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First Reading Leviticus 19:1-2,17-18 

Psalm 102(103):1-4,8,10,12-13 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 

Gospel Matthew 5:38-48 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 19th February 2023 (A) 



CONTACT DETAILS 
 
All Saints 
164 Carrington Lane 
Ashton-on-Mersey 
M33 5WL 
 
Telephone: 
0161 962 4444 
 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Chapel Lane 
Partington 
M31 4EZ 
 
Telephone: 
0161 775 2905 
 
Email: 
our3parishes@gmail.com 
 
https://ourparishes.church 

NEXT 
WEEK’S 
READINGS 
 

First Reading 
Genesis 2:7-9,3:1-7 
 
Psalm 
50(51):3-6,12-14,17 
 
 
Second Reading 
Romans 5:12-19 
 
 
Gospel 
Matthew 4:1-11 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTION 

More straight talking from Jesus! in trying to                   
educate the disciples in his way, he is very direct 
and to the point. I'm sure this made a great                        
impression on them; it wasn't his usual manner of 
presentation. He speaks in contrasts: of an old way 
of dealing with enemies: an eye for an eye revenge 
and violence: turning the other cheek, going that 
extra mile, giving to anyone who asks. 

How amazed they must have seemed when he 
went on to say; You have learnt how you must love 
your neighbour and hate your enemy. But I say this 
to you, I SAY THIS TO YOU, LOVE YOUR ENEMY 
AND PRAY FOR THOSE WHO PERSECUTE 
YOU. I? WHAT IS HE SAYING, I? ONLY GOD can 
say this, surely? They must have been shocked, 
perhaps even frightened. But no Jesus goes 
on—if you act in this way you will be sons (and 
daughters) of your Father in heaven. 

For if you love those who love you what right have 
you to claim any credit? Even the tax collectors do 
as as much  and pagans do as much, do they not? 
These people were despised by the  

religious leaders of the time "unworthy and                   
worthless! 

What wonders what went through the disciples’ 
minds- this was alien to their Jewish beliefs taught 
by the Pharisees. No wonder some of the disciples 
could not take it and walked away later on. It was 
too much for them. 

"But you, you must be perfect as your heavenly 
Father is perfect." 

In the rst reading, we are told "Didn't you realise 
that you are God's temple and that the Spirit of 
God is living among you:" and in every person 
made in the image of God. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Parishes 
EXTRA MASS FOR LENT 
For the Lenten season there will be an extra Mass every Friday 12.00pm. 
Just another opportunity to do something extra for Lent. We will also have 
the stations some Friday evenings in Lent.  

CAFOD APPEAL SYRIA/TURKEY 
A big thank you to all for your generosity, a total of £915 was raised last 
weekend, the amount has now been sent to CAFOD and will go directly to 
the needy in Syria and Turkey. Thank you so much for your generosity. 

CONFIRMATION 
This begins this Sunday after 5pm Mass. If you haven’t  lled in a form, no 
problem, you can do it this Sunday as you arrive. It is not a                           
programme with many sessions and so we insist you attend each session 
and the day retreat. 

STEPH COFFEE MORNING THANK YOU 
WOW! We’re so thankful to YOU - our amazing local community! Our   
fun- lled charity coffee morning, after Mass  Sunday 5th, successfully 
raised over £900!! Your overwhelming generosity has completely                   
humbled us. We’re now able to fund 100 Molly’s Dollies for the Children's 
Heart Federation, helping children undergoing heart surgery. 

Enormous thanks to everyone that came and supported this wonderful 
cause. We hope you enjoyed it and will join us again at the next one 
soon! With Love, Steph x 

 

Today’s Mass 
Psalm                                                                                      

The Lord is compassion and love. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him,  
and we shall come to him. 

Alleluia! 
____________________ 

 



 

 

LENTEN PROJECT 
On Wednesday 22nd February we begin our Lenten Project, it will be 
very similar to our Christmas Project, involving Sale West Hub and Our 
Lady of Lourdes Parish. We ask for food vouchers or cash, they may be 
left in the baskets and all collected, will be distributed to the most needy 
and vulnerable before Easter via Sale West Hub, and Our Lady of 
Lourdes parish. Please give if you can. 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CANDIDATES 
We ask for prayers for Con rmation, First Forgiveness and First         
Communion candidates. We welcome all those who have begun their                     
sacramental journey, children, teenagers and their families. Let us                 
remember them in our prayers during the next few months. 

MONDAY CLUB 
This week, looking ahead to the Summer, Catherine, a Travel Consultant, 
will give us advice on Holiday planning. 

PIETY SHOP 
Please take a look at the Piety Shop as you leave church. We have brand 
new stock including cards for St Patricks day, Mothering Sunday, and 
Easter. Please try to support our shop. Thank you  

CEILDH IN MEMORY OF MARGARET LILLIS 
Margaret’s family and friends are organising a Ceildh in her memory and 
to raise funds for the East Cheshire hospice,  it will take place at St     
Andrews community Hall in Mottram on 15th April. Would be great if we 
could support this event in memory of Margaret. Also, some of you might 
want to donate a raffle prize or something for the auction on the night. 
Have a word with Fr Ned if you can help. 

LOURDES BY JUMBULANCE 
Chester and Wirral Across Groups are again travelling to Lourdes this 
year. There are vacancies for nurses, helpers and sick and disabled                   
pilgrims. We have taken folk with a wide range of health problems such 
as stroke, cancer, MS, Motor Neurone Disease, etc. The cost is £995. 
Nurses and under 25s in full time education pay half. However,  nancial 
help may be available for those who cannot afford to pay the full amount. 
COVID Vaccinations compulsory. 
 
For further information, please contact Tony Murphy on 07881-656-974 
or tonymurphyefc2002@yahoo.co.uk 



 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION  
Offertory -  All Saints  12/02/2023 excluding SO  £796.93 
Offertory -  Our Lady of Lourdes 12/02/2023  including SO  £ 381.10        
Thank you so much for your continued generosity and giving. 

THE FOLK GROUP 
The Folk Group are always looking for new members, we play at the 
9.30am Mass every other Sunday, If you would like to join us please 
come and have a chat at the end of Mass, you will be very welcome!  

CHOIR 
Would you like to help us raise the roof this Easter? New singers                    
welcome. Rehearsals are on Saturdays at 10am; fortnightly at the                  
moment, Feb 4th and Feb 18th. After that rehearsals will be weekly up to 
Easter. Come along and enjoy a good sing! 

BIDDING PRAYERS 
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to 
us or emailed to us by the Friday evening. 
17th/18th Sue Perkins 
24th/25th Barbara 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
We have just had a meeting with the three Primary heads and have           
organised our First Communion Celebrations. They are as follows; 
·  6th May - Our Lady of Lourdes 
· 13th May - All Saints 
· 20th May - St Margaret Ward 
Another meeting will be held in the coming weeks to discuss meetings 
and rst Forgiveness dates with the Catechists. We will let you know.  

TRAIDCRAFT 
Unfortunately, Traidcraft plc has had to go into administration. It has been 
struggling nancially for all the reasons that have hit so many businesses 
in the last ve years. When Traidcraft started over forty years ago, it was 
a pioneer for fair trade. It has helped to launch ethical brands and the Fair
-Trade Foundation. We now have better standards and procedures in 
place to protect the rights and dignity of growers and producers all over 
the world. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the stall so generously over 
the years.  

The campaign for trade justice goes on and we can continue to support 
fair trade as a parish and to shop ethically, and we will have our Fairtrade 
Fortnight tea and coffee as usual on March 12th. 

 



 

 

UKRAINIAN SPONSOR  
There are a couple of Ukrainian families who need a sponsor rematch. 
There is a lady and her teenage son who were initially due to come to a 
sponsor family in Sale, but it was felt the house wasn’t big enough. The 
Ukrainian lady was found another sponsor in Wales, where she is                    
currently living. She was sponsored by a 90-year-old lady, and they are 
housed in a separate cottage, but the location is very rural and they are 
very isolated. She has found work there but doesn’t speak any English 
and there aren’t any opportunities local to her to learn, or to meet other 
Ukrainians, or other boys her son’s age. She is desperate to move to 
Sale, as she has friends in Sale and where they will have more of a                     
support network and more opportunities to become part of a community. 
  
There is also another lady in Sale with two teenagers - one girl and one 
boy. Their sponsor has come to the end of their 6 months and doesn’t 
want to continue. 
 
If you feel you might like to sponsor or want to learn more about it. Please 
get in contact with Gaynor Mullin, Sale Community Support Hub                    
Coordinator Tel. 07767 392546 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION OF JOHN MAIN OSB 
See leaflets and bookmarks at back of church.   
Sometimes referred to as 'silent prayer' or 'prayer of the heart’. The group 
that used to meet here at All Saints is currently meeting online via zoom 
on Tuesday evenings. There is a group that meets in person every                 
Saturday morning in Manchester at Friends' Meeting House, Mount St., 
Manchester. For more information see wccm.uk; local contact Pat Higgins
- telephone 0161 962 8661 07962019591 

ST JOSEPH’S AND HOLY FAMILY WALKERS 
Walk:ÊBollington,ÊMiddlewoodÊWay,ÊMacclesfieldÊCanal 

When:ÊSunday 19th February 
Meet: St Joseph’s car park 12.45pm for 1.00pm depart. 

Descrip on: A 1 Boot walk. Mostly on the flat (not suitable for wheels, 
though) taking in parts of the old Macclesfield – Marple railway (now the 

Middlewood Way) and the Macclesfield Canal. 
Return: Expect to return to St Joseph’s for 5.00pm 

 
ForÊmoreÊinforma onÊandÊcontactÊdetailsÊpleaseÊseeÊtheÊwebsite 

www.stjosephswalkers.org.uk 
orÊemail 

sjhfwalkers@gmail.com 



 

 

Syria-Turkey earthquake:  
What has happened? 

 

 
 
6 February 2023 
Syria-Turkey Earthquake Appeal  
What is the news on the recent earthquake that hit Turkey and Syria?   
In the early hours of Monday 6 February 2023, powerful 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake struck near Turkey’s border with northern Syria.  
 
The scale of the devastation remains unclear. But we know that the    
earthquake has already killed more than 11,000 people, injured hundreds 
more and destroyed thousands of homes and buildings.  After the                  
earthquake, over 70 aftershocks occurred with the largest of a 7.5                   
magnitude. Millions of people across Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Cyprus and 
Israel felt the earthquake.   
To get support to our partners already responding, CAFOD has launched 
an appeal for the earthquake.   
 
How is CAFOD responding?   
CAFOD's local experts are already on the ground and assessing the 
needs of those affected by the earthquake. CAFOD has committed 
£100,000 to support our local experts who are on the ground providing 
urgent humanitarian support to survivors of the earthquake. 
 
Before the earthquake, CAFOD was already working with local experts 
providing humanitarian assistance to vulnerable families across Syria that 
have been affected by the 12 year long conflict.    
 
For Syrians, this is yet another devastating crisis they need to face. Even 
before the earthquake, the situation in the region was already bad with 
80% of people living in poverty. The results of the conflict are still felt               
today with a collapsing economy and millions who have been forced to 
leave their homes.  
 
The people of Syria and neighbouring countries continue to need your 
donations and prayers. 
You can donate online https://cafod.org.uk/ or there will be baskets 
out the back of church to put your donation in. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

News from Solihull   
 

Fr Bernard – bernymcdermott@gmail.com   
19th Feb 2023 
 
There is a priest in the Columban community here 
in Solihull who has annoyed me very much over 
the past few years and I have been unable to 
come to terms with the feelings for my annoyance 
and how to deal with those feelings. I know why 
he annoys me, and I wonder whether it is me who 
has the problem because maybe he doesn’t con-
form to my standards of behaviour? 

I have been reluctant to confront him with my 
frustration as we are not a great community for 
sharing our feelings with each other one-to-one 
basis or as a group. The effect is a lack of trust among us, and we tend to 
act and think as individuals rather than as a group where sharing of feel-
ings is concerned. 

We do ‘tolerate’ the differences among us on a basic human level, but it 
can be frustrating when no-one shares whether they agree with or dislike 
a particular action of a member of the community. 

This week is my week to be main celebrant for the community celebration 
of mass and ‘for a change’ I introduced a recorded hymn from my phone 
(Come as You Are) at the beginning of Mass to highlight the importance 
of the Penitential Rite. I printed out the words of the hymn for each per-
son so they could follow the hymn and maybe join in if they wished!! 

Afterwards there wasn’t a word from anyone as to whether they liked ‘the 
refreshing change’ or was it “a waste of time!” ... not a peep from any-
one!!! 

An example maybe to illustrate my point!!? 

However, to return to my ‘annoying friend’. I shared my frustration (not 
within the Sacrament of Confession) with someone recently who has 
some knowledge of psychology and having shared my feelings and de-
scription of his behaviour, she wondered whether my friend is ‘autistic’ 
and it has never been properly diagnosed!? This would explain his silenc-
es and inability to communicate and share conversation or actions be-
yond satisfying his own personal needs. 

He is now in his 70’s and celebrating his golden jubilee this year. My               
psychological con dant is amazed this has never been ‘picked up’ either 
before his ordination or during the many years of his ministry. 



 

 

Anyway, he has survived, and God bless him for his faithful years as a 
missionary priest. 

It has helped me to understand him better and more important the rea-
sons for my frustration. Hopefully, now I can treat him with greater under-
standing and respect, and it will be something I don’t have to examine my 
conscience with quite so often from now on. 

 
Fr. Bernard 
14th Feb 2023 



 

 

Review: God doesn’t make us sick 
or well. So what is faith’s role in 
the face of illness? 
 
Kaya Oakes February 10, 2023 

(iStock) 
 

When a friend of mine was diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer,                  
instead of becoming tranquil and cheerfully focused on survival, her                  
generally cranky personality became even crankier. The chief targets of 
her rage—other than the election of our former president in 2016 and the 
health care organization that wanted her to leave her home and enter a 
hospice—were the kinds of treacly and sentimental cards and 
“inspirational” books about illness and death that seem to proliferate in 
this country. Every time someone would send her one, she would thrust it 
in my or another friend’s direction, saying “get this out of my house right 
now.” 

 An entire industry has sprung up around making sickness and death  
palatable and even trendy, with “illness influencers” attracting hundreds 
of thousands of followers on social media and book publishers cranking 
out seemingly endless tomes turning sickness into a journey, a means of 
embracing life more fully, even an adventure. The reality is that potentially 
mortal illnesses and chronic ones are painful, ugly and terrifying. To face 
up to them with wry humour and a taste for the ironic takes a delicate 
touch, but that is what the United Church of Christ pastor and writer Molly 
Baskette does in her new book, How to Begin When Your World Is               
Ending. 

An entire industry has sprung up around making sickness and death               
palatable and even trendy, with “illness influencers” attracting hundreds 
of thousands of followers on social media. 



 

 

Just over a decade ago, at the age of 39, Baskette was diagnosed with a 
rare form of cancer. Her children were very young, and she was just             
beginning to transform the church where she was pastor from moribund 
and shrinking into thriving and growing. Baskette, raised by a parent with 
a major depressive disorder, had turned out to be a high-achieving                   
woman, the kind of person who attends an Ivy League school not once, 
but twice. But her “brand” of strength and success, like that of many              
successful people confronted with illness and mortality, wouldn’t be 
enough on its own to vanquish her mortality. 

In the face of cancer, she writes, “the workaholic self I had carefully                
constructed to make myself a valued and therefore indispensable person 
wherever I went found no purchase.” 

Early in the book, Baskette mentions that every person in training for      
ministry takes a class in systematic theology in which they examine the 
“nature and being” of God along with concepts like sin, salvation,                   
redemption, and resurrection. The ultimate goal is to give ministers a 
“blueprint for a boat of sorts,” an understanding of God’s presence that 
will survive the travails of working up close with human suffering. By 
opening the door to what her own suffering was like in the face of illness, 
Baskette’s book also allows readers to experience what it is like to be a 
Christian minister who works with human suffering as she experiences 
her own suffering. 

In The Wounded Healer, Henri Nouwen wrote that “for a compassionate 
person, nothing human is alien.” Baskette walks the reader through her 
own medical transformation from healthy and long-haired to bald and 
frail, trying to explain what is happening to her small children, celebrating 
small milestones like throwing a “peach fuzz party” with bellinis when her 
hair begins to grow back. In a broken world where stories like Baskette’s 
and those of the people she ministers to are all too common, she reminds 
us that “God doesn’t make the fractures, but God will make use of them.” 

Baskette reminds us that “God doesn’t make the fractures, but God will 
make use of them.” 

The risk in any story about a person moving through illness is that it will 
pivot into a feel-good tale of beating the odds and surviving—the kind of 
book my friend with cancer would have thrown across the room. Baskette 
avoids that by balancing her own survival story with those of parishioners 
she worked with who did not survive, and by being frank about the toll 
cancer took on her marriage, her children, and the church she served. 

Being a parent, for example, can sound like a lot of fun in Baskette’s                 
accounting of it, though she will also admit it “will also take you to new 
levels of fury, disappointment, anxiety, and stone-cold terror.” Stories like 
her church congregation breaking out into dance or her family throwing a 
Covid-19 prom in their living room, and tales of “besties” who seem to 
proliferate in her life at times of crisis (which is not always the case for 



 

 

sick people) can risk being sentimental or cheesy. But just when the book 
threatens to tilt that way, Baskette will remind readers that for cancer                 
survivors, “these are not happy endings. They are new growth after                 
devastation.” 

Throughout the book, Baskette is also more than willing to puncture some 
of the more banal Christian sentiments about suffering, from “God has a 
plan” to the notion that suffering is always redemptive. God’s role in                  
suffering, she writes, is more complicated than that, because “faith                    
requires both relinquishment of control and taking charge of the freedom 
God gives us that no circumstances can take away.” That is the blessing 
and curse of living in a human body. 

Baskette is also frank about the challenges of life as a pastor, including 
leaving the church community that saw her through cancer only to land at 
a new church in Berkeley that caught re soon after she arrived (full                   
disclosure: I have spoken at Baskette’s church). This, too, could be a 
cheesy resurrection story, but Baskette is frank that deciding how to                    
rebuild the church and the ensuing ghts about what to do can be a                
challenge among Berkeley’s trenchant NIMBYs, as goodhearted as they 
might be. But even NIMBYs can provide opportunities for spiritual                   
movement. “I don’t believe that God is responsible for disasters and                    
cancer,” Baskette writes, “but that does not mean that our God is a safe 
God and won’t ruthlessly take any opportunity to break and enter our 
hearts.” 

My friend died a few years ago, not because she wasn’t brave in the face 
of cancer, but because cancer is wily and determined to have its way. For 
anyone diagnosed with an illness or the people who care about them, 
Baskette’s book is a reminder that God doesn’t make us sick, and God 
doesn’t make us well. God is with us in the suffering, the rage—and even 
in the redemption. God is at the chemo infusion and the follow-up scans. 
And God is with us at the funeral, on the dance floor, at the ve-year                         
survival party and in our bodies, no matter how sick or well they may be. 
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