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First Reading Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

Psalm 26(27):1,4,13-14 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17 

Gospel Matthew 4:12-23 
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164 Carrington Lane 
Ashton-on-Mersey 
M33 5WL 
 
Telephone: 
0161 962 4444 
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Partington 
M31 4EZ 
 
Telephone: 
0161 775 2905 
 
Email: 
our3parishes@gmail.com 
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NEXT 
WEEK’S 
READINGS 
 

First Reading 
Zephaniah 2:3,3:12-13 
 
 
Psalm 
145(146):6-10 
 
 
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
 
 
Gospel 
Matthew 5:1-12a 
 
 
 

REFLECTION 

Today in the Gospel Jesus takes up John's message 
of repentance and calls disciples to believe the Good 
News he has come to deliver. The Gospel is the  
power and wisdom of God, power to change and 
transform our lives and wisdom to show us how to 
live as daughters and sons of God, our Father. 
 
Through the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the Lord makes it 
possible for us to receive his word with faith and to 
act upon it with trust. 
 
To believe is to take Jesus at his word, to believe that 
God loved us so much that he sent his only Son to 
redeem the world from sin and death to bring us 
back to himself. 
 
When the Lord calls us to be his disciples and                   
co-workers, we must not think we have nothing to 
offer him in exchange. The Lord takes what we can 
offer and uses it for greatness in his kingdom His  
Glory. 
 
God wants others to see the light of Christ in us in the 
way we live, speak and witness the joy of the gospel.  

Today’s Mass 
Psalm                                                                                      

The Lord is my light and my help. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus proclaimed the Good News                                 
of the kingdom 

and cured all kinds of sickness among the        
people. 
Alleluia! 

 
____________________ 

 



 

 

All Parishes 
PRAYER CARDS UPON DEATH OF POPE EMERITUS BENEDICT 
We recently received some prayer cards for Pope Benedict which           
includes a prayer for Pope Francis. They are available at the back of 
church , take one as you leave, there are not too many. 

LENTEN PROJECT 
We are not far off our Lenten season and would be very grateful if any of 
you could give ideas for this years Lenten Project. We are such generous 
parishes. So if you have any ideas of where we could direct this Lenten 
project then let us know, personally or by email. 

LIVESTREAMING DONATIONS 
Thank you to all who are supporting this in the last two weeks, £185 was 
donated. Thank you so much for supporting this important project. 

CAFOD/REFUGEE SUPPORT 
The two jars are back, so if you have any spare change or wish to help 
either of these causes you may do so as you leave church, thank you for 
your continued generosity. 

PARISH COUNCIL 
A reminder for all members, the next meeting is Wednesday 1st                 
February, straight after Mass on  the Wednesday. Check your diaries to 
make sure you do not forget. 

MONDAY CLUB 
This week we might have Bingo but if not a Quiz ! - more important 
though is the opportunity to meet up and chat  

SVP SUDAN BABY FEEDING PROJECT 2022/23 
The recent annual Christmas Appeal for the SVP Sudan Baby Feeding 
Project, raised £930. The All Saints SVP Conference greatly appreciate 
the generosity of parishioners and thanks them for their help in saving the 
lives of so many young children  

COMMUNION UNDER BOTH KINDS 
We plan to start offering the chalice with the Precious Blood at Mass 
again. Also we will be doing out a new Eucharistic Ministers rota again.  

 

 



 

 
CONFIRMATION 2023 - UPDATE 
The Con rmation Programme for students in Years 8 and above will 
commence in February. Sessions will take place at: 

All Saints Church after the 5pm mass on Sunday evenings. 

The rst meeting for parents and candidates will be on Sunday 5thFebru-
ary after the 5pm mass at All Saints Church. During this session we will 
talk through the programme, go through expectations of candidates and 
answer any questions. 

The rst session for candidates will start on Sunday 19thFebru-
ary.Attendance at ALL the sessions is important. 

Registration forms are available from the parish of ce or by emailing 
lindadavison70@binternet.com. Forms need to be completed prior to 
starting the programme. 

The Con rmation Mass will take place on Friday 21st April at 7pm. If you 
have any further questions, please contact Linda on 07951281484 or 
lindadavison70@btinternet.com 

CHURCH AND COVID 
We do see a big increase in covid again. The gel is still available as you 
enter church and if you feel more comfortable wearing a mask then 
please do so. It is most important you feel safe when you come to 
church. Do what you have to do. 

FR BERNARD 
Fr Bernard thanks everyone for their kind thoughts, prayers and best 
wishes, he’s not quite there yet but is feeling much better. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION  
Offertory -  All Saints  15/01/23 excluding SO  £813.59 
Offertory -  Our Lady of Lourdes 15/01/23 including SO  £459.25                 
Thank you so much for your continued generosity and giving. 

SHREWSBURY YEAR BOOKS 
Shrewsbury year books are on sale in both parishes - £6 each. 

THE FOLK GROUP 
The Folk Group are always looking for new members, we play at the 
9.30am Mass every other Sunday, If you would like to join us please 
come and have a chat at the end of Mass, you will be very welcome! 

CHOIR 
Would you like to help us raise the roof this Easter? New singers                    
welcome. Rehearsals are on Saturdays at 10am; fortnightly at the                  
moment, Feb 4th and Feb 18th. After that rehearsals will be weekly up to 
Easter. Come along and enjoy a good sing! 



 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
For those who take communion to our housebound, can we just remind 
you to take a Newsletter each week. Full editions may be collected from 
the sacristy 

BIDDING PRAYERS 
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to 
us or emailed to us by the Friday evening. 

21st/22nd  Derick Barrett 

27th/28th Tricia Booth 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
We have just had a meeting with the three Primary heads and have           
organised our First Communion Celebrations. They are as follows; 

6th May - Our Lady of Lourdes 

13th May - All Saints 

20th May - St Margaret Ward 

Another meeting will be held in the coming weeks to discuss meetings 
and rst Forgiveness dates with the Catechists. We will let you know.  

CARITAS IN WYTHENSHAWE  
Caritas urgently needs the following at St. Aidan’s centre in                           
Wythenshawe:  

•  Female volunteers who like art, craft, cooking, baking, yoga, sewing 
 or other skills to join the Women’s group, which helps refugees and 
 female asylum seekers with integration every Friday afternoon from 
 12- 2 pm.  

· Tutor volunteers to deliver ESOL sessions for refugees and asylum 
seekers every Tuesday afternoon from 12-2 pm.  

· Volunteers to run the sessions, shop and cater for lunch and take 
care of the children during the sessions.  

If you are interested, please contact us ASAP.  
Email: Lana.Osman@caritasshrewsbury.org.uk Mobile: 07824329331  

LAY CHAPLAIN VACANCY 
St James' Catholic High School, Cheadle Hulme are seeking to appoint a 
Lay Chaplain, all information can be found on their website https://
www.stjamescheadle.co.uk/jobs/ 
 

 



 

 

News from Solihull  Fr Bernard  
– bernymcdermott@gmail.com 
22nd Jan 2023 
 
I am the main celebrant this week for our daily 
community mass and this morning I remem-
bered in particular the names on the list of 
Columban supporters and benefactors which is 
placed on the altar each week by the mission 
of ce. 

It gave me ‘food for thought’ for this week’s 
newsletter as we Columbans remember and 
give thanks for the generosity of so many people 
over the years who have supported our                 
Columban mission. 

They are remembered every day. They are prayed for at mass and during 
community prayers. Many have died but they are not forgotten. Every 
day, whether alive or dead they are brought before the Lord. In China, in 
Korea, in Myanmar, in South America or in any of the countries where 
Columbans have lived and worked, they are remembered. Thousands 
and thousands of people, most of whom are anonymous, known only to 
God. 

They are our benefactors which includes many of the readers of this    
article and parishioners of All Saints and Our lady of Lourdes parishes. 
They are the people who helped Columban missionaries from the earliest 
days, who down through the years prayed for and supported men and 
women who were called to go and bring the message of Christ to people 
of other nations. When the Columban mission began in 1918 to bring the 
gospel message to the people of China the missionary spirit was      
awakened in the people of Ireland. Hidden in their hearts was a huge                 
desire to tell the story of Jesus Christ to the millions of the Far East                 
populations. They sensed, long before Pope Francis voiced it that “ The 
joy of the gospel is for all people: no-one can be excluded (Evangelii 
Gaudium). 

Their letters then and no less today assured the Columbans of their    
prayers, of their great interest in how peoples of other cultures and               
different beliefs are responding to God’s Word. An article in the Far East 
magazine, a talk from a returned missionary often kept their interest alive.    

In those early days the Far East published long lists of the names of                
people who sent donations to help the mission. Individuals, families, the 
young, the old, parish priests and different parish groups. Today we no 
longer see those lists but in the archives of the Far East which we retain 



 

 

here in Solihull I have read with amazement the evidence of the                      
enormous generosity and sacri ce of those supporters who have kept us 
going for so many years. 

 
Today, our benefactors come from all over the globe, not only here in 
Britain and Ireland, but also in those countries where Columbans sowed 
and nourished  the seeds of faith. Columbans who visit different parishes 
around the country frequently meet people and families  who originate 
from countries where Columbans have served and have now settled here 
in Britain. 

Faith has come full circle with people who maybe received their faith from 
a missionary in the Philippines or Peru, are now contributing to the 
growth of faith in communities from where that missionary received his or 
her own faith.  GOD BLESS THEM ALL. 

 
Fr Bernard 
22nd Jan 2023                                                                                                                     
 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Pope Francis: Prayer is more than just 
asking for what you want.                                   
Ask Jesus how he is, too. 

 
Pope Francis November 16, 2022 
Below is the text of Pope Francis’ weekly Wednesday audience, delivered on Nov. 
16, 2022. 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 

Today, let us resume the catechesis on the theme of discernment. We 
have seen how important it is to read what stirs within us, so as not to 
make hasty decisions, spurred by the emotion of the moment, only to  
regret them when it is too late. That is, to read what happens and then 
make decisions. 

In this sense, even the spiritual state we call desolation, when in the heart 
everything is dark, it is sad, these things, this state of desolation can be 
an opportunity for growth. Indeed, if there is not a little dissatisfaction, a 
little healthy sadness, a healthy capacity to dwell in solitude and to stay 
by ourselves without fleeing, we risk always remaining on the surface of 
things and never making contact with the core of our existence.                      
Desolation causes a “rousing of the soul”: when one is sad it is as if the 
soul were shaken; it keeps us alert, it fosters vigilance and humility, and                       
protects us from the winds of fancy. These are indispensable conditions 
for progress in life, and hence also in the spiritual life. A perfect but 
“aseptic” serenity, without feeling, when it becomes the criterion for               
decisions and behaviour, makes us inhuman. We cannot ignore our                  
feelings: we are human, and sentiment is a part of our humanity. And 
without understanding feelings we are inhuman; without living our                        
sentiments we will also be indifferent to the sufferings of others and                     
incapable of accepting our own. Not to mention that such a “perfect                      
serenity” cannot be reached by this path of indifference. This sterile                   
distance: “I won’t get involved in things, I will keep my distance”: this is 
not life, it is as though we lived in a laboratory, shut away, so as not to 
have microbes and diseases. 

Pope Francis: Being desolate offers us the possibility of growth, of       
initiating a more mature, more beautiful relationship with the Lord and 



 

 

with our loved ones, a relationship that is not reduced to a mere                          
exchange of giving and having. 

For many saints, restlessness was a decisive impetus to turn their lives 
around. This arti cial serenity will not do. Yes, a healthy restlessness is 
ne, the restless heart, the heart that seeks its way. This is the case, for 

example, of Augustine of Hippo, Edith Stein, Joseph Benedict                            
Cottolengo, or Charles de Foucauld. Important choices come at a price 
that life presents, a price that is within reach of everyone; or rather, the 
important choices do not come from the lottery, no; they have a price, 
and you have to pay that price. It is a price that you must pay with your 
heart, it is the price of the decision, the price of making some effort. It is 
not free of charge, but it is a price within reach of everyone. We must all 
pay for this decision so as to leave behind the state of indifference. The 
state of indifference brings us down, always. 

Desolation is also an invitation to gratuitousness, to not acting always and 
solely with a view to emotional grati cation. Being desolate offers us the 
possibility of growth, of initiating a more mature, more beautiful                           
relationship with the Lord and with our loved ones, a relationship that is 
not reduced to a mere exchange of giving and having. Let us think of our 
childhood, for example, think as children, it often happens that we look 
for our parents to obtain something from them, a toy, some money to buy 
an ice cream, permission… And so, we look for them not for themselves, 
but for personal gain. And yet, the greatest gift is them, our parents, and 
we understand this gradually as we grow up. 

Many of our prayers are also somewhat like this: they are requests for 
favours addressed to the Lord, without any real interest in him. We go to 
ask, to ask, to ask the Lord. The Gospel notes that Jesus was often                     
surrounded by many people who sought him out in order to obtain      
something: healing, material assistance, but not simply to be with him. He 
was pushed by the crowds, yet he was alone. Some saints, and even 
some artists, have contemplated this condition of Jesus. It may seem 
strange, unreal, to ask the Lord: “How are you?” Instead, it is a beautiful 
way to enter into a true, sincere relationship, with his humanity, with his 
suffering, even with his singular solitude. With him, with the Lord, who 
wanted to share his life with us to the full. 

Pope Francis: Desolation, then, is the clearest response to the objection 
that the experience of God is a form of wishful thinking, a simple                                       
projection of our desires. 

It does us a great deal of good to learn to be with him, to be with the 
Lord, to learn to be with the Lord without ulterior motives, exactly as it 
happens with people we care for: we wish to know them more and more, 
because it is good to be with them. 



 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, the spiritual life is not a technique at our                
disposal, it is not a programme for inner “wellbeing” that it is up to us to 
plan. No. The spiritual life is the relationship with the Living One, with 
God, the Living One who cannot be reduced to our categories. And                       
desolation, then, is the clearest response to the objection that the                      
experience of God is a form of wishful thinking, a simple projection of our 
desires. Desolation is not feeling anything, when everything is dark, but 
you seek God in the desolation. In that case, if we think that he is a                    
projection of our desires, we would always be the ones to plan, and we 
would always be happy and content, like a record that repeats the same 
music. Instead, those who pray realize that the outcome is unpredictable: 
experiences and passages from the Bible that have often enthralled us, 
today, strangely, do not move us. And, equally unexpectedly,                                   
experiences, encounters, and readings that we have never paid much 
attention to or preferred to avoid—such as the experience of the cross—
bring immense peace. Do not fear desolation; face it with perseverance, 
do not evade it. And in desolation, try to nd the heart of Christ, to nd 
the Lord. And the answer will come, always. 

 
Faced with dif culties, therefore, never be discouraged, please, but               
confront the test with determination, with the help of the grace of God, 
which is never lacking. And if we hear within us an insistent voice that 
wants to turn us away from prayer, let us learn to unmask it as the voice 
of the tempter; and let us not be influenced; let us simply do the opposite 
of what it tells us! Thank you. 

 



 

 

Pope Benedict and Pope Francis 
wanted to change the same thing: 
all of us. 
 
Sam Sawyer, S.J. January 13, 2023 

 
 

Pope Francis, left, embraces Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI, at the Vatican, 
June 28, 2017. (L'Osservatore Romano/Pool Photo via AP, File) 

In 2009, when Pope Benedict XVI issued his encyclical “Caritas in                   
Veritate,” I was in the period of Jesuit formation known as regency, 
teaching philosophy at Loyola University Maryland. There was a faculty 
reading group focused on Catholic thought, and it seemed appropriate 
to read the encyclical together. 

I still remember how surprised we were by it. “Caritas in Veritate” was 
Benedict’s contribution to the development of Catholic social teaching, 
with a particular emphasis on thinking through the implications of 
“integral human development” in a globalized economy. And with his 
characteristic clarity and focus, Benedict worked through what a                      
commitment to human dignity and human flourishing means in a world 
increasingly shaped by the powers of international nance and flows of 
trade among vastly unequal nations. Among his conclusions: There is a 
need for the reform of the United Nations and economic institutions, “so 
that the concept of the family of nations can acquire real teeth.”                     
Referring to John XXIII’s “Pacem in Terris,” Benedict also said, “there is 
urgent need of a true world political authority,” as part of “the                          
construction of a social order that at last conforms to the moral order.” 



 

 

We were surprised mostly because we lived in the United States and the 
idea of taking the United Nations so seriously and investing real hope in it 
seemed at best utopian, if not outright laughable. 

What unites Benedict and Francis is their common delity to God calling 
us to conversion. 

Or, as we realized while talking through the encyclical, the honest version 
of our reaction was that what Benedict was describing as “inspired by the 
values of charity in truth” was so far from our comfort with the status quo 
that it took real effort—in the sense of a religious submission of intellect 
and will to magisterial teaching—to recognize it as an authentic                           
expression of Catholic social thought that we were not yet fully ready to 
accept. 

Following Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI’s death, many appraisals of his 
legacy have been offered. They have generally been positive about his 
contributions as an individual theologian and his ponti cal encyclicals, but 
more mixed and critical about his 24 years in charge of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith under St. John Paul II and his governance of 
the Vatican Curia as pope. 

Benedict’s approach at the C.D.F., where he investigated and silenced a 
number of theologians whom he saw as straying outside the bounds of 
orthodox Catholic teaching, and his inability to bring the curial                                  
bureaucracy to heel have both been contrasted with Pope Francis’                    
approach, which is far more tolerant of theological exploration and also 
more willing to wield papal authority to restructure the Curia and sideline 
those who obstruct his reforms. While these analyses are reasonable, 
they can tend to be reduced (depending on the commentator) to 
“Benedict bad, Francis good” or “Benedict good, Francis bad.” 

One of the most signi cant gifts of Benedict’s teaching and example is 
the freedom to hear how the Catholic tradition calls us to conversion—to 
hope for change not just in the church, but also in ourselves. 

In addition to being desolating and tinged with despair, treating the life of 
the church as a zero-sum game about who is in power, these takes on 
the contrast between Benedict and Francis also wind up being boring. 
They flatten the Petrine ministry into a question about agendas and                  
programs, as if popes come into of ce with a plan or platform and the 
question of their success is about how much of it they manage to                       
implement. 

In 2013, after Benedict’s stunning resignation—an act of delity, courage 
and change that no one predicted—and Francis’ election, when I was in 
my theology studies, I wrote a piece for The Jesuit Post’s series on the 
new pope. It was headlined “What Pope Francis Wants to Change,” and I 



 

 

answered that rhetorical question in the rst paragraph: “What does this 
pope want to change? Us. That’s his plan, his agenda for the church.” 

 
I could have said then, and I will say now, the same about Benedict XVI. 
What unites Benedict and Francis is their common delity to God calling 
us to conversion. They did not always imagine the path of conversion the 
same way—Benedict often accented discipline where Francis stresses 
discernment, or evoked the beauty of the liturgy where Francis calls for 
an openness to encounter—but they both hope for conversion as a                   
response to grace in relationship with God rather than just a recognition 
of abstract truth. This shared hope explains their steadfast support for 
each other during the 10 years of having a pope and pope emeritus both 
wearing white. 

Shared delity, of course, does not eliminate the possibility of                                
disagreement. I can well imagine that Benedict may have been saddened 
by or sceptical of some of Francis’ decisions. But I think Benedict would 
have recognized such a response as calling for further conversion on his 
own part and not solely for critique of the decisions of his successor. One 
of the most signi cant gifts of his teaching and example is the freedom to 
hear how the Catholic tradition calls us to conversion—to hope for 
change not just in the church, but also in ourselves. 
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