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First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 121(122):1-2,4-5,6-9 

Second Reading Romans 13:11-14 

Gospel Matthew 24:37-44 
 

1st Sunday of Advent - 27th November 2022 (A) 

    HAPPY BIRTHDAY                                                                        
   FR BERNARD! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 This Saturday, this weekend, 

Fr Bernard is one year older, not a 
special one yet, we are nearly there. 

 
Many Happy Returns this weekend 

and we can't wait for the special mile-
stone next year. 



CONTACT DETAILS 
 
All Saints 
164 Carrington Lane 
Ashton-on-Mersey 
M33 5WL 
 
Telephone: 
0161 962 4444 
 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Chapel Lane 
Partington 
M31 4EZ 
 
Telephone: 
0161 775 2905 
 
Email: 
our3parishes@gmail.com 
 
https://ourparishes.church 

NEXT 
WEEK’S 
READINGS 
 

First Reading 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
Psalm 
71(72):1-2,7-8,12-
13,17 
 
Second Reading 
Romans 15:4-9 
 
Gospel 
Matthew 3:1-12 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Our hearts can get drowsy and lazy tired out by 
the anxieties of daily life. Maybe we distract our-
selves from our troubles by working very hard or 
becoming depressed. Whatever it is for you, the 
very clear message of Advent is, "Settle down 
for a while. open the door just a crack and let 
God in." 

Each week's two readings give the carrot: usual-
ly positive, a promise of good This Sunday re-
minds us of the promise God has made to his 
people: rightness and justice. Security. The Day 
of the Lord will arrive, though long delayed. 
Peace in our day. what a lovely thing it is to de-
sire such a time. too good to be true? Listen to 
the rst reading and ask yourself some ques-
tions. Spend time with them. Pray to God for 
help. The psalm will help you. It asks God to 
make known his ways to us, to guide and teach 
us. 

The 2nd. reading urges us to put God's promise 
of peace into action, even if we are not sure 
what it means. Love others and be kind. The 
gospel however tries to wake us up, especially if 
the above has not helped. It is the stick to wake 
us up- we only have to look around our world to 
see that. If you can say, "You are right, I am 
afraid of these," go back to the psalm 122 beg 
that Christ be given birth in your soul and in so 
many others in this world that need it so badly. 

Make your Advent peaceful. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Parishes 
COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP 
The family are settling in very well and a lot of work is going on, but as a 
result of Covid we lost a lot of volunteers to come forward, who would be 
willing to give a few hours a week. This is so important as so much still 
needed. If you can help, have a word with Fr Ned. 

COMMUNITY / HOUSE VISIT 
Now approaching Advent/Christmas, if you know someone who needs a 
visit or communion, with Covid some people have slipped under the            
radar. Please let us know and a visit can be arranged. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
We have our Advent gathering in All Saints 7.00pm with St Martins. 
Please come along and celebrate our churches together Thursday 1st 
December 7.00pm. 

ADVENT PROJECT– ALL SAINTS  
We have started the project and thanks to all who have already donated 
cash or vouchers. On 19th December all that has been raised will be    
given to Sale West Hub and be distributed in food to the most needy   
people and vulnerable in the same area. This project nishes Sunday 
18th December. Thank you to all for generosity. 

 

Today’s Mass 
Psalm                                                                                      

I rejoiced when I heard them say:                               
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 
and give us your saving help. 

Alleluia! 
___________ 

 



 

 

ADVENT PROJECT– OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
This project has now started and this year again we will be working with 
Our Lady of Lourdes school to deliver food and vouchers to the most 
needy and vulnerable in the parish. Please give what you can. The project 
nishes on Sunday 18th December. So if you can afford anything please 

give and help make Christmas 2022 better for a number of families this 
year. 

ENROLMENT MASS 
Over the next two weeks, we have our enrolment Masses, let us keep the 
children and the families in our thought and prayers as they begin their 
journey. 

ANTHONY CAFFREY 
Anthony writes “ A very sincere thanks to you all for your kindness and 
generosity. It was so moving to see so many at the Thanksgiving 
Mass.  I’m sorry I didn’t get to see you all afterwards as I was a little          
emotional.  It was the greatest of privileges to serve you all as Deacon for 
21 years and be part of your Faith Journeys.  

Just, THANK YOU.” 

MONDAY CLUB 
Looking forward to the opportunity of a general chat this week and we will 
take names and money from regular attenders for our Christmas Lunch. 

FIRST FORGIVENESS/FIRST COMMUNION ENROLEMENT MASS 
This programme will soon be starting and just to let you know the dates of 
our Enrolment Masses. 

All Saints  - 27th November - 9.30am 

St Margaret Ward - 4th December - 9.30am 

Our Lady of Lourdes - 4th December - 11.am 

All children and parents need to be present at the enrolment Mass. 

OUR DECEASED IN NOVEMBER 
The remembrance books are out again and the basket for names, which 
each week will be put in our Remembrance Book on the altar where all 
will be remembered in each Mass. No donations please as individuals do 
not get individual Masses. Let us pray for all our deceased families and 
friends. 

 

 



 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 20th November2022 
Offertory -  All Saints  20/11/2022 excluding SO  £ 

Offertory -  Our Lady  20/11/2022  including SO £327.10  

· Thank you all once again for your continuous generosity. 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
We have just had a meeting with the three Primary heads and have           
organised our First Communion Celebrations. They are as follows; 

6th May - Our Lady of Lourdes 

13th May - All Saints 

20th May - St Margaret Ward 

Another meeting will be held in the coming weeks to discuss meetings and 
rst Forgiveness dates with the Catechists. We will let you know.  

ENERGY CRISIS 
We are doing what we can to keep our energy bills down. The boiler is now 
reviewed, the heating will not be on as long before Mass and its too costly 
to put on for the week nights, so please as winter arrives, let’s make sure 
we have a good jumper or warm coat as we attend church. We all need to 
do what we can. 

ALL SAINTS PIETY SHOP 
Please take a look inside our Piety Shop as you leave church. All stocked 
up for Christmas. Available before and after Mass. 

CONFIRMATION JOURNEY 
Meeting for catechists this Sunday 27th November after 5 o’clock Mass. 
This meeting will last no more than half an hour. So please if you wish to 
be involved put Sunday 27th November in your diary 5.45pm. 

The rst meeting in 2023 will be held on 16th January- all will be welcome. 

SICK VISITS PARTINGTON 
It would be great if one or two of you could volunteer to bring communion 
to a nursing home once a week or fortnight. Have a word with Fr Ned if you 
can help. 

DBS CHECKS 
Thank you to everyone who has contacted me about updating their DBS. 
Any volunteer with Little Church or who takes communion to the sick 
needs a DBS check that is no more than three years old. Please contact 
me on 07971725423 or denise_brereton@hotmail.com if you need to    
update. 



 

 

SVP SUDAN/SOUTH SUDAN BABY FEEDING PROJECT 2022/23 
We realise that this is a particularly dif cult time for so many because 
there are numerous calls on people’s generosity for local issues and dis-
asters across the world, and with families also having their own cost of 
living crisis to deal with. However, the people of Sudan and South Sudan 
need our help now as urgently as ever. 

Flooding has disrupted food production, inflation is rampant, COVID-19 
has delayed many of the planned development programmes, and the im-
pact of the Ukraine conflict is pushing prices for fuel and grain beyond 
the reach of many. The World Health Organisation has flagged an emer-
gency in the Greater Horn of Africa. 

The conflict and suffering in Sudan and Southern Sudan still goes on. The 
SVP continues to maintain the feeding stations that feed starving babies 
and children on a daily basis, providing thousands of meals a week.        

Our support is vital so that this may continue 

In previous years many of you have generously given to this worthwhile 
Project, especially around Christmas time, when you have been able to 
offer your donation as a gift to relatives and friends. To put it all into some 
kind of context, for £50 a year we can ensure that a baby is fed 3 times a 
week. Any donation, no matter how small, would be greatly appreciated. 
Donations can be handed in to the Piety Shop at the back of Church or 
given to any SVP member in any of our Parishes. 

Special Donation Certi cates can be given on request by lling in a re-
quest form available from the Piety Shop or by email-
ing f.lee917@ntlworld.com 

Thanks once again in anticipation of your continuing support. 

All Saints’ & Our Lady of Lourdes SVP Conference’s 

ATTENTION ALL SAINTS GIFT AID OFFERTORY ENVELOPE USERS 
We We will shortly be processing the order for new sets of Offertory                  
Envelopes for use in the Tax Year 2023/24.  

We wish to mention that there are still a number of boxes relating to the 
current Tax Year in the church entrance porch, that have not yet been 
collected by Gift Aiders. These have names on the lid. 

If you are a Gift Aider, who has not picked up your current box, but may 
wish to use Offertory Envelopes at some time in the future, will you kindly 
now take your box from the entrance porch, and we will ensure that a 
fresh set of envelopes will be ordered for you to use in the next Tax Year. 



 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT,  
MANCHESTER HOSPITALS CHOIR - 5th & 6th DECEMBER  
Come and enjoy this annual concert at the Bridgewater Hall support-
ing Young Lives Vs Cancer.  

A full programme, Christmas carols and hymns. Listen, sing along, be 
entertained. Performances December 5th & 6th.  

See details on poster in porch. Price from £17.50. Tel booking of ce 
0161 9079000 or buy on the door. 



 

 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
Ashton & Mersey 

Christmas Praise in Song 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday 15th December 2022                      

7.00pm 
Free Admission  

Donations for Sale West Hub  
 

Followed by light refreshments and                         
raffle in the Parish Centre 



 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

BIDDING PRAYERS 
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to 

us or emailed to us by the Friday evening 

26th/27th Fran & Paul Goddard 

3rd/4th Andrew Seedall 

Thank you to all who have put their name forward to write our                        
Bidding Prayers                                     

FIRST FORGIVENESS/FIRST COMMUNION ENROLEMENT MASS 
All Saints  - 27th November - 9.30am 

St Margaret Ward - 4th December - 9.30am 

Our Lady of Lourdes - 4th December - 11.am 

CATECHIST  MEETING 
Sunday 27th November after 5 o’clock Mass 

ADVENT CHURCHES TOGETHER                                                                   
Thursday 1st December All Saints 7.00pm 

PARISH CHRISTMAS CONCERT                                                              
Thursday 15th December 7.00pm 

ALL SAINTS SOCIAL CENTRE 
New Years Party 
31st December  
£10 per ticket 

Food, Music, Raffle and Games 



 

 

 



 

 

VOLUNTEER PAGE 
 

 
‘The Bread & Butter Thing’ – An award-winning mobile food club                
enabling people to eat more healthily, enjoy a wider variety of food and 
afford to feed their families.  We require volunteers to help prepare and 
set up the food distribution on Mondays at Sale West Youth Centre                 
11- 1.30pm 

There are also volunteer driving opportunities available 

 

Sale West Food Share – Free to anyone who can make use of food               
surplus that is donated from local supermarkets. The amount and types of 
food donations that we receive varies from week to week, but we need 
volunteers to help set up the project each Friday 10-11am 

We also need volunteers to help collect the donations from local           
supermarkets, there are various times for these roles. 

Please get in touch with Sam Cooper if you are interested 
07884395709, Samuel.cooper@oursalewest.co.uk 



 

 

News from Solihull – Fr Bernard 
bernymcdermott@gmail.com                                                                           
27th November 2022 
 
Do you have problems dealing with the computer 
or the mobile phone? ...because I do!!! 

I was speaking with my sister Una about the frus-
trations of the internet and how dif cult it often is 
to complete a simple task which involves ‘on-line’ 
involvement. 

I have to admit that I am not computer savvy. I 
can manage e-mails and texting on the phone but often the mysteries of 
ful lling tasks which involve pressing the right buttons on the computer 
lls me with anxiety in case I delete something important and have to start 

again!!!. We have a priest here in Solihull who is very knowledgeable on 
many issues including computer technology and many is the time I have 
to call on Denis to rescue me from my incompetence to complete a task 
on-line. Thank goodness Denis has plenty of patience but I often feel fool-
ish when he corrects my errors and solves my problem with little dif cul-
ty! 

“It’s not much fun growing old”. How often have I heard that phrase in 
recent years. Health is a big issue we ‘oldies’ have to deal with and navi-
gating the internet to get advice or even arranging an appointment with a 
doctor or nurse can be a major operation. The hectic pace of life where 
the use of mobile phones and computers as a means of communication 
have taken over from what we always considered to be the human inter-
action of speaking to one another face to face or ‘live’ over the telephone. 
“To make an appointment press 1; to cancel an appointment press 2; to 
speak with a human being please ring back next week!”. ..a common ex-
perience which we have all tolerated at some time in the recent past. 

The result of all this frustration with little time to take a breath, is the loss 
of time to listen to the spirit which is within us ...the inner voice as it is 
sometimes called. “Do not conform yourself to this age” St Paul urges 
“but be transformed by the renewal of your mind that you may discern 
what is the will of God” (Rom 12:2). 

St Paul’s words are pertinent not least because our minds, it is claimed, 
can be damaged by the overuse of technology, leaving us unable to deal 
with a simple task, even reading a book. Unless we learn to press the ‘0ff’ 
button more often we risk being consumed by our obsession for wanting 
to be always in the thick of things ; always up to date with the current gos-
sip, with the latest headlines etc. “Is there not a danger” as one author 
wrote, “of amusing ourselves to death in the ceaseless quest for enter-
tainment today?”. 



 

 

My friend Sister Redempta advises a gentler approach to every day life, 
to develop a habit of pausing to absorb the ordinary miracles of our day; 
miracles we often overlook or miss completely because our busy minds 
make no space. 

This period before Christmas (Advent) is a good time to pull back and 
learn to wait with hope and discover the God who loves us in the ‘small 
and insigni cant’ happenings of our days. “God waits like a beggar who 
stands motionless and silent before someone who perhaps will give him a 
piece of bread. Time is that waiting. Time is God’s waiting as a beggar for 
our love” 

 
(Simone Weil). 
 
Fr Bernard 
27th November 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 



 

 

Dear Bishops: We know the 
church is struggling.                                                

Let the rest of us help you. 
 
Jim McDermott November 18, 2022 

 
Recently, the Archdiocese of St. Louis announced a proposal that 
would close more than half of its 178 parishes. The issues that the 
archdiocese has cited are all too familiar in the United States:                   
decreasing attendance and an aging clergy. 
 
The fact is, in the United States, young Catholics are not coming to 
church—in a 2021 CARA survey, only 13 percent of U.S. Catholics 
aged 18 to 35 said they attended Mass weekly and another 21 percent 
once a month. Likewise, a poll of Catholics in February showed that 
while half feel their faith in God improved during the pandemic, only 
61 percent anticipated going back to Mass on a weekly basis by the 
summer. 

Meanwhile a recent survey of U.S. priests saw half saying that they 
have experienced some form of ministerial burnout. Strikingly, those 
most likely to have experienced burnout were the newer priests, those 
under 45. And due to the shortage of priests in many places, older 
priests are being asked to stay in stressful, full-time positions long                     
after their lay peers have been able to retire. 
 
If I had one wish for the U.S. bishops right now, it is that those who 
are concerned or uncertain about our future would share that               
experience with the rest of us. 
 
These are deeply worrying trends, data points that forebode a coming 
crisis of potentially historic proportions for the American church. It is 
becoming difficult to imagine what form the U.S. Catholic Church will 
take in 20 years. We are already near a point where there are not 
enough priests just to provide sacraments for the parishes that we 
have. 



 

 

 
 
 
There is no doubt that every bishop is confronted by these issues on a 
regular, if not daily, basis and that they are struggling to find solutions 
that can stem the tide. But it is rare to hear a bishop speak from the 
heart about any of this. 
 
I am hardly in a position to understand what it’s like to be a bishop 
facing what seems like our own Catholic version of oncoming climate 
change disaster. But if I had one wish for the U.S. bishops right now, 
it is that those who are concerned or uncertain about our future would 
share that experience with the rest of us. As paradoxical as it may 
seem, I think doing so could be a tremendous source of not only hope 
but enthusiasm in these trying times. 
 
WE KNOW THE PROBLEMS ARE THERE. 
In the face of the cascading crises facing our church, bishops keeping 
quiet about their experiences lends itself to misinterpretation. Some 
interpret it as a lack of care for the suffering that parishioners and     
clergy in parishes are already going through. Others wonder if the 
bishops are out of touch with what’s happening. 
 
Personally, I suspect the reticence of bishops on these matters is more 
indicative of the seriousness with which they take their role. Catholics 
bishops are missioned to serve as pastors and preachers of the Good 
News. Talking about how bad things are getting, or naming problems 
without providing ready solutions, does not seem in keeping with that. 
Some might even argue that being upfront risks increases people’s 
discouragement and disaffection with the church. 
For faithful Catholics who have been struggling with the state of 
things, to hear a bishop share their concerns and uncertainty would be 
enormously consoling. 
 
But the fact is, anyone reading a newspaper in the last 20 years knows 
the situation of the Catholic Church in the United States. It is unlikely 
that anything a bishop might share could make the situation worse. 
On the other side, for faithful Catholics who have been struggling 
with the state of things, to hear a bishop share their concerns and                  
uncertainty would be enormously consoling. It tells them they are not 



 

 

alone and that they’re not wrong or bad for feeling the worry they 
do. It teaches us that an honest assessment of reality is not a sin. 
Even Jesus called out in confusion and fear from the cross. 
 
EXPRESSING THE TRUTH CAN BE FREEING. 
On a couple of occasions, I have gotten to spend time in the outback 
of Australia. There are so few people living out there and so little 
light pollution, at night you look up into an ocean of stars. It sounds                   
beautiful, but it’s also surprisingly unsettling. You can’t help but 
feel microscopically tiny in the face of it. 
 
But at some point, that realization goes from vertiginous to                           
liberating, even funny. It’s true, I am microscopically tiny in the 
context of the universe. So why do I walk around acting like                     
everything is up to me? 
 
Part of the burden of any position of leadership is the sense of                  
personal responsibility that comes with it. This is your organization. 
Its welfare and future are in your hands. 
 
For religious leaders like bishops, that burden is no doubt magnified. 
They are dealing not only with the financial well-being of                            
employees but the spiritual well-being of an entire diocese and local 
community. 
 
If a bishop were simply to express his fears or concerns, he would 
get many talented people who would leap to help. It is what people 
do for each other. 
 
In that situation, it’s only natural to expect a tremendous amount 
from yourself, maybe even to think everything depends on you. But 
the fact is, it doesn’t. The church is God’s, and its future is in God’s 
hands. Bishops have a critical role to play, certainly, but they are not 
expected to “save the church.” 
 
When you admit to others that you do not have all the answers, it 
frees you from some of the burden of that subtle demon of                             
self-expectation. It reminds you that there is a God to whom you can 



 

 

turn. More than that, it reorients you toward him. Problems                         
demanding answers instead become invitations to pause and listen. 
God, what are you trying to show us? What do you want us to see? 
 
EXPRESSING ONE’S LIMITATIONS OPENS UP NEW                    
POSSIBILITIES. 
In Jesuit communities, you’ll sometimes hear a frustrated superior 
complain about how the men are not free, not available for mission. 
Some will try to use these comments as a sort of prod for change. And 
honestly, it is generally only effective in losing the confidence of the 
men. Because shame doesn’t motivate; it paralyzes. 
 
You know what does get Jesuits moving? An expression of need. Our 
superior general says Jesuit Refugee Services needs volunteers, or a 
provincial says the pastor of one of our parishes is really                     
struggling, and suddenly men are volunteering to help. 
 
Bishops, you carry great burdens. But you need not carry them alone. 
 
That is not just a Jesuit thing. When people see others in need, they 
have a natural inclination to respond. 
I think that fits with the current dilemma of the church. Even as many 
Catholics see the problems confronting us, the organizational structure 
of the church is such that there is not a lot of room for us to either                 
express our concerns or help. Instead, we are asked mostly to come to 
Mass, donate generously and maybe volunteer. And responsibility for 
anything connected to the bigger picture is left to the bishop and his 
staff. 
 
RECOMMENDED FOR YOU 
If a bishop were simply to express his fears or concerns, he would get 
many talented people who would leap to help. It is what people do for 
each other. For so many Catholics, who love the church and see it 
struggling, it is also a much-desired chance to be a part of ensuring its 
life and future. 

One can feel a sense of impending doom reading about the situation in 
the church today. But to the extent that they are shared, our struggles 
also offer opportunities. Bishops, you carry great burdens. But you 
need not carry them alone. 
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