
and especially by the experiences of contact with the native peoples, I 
warmly extend to you, Mr. President, and to the dear Italian nation, fer-
vent wishes of serenity and prosperity, assuring you of my constant pray-
er.” To me he sounds like a child eager to share with his parents the won-
ders he has seen. 

But the pope’s telegrams also offer a tangible expression of God’s affec-
tion. We believe that no matter who we are, where we live or what we be-
lieve, God sees us and cares for us. Like a spiritual Santa Claus, or per-
haps more aptly St. Valentine, everywhere the pope goes he sends out 
caring notes, to remind us of that fact. 
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