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This Week’s Readings
First Reading

2 Samuel 5:1-3

Psalm

121(122):1-5

Second Reading

Colossians 1:12-20

Gospel

Luke 23:35-43
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REFLECTION
Feast of Christ the King- King of the Universe C.

In the Gospel Reading, Christ is cruci ed. The rulers who caused this cruci xion feel no compassion. They add to his misery by mocking his mission: he saved others, himself he cannot save. One
of the two thieves cruci ed with him mocks him
too. But Jesus says nothing, he just hangs there,
nailed to the wood of the cross.
What the other thief says is astonishing. He rebukes the rst thief, the one who mocked Jesus, in
the strongest way. “Have you no fear of God? He
says.” Look at where Christ the King is! What’s to
fear about the God who let’s his King be killed in
such away.

Email:
our3parishes@gmail.com

The whole earth is soaked with the tears of the
suffering, and broken humanity is like flotsam and
jetsam everywhere on the ocean of history.

https://ourparishes.church

What’s to fear about God? Where is he?

NEXT
WEEK’S
READINGS
First Reading
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm
121(122):1-2,4-5,6-9
Second Reading
Romans 13:11-14
Gospel
Matthew 24:37-44

On the cross- that is the answer. God is love and
all the power of God is there in the love shown by
Christ’s painful; death. To save us, and to bring us
to himself in heaven, God will suffer even the torments of death on a cross. Love that is willing to
suffer is greater than power that is able to coerce,
and that powerful love is there on the cross.
Someone who fears or reverences God because
God loves them, will nd Christ in the way the
good thief did. Sooner or later, they will hear Christ
say to them, this day you will be with me in paradise.”
Then they will know the victory of Christ the King,
and they will be victorious with Christ.

Today’s Mass
Psalm
I rejoiced when I heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessings on him who comes
in the name of the Lord!
Blessings on the coming kingdom
of our father David!
Alleluia!

All Parishes
SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY 20th November 2020
The theme this year is one church, one day, one message. We will be
joining thousands of other churches across the UK to share this message
and demonstrate unity. Let us pray for all victims, for all who work in
safeguarding roles, for a safer more loving environment for all on this
Safeguarding Sunday.
ANTHONY CAFFREY
Anthony writes “ A very sincere thanks to you all for your kindness and
generosity. It was so moving to see so many at the Thanksgiving
Mass. I’m sorry I didn’t get to see you all afterwards as I was a little
emotional. It was the greatest of privileges to serve you all as Deacon for
21 years and be part of your Faith Journeys.
Just, THANK YOU.”

FIRST FORGIVENESS/FIRST COMMUNION ENROLEMENT MASS
This programme will soon be starting and just to let you know the dates of
our Enrolment Masses.
All Saints - 27th November - 9.30am
St Margaret Ward - 4th December - 9.30am
Our Lady of Lourdes - 4th December - 11.am
All children and parents need to be present at the enrolment Mass.

ALL SAINTS ADVENT/CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Last weekend we started the All Saints Christmas Appeal, until the
weekend of 18th December. This year we will be working with Sale West
Hub and baskets will be available at the exists of church, all donations
accepted. Also, we are asking if you wish to donate a £10 voucher from
any of the food stores in the area, then also just place the vouchers in
the baskets. Sale West Hub will then distribute to the most needy and
vulnerable in our area. Please give what you can thank you so much.
OUR LADY OF LOURDES ADVENT/ CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Last weekend we started Our Lady of Lourdes Appeal, until the weekend
of 18th December. Our Lady of Lourdes Christmas appeal, we will work
closely with the school to distribute to the most in need, so, this weekend
we will start collecting your donations. Not an easy time for most people,
but Christmas for some will be a very dif cult time. So let us put some
food on their table and make their Christmas better. There will be baskets
at the back of the church for your donations to this years Advent/
Christmas Appeal. Please give what you can, thank you so much.
OUR LADY OF LOURDES PIETY
Open every Sunday after Mass Good selection of Christmas cards, gifts,
advent calendars, candles and much more. Please take a look.
MONDAY CLUB
Unfortunately Fireman Dave had to cancel coming to our last Gathering
but he will be with us this Monday to demonstrate the De brillator ”
WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Thank you so much for your generosity and continued support in your
weekly giving, we would not manage without it, and it is more important
than ever. Thank you for joining us weekly and your giving and support.
Great to see numbers back and great to see the great giving of you all.
OUR DECEASED IN NOVEMBER
The remembrance books will go out again and the basket for names,
which each week will be put in our Remembrance Book on the altar
where all will be remembered in each Mass. No donations please as
individuals do not get individual Masses. Let us pray for all our deceased
families and friends.

MASS FOR ALL OUR DECEASED
This Mass will take place on Friday 25th November 7.30pm for all our
deceased relatives and friends.
FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE
We have just had a meeting with the three Primary heads and have
organised our First Communion Celebrations. They are as follows;
6th May - Our Lady of Lourdes
13th May - All Saints
20th May - St Margaret Ward

Another meeting will be held in the coming weeks to discuss meetings
and rst Forgiveness dates with the Catechists. We will let you know.

ENERGY CRISIS
We are doing what we can to keep our energy bills down. The boiler is
now reviewed, the heating will not be on as long before Mass and its too
costly to put on for the week nights, so please as winter arrives, let’s
make sure we have a good jumper or warm coat as we attend church. We
all need to do what we can.
ALL SAINTS PIETY SHOP
Please take a look inside our Piety Shop as you leave church. All stocked
up for Christmas. Available before and after Mass.
CONTINUAL COLLECTION
Two jars are at the exit and are for CAFOD and to help with our Refugee
Family. If you can spare anything, drop it in as you leave church. Every bit
counts in these dif cult times.
CONFIRMATION JOURNEY
We will begin this after the new year and we are asking for Catechists for
all willing to be involved for six weeks. We are calling a meeting on
Sunday 27th November after 5 o’clock Mass. This meeting will last no
more than half an hour. So please if you wish to be involved put Sunday
27th November in your diary 5.45pm.
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE-CWL
The next meeting is at 7pm on Monday 21st November in St. Joseph's
Parish Centre. There will be the usual meeting followed byA Cheese and Wine Thanksgiving Evening.
The Christmas Celebration Lunch is to be held at the Belmore Hotel, Sale

SUNDAY COLLECTION 13th November2022
Offertory - All Saints 13/11/2022 £1007.43
Offertory - Our Lady 13/11/2022 including SO £400.50
· Thank you all once again for your continuous generosity.

SICK VISITS PARTINGTON
It would be great if one or two of you could volunteer to bring communion
to a nursing home once a week or fortnight. Have a word with Fr Ned if you
can help.
ATTENTION ALL SAINTS GIFT AID OFFERTORY ENVELOPE USERS
We will shortly be processing the order for new sets of Offertory
Envelopes for use in the Tax Year 2023/24. We wish to mention that there
are still a number of boxes relating to the current Tax Year in the church
entrance porch, that have not yet been collected by Gift Aiders. These
have names on the lid. If you are a Gift Aider, who has not picked up your
current box, but may wish to use Offertory Envelopes at some time in the
future, will you kindly now take your box from the entrance porch, and we
will ensure that a fresh set of envelopes will be ordered for you to use in
the next Tax Year.

KNOCK SHRINE 2023
Escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland, 27th March 2023. £699.00
per person sharing. Price includes flight, all transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock
House Hotel with full board. All entertainment and excursions included. Day trips to Westport, Ballintubber Abbey, Croagh Patrick, Fr. Peyton
Centre & National Museum.
Single supplement £150.00. Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740
175557 or email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com

DBS CHECKS
Thank you to everyone who has contacted me about updating their DBS.
Any volunteer with Little Church or who takes communion to the sick
needs a DBS check that is no more than three years old. Please contact
me on 07971725423 or denise_brereton@hotmail.com if you need to
update.

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
Ashton & Mersey
Christmas Praise in Song

Thursday 15th December 2022
7.00pm
Free Admission
Donations for Sale West Hub
Followed by light refreshments and
raffle in the Parish Centre

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
BIDDING PRAYERS
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to
us or emailed to us by the Friday evening
19th/20th Maura Barrett

26th/27th Fran & Paul Goddard
3rd/4th Andrew Seedall
Thank you to all who have put their name forward to write our
Bidding Prayers

MASSES FOR ALL DECEASED
Friday 25th November 7.30pm
FIRST FORGIVENESS/FIRST COMMUNION ENROLEMENT MASS
All Saints - 27th November - 9.30am
St Margaret Ward - 4th December - 9.30am
Our Lady of Lourdes - 4th December - 11.am

CATECHIST MEETING
Sunday 27th November after 5 o’clock Mass

ADVENT CHURCHES TOGETHER
Thursday 1st December All Saints 7.00pm

PARISH CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Thursday 15th December 7.00pm
ALL SAINTS SOCIAL CENTRE
New Years Party
31st December
£10 per ticket
Food, Music, Raffle and Games

at 12.30pm on Monday 5th December- please bring payment to the November meeting.
The rst meeting in 2023 will be held on 16th January- all will be welcome.

VOLUNTEER PAGE
‘The Bread & Butter Thing’ – An award-winning mobile food club
enabling people to eat more healthily, enjoy a wider variety of food and
afford to feed their families. We require volunteers to help prepare and
set up the food distribution on Mondays at Sale West Youth Centre
11- 1.30pm
There are also volunteer driving opportunities available
Sale West Food Share – Free to anyone who can make use of food
surplus that is donated from local supermarkets. The amount and types of
food donations that we receive varies from week to week, but we need
volunteers to help set up the project each Friday 10-11am
We also need volunteers to help collect the donations from local
supermarkets, there are various times for these roles.

Please get in touch with Sam Cooper if you are interested
07884395709, Samuel.cooper@oursalewest.co.uk

News from Solihull Fr Bernard bernymcdermott@gmail.com 20th Nov 2022
I had occasion recently to research the early
years of our mission in China. The pages of our
magazine ‘The Far East’ never fails to move me
as I read of the experiences of the early
missionaries in China.
Included in those pages are a record of the
contributions that the faithful people of Ireland
made in support of our mission to China. Those
contributions came from the pockets of poor people who, through their
faith, believed in the mission to proclaim the gospel to people of all nations. Individuals, families, the young, the old, Solidarity groups, parish
priests. Sisters from north and south of the country all contributed their
pennies and pounds. That holy man Matt Talbot wrote a short note with
his humble offering from a poor man.
How many churches did they help build? How many schools? Who can
number the clinics opened. Most of all how many came to know and love
the Lord because of the generous heart of those ‘ordinary’ folk?
Thank goodness that generosity has continued down through the ages to
the present day with many loyal benefactors from Ireland, UK, and other
parts of the world believing in and supporting our missionary work.
That mission has reached out beyond China to different nations in Asia
and Latin America. Through the pages of ‘The Far East’, Columban
sisters, priests and lay missionaries continue to tell their stories of their
experiences among the people they serve and minister to.
Despite setbacks, disappointments and failures, despite having or being
forced to leave their place of mission, God’s Kingdom has prevailed. The
spark ignited in 1918 continues to flame out, touching the hearts of many
both here at home and overseas.

Columbans everywhere with gratitude and joy continue to give thanks to
God for the many, many people whose story is woven into their story.
It is the one story, and one we will be willing to tell for a long long time.
Fr Bernard
20th November 2022

Pope Francis on World Day of the Poor:
Do not listen to ‘prophets of doom’ but
instead ‘light candles of hope.’
Gerard O’Connell November 13, 2022

Pope Francis gives his homily on Nov. 13, 2022, during Mass for the World
Day of the Poor in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican. (CNS photo/Vatican
Media)

In a challenging and inspiring homily for the sixth World Day of the
Poor, Pope Francis advised Christians to “not listen to the prophets of
doom” at a time when humanity is suffering from multiple crises
including war, climate change, the Covid pandemic, and social and
economic injustice. He called on them instead to “light candles of
hope in the midst of darkness” and to “seize opportunities to bear
witness to the Gospel of joy and to build a more fraternal world.”
Francis has always been concerned for the plight of the poor—as a
Jesuit, as archbishop of Buenos Aires and now as pope. Since his
election as pope in 2013, he has sought in countless ways, both in the
Vatican and internationally, to draw attention to the world’s poor. As
part of that effort in 2017, he decreed that the Catholic Church
worldwide would set aside one Sunday every year (the 33rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time) to “reflect on how poverty is at the very heart of the
Gospel” and to take steps to address poverty locally and globally.
In his homily, Francis highlighted the countless crises that have
increased poverty in today’s world and caused greater suffering to the
poor.
This Sunday morning, Nov. 13, Francis presided at Mass in St. Peter’s
Basilica for the World Day of the Poor. Because of the pandemic, it
was the rst time since 2019 that he was able to celebrate this Mass
attended by a large congregation that included 1,300 poor people and
members of organizations that work for and with the poor, like Caritas
and Sant’Egidio. He offered the poor people a free lunch after Mass in

the Paul VI audience hall and went personally to greet them.

It was also the rst time since 2019 that another initiative of his, the
health clinic in Peter’s Square, was able to provide for one week
(Nov. 7-13) free health screenings and medical care— including
general check-ups, electrocardiograms, blood tests, flu shots, Covid
tests, and screening for HIV, hepatitis C and tuberculosis—to those
who might otherwise not have access.
In his homily, Francis highlighted the countless crises that have
increased poverty in today’s world and caused greater suffering to the
poor. He mentioned especially climate change and the “cruel and
brutal” war in “martyred Ukraine” now in its 236rd day, which he
referred to several times because of the destruction and loss of life it
is causing and the number of countries— more than 50—now involved
in some way.
Commenting on the Gospel of the day (Luke 21), where Jesus
predicts the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem and draws
attention to the troubled and dramatic events that mark human history,
Pope Francis said, “it is important to be able to discern the times in
which we live, in order to remain disciples of the Gospel even amid the
upheavals of history.”
“It is important to be able to discern the times in which we live, in
order to remain disciples of the Gospel even amid the upheavals of
history.”
“To show us the path to such discernment”, he said, Jesus “offers us
two
exhortations: beware that you are not led astray and bear
witness.”
He said Jesus rst tells us, “Beware that you are not led astray.” This
means “avoiding the temptation to interpret dramatic events in a
superstitious or
catastrophic way, as if we are now close to the end
of the world and it is useless to commit ourselves to doing good.”
Francis said, “If we think in this way, we let ourselves be guided by
fear, and we may end up looking for answers with morbid curiosity in
the ever-present chicanery of magic or horoscopes” or “rely on some
last-minute ‘messiah’ who peddles wild theories, usually conspiratorial
and full of doom and gloom.” He reminded believers that “The spirit of
the Lord is not to be found in such approaches” and said, “Jesus
warns us to not be gullible or fearful but learn how to interpret events
with the eyes of faith, certain that by remaining close to God ‘not a hair

of your head will perish’ (Luke 21.18).”
Pope Francis said, “If human history is lled with dramatic events,
situations of suffering, wars, revolutions and disasters, it is also true,
Jesus tells us, that that is not the end of the world” and so “it is not a
good reason for letting ourselves be paralyzed by fear or for yielding
to the defeatism of those who think that everything is lost and that it is
useless to take an active part in life.”
The Jesuit pope told those in the basilica and a vastly greater global
audience following on television and the social media, “A disciple of
the Lord should not yield to resignation or give in to discouragement,
even in the most dif cult situations, for our God is the God of
resurrection and hope, who always raises up.” For this reason, he
said, “Christians in the face of trials ask: What is the Lord saying to us,
especially in the midst of this third world war? What is the Lord saying
to us? And when evil events occur that give rise to poverty and
suffering, the Christian asks: ‘What good can I concretely do?’ Do not
run away, ask yourself the question: ‘What is the Lord saying to me
and what good can I do?’”
“When evil events occur that give rise to poverty and suffering, the
Christian asks: ‘What good can I concretely do?’”
He said Jesus’ second piece of advice—“do not be led astray”—is
positive “because he tells us ‘This will give you an opportunity to
testify.’ It means having the chance to do something good, starting
from our situation in life, even when it is not ideal.” Francis
emphasized, “It is a skill typically Christian not to be a victim of
everything that happens, but to seize the opportunity that lies hidden
in everything that befalls us, the good that can come about even from
negative situations. Every crisis is a possibility and offers opportunities
for growth. We realize this if we think back on our own history: In life,
often our most important steps forward were taken in the midst of
certain crises, in situations of trial, loss of control or insecurity.”
Pope Francis said these words of Jesus give encouragement to us
today as we see “troubling events all around, while wars and conflicts
are on the rise, while earthquakes, famines and plagues are
happening.” They encourage us because they enable us to see
“these situations” as “opportunities to bear witness to the Gospel.”
He said Jesus’ words call us “to break through that inner deafness

which prevents us from hearing the stifled cry of pain of the frailest.”
Drawing attention to the dramatic situation in today’s world, Francis
said, “we too live in troubled societies and are witnesses, as the
Gospel told us, to scenes of violence, injustice and persecution,”
and “we must face the crisis generated by climate change and the
pandemic, which has left in its wake not only physical, but also
psychological, economic and social maladies.” Moreover, he said,
“Even now we see peoples rising up against peoples and we
witness with trepidation the vast expansion of conflicts and the
calamity of war, which causes the death of so many innocent people
and multiplies the poison of hatred.”
Then referring to another category of poor people, the millions of
migrants in the world, Francis said, “Today, much more than in the
past, many of our brothers and sisters, sorely tested and
disheartened, migrate in search of hope, and many people
experience insecurity due to the lack of employment or unjust and
undigni ed working conditions. Today too, the poor pay the heaviest
price in any crisis.”
“It is a skill typically Christian not to be a victim of everything that
happens, but to seize the opportunity that lies hidden in everything
that befalls us, the good that can come about even from negative
situations.”
Francis continued, “If our heart is deadened and indifferent, we
cannot hear their faint cry of pain, we cannot cry with them and for
them, we cannot see how much loneliness and anguish also lie
hidden in the forgotten corners of our cities.”
At this point, Francis issued a stirring call to Christians worldwide:
“Let us take to heart the clear and unmistakable summons in the
Gospel not to be led astray. Let us not listen to prophets of doom.
Let us not be enchanted by the sirens of populism, which exploit
people’s real needs by facile and hasty solutions. Let us not follow
the false ‘messiahs’ who, in the name of pro t, proclaim recipes
useful only for increasing the wealth of a few, while condemning the
poor to the margins of society.
“Instead, let us bear witness. Let us light candles of hope in the
midst of darkness. Amid dramatic situations, let us seize
opportunities to bear witness to the Gospel of joy and to build a
more fraternal world. Let us commit ourselves courageously to
justice, the rule of law and peace, and stand at the side of the
weakest. Let us not step back to protect ourselves from history, but
strive to give this moment of history a different face.”

He concluded his homily by reminding believers that they “ nd the
strength for all this” by “trusting in God our Father, who watches over
us.” “We should always repeat this to ourselves, especially at times of
greatest trouble: God is a Father, and he is at my side. He knows and
loves me; he does not sleep, but watches over me and cares for me. If
I stay close to him, not a hair of my head will perish.”
And, he said, “Since he loves us, let us resolve to love him in the most
abandoned of his children. Let us care for the poor, in whom we nd
Jesus.”

I’m a Catholic teenager who wanted to
know what my friends thought about the
church. Here’s what they said.
Matthew Buscarino

Photo via iStock.

Growing secularism among younger Americans is no secret. A 2019
Pew Research Center Survey of Americans aged 13 to 17 found that
only 50 percent believed religion was an important part of their lives,
as opposed to 73 percent of their parents. This trend has caught the
attention of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, which
published on its website an article titled “Confronting Secularism
Today” by Robert Spitzer, S.J., who posits four causes for this trend:

1. A perceived contradiction between God and science.
2. A lack of evidence for God from science and logic.

3. An implicit belief in materialism.

4. A general disbelief in the historicity and divinity of Jesus.
While all these factors may indeed cause some young people to
abandon their faith, the list feels incomplete to me. After all, the same
Pew survey found approximately 85 percent of teens believed in a
higher power. As a 17-year-old Catholic, I know many people my age
who are abandoning their churches and their faith. I spoke to a few to
understand why. (I’ve used pseudonyms, due to the personal nature
of their comments.)

The institutional church, to many of my peers, is seen as an
antiquated and corrupted by greed, paedophilia and bigotry. They
place the blame for these things on the shoulders of church leaders.
Still, many also feel personal dissatisfaction with the church. While
the answers my friends provided are anecdotal, a common theme
emerged: The most prevalent issue that is widening the gap between
young people and the church is the institution itself.
The idea that somebody can be turned off by the church because of
the church can be tough to grasp.
Stigmas and Suffering
The tone and emphasis of catechesis, especially in preparation for
the sacraments, can have a real impact on how young people
perceive the church as a whole. One of my friends, Jo, talked about
an abstinence and pro-life lecture she was required to attend in
preparation for the Sacrament of Con rmation, a lecture she found
deeply uncomfortable. She felt the presenters left no room for
genuine questions from those who doubted the church’s teachings
and focused too much on shame. Jo told me she became concerned
that people would assume that she would be similarly closed to
discussion around her politics or personal beliefs based on her
religious af liation. “I would just [tell people] I’m a Christian, but I
wouldn’t say Catholic,” she said.
The idea that somebody can be turned off by the church because of
the church can be tough to grasp. One of the people I spoke with is a
friend of mine named Dominic, who has a strong faith in God and attends church every Sunday. When I asked him if he thought the
church was driving people away, he told me, “I think it is impractical
to believe in God in the 21st century, because people want to believe
in what they see, not something that requires faith alone… They

aren’t used to the idea that something that cannot be seen can be real.” Dominic’s answer also resonates strongly with the belief that people are leaving the institution because of a growing sense of
materialism and a feeling that God doesn’t have any room in daily life.
Another friend decided to walk away from religion because of a
perceived separation between themselves and God. James, who was
raised Catholic and attended Mass every Sunday as a child, is now an
agnostic. While preparing for his con rmation, he began feeling that
relying on an invisible God to help him out when times were tough
wasn’t enough. Witnessing the long and painful deaths of his aunt and
uncle, who were both very religious, also frustrated him.
James reflected on this experience by saying, “I guess it kind of set
me back from religion just to realize what God can do to such kind
people who also believed in him.” Today, James has abandoned the
church, and, for the most part, his faith. James says he only entertains
the idea of God existing when someone he knows is religious is going
through a sad or painful ordeal. In those situations, he says that he
does pray for that person on the off chance that there is a God
listening.
While an intellectual approach may be able to answer some of the
questions my secular-leaning friends have, I believe the church
leaders need to approach the issue from another angle.
Confronting a Secular Trend
My friend Andrew is an atheist, raised by Catholic parents, who rarely
attended Mass growing up. For as long as I have known him, he has
been vocal about his stance on religion as an unnecessary institution
that sets unnecessary rules. He says he is not against the church;
rather, he simply feels no desire to attend. He also says the lack of
exposure to religion has made him question its validity.
For Andrew, the concept of faith itself is challenging. And indeed,
Father Spitzer’s four reasons do apply in Andrew’s case, too, as he
believes science and God contradict each other, and that there is little
to no appreciable scienti c evidence of a creator. Andrew isn’t
opposed to going to Mass but doesn’t see himself as the type of
person who would join the church. He told me, “Maybe if the opportunity ever arose, I’d be open to it. But as of now, I don’t really see a
reason to attend Mass or attend church regularly.”

While an intellectual approach may be able to answer some of the
questions my secular-leaning friends have—like Andrew’s questions
on God in relation to science and James’s questions on suffering—I
believe the church leaders need to approach the issue from another
angle, as well.
Church leaders need to reckon with the fact that many people my age
don’t feel that they need the institutional church to help them live
happy, spiritually ful lling lives. Jo told me how she practiced prayer
and meditation in lieu of attending Mass during the pandemic, and
how she felt more connected with God during that period than when
she was attending Mass. She said, “I started wondering if I can be
religious without associating with the institution. And now, I say yes, I
can, and I do.”
James is still unsure about the existence of God, but he says that he
will most likely raise his children Catholic, mainly because of its
promotion of good morals and teachings. He says that his having been
part of a Catholic family will also influence his decision to raise his kids
in the church. But as of now, he feels comfortable in his beliefs and his
thoughts on God. He still contemplates his faith daily, telling me, “I do
think about my beliefs, and I do question my faith. I’d say it’s probably
a daily occurrence…and I would say it’s a healthy thing to question it.”
The most important course of action for church leaders who hope
more young people will connect to the church may be to reach out to
young people who have faith, but who don’t feel like the church is for
them. To appeal to a younger generation, those young people need to
feel welcomed, loved and accepted. Our church is a refuge for
sinners, not a club for the righteous. It must adapt to a more informed,
opinionated and digital generation, because every time the church
messes up, the world takes notice. The church cannot survive without
young people, but, as my friends will tell you, many are surviving
without the church.

Mass and Service Times this week
All Saints

Sat
20th

19th

5.00pm

9.30am

5.00pm

Billy Maher

Kazik Drozdowski

Ellen McCann
11.00 am

Christ the King in Ordinary Time

Sun
20th

Our Lady of Lourdes

Olivia Best

21st

No Service

Sun

Mon
22nd

No Service

No Service

No Service

Tues
23rd

Mass For All Our Deceased

No Service

Wed
24th
7.30pm

Stan McHugh

Nicole Ngome’s Family

No Service

Sean Lally Snr

Thurs
25th

5.00pm

Maureen Matrejek

7.30pm

Frid

26th

9.30am

Lorenzo Fort

Joseph O Gara ( Birthday Wishes)

Sat
27th

5.00pm

7.30pm

Sun

27th

11.00 am

Sun

