Our Parishes Newsletter
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time - 30th October 2022 (C)

This Week’s Readings
First Reading

Wisdom 11:22-12:2

Psalm

144(145):1-2,8-11,13b-14

Second Reading

2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2

Gospel

Luke 19:1-10
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Our Lady of Lourdes
Chapel Lane
Partington
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NEXT
WEEK’S
READINGS
First Reading
2 Maccabees 7:1-2,914
Psalm
16(17):1,5-6,8,15
Second Reading
2 Thessalonians 2:163:5
Gospel
Luke 20:27-38

REFLECTION
Today we have the story of a man who had money
and wealth gained by cheating others! Collecting
tax from his own people for the Romans, made him
despised by his own Jewish race. Yet somewhere
within him, was uncomfortable.
He was anxious to see what kind of man Jesus
was. As he was small, and knowing no-one would
make room for him, he ran ahead and climbed a
Sycamore tree, so he could catch a glimpse of Jesus who was to pass that way. Imagine his surprise
when Jesus looked up and spoke to him.
“Zacchaeus, come down from the tree. Hurry because I must stay ay your house today.” Somehow
Jesus could see that the man was searching, and
Jesus knew when the man hurried down and welcomed him joyfully.
The crowd all complained when they saw what
was happening. They knew this man, he was a traitor to the tribe, “Jesus was going to stay at a sinner’s house.” They said.
But Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to the
Lord, “Look, sir, I am going to give half my property to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody, I will
pay him back four times the amount.” And Jesus
said to him, “Today salvation has come to this
house, 31st because this man too is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek out and
save what was lost,”
Jesus always knows when a person is seeking forgiveness and yet doesn’t know how to nd a way
back. He goes before us and invites himself to our
house. He is always the rst to take the initiative.
We see that Zacchaeus is no longer afraid of what
people think- he wants to change and has been
given a lifeline by Jesus, which brings about a
change in Zacchaeus.
Believe in the overwhelming love of God for the
lost sinners, no matter the wrong you may do. He
waits for you in the home of your heart and desires
to bring forgiveness.

Today’s Mass
Psalm
I will bless your name for ever, O God my King.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessings on the King who comes,
in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven
and glory in the highest heavens!
Alleluia!

All Parishes
XAVERIAN MISSIONARIES APPEAL
Next weekend 5th/6th November we welcome Fr William Hattie all the
way from Scotland. He will be appealing to our generosity on behalf of his
congregation the Xaverian Missionaries. Please give what you can to help
with the work across the world. More information is available on them at
the back of church.
ANTHONY CAFFREY
Was good to welcome Anthony back and celebrate and give thanks for
his 21 years of service here and in Our Lady of Lourdes and St Margaret
Ward. Thank you Anthony for you, your ministry and service and we hope
to see you here in our communities soon. Thank you to all those who
donated as we present to him a voucher and gift from our parish
communities.
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Due to our mission appeal next weekend we have postponed the
beginning of our appeal. It will start 12th/13th November in All Saints and
Our Lady of Lourdes, until the weekend of 18th December. This will help
the most vulnerable and needy through Sale West Hub, and Our Lady of
Lourdes School. We ask for money donations or food vouchers from any
of the local food stores. Not an easy time for most people but Christmas
for some will be a very dif cult time. So let us put some food on their
table and make their Christmas better.

FIRST COMMUNION
The journey will soon begin for all baptised children in year 3. we just
want to remind families who have children who do not attend one of our
parish schools that you need to contact us so that your child can begin
their journey too. Please email us our3parishes@gmail.com.
MONDAY CLUB
This week we have a special treat. Colin Paul, a well-known Singer, will
entertain us with a range of popular songs and no doubt will invite us to
join in. So we can look forward to a very enjoyable afternoon. Remember
we are open to all ‘Over 50s’
POPPY APPEAL
The 2022 Poppy Appeal campaign has now launched. You will nd at the
back of church poppies and a box for your donations Thank you
ENERGY CRISIS
We are doing what we can to keep our energy bills down. The boiler is
now reviewed, the heating will not be on as long before Mass and its too
costly to put on for the week nights, so please as winter arrives, let’s
make sure we have a good jumper or warm coat as we attend church. We
all need to do what we can.
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/SICK VISITS
Fr Ned would appreciate some help with bringing communion to the sick
and housebound. Also, he would like to be informed if there are people
who would need communion brought to them. Please let him know. We
cannot know about everybody. So, those who would like a visit or
communion, let him know or you can email the parish with any details to
us.
CONTINUAL COLLECTION
Two jars are at the exit and are for CAFOD and to help with our Refugee
Family. If you can spare anything, drop it in as you leave church. Every bit
counts in these dif cult times.
CONFIRMATION JOURNEY
We will begin this after the new year and we are asking for Catechists for
all willing to be involved for six weeks. We are calling a meeting on
Sunday 27th November after 5 o’clock Mass. This meeting will last no
more than half an hour. So please if you wish to be involved put Sunday
27th November in your diary 5.45pm.

MUSIC DAY
At St Peter’s, Hazel Grove on Saturday November 19th led by Jo Boyce
from CJM Music. It’s free to attend and will start at 9.30am. Please bring
packed lunch. Hot drinks provided. The day will nish with Mass (sung of
course!

SUNDAY COLLECTION 23rd October 2022
Offertory - All Saints 2310/2022 £761.43
Offertory - Our Lady 2310/2022 including SO £363.15
· Thank you all once again for your continuous generosity.

SICK VISITS PARTINGTON
It would be great if one or two of you could volunteer to bring communion
to a nursing home once a week or fortnight. Have a word with Fr Ned if
you can help.
BLESSED THOMAS HOLFORD
We are looking to appoint a practising Catholic to join the governing body
as an additional Foundation Governor. Foundation Governors are
appointed by the Diocese to govern in faith schools across the country. If
you are interest in nding more about your local Catholic secondary
school, please visit our website https://www.bthcc.org.uk/. If you would
like to apply to join our governing body as a Foundation governor, please
email blessedthomas.admin@trafford.gov.uk
ALTAR SEVERS
Calling all girls & Boys who have received their First Holy Communion to
a meeting Saturday 12th November at 12.00pm at All Saints church.
Parents why not encourage your children to get involved
DBS CHECKS
Thank you to everyone who has contacted me about updating their DBS.
Any volunteer with Little Church or who takes communion to the sick
needs a DBS check that is no more than three years old. Please contact
me on 07971725423 or denise_brereton@hotmail.com if you need to
update.

ATTENTION ALL SAINTS GIFT AID OFFERTORY ENVELOPE USERS
We will shortly be processing the order for new sets of Offertory
Envelopes for use in the Tax Year 2023/24. We wish to mention that there
are still a number of boxes relating to the current Tax Year in the church
entrance porch, that have not yet been collected by Gift Aiders. These
have names on the lid. If you are a Gift Aider, who has not picked up your
current box, but may wish to use Offertory Envelopes at some time in the
future, will you kindly now take your box from the entrance porch, and we
will ensure that a fresh set of envelopes will be ordered for you to use in
the next Tax Year.
LORETO TEACHING ASSISTANT VACANCY
Full-time 35 hours per week Monday to Friday, term-time only plus inset
days
Flexibility of working hours will be considered
Scale 3 points 6-11 (Pay award pending)
£20,043—£22,129 pro rata pa (£16,087— £17,761 pa actual salary)
Available as soon as possible
Further information and an application pack are available on the website
https://www.loretogrammar.co.uk/812/current-vacancies
Closing date: Monday, 31 October 2022 at 10am
Interviews: Friday, 4 November 2022
www.loretogrammar.co.uk | e: recruitment@loretogrammar.co.uk | t: 0161
928 3703

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
BIDDING PRAYERS
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to
us or emailed to us by the Friday evening
29th/30th Keri
5th/6th Julia & Luisa
Thank you to all who have put their name forward to write our
Bidding Prayers.

PARISH COUNCIL
Wednesday 16th November 8.00pm
ALTAR SERVER MEETING
Saturday 12th November at 12.00pm at All Saints church.
ADVENT CHURCHES TOGETHER
Thursday 1st December All Saints 7.00pm

CONFIRMATION MEETING
Sunday 27th November after 5 o’clock Mass.

PARISH CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Thursday 15th December 7.00pm
ALL SAINTS SOCIAL CENTRE
New Years Party
31st December
£10 per ticket
Food, Music, Raffle and Games

VOLUNTEER PAGE
‘The Bread & Butter Thing’ – An award-winning mobile food club
enabling people to eat more healthily, enjoy a wider variety of food and
afford to feed their families. We require volunteers to help prepare and
set up the food distribution on Mondays at Sale West Youth Centre
11- 1.30pm
There are also volunteer driving opportunities available
Sale West Food Share – Free to anyone who can make use of food
surplus that is donated from local supermarkets. The amount and types of
food donations that we receive varies from week to week, but we need
volunteers to help set up the project each Friday 10-11am
We also need volunteers to help collect the donations from local
supermarkets, there are various times for these roles.

Please get in touch with Sam Cooper if you are interested
07884395709, Samuel.cooper@oursalewest.co.uk

News from Solihull – Fr Bernard
bernymcdermott @gmail.com
30th October 2022

The dif culties with travel abroad which so
many people experienced over the summer
was something which made many of us who
did not leave the country think ….me
included, that it was not worth all the trouble
and that we were better off staying at home.

The delays at airports and ferry terminals
must have been very frustrating for so many
families going on holiday. The documentation required for covid clearance and the worry over whether you needed testing beforehand etc.
took the edge off the excitement of looking forward to a long awaited
break away from home. My sister Una recently travelled to Canada for a
visit with college friends from the past but the hoops she had to jump
through to comply with Canadian health and other entry requirements left
her feeling very ‘stressed out’ before she had even reached Manchester
airport. Ironically, the week after she travelled, the regulations for entry to
Canada were relaxed. Thankfully she had a good holiday and returned
home refreshed after a trouble-free journey.
The pace of modern life can affect us in ways that sometimes we don’t
notice ourselves. I get more annoyed than I used to when held up in trafc on the M6 ...especially when I don’t know the reason for the delay. Bad
driving or road rage can similarly affect me ..incidents of which seem to
be more common these days. I am not as tolerant with my fellow Columbans in the Solihull community as I used to or should be. Small things
annoy me eg. when every-day manners are ignored, or when people
leave the table after lunch without helping to clear the dishes away or
even noticing whether they need clearing or not!!
I hope it is not too general a statement to say that patience is not our
strong point! We want quick relief from stressful situations in which we
nd ourselves. Unwilling to remain in a place of ‘stuckness’ so to speak,
we latch on to whatever will get us out of this mess as soon as possible.
Those who would help us are only too willing to give answers that will
con rm our desire to escape the present suffering.
Sr, Redempta Twomey, a Columban Sister whose reflections I often draw
upon says this “To carry the tensions that life asks us to bear without bitterness, is a sign of a noble soul. Suffering, loss, rejection or failure can
lead us to a threshold of grace, where, in the very darkness we become
more present to ourselves, more rooted in God. We may not feel this at

all – we may feel only the pain, the stress, the awfulness of our situation.
And yet, if we can but wait with hope and with out rancour, we will be
given the strength we need”.
If we have patience to take a deep breath now and again in times of
stress we will discover that we are not alone. The Lord is with us. He went
through trial and temptation, because he went to the cross he knew rst
hand what it means to be under terrible tension. Just as we do when we
reach our limit Jesus cried out to God in his anguish to take away the
cup of suffering. He dreaded it.
Redempta goes on to say that there is no question of stoic passivity or of
being kind to a doormat. We do not ‘offer up’ our prayers in a fatalistic
way as though we deserved it. Behind the dif cult circumstances that can
cause such pain or distress, our faith leads us to look to the Lord not for
solutions, but for strength and patience to ‘cope’.
God’s gift to people of faith is to grant us hope and peace of mind that
only he can give us and which nothing can overpower.
Fr Bernard
30th October 2022

As Liz Truss resigns, it’s time to turn our
backs on divisive politics and heed some
words of advice from Pope Francis, says
Joseph Kelly

October 20, 2022 tcnadmin 0 Comments blog, catholic, Joseph Kelly, Liz Truss, resigns
On Monday this week Pope Francis met with a group of
entrepreneurs from Spain, and used the opportunity to
share some of his thoughts on the need for a transformation
of global commerce to address “well-known economic and
social imbalances”.

During the audience with the ConfederaciónÊ EspañolaÊ deÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
AsociacionesÊ deÊ JóvenesÊ Empresarios and the ConfederaciónÊ deÊÊ
EmpresariosÊ deÊ Galicias His Holiness highlighted three ideas
that he considers vital for entrepreneurs to consider. He told
those gathered to “be prophets, “work on your spiritual
health” and to “do everything with love”.
In essence the Pope outlined a global economy that needs to
be driven by a profound awareness of and commitment to
the common good, spiritual wellbeing and the welfare of
workers and employees.
In many respects his remarks echoed landmark encyclicals
and documents that have gone before – RerumÊ Novarum,ÊÊÊÊÊ
LaboremÊExrecens and the whole river of political thought that
is Catholic Social Teaching. Of itself this Catholic tradition sits
nobly alongside numerous other traditions and philosophies
relating to the nature of human work, and the possible
benevolent alternatives to the current obsession with
competition and personal wealth creation.
It is no bad thing to raise one head from the workbench and
dream occasionally of better ways of living and working, of
more equitable frameworks for society and equality of
opportunity, but the unique position that our world ﬁnds
itself in today is challenging some of the most fundamental
aspects of these Christian aspirations.

In his meeting with the Spanish entrepreneurs Pope Francis
sought to describe a model of economy and employment
that not only lauded the concept of entrepreneurship but
proposed that an adjustment in moral vision and motivation
by business leaders could actually create a workplace that
beneﬁts all.
“It is up to you to develop your service, let us say, as
prophets who proclaim and build the common home,
respecting all forms of life, caring for the good of all and
promoting peace,” the Pope said.
He also asked the attendees “not forget that its activity is at
the service of the human being, not just of the few, but of all,
especially the poor.”
Unfortunately, there is a deep dichotomy between wealth
creation and public service, and the very concept of
entrepreneurship is tainted with commercial realities that
don’t particularly encourage wider public beneﬁcence.
Whether it is possible – or even reasonable – to ask
entrepreneurs to behave in a more equitable way is doubtful
– after all the very concept presumes and requires a
profoundly competitive and self-centred drive that simply
doesn’t favour the philanthropically-minded.
To be honest, even at the cost of disagreeing with our Pope,
I’m not sure if there is any easy philosophical route through
Catholic teaching that can in one breath patronise and
celebrate those who ‘succeed’ in business, and in the other
ask them to give fair consideration to those whom luck and
their methods have almost invariably exploited.
Mother Teresa of Calcutta used to say it doesn’t matter
where the money comes from, so long as it buys a loaf of
bread for someone who’s starving. This model of
‘trickledown’ benevolence may sound both attractive and
pragmatic, but it supports our current aggressive and
divisive system of economics, placing its hope in a
manipulation of the market rather than asking any profound
questions about its nature and validity.

A more fruitful approach might be to question the very concept and structure of ‘entrepreneurship’, which of its nature
implies a small meritocracy of successful individuals; so, I’m
hoping that’s where Pope Francis is headed.
By coincidence this week’s gospel has centred on Luke:12,
and all that marvellous poetry about Solomon and the lilies
of the ﬁeld. After Jesus tells the crowd the parable of the
Rich Fool and his barn stashed with grain, he goes on to give
those memorable analogies about ravens, ‘idle’ ﬂowers, and
the grass of the ﬁeld.
“Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out,” says
Jesus, “a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no
thief comes near, and no moth destroys”.
Luke:12 is the inspiration from which so many vows of poverty and charity come, and I so often hear its verses cited
when I speak to those who have joined religious orders, or
otherwise turned their back on material possessions and obsessions. Jesus’ words on this occasion present a profound
challenge to the way we see and idolise material wealth and
achievements. In a sense Luke:12 is a refutation of the concept of entrepreneurship – true wealth is solely spiritual, not
material, says Jesus.
Returning to such a primordial idyll as dispensing with the
need to work or earn capital is as far from us today as we
have strayed from the Garden of Eden, but the time is clearly right – and urgent – to question most of our fundamental
assumptions about global economics and the nature of employment and reward.
Back in the 1940s one young Catholic priest was asking exactly these questions. José María Arizmendiarrieta settled in
Mondragón, a small Spanish town that had not yet recovered from the poverty, hunger, exile, and tension of
the Spanish Civil War. In 1943 he established a technical college which became a training ground for managers, engineers and skilled labour for local companies. Arizmendiarrieta recognised the need to place the human person at the
centre of all thought and activity, and founded a small
co-operative based on Catholic social principles that

manufactured inexpensive gas heaters. Today the
Mondragon Corporation still functions to Arizmendiarrieta’s
brief, employs more than 85,000 people and is Spain’s fourth
-largest industrial and tenth-largest ﬁnancial group.
Around the world there are also many other highly
successful companies functioning to Catholic principles,
utilising structures, and business practices that we would all
recognise as profoundly spiritual, but that don’t inhibit their
ability to function. In fact, quite the contrary.
This might be something politicians may want to consider as
they try frantically to rebuild credibility in a parliamentary
system that has collapsed utterly. With the resignation of Liz
Truss this afternoon – the shortest prime-ministership in UK
history – we are now looking to ﬁnd our third Prime Minister
of 2022, with few obvious candidates in sight.
Undoubtedly sensing what was coming today, leading Tory
Charles Walker – MP for Broxbourne in Hertfordshire and ex
chair of the House of Commons Procedure Committee – for
me summed up the problem succinctly when he spoke to a
BBC reporter in the Central Lobby last night.
“I’ve had enough of talentless people putting their tick in the
right box – not because it’s in the national interest – but
because it’s in their own personal interest to achieve
ministerial position,” said Walker, who also took the
opportunity to announce his only voluntary resignation from
parliament.
His comments are nothing new – back in 1906 the Catholic
writer Hilaire Belloc became an MP with bold aspirations for
the betterment of society, but just three years later he had
come to regret bitterly his decision to engage with
Westminster. Two of his many books – TheÊPartyÊSystem (1911)
and TheÊ ServileÊ State (1912) – recount vividly his frustrations
with the political establishment and the ruthlessly
self-interested individuals who controlled it. More than a
century later little seems to have changed.

With the implosion of Liz Truss’s Tory cabinet over the past
few weeks we’ve heard and seen some incredibly unpleasant
and worrying statements about all manner of social issues –
from dreams about shipping refugees to Rwanda, scroungers on beneﬁts, the need to reduce pensions, to dismantle
public services even further and draconian laws to curtail the
democratic right to protest and free speech. It was as if a
dying beast was lashing out at its tormentors.
It seems that we are now going to get a new Tory leader and
Prime Minister within the next week, voted in by just a few
hundred Conservative MPs and handed a yet another blank
mandate to try and rebuild our battered country and its
failing economy. Practical diﬃculties aside the real challenge
will be ﬁnding people with the humanity to govern
meaningfully, and our new PM would do well to heed the
advice of Pope Francis to those Spanish entrepreneurs:
“Continue to creatively transform the face of the economy,
so that it may be more attentive to ethical principle” as well
as to “not forget that its activity is at the service of the
human being, not just of the few, but of all, especially the
poor,” the Pope said.
“With the values of work and poverty, which imply a
complete trust in God and not in things, an economy can be
created that reconciles the members of the diﬀerent stages
of production, without them despising each other, without
creating more injustice or experiencing cold indiﬀerence.”

Sound advice; let’s hope it reaches Westminster sooner
rather than later.
Joseph Kelly is a Catholic writer and theologian, and founder of
www.thecatholicnetwork.co.uk

Catholics: Stop using Jesus as a
curse word—and speak up when
others do too.
J. Kevin Appleby October 25, 2022

(iStock/leremy)

One of my biggest grievances is when someone uses the name of Jesus
to swear. This can happen when someone says, or even yells, the name
in a fit of anger. Some expand the swear to the full “Jesus Christ,” or
add a curse word between “Jesus” and “Christ.” Some say it under
their breath when the impact can still be unsettling.
It is clear that most people think using Christ’s name this way is
acceptable, but it is not. Catholics should say so—and refrain from the
practice themselves.

I have often thought about how Christ’s name came to be used as a
common profanity. Maybe the invocation “Jesus, give me strength,”
often used in a moment of trial, has been bastardized over time. When
I was a child, my grandmother and great-aunt used to say “Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph” occasionally, but in context I never saw it as
offensive. I just wondered why they did not complete their prayer.
No matter its origins, Jesus’ name as a profanity is here now, and it
must be challenged.
I have certainly used curse words in my life, more often than I care to
admit. This is despite my father saying to me, “Son, cursing is a stupid

man’s way of expressing himself.” (He also threatened to wash my
mouth out with soap a few times, which was certainly a deterrent.)
He was right, but it can be hard not to resort to a curse word or two
when one is frustrated or angry.
However, using the name of Christ Should we repeat it simply because
Hollywood mainstreams it as acceptable language?
Should we repeat it simply because in that way should not only be off
-limits, but it should also be confronted as anti-Christian. It is not a
form of invocation, as it is usually used angrily and disrespectfully.
And it is often expressed repeatedly, especially in movies. Hollywood
mainstreams it as acceptable language?
My fear is that the use of Christ’s name in vain has become embedded
in our vernacular, enabled by secular culture and strengthened by
Christians’ quiet acceptance of it. It has become part of the country’s
normal conversation, so it is easy just to let it go and not say
something. I, ashamedly, have done this too many times. Instead, I
would just cringe when I heard it.
One time, I was in a bar, and I finally got fed up. Some stranger
behind me kept cursing with Christ’s name, and I finally turned around
and asked him to stop, explaining to him why it was offensive. Expecting an angry response, I was surprised when he apologized and
stopped doing it. Wow, I said to myself, maybe I should speak up
more. I should have bought him a beer.
It has become part of the country’s normal conversation, so it is easy
just to let it go and not say something. I, ashamedly, have done this too
many times.
But it is not just strangers in bars who use Christ’s name in this way.
In my experience, even friends and acquaintances—many of whom are
Christian—have used it. A former colleague who worked for the
church, for example, used Christ’s name as a profanity out of habit,
until more than one of us in the office told him to stop.
I often have said to one particular friend—who used to voice it
frequently—that she owed me a dollar every time she said it. She still

owes me a few dollars, but to her credit, the bill has dwindled over
time.
The frequency with which people use Jesus as a curse makes me
wonder, however, if people have thought about what they are saying
or if they just use it out of repetition and because our society—our majority-Christian society—has turned a deaf ear.
My guess is that the majority repeat it, perhaps without thinking,
because they hear no objection to it. My fear is that some knowingly
use it without regard for how it might offend others.
I have found that the most common response to a correction is
something like, “I did not mean it that way.” While intent should be
considered, what is more harmful is how the language is perceived and
the message it sends, which is irreverent, and, in some cases,
disdainful of Christ and Christianity. There are enough words in the
English language to describe our emotions. Let us leave Jesus out of it.
For Christians, Jesus Christ is God. Likewise, if society, including
ourselves, disrespects our God in the common way to which he is
referred, then our views on important issues of the day also will be
disrespected. If we do not defend our faith and our God, even in the
smallest of circumstances, we lose our credibility, and, over time, our
way.
.
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