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First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,12-13,17 

Second Reading Romans 15:4-9 

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 

2nd Sunday of Advent - 4th December 2022 (A) 



CONTACT DETAILS 
 
All Saints 
164 Carrington Lane 
Ashton-on-Mersey 
M33 5WL 
 
Telephone: 
0161 962 4444 
 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Chapel Lane 
Partington 
M31 4EZ 
 
Telephone: 
0161 775 2905 
 
Email: 
our3parishes@gmail.com 
 
https://ourparishes.church 

NEXT 
WEEK’S 
READINGS 
 

First Reading 
Isaiah 35:1-6,10 
 
Psalm 
145(146):6-10 
 
Second Reading 
James 5:7-10 
 
 
Gospel 
Matthew 11:2-11 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Sunday of Advent A. 
 

Today we encounter John the Baptist as we begin 
our Advent reflections. He confronted his peers 
like the prophets of old, with imagery drawn from 
the agricultural life around them- wind, re, water, 
and the axe laid to the root. Nothing was more  
familiar than the sight of farmer winnowing their 
grain. Thus, the grain harvest was a matter of   
gathering and sorting with the help of wind and 
re. 

 
The imagery becomes multi-layered when John 
says of the one who is to come, “He will baptise 
you in the Holy Spirit and re.”  In the Baptist view, 
what especially deserved divine judgment was 
complacency in privilege. “Do not presume to say 
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 
“Give some evidence that you mean to reform.” 
 
Privilege was meant for universal service. The   
people of God have a mission to be a light for the 
nations. Our Christian claim is that we take as our 
own that universal vocation of Israel.   
 
If we who claim the privilege of the people of God, 
a signal to the nations, wonder how the Baptist’s 
wakeup call might apply to us, we might ask 
whether we have fully addressed racism still, even 
within the community of the Church. The God of all 
nations, the one whose Spirit sorts the wheat from 
the chaff, is also the one who offers the Spirit and 
re of renewal.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Parishes 
COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP 
The family are settling in very well and a lot of work is going on, but as a 
result of Covid we lost a lot of volunteers to come forward, who would be 
willing to give a few hours a week. This is so important as so much still 
needed. If you can help, have a word with Fr Ned. 

COMMUNITY / HOUSE VISIT 
Now approaching Advent/Christmas, if you know someone who needs a 
visit or communion, with Covid some people have slipped under the            
radar. Please let us know and a visit can be arranged. 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 6.30PM 
We are looking for families and children to volunteer to do the bidding 
prayers, the offertory and to carry the baby Jesus up to the altar. If you 
would like to be part of this, please speak to Father Ned or one of the  
Little Church ladies. 
Thank you! 
 

 

 

Today’s Mass 
Psalm                                                                                      

In his days justice shall flourish, and peace till 
the moon fails. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 

make his paths straight, 
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia! 
 

____________________ 



 

 

ADVENT PROJECT– ALL SAINTS  
We have started the project and thanks to all who have already donated 
cash or vouchers. On 19th December all that has been raised will be    
given to Sale West Hub and be distributed in food to the most needy   
people and vulnerable in the same area. This project nishes Sunday 
18th December. Thank you to all for generosity. 

ADVENT PROJECT– OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
This project has now started and this year again we will be working with 
Our Lady of Lourdes school to deliver food and vouchers to the most 
needy and vulnerable in the parish. Please give what you can. The project 
nishes on Sunday 18th December. So if you can afford anything please 

give and help make Christmas 2022 better for a number of families this 
year. 

MONDAY CLUB 
It’s ‘eyes down and look in’ time again this week with Bingo Bob  

FIRST FORGIVENESS/FIRST COMMUNION ENROLEMENT MASS 
This programme will soon be starting and just to let you know the dates of 
our Enrolment Masses. 

St Margaret Ward - 4th December - 9.30am 

Our Lady of Lourdes - 4th December - 11.am 

All children and parents need to be present at the enrolment Mass. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT,  
MANCHESTER HOSPITALS CHOIR - 5th & 6th DECEMBER  
Come and enjoy this annual concert at the Bridgewater Hall supporting 
Young Lives Vs Cancer.  

A full programme, Christmas carols and hymns. Listen, sing along, be 
entertained. Performances December 5th & 6th.  

See details on poster in porch. Price from £17.50. Tel booking of ce 0161 
9079000 or buy on the door. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 27th November2022 
Offertory -  All Saints  27/11/2022 excluding SO  £921.23 

Offertory -  Our Lady of Lourdes 27/11/2022  including SO £315.80 

· Thank you all once again for your continuous generosity. 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
We have just had a meeting with the three Primary heads and have           
organised our First Communion Celebrations. They are as follows; 

6th May - Our Lady of Lourdes 

13th May - All Saints 

20th May - St Margaret Ward 

Another meeting will be held in the coming weeks to discuss meetings 
and rst Forgiveness dates with the Catechists. We will let you know.  

ENERGY CRISIS 
We are doing what we can to keep our energy bills down. The boiler is 
now reviewed, the heating will not be on as long before Mass and its too 
costly to put on for the week nights, so please as winter arrives, let’s 
make sure we have a good jumper or warm coat as we attend church. We 
all need to do what we can. 

ALL SAINTS PIETY SHOP 
Please take a look inside our Piety Shop as you leave church. All stocked 
up for Christmas. Available before and after Mass. 

SICK VISITS PARTINGTON 
It would be great if one or two of you could volunteer to bring communion 
to a nursing home once a week or fortnight. Have a word with Fr Ned if 
you can help. 

DBS CHECKS 
Thank you to everyone who has contacted me about updating their DBS. 
Any volunteer with Little Church or who takes communion to the sick 
needs a DBS check that is no more than three years old. Please contact 
me on 07971725423 or denise_brereton@hotmail.com if you need to    
update. 

 

 



 

 

SVP SUDAN/SOUTH SUDAN BABY FEEDING PROJECT 2022/23 
We realise that this is a particularly dif cult time for so many because 
there are numerous calls on people’s generosity for local issues and              
disasters across the world, and with families also having their own cost of 
living crisis to deal with. However, the people of Sudan and South Sudan 
need our help now as urgently as ever. 

Flooding has disrupted food production, inflation is rampant, COVID-19 
has delayed many of the planned development programmes, and the    
impact of the Ukraine conflict is pushing prices for fuel and grain beyond 
the reach of many. The World Health Organisation has flagged an                          
emergency in the Greater Horn of Africa. 

The conflict and suffering in Sudan and Southern Sudan still goes on. The 
SVP continues to maintain the feeding stations that feed starving babies 
and children on a daily basis, providing thousands of meals a week.        

Our support is vital so that this may continue 

In previous years many of you have generously given to this worthwhile 
Project, especially around Christmas time, when you have been able to 
offer your donation as a gift to relatives and friends. To put it all into some 
kind of context, for £50 a year we can ensure that a baby is fed 3 times a 
week. Any donation, no matter how small, would be greatly appreciated. 
Donations can be handed in to the Piety Shop at the back of Church or 
given to any SVP member in any of our Parishes. 

Special Donation Certi cates can be given on request by lling in a                       
request form available from the Piety Shop or by                                                    
emailing f.lee917@ntlworld.com 

Thanks once again in anticipation of your continuing support. 

All Saints’ & Our Lady of Lourdes SVP Conference’s 

ATTENTION ALL SAINTS GIFT AID OFFERTORY ENVELOPE USERS 
We will shortly be processing the order for new sets of Offertory                  
Envelopes for use in the Tax Year 2023/24.  

We wish to mention that there are still a number of boxes relating to the 
current Tax Year in the church entrance porch, that have not yet been 
collected by Gift Aiders. These have names on the lid. 

If you are a Gift Aider, who has not picked up your current box, but may 
wish to use Offertory Envelopes at some time in the future, will you kindly 
now take your box from the entrance porch, and we will ensure that a 
fresh set of envelopes will be ordered for you to use in the next Tax Year. 

 



 

 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
Ashton & Mersey 

Christmas Praise in Song 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday 15th December 2022                      

7.00pm 
Free Admission  

Donations for Sale West Hub  
 

Followed by light refreshments and                         
raffle in the Parish Centre 

 



 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

BIDDING PRAYERS 
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to 

us or emailed to us by the Friday evening 

3rd/4th Andrew Seedall 

10th/11th Linda Davison 

Thank you to all who have put their name forward to write our                        
Bidding Prayers                                     

FIRST FORGIVENESS/FIRST COMMUNION ENROLEMENT MASS 
St Margaret Ward - 4th December - 9.30am 

Our Lady of Lourdes - 4th December - 11.am 

PARISH CHRISTMAS CONCERT                                                              
Thursday 15th December 7.00pm 

ALL SAINTS SOCIAL CENTRE 
New Years Party 
31st December  
£10 per ticket 

Food, Music, Raffle and Games 



 

 

VOLUNTEER PAGE 
 

 
 

Sale West Food Share – Free to anyone who can make 
use of food surplus that is donated from local supermar-
kets. The amount and types of food donations that we re-
ceive varies from week to week, but we need volunteers to 
help set up the project each Friday 10-11am 

We also need volunteers to help collect the donations from 
local supermarkets, there are various times for these roles. 

Please get in touch with Sam Cooper if you are interested 
07884395709, Samuel.cooper@oursalewest.co.uk 



 

 

 
News from Solihull – Fr Bernard – 
bernymcdermott@gmail.com  Dec 4th 2022 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who wished me Happy 
Birthday last weekend. I didn’t expect to be 
headlining the newsletter but thanks to all ..much 
appreciated. I had a quiet day to celebrate but 
sometimes they are the best of days?!! 

I think I have admitted to myself now that I have 
joined the ranks of the retired for good and for 
bad. I still feel I have something to contribute to 
life, albeit in a restricted way due to my asthma, which is under control 
most of the time due to the inhalers I use on a daily basis. 

I am happy that Fr Ned continues to offer me hospitality at weekends and 
that I can celebrate Mass with the people at All Saints and Our Lady’s at 
Partington. Fr Woolley occasionally asks me to help him with supply at St 
Joseph’s or Holy Family which I enjoy very much, meeting old friends 
from my early days in the parish. 

The Columbans offer advice and guidance for priests who nd the                    
transition from mid-life to ageing or retirement a dif cult process and 
some priests resist by pretending that nothing has changed and continue 
with their lives in a state of denial. Failing health can be the factor that 
affects change for many and adjustments have to be made in life-style. 

Acceptance of change, though sometimes painful, can be a time of                        
reshaping, of renewal. A deeper wisdom, a more pervasive sense of        
compassion emerges, giving life a new focus. “Where am I going? Where 
do I want to go? What do I need to let go of to travel light for the years 
ahead? Where is my passion? 

Serious reflection on these questions can prove positive and we can 
emerge older yes, but wiser. No longer bitter at the unfairness of life, or 
opportunities missed, or roads not taken, this changed person now                 
embraces life as gift with gratitude. We no longer feel the need to keep 
up with or stay ahead of the rat race as values that had been buried 
emerge ….values of care, of presence, of attention. The people or things 
we took for granted or overlooked are now seen with new clarity. 

We can nd space in our lives for ourselves away from the busyness and 
demands of our days. We can be open to new insights, to increased                  
wisdom, to joy. 

Age may have crept up on us but as St Paul says “we are not                              
discouraged ; although our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is 
being renewed day by day (2 Cor 4:16).” 



 

 

While there is no certainty that growing old means growing wiser or              
becoming more content, nevertheless it is a fertile time. We may not            
always know where we are going, but if we trust in God he will not forsake 
us. 

My prayer for myself and all who are retired or ‘older’ is  “May we 
trust in God and have faith and courage to walk the journey of our 
later years with peace.” 
 
Fr Bernard 
4th December 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Advent asks us:                                
Have we lost our way? 

 
Terrance Klein November 23, 2022 
 
A Homily for the First Sunday of Advent 
Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5 Romans 13:11-14 Mark 24:37-44 
 
In the Hollander translation, Dante’s Divine Comedy begins: 
 
Midway in the journey of our life 
I came to myself in a dark wood, 
For the straightway was lost (“Inferno,” 1.1). 

It is perhaps the primordial moment of the spiritual life, a sudden 
sense that we have lost the way and now must find it again. It is              
repeated in so many narrative masterpieces. 
Think of Shakespeare’s King Lear realizing that his daughters have 
always loved his power more than his person. Better to seek his new 
way in a raging storm than to shelter with snakes. Buffeted by wind, 
he screams into the rain, 
 
You see here, you gods, a poor old man, 
As full of grief as age, wretchèd in both. 
If it be you that stirs these daughters’ hearts 
Against their father, fool me not so much 
To bear it tamely. Touch me with noble anger, 
And let not women’s weapons, water drops, 
Stain my man’s cheeks (2.2.445-452). 

Or consider Ebenezer Scrooge, waking from his horrible dreams,                 
realizing that his stingy life of selfishness has been the real nightmare. 
Yes! The bedpost was his own. The bed was his own, the room was 
his own. Best and happiest of all, the Time before him was his own, 
to make amends in! 

“I will live in the Past, the Present, and the Future!” Scrooge repeated, 
as he scrambled out of bed. “The Spirit of all Three shall strive within 
me. Oh Jacob Marley! Heaven, and the Christmas Time be praised for 
this. I say it on my knees, old Jacob, on my knees. 



 

 

This is the way with grace. Without it, our suffering seems destined 
never to cease. Only when grace makes an entrance do we recognize 
that we have been lost, that life was meant to be better than we have 
known it. 
It is a horrible feeling, knowing that we are lost. Yet it is a grace      
because we were long lost without knowing it. Only the insight is new, 
and it is one of God’s great mercies. 
 
Having made my way down the cultural ladder, here is a visual image 
of what it is like to lose the ground under us. The roadrunner’s legs are 
swirling circles as he beep-beeps his way ahead. The coyote chases 
him—Tom Cruise style, both legs and arms pumping—only to run off 
a cliff. Oops! Lost the way somewhere. 
 
Of course, we cannot force insight upon ourselves. We must wait for 
the moment when we fall off a cliff or find ourselves relieved that we 
can still wake up from nightmares, when those whom we dearly love 
bitterly to disappoint us or when we realize that we do not know our 
way out of the woods. 
 
It is a horrible feeling, knowing that we are lost. Yet it is a grace      
because we were long lost without knowing it. Only the insight is new, 
and it is one of God’s great mercies. 
Grace is always a gift. We neither earn it nor can we command its    
appearance. But in Advent we are told to attend its coming. More than 
that, we are to yearn for it. 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
You know the time; 
it is the hour now for you to awake from sleep. 
For our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed; 
the night is advanced, the day is at hand (Rom 13:11-12). 

Christmas breaks a lot of hearts because it drives home the distance 
between how life is and how our hearts, deep down, know that it 
should be. In her wisdom, the church gives us the season of Advent to 
prepare for Christmas. Before the chimes of Christmas morning churn 
out our salty tears, we can at least pray for the awareness, however 
scary, that we have lost our way. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Victor Cancino, S.J.November 18, 2022 

The “coming of the Son of Man” that Jesus foretells in this Sunday’s                   
Gospel is a technical expression that refers to the day when Christ will return to 
judge the world in glory. For some Chris ans, this passage lends itself to 
“rapture” theology, a belief that, just before the day of  judgment, those who 
profess the name of Christ will be taken suddenly into heaven while others will 
be le  behind to suffer calamity. In fact, I learned a Mexican version of this 
from my mother, who spoke in hushed tones of los tres días de oscuridad, 
“three days of darkness” (see Rv 11:9-12). 

The audience for this Sunday’s Gospel passage is wider than a chosen few,    
however. By comparing the final judgment to Noah's flood, which swept away 
every living thing except those that found safety in Noah's ark, it offers a                       
warning to the whole world. Advent starts with a warning that, for many, 
Christ's arrival might be painful.  

The scholar Phyllis Trible has reflected extensively on the phenomenon of              
divine violence in Scripture. These “texts of terror,” as she calls them, comprise 
a biblical genre with a very specific message: divine presence can at mes be 
disrup ve. The following sugges ons, provoked by Trible’s challenge to reflect 
on such troubling passages, can help navigate the irony of beginning Advent 
with images of catastrophe. 

The foremost insight is that this warning arises from Jesus’                                
understanding of divine love. A God who warns humanity about the                  
severity of divine jus ce is a God who does in fact care about us and the                    
consequences of our ac ons. Throughout the Bible, God foresees the                        
consequences of human behavior and a empts to intervene to save us from 
ourselves. 

Another insight is that these warnings are not threats of divine                       
vengeance, but rather in ma ons of ordeals that will transform the hearts of all 

This is not an                         
Advent of vengeance 



 

 

humanity. This is clearest in certain historical books like Judith, “In spite of              
everything let us give thanks to the Lord our God, who is pu ng us to the test 
as he did our ancestors. For he has not tried us with fire, as he did them, to 
search their hearts, nor has he taken vengeance on us; but the Lord scourges 
those who are close to him in order to admonish them” (Jdt 8:25-27). The same 
theme underlies the image in Is 2:4, from this Sunday's first reading, when the 
prophet foretells the day that God will call all humanity to judgment. In fact, the 
nod to Noah’s flood from our Gospel today also es judgment to all of                     
humanity. If all will be judged then by implica on all can be saved. 

If one reads only this passage from Ma hew’s Gospel, it can appear that God’s 
anointed arrived on a mission of vengeance. By contrast, the warning in this 
Sunday’s Gospel takes on a hopeful character in the context of the other                   
readings. These provide us with images like waking up from sleep (Rom 13:11), 
walking in the light of instruc on (Is 2:5) and praying for the peace of Jerusalem 
(Ps 122:6). In this context, the path from this Sunday’s Gospel reading to the 
arrival of the newborn Prince of Peace becomes clear. Jesus’ warning about 
“the coming of the Son of Man” is not a threat of divine vengeance. It is rather 
an exhorta on to redouble our efforts to fulfill Isaiah’s vision of humanity:, 
“One na on shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for 
war again” (Is 2:4) 
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