
This Week’s Readings 
 

Our Parishes Newsletter 

Parish Priest: Father Ned Wall 
Retired Priest: Fr Bernard McDermott 
The Presbytery, 164, Carrington Lane 
Permanent Deacon: John Conway  

 The RC Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity No. 234025 
 

Website: https://ourparishes.church 
 

First Reading Isaiah 49:3,5-6 

Psalm 39(40):2,4,7-10 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

Gospel John 1:29-34 
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M31 4EZ 
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0161 775 2905 
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NEXT 
WEEK’S 
READINGS 
 

First Reading 
Isaiah 8:23-9:3 
 
 
Psalm 
26(27):1,4,13-14 
 
 
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 1:10-
13,17 
 
 
Gospel 
Matthew 4:12-23 
 
 

REFLECTION 

 

In the gospel today, we notice John the Baptist                    
recognising Jesus- he knows that his own work is 
done, so now points to the one who has come. " 
 
Behold the Lamb of God" He knows who Jesus is and 
has completed his work as the voice calling in the 
wilderness. John declares "Yes I have seen, and I am 
the witness that he is the chosen one of God." I saw 
the Spirit coming down on him from heaven like a 
dove, I did not know him myself, but he who sent me 
to baptise with water had said to me, "The man on 
whom you see the Spirit come down and rest is the 
one who is going to baptise with the Holy Spirit." 
 
We can see how Jesus shows how important Baptism 
and Con rmation are, as He leads the way prompted 
by the Spirit. He is always the one who goes before 
us as a true leader. 
 
Pause for a moment and reflect on these two                   
sacraments. and nd meaning through Jesus, the 
innocent member of the people. "The Lamb of God" 
He carried this people's lives and even their sins right 
into God's forgiving bosom. 
 

Today’s Mass 
Psalm                                                                                      

Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessings on the King who comes, 
in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest heavens! 

Alleluia! 
____________________ 

 



 

 

All Parishes 
LIVESTREAMING DONATIONS 
Thank you to all who are supporting this in the last two weeks, £185 was 
donated. Thank you so much for supporting this important project. 

CAFOD/REFUGEE SUPPORT 
The two jars are back, so if you have any spare change or wish to help 
either of these causes you may do so as you leave church, thank you for 
your continued generosity. 

PARISH COUNCIL 
A reminder for all members, the next meeting is Wednesday 1st                 
February, straight after Mass on  the Wednesday. Check your diaries to 
make sure you do not forget. 

MONDAY CLUB 
This week Phil Green (and his very helpful Assistant Carole) will be                
leading us in the always entertaining Table Games. 

SVP SUDAN BABY FEEDING PROJECT 2022/23 
The recent annual Christmas Appeal for the SVP Sudan Baby Feeding 
Project, raised £930. The All Saints SVP Conference greatly appreciate 
the generosity of parishioners and thanks them for their help in saving the 
lives of so many young children  

COMMUNION UNDER BOTH KINDS 
We plan to start offering the chalice with the Precious Blood at Mass 
again. Also we will be doing out a new Eucharistic Ministers rota again. 
Do read the article in our big Newsletter “Its time to bring back receiving 
communion from the chalice” by Terence Sweeny 

CHURCH AND COVID 
We do see a big increase in covid again. The gel is still available as you 
enter church and if you feel more comfortable wearing a mask then 
please do so. It is most important you feel safe when you come to church. 
Do what you have to do. 

FR BERNARD 
Fr Bernard thanks everyone for their kind thoughts, prayers and best 
wishes, he’s not quite there yet but is feeling much better. 



 

 

CONFIRMATION 2023 
The Con rmation Programme for students in Years 8 and above will  
commence in February. Sessions will take place at All Saints Church  
after the 5pm Mass on Sunday evenings. We will con rm the start date 
next week. Attendance at ALL the sessions is important. 

Registration forms are available from the sacristy  or by emailing 
lindadavison70@binternet.com. Forms need to be completed prior to 
starting the programme. 

The Con rmation Mass will take place on Friday 21st April at 7pm. If you 
have any further questions, please contact Linda on 07951281484 
or lindadavison70@btinternet.com 

SUNDAY COLLECTION  
Offertory -  All Saints  8/01/23 excluding SO  £1147.80 
Offertory -  Our Lady of Lourdes 8/01/23 including SO  £316.10                 
Thank you so much for your continued generosity and giving. 

SHREWSBURY YEAR BOOKS 
Shrewsbury year books are on sale in both parishes - £6 each. 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE-CWL 
The next meeting is at 7pm on Monday 16th January in St. Joseph's     
Parish Centre. There will be the usual meeting followed by a refreshment 
break, talk to be given by our speaker for the evening Fr. Stephen                
Woolley. 

The entrance as usual is £2 and as it is the start of the year the Annual 
Subscription is to pay by Cash or Cheque written out to Catholic                 
Women's League CIO. 

THE FOLK GROUP 
The Folk Group are always looking for new members, we play at the 
9.30am Mass every other Sunday, If you would like to join us please 
come and have a chat at the end of Mass, you will be very welcome! 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
For those who take communion to our housebound, can we just remind 
you to take a Newsletter each week. Full editions may be collected from 
the sacristy 



 

 

BIDDING PRAYERS 
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to 
us or emailed to us by the Friday evening. 

13th/14th  Luisa 

21st/22nd  Derick Barrett 

27th/28th Tricia Booth 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
We have just had a meeting with the three Primary heads and have           
organised our First Communion Celebrations. They are as follows; 

6th May - Our Lady of Lourdes 

13th May - All Saints 

20th May - St Margaret Ward 

Another meeting will be held in the coming weeks to discuss meetings 
and rst Forgiveness dates with the Catechists. We will let you know.  

CARITAS IN WYTHENSHAWE  
Caritas urgently needs the following at St. Aidan’s centre in                           
Wythenshawe:  

•  Female volunteers who like art, craft, cooking, baking, yoga, sewing 
 or other skills to join the Women’s group, which helps refugees and 
 female asylum seekers with integration every Friday afternoon from 
 12- 2 pm.  

· Tutor volunteers to deliver ESOL sessions for refugees and asylum 
seekers every Tuesday afternoon from 12-2 pm.  

· Volunteers to run the sessions, shop and cater for lunch and take 
care of the children during the sessions.  

If you are interested, please contact us ASAP.  
Email: Lana.Osman@caritasshrewsbury.org.uk Mobile: 07824329331  

 

 



 

 

Trafford Living Rooms 
 

Trafford Living Rooms are free community spaces available 
throughout Trafford through the winter of 2022/23. They exist to 
provide all residents a safe, warm, comfortable space to be, to 
meet people and to do activities. All Living Rooms offer: 

· Free open access at certain times each week 

· Toilets, comfortable seating, heating and a range of activities 

· Free refreshments, hot and cold drinks and snacks. Many 
also offer soup or a hot meal.  

Disable  Access                         
 
For more information please click on the link  https://
www.traffordhubs.org/lounge  



 

 

Letter from Fr Bernard 

 

Thank you everyone who showed concern for 
my recent bout of flu which really laid me low. 

Feeling much better thank goodness. 

There are a few things that I dislike about              
modern life and one is TATTOOS! 

I know that they are a fashion statement among 
the young people these days and they can              
represent cherished memories of loved ones / 
things etc. but I feel that to dis gure one’s body 
in this way is wrong. Our physical body is part of our human identity 
which God has gifted each of us with and should be cherished as some-
thing which is unique to each person and not deliberately altered in this 
fashion. 

There are those who say that tattoos are impossible to remove from the 
skin and are a permanent reminder of something which seemed                      
important or appropriate at the time when they were done but no longer 
has any meaning. If they can be removed then it must be as expensive to 
remove them as it was to have them done in the rst place! 

David Beckham I remember was one of the rst to “decorate” his body in 
this way with tattoos and I thought how dis gured he looked as a result. 

The problem is that it soon became the fashion to ‘get’ a tattoo and today, 
among the young, tattoos have become an accepted part of everyday 
dress code. I understand that it isn’t cheap to be ‘tattooed’ and the 
spread of tattoo parlours in every High Street up and down the country is 
testimony to the popularity of this unfortunate ‘trend’. I probably sound 
like an ‘old fuddy-duddy’ but I believe there is a deeper meaning behind 
tattoos. They say that we see people not as they are but as we are, which 
my dislike of tattoos maybe says more about me than anything else?! 

Identity is part of this issue and this weekend’s gospel from St John has, I 
think, something to say on this subject. The gospel introduces us to John 
the Baptist and the mission of Jesus which John prepared for and                    
announced Jesus onto the world’s stage. John could have ignored Jesus 
or criticised him. Far from doing this he pointed Jesus out before people; 
he built him up before them. He did not see Jesus as a threat but as a 
friend and ally. It wouldn’t have mattered to John if Jesus had a ring 
through his nose or his body was covered with tattoos. 

 



 

 

If we are always nding fault with other people, always putting them down 
e.g. judging them because they have tattoos, then maybe we should look 
at ourselves. The fault we see in other people maybe mirrors the fault we 
don’t recognise in ourselves. 

Once our hearts are open to others, hopefully we can discover the good 
in them, even when it is hidden. 

Jesus, through his love of all people, puts us in touch with our own              
goodness. Once we are in touch with our own goodness we will nd 
goodness in others, tattoo or no tattoo. 

Fr Bernard 

12th January 2023 



 

 



 

 

 
 

Pope Francis denounces arms race, 
death penalty and Ukraine war in 
speech to diplomats 
 
Gerard O’Connell January 09, 2023 

 

 
Pope Francis greets George Poulides, ambassador of Cyprus to the  
Holy See and dean of the Vatican diplomatic corps, during his annual 
meeting with diplomats accredited to the Holy See at the Vatican Jan. 
9 2023. (CNS photo/Vatican Media) 
 
Pope Francis, on Jan. 9, denounced in the most forceful terms possible 
the war in Ukraine, now in its 320th day, and the weakening of                  
democracy in many countries, including Brazil. 

“Today, the third world war is taking place in a globalized world, 
where conflicts involve not only certain areas of the planet directly, 
but in fact involve them all,” he said, in his New Year’s address to  
ambassadors from the 183 states that have full diplomatic relations 
with the Holy See. 



 

 

“The closest and most recent example is certainly the war in Ukraine, 
with its wake of death and destruction, with its attacks on civil                   
infrastructures that cause lives to be lost not only from gunfire and 
acts of violence, but also from hunger and freezing cold.” 

Pope Francis also flatly rejected that there is a “right to abortion” and 
hit out strongly against what he called “ideological colonization” as 
well as gender theory. 

In a 4,600-word talk delivered in Italian, Francis called for full respect 
for the rights of women and their universal access to education, for an 
end to the war in Ukraine and an end to the arms race. He urged that 
the resources used for arms be invested in education. 

Pope Francis also called for the worldwide abolition of the death              
penalty, flatly rejected that there is a “right to abortion” and hit out 
strongly against what he called “ideological colonization” as well as 
gender theory. He called for the urgent reform of the United Nations 
so that this body can truly be a force for peace in the world. 

Greeting the ambassadors in the Hall of Benedictions, he extended his 
greeting to their families and the peoples and governments of the 
countries they represent. He also thanked them “for the messages of 
condolence sent for the death of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI and for 
the closeness shown during his funeral.” 

Pope Francis also called for the worldwide abolition of the death                
penalty. 

Then, in a talk in which he used the word peace no fewer than 27 
times, he recalled that this year marks the 60th anniversary of St. John 
XXIII’s encyclical “Pacem in Terris,” and said “the threat of nuclear 
war,” sparked by the Cuban missile crisis in October 1962, was “very 
much present in [his] mind” when he wrote it two months before his 
death. 

“Sadly, today too,” Francis said, “the nuclear threat is raised, and the 
world once more feels fear and anguish.” He declared yet again that 
“the possession of atomic weapons is immoral” and 

called for “the resumption” of the Iran nuclear deal, and the finding of 
a solution “as quickly as possible” to the stalled negotiations. 

Then, alluding to Russia’s attack on Ukraine, he quoted the “Pastoral 
Constitution on the Church in the Modern World,” which said that 



 

 

“every act of war directed to the indiscriminate destruction of whole 
cities or vast areas with their inhabitants is a crime against God and 
humanity which merits firm and unequivocal condemnation.” 

The pope reminded the ambassadors that “the present third world war” 
is being “fought piecemeal” in other “theatres of tension and conflict.” 

Francis added: “Nor can we forget that war particularly affects those 
who are most fragile—children, the elderly, the disabled—and leaves 
an indelible mark on families.” 

He reminded the ambassadors that “the present third world war” is  
being “fought piecemeal” in other “theatres of tension and conflict.” 
He mentioned Syria, where the conflict started in 2011, and called for 
“constitutional reforms” there and for ensuring that sanctions do not 
hit ordinary people. 

On the Vatican’s controversial agreement with China, the pope said: 
“In the context of a respectful and constructive dialogue, the Holy See 
and the People’s Republic of China have agreed to extend for another 
two-year period the validity of the Provisional Agreement regarding 
the appointment of Bishops, stipulated in Peking in 2018. It is my 
hope that this collaborative relationship can increase, for the benefit of 
the life of the Catholic Church and that of the Chinese people.” 

Israel-Palestine Conflict 
Pope Francis expressed “concern” at “the increase of violence between 
Palestinians and Israelis, sadly resulting in a number of victims and 
complete mutual distrust.” 

He appealed for respect for “the status quo” in Jerusalem so that 
“access and liberty of worship in the holy places will continue to be 
guaranteed and respected.” Notwithstanding the fact that Israel now 
has the most right-wing government in its history, Francis appealed to 
the Israeli and Palestinian authorities to “recover the courage and             
determination to dialogue directly for the sake of implementing the 
two-state solution in all its aspects,” in conformity with international 
law and the pertinent U.N. resolutions. 

He called for respect for the cease-fire in the south Caucasus between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan (over Nagorny Karabakh), and the exchange 
of prisoners as a step to a peace agreement. He also called for respect 
of the truce in Yemen and continuation of the peace process in                        



 

 

Ethiopia. 

He appealed for peace in West Africa, where terrorist violence is              
creating major problems in Burkina Faso, Mali and Nigeria. He                    
expressed hope that “the processes of transition under way in Sudan, 
Mali, Chad, Guinea and Burkina Faso will take place with respect for 
the legitimate aspirations of the populations involved.” 

He called on the international community to work “for reconciliation” 
in Myanmar, now two years into a conflict that causes suffering and 
death, and also prayed for “good will and commitment to concord in 
the Korean peninsula,” which he visited in 2014. 

He confirmed to the ambassadors that he will go “as a pilgrim of 
peace” to the Democratic Republic of Congo “in the hope that                             
violence will cease in the east of the country. From there, he said, “my 
pilgrimage will continue in South Sudan, where I will be accompanied 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury and by the General Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland. Together we desire to unite                       
ourselves to the plea for peace by the country’s people and thus                    
contribute to the process of national reconciliation.” 

How Can We Bring Peace in the World? 
Looking at the ambassadors seated in rows in front of him, Francis  
remarked: “At a time of such great conflict, we cannot avoid                       
wondering about how we can weave anew the threads of peace. Where 
do we begin?” 

He told them that St. John XXIII “was convinced that peace is possible 
in respect to four fundamental goods: truth, justice, solidarity and      
freedom,” which he outlined in “Pacem in Terris.” Pope Francis said 
these four “serve as the pillars that regulate relationships between                
individuals and political communities alike.” 

Referring to the first pillar (peace in truth), Francis said: “To build 
peace in truth means above all to respect the human person with his or 
her ‘right to life and to physical integrity,’ and to guarantee his or her 
‘freedom in investigating the truth and to freedom of speech and                
publication.’” 

“To build peace in truth means above all to respect the human person 
with his or her ‘right to life and to physical integrity.” 

He noted that “despite the commitments undertaken by all states to 



 

 

respect human rights and the fundamental freedoms of each person, 
even today, in many countries, women are considered second-class 
citizens. They are subjected to violence and abuse, and are denied the 
opportunity to study, work, employ their talents, and have access to 
healthcare and even to food. "Pope Francis said: “Peace requires be-
fore all else the defence of life, a good that today is jeopardized not 
only by conflicts, hunger, and disease, but all too often even in the 
mother’s womb, through the promotion of an alleged ‘right to                
abortion.’” He declared: “No one, however, can claim rights over the 
life of another human being, especially one who is powerless and thus 
completely defenceless.” For this reason, he appealed “to the                       
consciences of men and women of good will, particularly those having 
political responsibilities, to strive to safeguard the rights of those who 
are weakest and to combat the throwaway culture that also, tragically,  
affects the sick, the disabled and the elderly.” 

He called for the abolition of the death penalty and denounced its use 
in Iran in recent days following “the recent demonstrations demanding 
greater respect for the dignity of women.” 

He drew attention to “the emergence of a ‘fear’ of life that translates 
in many places into a fear of the future and a difficulty in creating 
families and bringing children into the world.” He encouraged Italians 
to have more children. 

He reminded the ambassadors that “fears are fuelled by ignorance and 
prejudice, and thus easily degenerate into conflicts” and said: 
“Education is the antidote to this.” He denounced as “unacceptable 
that part of a people should be excluded from education, as is                    
happening to Afghan women.” 

Then, in what appeared to be intended as a challenge to gender theory, 
Francis said, “The work of education always requires showing integral 
respect for the person, and for his or her natural                                               
physiognomy (fisionomia naturale), and avoiding the imposition of a 
novel and confused vision of the human being.” 

In what appeared to be intended as a challenge to gender theory,               
Francis said, “The work of education always requires showing integral 
respect for the person, and for his or her natural physiognomy.” 

Francis said, “Peace also calls for the universal recognition of                       
religious freedom” and expressed concern “that people are being                 



 

 

persecuted simply because they publicly profess their faith, and in 
many countries religious freedom is limited.” He denounced the fact 
that “about a third of the world’s population lives under these                        
conditions” and noted that according to some statistics “one out of 
every seven Christians experiences persecution.” He also noted that 
“governments have the duty to protect this right,” which cannot be   
reduced only to the right to worship. 

Speaking about the second pillar, “peace in justice,” Francis                               
emphasized the need for a radical reform of the United Nations                     
organization and the multilateral system of diplomacy. He reminded 
the ambassadors, and through them their governments, that “great 
good can be achieved by working together”; but, he said, “in recent 
times, the various international forums have seen an increase in                   
polarization and attempts to impose a single way of thinking, which 
hinders dialogue and marginalizes those who see things differently.” 

He said, “There is a risk of drifting into what more and more appears 
as an ideological totalitarianism that promotes intolerance towards 
those who dissent from certain positions claimed to represent 
‘progress,’ but in fact would appear to lead to an overall regression of 
humanity, with the violation of freedom of thought and freedom of 
conscience.” He added, “In addition, more and more resources have 
been spent on imposing forms of ideological colonization, especially 
on poorer countries, and directly connecting the provision of economic 
aid to the acceptance of such ideologies.” 

“In the name of that solidarity,” he said, “we must return to dialogue, 
mutual listening and negotiation, and foster shared responsibility and 
cooperation in the pursuit of the common good.” 

“It is a source of concern that in many parts of the world there is a 
weakening of democracy.” 

The third pillar to peace is “peace in solidarity,” Francis said. He told 
the ambassadors: “The paths of peace are paths of solidarity, for no 
one can be saved alone. We live in a world so interconnected that, in 
the end, the actions of each have consequences for all.” He highlighted 
three areas “where greater solidarity is needed”: migration, the                      
economy and work, and the care of our common home. 

Referring to the fourth pillar for peace (“peace in freedom”), Francis 
said, “building peace requires that there be no place for ‘violation of 



 

 

the freedom, integrity and security of other nations, no matter what 
may be their territorial extension or their capacity for defence.’ 

“It is a source of concern that in many parts of the world there is a 
weakening of democracy.” He noted that “women or ethnic minorities 
often pay the price for this, as too do entire societies in which unrest 
leads to social tensions and even armed clashes.” 

He referred to “the various countries of the Americas where political 
crises are laden with tensions and forms of violence that exacerbate 
social conflicts” and mentioned the “recent events in Peru, and in these 
last hours Brazil, and the worrying situation in Haiti, where steps are 
finally being taken to address the political crisis that has been                    
underway for some time.” 

He emphasized that “There is a constant need to overcome partisan 
ways of thinking and to work for the promotion of the common good.” 

In this context he referred to Lebanon, still awaiting the election of a 
new president, and said, “I trust that political leaders will make every 
effort to enable the country to recover from the dramatic economic and 
social situation it is presently experiencing.” 

Concluding his address, he remarked, “How wonderful it would be if, 
just once, we were to gather simply to thank the Lord Almighty for his 
constant blessings, without having to list all the tragic events plaguing 
our world.” He said he wished to end with the words of John XXIII, 
who said, “We nonetheless remain hopeful that, by establishing       
contact with one another and by a policy of negotiation, nations will 
come to a better recognition of the natural ties that bind them together 
as men and women.” 

The ambassadors applauded warmly when he finished, and then each 
one greeted him individually and exchanged a few words 
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