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NEXT
WEEK’S
READINGS
First Reading
Wisdom 11:22-12:2
Psalm
144(145):1-2,8-11,13b
-14
Second Reading
2 Thessalonians 1:112:2
Gospel
Luke 19:1-10

REFLECTION
When Jesus says that two men went up to the temple
to pray, he wants people to picture the Jerusalem
Temple, where “to go up to pray” refers not to making a private devotional visit but joining the gathered
community in the afternoon atonement sacri ce.
Each man relates to the community worship in a different way. The Pharisee, a member of a group highly respected by most of the community, stands apart
from the crowd. The phrase t5ranslated “to himself”
stands between the words for “standing” and
“praying”, because praying in this culture was something one did out loud. Thus, we are to picture the
Pharisee proudly standing apart from the common
crowd but not so much apart that some of them
couldn’t overhear his words.
He begins well enough (God, I thank you….) but his
prayer soon degenerates into a proud boast that he
is not like other people- thieves, rogues, adulterers or
“even like this tax collector.” Then he itemizes his
pious performances. Whereas the Torah required
fasting one day a year, he fasts twice a week! Whereas the Law dictates, the tithing of agricultural products, he gives a tenth of all his income. In themselves
these practices are commendable, but this Pharisee
advertises them, to bolster his pride and to set himself apart from others.
The tax collector, on the other hand, stands apart not
in pride but in humility. He beats his breast, and
prays simply, “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”
Unlike the Pharisee, the tax collector is fully involved
in the Temple Liturgy. He is praying, in effect, “Let
the atonement work for me, a sinner. Jesus
‘concluding words, “I tell you; the latter went home
justi ed, not the former.” For justi ed means being in
right relationship with God and the community. Jesus
addresses this parable to those who “trusted in themselves”, those who foolishly thought their righteousness was based on their own action rather than the
grace of God. They placed their faith more in themselves than in God thereby undermining the foundation of their covenant connections with God and the
community.

Today’s Mass
Psalm
This poor man called; the Lord has heard him.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth,
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom
to mere children.
Alleluia!

All Parishes
FIRST COMMUNION
The journey will soon begin for all baptised children in year 3. we just
want to remind families who have children who do not attend one of our
parish schools that you need to contact us so that your child can begin
their journey too. Please email us our3parishes@gmail.com.
CHARITY AUCTION
It was a great night and the amount raised was tremendous, full total was
£2642.00. To all of you who were there, to all of you who donated items,
thank you so much. Again Steve and his assistant Elaine, it would not
have been possible without you. Thank you to all involved, but especially
Steve and his lovely assistant Elaine.

FR BERNARD PROGRESS
Fr Bernard is recovering and on the mend, obviously he cannot drive yet,
but as soon as he can he will be back on the M6 heading home to us.
Please keep him in your prayers for his continued recovery.
OUR MARGARET CORNWALL
Many of you have been asking how she is? Margaret, now with Dave's
help is getting out and about. She is certainly improving and though it’s a
slow process, she is getting there. Please do continue to keep Margaret
and Dave in your prayers. We know it is very much appreciated.

ENERGY CRISIS
We are doing what we can to keep our energy bills down. The boiler is
now reviewed, the heating will not be on as long before Mass and its too
costly to put on for the week nights, so please as winter arrives, let’s
make sure we have a good jumper or warm coat as we attend church. We
all need to do what we can.
HOMELESS MAN / SALE WEST HUB
We have just had details of a homeless man in great need, he has nothing
but has somewhere to stay. He is in desperate need of trousers/joggers
38/xl, jumpers, jacket, socks, shoe or trainers size 7. If you can help, drop
them in as soon as possible and we will forward them on. It really is a time
of dire need for him.
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/SICK VISITS
Fr Ned would appreciate some help with bringing communion to the sick
and housebound. Also, he would like to be informed if there are people
who would need communion brought to them. Please let him know. We
cannot know about everybody. So, those who would like a visit or
communion, let him know or you can email the parish with any details to
us.

CONTINUAL COLLECTION
Two jars are at the exit and are for CAFOD and to help with our Refugee
Family. If you can spare anything, drop it in as you leave church. Every bit
counts in these dif cult times.
ADVENT PROJECT
This will be this year’s Christmas appeal and with advent so short the
appeal will begin the weekend of 5th/6th November until 18th December.
This year we will be working with Sale West Hub and baskets will be
available at the exists of our churches and all donations accepted. Also,
we are asking if you wish to donate a £10 voucher from any of the food
stores in the area, then also just place the vouchers in the baskets. Sale
West Hub will then distribute to the most needy and vulnerable in our
area.
With Our Lady of Lourdes we will work closely with the school to
distribute to the most in need. So from 6th – 18th December give what
you can in cash or vouchers. Thank you.

CONFIRMATION JOURNEY
We will begin this after the new year and we are asking for Catechists for
all willing to be involved for six weeks. We are calling a meeting on
Sunday 27th November after 5 o’clock Mass. This meeting will last no
more than half an hour. So please if you wish to be involved put Sunday
27th November in your diary 5.45pm.
LION KING
The coach will be leaving All Saints Church carpark at 6.00pm. 27th
October. Please make sure you get there on time as the coach will be
leaving 6pm sharp.
MUSIC DAY
At St Peter’s, Hazel Grove on Saturday November 19th led by Jo Boyce
from CJM Music. It’s free to attend and will start at 9.30am. Please bring
packed lunch. Hot drinks provided. The day will nish with Mass (sung of
course!

ANTHONY CAFFREY
We will be celebrating a Mass for Anthony Caffrey in thanksgiving for his
21 years of service and ministry here in our parishes.
Anthony has journeyed with many of us at very important times in our
lives. Come along and join us for this Mass in Thanks giving for all he did.
The Mass is Wednesday 26th October 7.30pm.

LITTLE CHURCH
On Sunday 30th October there will be no Little Church sessions. It will be
back on Sunday 6th November. If you would like to join the ‘Little Church
Team’ please speak to Father Ned or one of us when we are
doing Little Church.
SUNDAY COLLECTION 9th October 2022
Offertory - All Saints 16/10/2022 £1235.87
Offertory - Our Lady 16/10/2022 including SO £332.50
· Thank you all once again for your continuous generosity.

SICK VISITS PARTINGTON
It would be great if one or two of you could volunteer to bring communion
to a nursing home once a week or fortnight. Have a word with Fr Ned if
you can help.

BLESSED THOMAS HOLFORD
We are looking to appoint a practising Catholic to join the governing body
as an additional Foundation Governor. Foundation Governors are
appointed by the Diocese to govern in faith schools across the country. If
you are interest in nding more about your local Catholic secondary
school, please visit our website https://www.bthcc.org.uk/. If you would
like to apply to join our governing body as a Foundation governor, please
email blessedthomas.admin@trafford.gov.uk
MONDAY CLUB
This week we have a return visit by Judy Popley a Professional Speaker
who has informed and entertained us on two occasions in the past. This
time she will tell us about the rise (and fall) of People in Big business
ALTAR SEVERS
Calling all girls & Boys who have received their First Holy Communion to
a meeting Saturday 12th November at 12.00pm at All Saints church.
Parents why not encourage your children to get involved
SAFEGUARDING UPDATE.
My name is Denise Brereton and I have recently been appointed as our
parish safeguarding representative. Many thanks to Pam Smalley for
carrying out the role for the last twelve years.
We are carrying out a review of DBS checks for volunteers in the parish.
If you are a volunteer with Little Church or you take communion to our
sick and housebound parishioners, you need to have a DBS check that is
no more than three years old.
DBS checks can now be done online or as a paper copy. I am hoping to
contact people on the current volunteer list over the next few weeks, but
if you would like to discuss it with me, please contact me on
07971725423 or email denise_brereton@hotmail.com. My details are also
on the poster at the back of church. Alternatively, I’m usually in the hall
after the 9.30 Mass.
Thank you for your commitment to keeping our church a safe space for
our children, young people and vulnerable adults.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES SCHOOL
We are overwhelmed and thankful for all the donations received for our
Harvest Festival at Our Lady of Lourdes. All of which will be
donated to our local food banks.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
BIDDING PRAYERS
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to
us or emailed to us by the Friday evening
22nd/23rd Graham & Sue
29th/30th Keri

Thank you to all who have put their name forward to write our
Bidding Prayers.

DEACON ANTHONY THANK YOU MASS
Wednesday 26th October 7.30pm
THE LION KING
A reminder for those who have booked
The Lion King Palace Theatre Thurs 27th October

PARISH COUNCIL
Wednesday 16th November 8.00pm
ADVENT CHURCHES TOGETHER
Thursday 1st December All Saints 7.00pm

PARISH CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Thursday 15th December 7.00pm
ALL SAINTS SOCIAL CENTRE
New Years Party
31st December
£10 per ticket
Food, Music, Raffle and Games

VOLUNTEER PAGE
Homeless Man / Sale West Hub – We have just had details of a
homeless man in great need, he has nothing but has somewhere to stay.
He is in desperate need of trousers/joggers 38/xl, jumpers, jacket, socks,
shoe or trainers size 7. If you can help, drop them in as soon as possible
and we will forward them on. It really is a time of dire need for him.
‘The Bread & Butter Thing’ – An award-winning mobile food club
enabling people to eat more healthily, enjoy a wider variety of food and
afford to feed their families. We require volunteers to help prepare and
set up the food distribution on Mondays at Sale West Youth Centre
11- 1.30pm
There are also volunteer driving opportunities available
Sale West Food Share – Free to anyone who can make use of food
surplus that is donated from local supermarkets. The amount and types of
food donations that we receive varies from week to week, but we need
volunteers to help set up the project each Friday 10-11am
We also need volunteers to help collect the donations from local
supermarkets, there are various times for these roles.
Please get in touch with Sam Cooper if you are interested
07884395709, Samuel.cooper@oursalewest.co.uk

News from Solihull – Fr Bernard
bernymcdermott@gmail.com
23rdOctober 2022

Thanks for prayers following my recent operation. All well but the wound in my groin is
still sore and I get the pegs or stiches out
later this week. I can’t drive for at least another week, so I am marooned here in Solihull. The community have been very helpful
especially in helping to put on the tight stockings that I have to wear for a
while to prevent DVT. Looking forward to coming north again and the
contact with OLOL and AS which keeps me going.
I have been watching the drama surrounding the recent political
shenanigans as I am sure many of you have. I have been shocked at the
level of abuse and accusation that has been bandied about in the public
conversation. The more violent the language the greater the response, as
though verbal violence were a sign of strength. Some television
programmes seem to thrive on the humiliation of others, the audience
often approving of the undoing of the participants. Or, sometimes the
participants relish attacking each other verbally, intent not just in scoring
points. But in crushing the opposition.
Someone commented recently on the radio that much of our media and
political debate is full of aggressive passion. It takes a strong woman or
man to withstand the pressure to join in the vili cation of whoever
happens to be the current target.
Courtesy and kindness seem to be for ‘wimps’, certainly not be exercised
by those who pride themselves on getting to the ‘heart of the matter’ and
telling the true story. Too bad if people get hurt in the cut and thrust of
their reporting. Some editors pride themselves on the most shocking
headlines regardless of how wounding they may be. The danger is that
we become shock proof, that we accept or even concur with the
coarsening of the culture.
I remember a phrase from my childhood. “Sticks and stones may break
my bones, but words will never hurt me”. I wonder these days what the
truth is around that phrase? We may not be physically injured by what
someone may say about us, but we can be hurt or even mentally
damaged through unkind words which may be true or untrue!
Friendships are broken and marriages ended.

Yet, we have a choice. We can build one another up by encouragement
by listening and “speaking the truth in love” as St Paul (Eph 4:15) urges.
Good conversations can mend broken relationships and in creating a
climate of acceptance and allow others to express themselves without
fear of being ridiculed or demeaned. Of course, we will argue, we will
disagree, we will hold very opposing views, but because we speak from a
good heart, no-one is hurt. And, most important of all, we will learn when
it is timely to hold our tongues and keep quiet.
I remember from a course on human development that I experienced
some years ago and advice on ‘confrontation’. “Caring Confrontation” is
something which can be a positive experience where 2 people engaged
in confrontation TRUST each other to speak the truth. Confrontation as
described above is always a negative experience and not be encouraged.
A lesson for life must be for us to listen to each other with respect for
others and the opinions they may hold, especially when they differ from
our own.
Fr Bernard
23rd October 2022

Vatican II didn’t fail. It’s just
getting started.
Terence Sweeney October 14, 2022

Pope Francis prays before the remains of St. John XXIII after
celebrating Mass in St. Peter's Basilica Oct. 11, 2022, to mark the 60th
anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council. (CNS)
I sometimes wish that I could travel back to see my parish in the 1950s
in West Philadelphia. The great domed church, St. Francis de Sales,
towering over Victorian houses and Edwardian apartment buildings,
can seat 800, but back then it needed simultaneous Masses in the lower
church and the parish hall to fit all the attendees. I wish I could still
watch that many people streaming toward the church each Sunday. We
are not now that strength which we once were. The loss of that
strength is hard, but it can end up being the source of renewal.
Recent days have seen a flurry of articles and tweets about the 60th
anniversary of the beginning of the Second Vatican Council. Perhaps
no article received as much attention as Ross Douthat’s “How
Catholics Became Prisoners of Vatican II” in The New York Times. In
it, he makes three claims: The council was necessary, the council was
a failure, and the council cannot be undone.
We experience now a church where the laity matter—where, for
example, a Times columnist without any church title can have a voice.
In a way, one can see why Mr. Douthat makes the claim that Vatican

II failed. In the decades since the council, Catholics have abandoned
the church in droves.
To enter church buildings on both sides of the Atlantic is to encounter
emptiness (unless the church has been turned into a brew pub).
There is nothing worse than a person leaving the church, and yet so
many have. Those who leave are our brothers and sisters. When whole
countries, whole generations, turn away from the altars, all our hearts
should be torn a little bit.

Mr. Douthat’s claim of failure is not abstract. It is painful, it is real,
and it needs to be paid attention to. These are real people who have
fallen away from the Body of Christ. Sure, we could easily retort that
these precipitous declines have many causes, that they began prior to
Vatican II, and that they should be blamed on failures to live out the
actual council. And yes, there have been similar, if not worse, declines
in other religious groups and in civic groups of any kind. And yes, the
church’s growth in Africa and Asia has been meteoric. This is all true.
And yet, the council did not stop an exodus of Catholics, and some
reforms undertaken “in the spirit of Vatican II” arguably exacerbated
that decline.
So are we prisoners of a failed council? No, for several reasons. First,
in the Vatican II documents themselves, we received a wonder of
theological richness promulgated with the full teaching authority of the
church. They provide definitive teachings on the nature of the church,
on the nature of the human person and on the vocations of the
baptized. With the promulgation of these documents, we have
officially refuted an antisemitic past and begun to engage earnestly in
interreligious dialogue.
We experience now a church where the laity matter—where, for
example, a Times columnist without any church title can have a voice.
Many Catholic institutes established since Vatican II (like
the Collegium Institute in Philadelphia, where I work) are lay-led, layinitiated endeavors to present Catholic thought and culture to the most
secular of audiences. As participants in these works, we do not follow
the world; we are working in it to lead it to Christ.
Watching my wife at Mass last Sunday read the Old Testament while
carrying our baby girl in a wrap is a testimony to the fact that the

council did not fail. She is not a prisoner of Vatican II. She is a
baptized layperson proclaiming that Naaman brought three loads of
dirt because he would no longer offer worship “to any other god
except the Lord” (2 Kgs 5:17).
The Vatican II documents provide definitive teachings on the nature of
the church, on the nature of the human person and on the vocations of
the baptized.
What if instead of dissecting the failure of Vatican II, we recognize
that the council’s time to succeed is only just arriving? Vatican II gave
us the tools and the evangelical vision to live out the Gospel in these
Christ-forgetting times. The collapse in religious practice (and
community life) that began in the 1960s was too comprehensive in
Western society—from Episcopalians to bowling leagues—to have
been halted. The church needed to be prepared for a world she no
longer controlled. Vatican II was part of that preparation.
Like so much else in the 1960s and 1970s, the teachings of Vatican II
were not always accepted by a world that was not ready for them, and
too many rejected the council and Catholic tradition in favour of
conforming to the world. This is the true meaning of Pope Francis’
hard words recently for progressives that “line up behind the world”
and for traditionalists who “long for a bygone world.” Both are
attaching their dreams to a world instead of being evangelical. And in
a Christ-forgetting time, worldliness is death and evangelization is life.
We need to get busy living.
Vatican II prepared us for a world that is evangelical territory. There is
no space left where temporal power can be used to batter people into
the pews. The council taught us to give up on coercion, to instead live
evangelically. As Pope John XXIII put it at the opening of the council,
the church’s “present needs are best served by explaining more fully
her doctrines” and by using “the balm of mercy” rather than issuing
more condemnations enforced by “the arm of severity.” The arm of
severity was always the wrong way, but it would now be a ludicrous
way. Vatican II freed us from strategies of coercion in favour of
evangelization at the moment that the church was losing the final
vestiges of its coercive power.

Vatican II was not about stopping secularization. It was about how to
live as Christians in a secularized, sometimes hostile and sometimes
apathetic world.
Vatican II restored to us what Bartolome de las Casas calls the only
way to teach the living faith of Christ, “the way that wins the mind
with reasons, that wins the will with gentleness, with invitation.” That
is the freedom of the Gospel. Vatican II was not about stopping
secularization. It was about how to live as Christians in a secularized,
sometimes hostile and sometimes apathetic world. The only way to
live as Christians in such a world is evangelically. Vatican II frees us
to do this, frees us from political power to be a church that Pope
Francis describes as “madly in love with the Lord and with all the
people whom he loves.” A church so in love that she does not follow
the world but instead goes out to the world to proclaim Christ and him
crucified.
Ross Douthat is right that Vatican II was necessary and that it cannot
be undone. He is right that Catholicism in the West has failed in the
past 60 years. But he is wrong that the council failed. As he writes,
“you begin from where you are.” I can’t go back to a packed St.
Francis de Sales, but I don’t really want to. St. Paul told us that “it is
when I am weak that I am strong” (2 Cor 12:10). We may now be
weak, but we are strong in the witness of Christ. That is what really
matters. Vatican II is a guide for how to begin again as salt, leaven
and light, unafraid to be unabashedly Catholic in a world that is
unabashedly secular. The time to make Vatican II a success was not
the late 20th century. The time is now.

Angry at the church?
Mass may be the only place to
heal.
Joe Hoover, S.J.

At the Eucharistic prayer we worship with, literally, all the angels and
saints in heaven; who sing regardless of whether the humans below are
praying with them at Mass or crouched in a field digging up a tuber.
(Unsplash/Josh Applegate)
One day Nettie Holmes, my fourth-grade teacher at St. Robert
Bellarmine, was teaching our class how to go to Mass. Thin brown
sweater draped acrylically over her shoulders, she pointed at the altar,
where the priest would in a real-life Mass be holding up the host.
“That is the moment,” she said. “That is the moment.”
Wafer up and rattle of bells and then church dead quiet, infiltrated by
real presence.
She said it almost with…anger is not quite the right word. But in that
edgy way when you really need to break through the brick wall of a 10
-year-old’s mind and let them know that a thing really is that thing.
Bread become body. Finger jabbed, dark eyes alight, that is the
moment.

If you are a down-the-line adherent of Catholic doctrine, the Mass,
and particularly the consecration, towers above all human reality.
Nothing metaphysically greater can happen; at least not since the original in carnation. The words and rituals of liturgy as a whole: Invocation. Scripture. Petitions. Eucharistic Prayer. Then, Elevation: All of
everything concentrated right there. The world revolving around that
one silent, still point.
The great Catholic irony is that the Mass—that ripe cadenced insane
activity at the heart of the church—is weirdly, bizarrely, the right and
fitting place to bring our concerns about the Mass itself.
If we are alienated or disturbed or just plain annoyed by the church we
attend because of issues around the liturgy (the a-poetic translations of
the ritual prayers, a cantor unable to hit the high “C” as marvellously
as we expect, the disturbingly smart haircut of the priest, how long and
loud the altar girl rings the bell, the syrupy port wine used for the
Eucharist, how the priest transforms his sermons into “Firing Line”
talking points, an announcement before Communion that includes the
heart-warming phrase “Catholics in good standing”); if we are
disturbed or even incensed by issues within the Catholic Church as a
whole (those enduring bedevilling contentions around money, power,
sex); if any of these annoyances or plain hurts orbit the troubled
galaxy of our consciousness, the great Catholic irony is that the
Mass—that ripe cadenced insane activity at the heart of the church—is
weirdly, bizarrely, the right and fitting place to bring our concerns
about the Mass itself.
The very soul of the very place that kicks up one’s ecclesial anger may
be the only place to fully, existentially, deposit, heal and even, as it
were, consecrate our anger.
Some Catholics are (possibly) not really sure if the Eucharist is
actually the body and blood of Christ, and the Mass is probably the
most fitting place to bring those doubts about the body and blood of
Christ.
Saying sadly (but dutifully) the word “consubstantial” in the Nicene
Creed may be the only true and proper place to mourn that we have to
use the clunky word “consubstantial” at all.

Mrs. Holmes is waiting, just waiting there, to point us to the point of it
all.
Jeremy Driscoll writes, in a marvellous and arrogant claim about
Catholicism: “God addresses Himself to the world not vaguely but
through the Church.” And in a unique way through the liturgy of the
church. The document “Sacro sanctum Concilium,” from the Second
Vatican Council, declares that Mass, “because it is an action of Christ
the priest and His Body the Church, is a sacred action surpassing all
others.”
In other words, this is it.
At the Eucharistic prayer we worship with, literally, all the angels and
saints in heaven; who sing, always, a chorus of thanks and praise to
God; who sing regardless of whether the humans below are praying
with them at Mass or crouched in a field digging up a tuber.
When we go to Mass, writes Driscoll, “We bring our lives...and say
‘do something with this. Make our lives be what your life was and is.’”
We go humbly and beg Christ to help us be like Christ.
Jaroslav Pelikan calls worship “the metabolism of the Christian life.”
It is in worship we can throw all our hurts, pain, doubts, confusions
about not only our daily lives and troubled world, but about the
aesthetics, languages, doctrines and practices of our church; we heave
it all into the purifying furnace at the heart of that same church.
One Sunday night, I walked home down icy sidewalks from Mass in
my neighborhood, and wondered if I actually lived this myself,
although I claim to believe it, these metaphysical points of faith about
what is happening in the liturgy. Does attending Mass and praying
with a billion seraphim and falling silent at the elevation actually
become a felt thing, a consoling thing, a thing that actually transforms
one’s relationship with the church?
Because frankly I had found it supremely annoying when the priest
that night, at the consecration, cantilevered his entire white-robed
torso over the altar, inches away from the host, and spoke directly and
maddeningly slowly at the wafer, as if intoning into a tiny intercom

instructions to a lunchroom of remediate 4-year-olds: “Take
this….all…of you…and eat….of it.”
It was startling and weird and awkward and robotic and a thing I did
not love to be in front of.
In the end, no one else can “ruin” our experience of Mass—or of anything—unless we let them.
What I am really tempted to do is find another Mass. Regardless of the
rubrical reason he does this elaborate lean-over (the origin of which
and intent I do not know and will leave to priests to debate) his style of
doing that rubric is over the top.
Nevertheless. I have heard it said that whatever disturbs us from the
outside usually means there is something we need to change on the
inside. In the end, no one else can “ruin” our experience of Mass—or
of anything—unless we let them. A moment of annoyance or even
rage at someone else lights up some bevel, some splinter in us that
always gets caught up on the witchy branches of other people’s
unchangeable actions; and that needs to be sanded down. Beholding a
categorically frustrating thing at liturgy is just another opportunity for
us to learn how to detach from being bothered by frustrating things, a
chance to beg for the peace to accept what we cannot alter.
(And just to say, the priest at my parish is not personally rigid, but
quite warm and kind, someone you want to be around.)
The Mass we went to is exactly the Mass we needed to go to at that
moment. The church as it is, right here and right now, is exactly the
way the church should be at this moment. God works in no other way
than in things as they are. If the recent restrictions put on the Latin
Mass disrupt us cataclysmically, then those restrictions were intended
directly for us, to shake loose some festering hurt in the soul.
Accepting reality exactly as it is, not resisting the truth of any given
moment, not fighting what we cannot change is the only way to
thoroughly tear down the border walls to the entrance of God’s grace
into the fearful territory of the soul.
God enters into the thin places, where we are frayed, disturbed,

powerless, and there he does the deep work of purifying, reclaiming,
redeeming.
I write none of this about the beautiful metaphysics of Mass and churh
to recruit any self-exiled Catholic back into the pew. There is no expected outcome here. But maybe it is nice to know that, whether we
are present or not, this unremarkable and sublime ritual goes on; candles flicker, smoke rises, altar server yawns; mercies are begged, Samaritans honored, hosts lifted. Mass goes on, all over the place, and, in
a way, no matter where we are, is always present to us.

Mass and Service Times this week
All Saints
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Mon

Sun

Sun

Sat

26th

25th
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23rd

23rd

22nd

5.00pm

9.30am

5.00pm

No Service

No Service

Thank you Mass
Anthony Caffrey

James Cizek

Marie Moley

J & Family

No Service

No Service

No Service

Our Lady of Lourdes

Wed
27th

Eileen Bergin

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Thurs
28th

5.00pm

Sean Ferguson

7.30pm

11.00 am

Josie Comerford

Jo - Intention

No Service

Margaret Lavelle

Frid

29th

9.30am

Jeff Barnes

11.00 am

Sat

30th

5.00pm

No Service

Sun

30th

7.30pm

Sun

