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NEXT 
WEEK’S 
READINGS 
 

First Reading 
Habakkuk 1:2-3,2:2-4 

 
Psalm 
Psalm 94(95):1-2,6-9 
 
 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 1:6-8,13-14 
 
 
Gospel 
Luke 17:5-10 
 
 
 

REFLECTION 

 
A Truly Human Life 
In our readings today there are three images. The 
rst is the image of the rich, “stretched comforta-

bly on their couches and dressed in purple and 
linen and feasting splendidly every day.” 

The second is the image of the “beggar named 
Lazarus who was covered in sores which the dogs 
came and licked.“ Lazarus longed to eat the 
scraps that fell from the rich man’s table. 

The third image is of God, who supports, lifts up, 
protects and feeds the oppressed, the hungry, 
captives, the blind, the strangers, the fatherless 
and the widow. 

The rich man ended up in eternal misery, separat-
ed from God. In ignoring the needs of the beggar, 
whom he knew by name, he made himself un-
Godlike. He had made a statement about the poor, 
and in doing so cut himself off from the God who 
protects the poor. 

There is only one God to spend eternity with, the 
God who “secures justice for the oppressed, gives 
food to the hungry.” The rich man attached himself 
to another god, and in the process he lost eternity. 

Meanwhile, the poor man gained eternal life. He 
had suffered enough, God said. 

‘It is not simply a question of eliminating, hunger 
and reducing poverty. It is not enough to combat 
destitution, urgent and necessary as this is. The 
point at issue is the establishment of a human 
society in which everyone, regardless of race, 
religion, or nationality, can live a truly human life 
free from bondage imposed by men and the like-
ness of nature not sufficiently mastered, a socie-
ty in which freedom is not an empty word, and 
where Lazarus, the poor man can sit at the 
same table as the rich man.’ 
 
Pope Paul V1 Populorum Progressio: 1967: 47 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Parishes 
CHURCHES TOGETHER 

We have a Churches Together service next Thursday 29th September at 
St Martins Church Lane at 7.00pm. It would be so good to see half the 
church lled with All Saints and Our Lady of Lourdes parishioners                  
attending. It gives the true meaning of what Churches Together is all 
about. There will be light refreshments available after the service. So 
please do come along. 

CHARITY NIGHT UPDATE    
This fun night in aid of a very worthy local charity will be held on Friday 
14th October in All Saints Social Club, with the auction commencing at 
7:30pm. The club will be open from 7pm to allow viewing of the auction 
items, so come along and identify your items to bid for. You can also 
bring your own drinks and nibbles to enjoy during the evening. 

We are now seeking donations of new unwanted gifts such as ornaments, 
toiletries, leather goods, chocolates, bottles, games and any other items 
in good condition suitable for an auction. Please, no furniture, books or 
jumble sale items. Could you please leave them at the Presbytery next to 
All Saints Church. Thank you 

LION KING 
We originally booked this show for October 2020, and we appreciate that 
a lot can change over time. If you do not wish to go on 27th October this 
time round, please email us and we will try to re sell your tickets and   
provide a refund and equally if you wish to go and haven’t put your name 
down previously let us know by email our3parishes@gmail.com and we 
will see if we can provide spare tickets. 

Today’s Mass 
Psalm                                                                                      

My soul, give praise to the Lord 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,  
says the Lord,  

I know them and they follow me. 
Alleluia! 



 

 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 2022 – DATE 2ND OCTOBER  
At All Saints 2nd October 2022 after 9.30am Mass we will be selling tea, 
coffee and cakes for Macmillan Cancer Support. We will be selling raffle 
tickets. Each one of us has a family member or friend that has been af-
fected by cancer. Please help support this event, with every penny raised 
helping MacMillan to be right there for people living with cancer. We 
would like to dedicate this event in memory of our dear friend Lindsey 
and remembering all those who have passed away or those who are liv-
ing with cancer at this time. As Pope Francis quoted, ‘Take care of God’s      
creation. But above all, take care of people in need.’  

We would love you to join us at this event. 

IDEAS FOR ADVENT PROJECT 
We really would appreciate some ideas or suggestions for our Advent 
project. Please have a think about it and let us know what would be best 
ideas. Advent not far away, so please put your thinking caps on. 

PLASTIC JARS 
Now at the back of church for CAFOD and RFUGEES, If you could spare 
anything then put it in either jar as you leave church. Every little does 
help, give if you can, 

PARISH COUNCIL 
This takes place after Mass this Wednesday 8.00pm. Please can we ask 
all members to be there, we do have a lot to discuss. So see you at 
8.00pm this Wednesday. 

CHOIR AND FOLK GROUP 
Great to see them all back again and to invite new members. Choir and 
Folk Group always up to receive new members. Have a word with them 
and see when they practice. Not just singing but also a good way to be 
socially involved. 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Since the Pandemic we have struggled to have Altar Servers. So now 
that things are returning to some kind of new normal we are appealing for 
new girls and boys to come forward, also of course open to adult       
servers, female or male. Have a word with Fr Ned, if you are  interested, 
and parents why not encourage your children of First Communion age 
and above to be Alter Servers. 

 



 

 

COLLECTION FOR PAKISTAN 
Thank you for your generous donations we raised  £431.93 a cheque is 
on its way to the fund. 

MONDAY CLUB 
We return this week with Eileen leading us in gentle exercises which last 
time proved to be one of our more entertaining afternoons. Leotards not 
needed !  

SUNDAY COLLECTION 18th September 2022 
Offertory - All Saints  18/09/2022   £985.81 

Offertory -  Our Lady  18/09/2022    £325.00 

· Thank you all once again for your continuous generosity. 

PIETY SHOP 

Christmas is coming and the Piety Shop is ready, so please do take a 
look in the shop as you leave church. All types of cards, presents                  
available. 

SICK COMMUNION VISITS 
If you know of anyone who since Covid has gone under the radar and 
needs communion or a visit, please do let us know, it’s not always                  
possible to remember everybody and to miss those who have not                         
returned to church. Do let us know. 

SICK VISITS PARTINGTON 
It would be great if one or two of you could volunteer to bring communion 
to a nursing home once a week or fortnight. Have a word with Fr Ned if 
you can help. 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS 
More and more people require a gluten free host, If this is your need, 
then please let Fr Ned or one of the welcomers before Mass 

ESCORTED PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK SHRINE, IRELAND,                   
3rd October 2022.  £699.00 per person sharing.  Price includes return 
flight, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with full board.  All entertainment 
and excursions included. Day trips to Westport, Ballintubber Abbey, 
Croagh Patrick, Fr. Peyton Centre & National Museum.  Single supple-
ment £100.00.  Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or 
email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com. 



 

 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH... AGAIN! 
In order to help reduce costs we are considering using good quality                    
artificial flowers from about the end of September.  In the meantime 
we gratefully welcome a new member to our little band and there is 
now a change to the rota (yes, another one!) until we get the artificial 
flowers.  This means that the teams would be used for special occa-
sions when fresh flowers would be used, e.g. Christmas, Easter, wed-
dings etc. Consequently, when teams are needed, a notice will appear 
in the bulletin and on the notice-board near the front door. 
 
For now the  new teams are : 
A =Hilary M    B = Mary W, Anita H    C = Eileen S, Mary H  D = Sue U 
The new rota is as follows just for September: 
W/E   22nd C    29th D 
 
The flowers will be brought to the Sacristy on Thurs. am as usual, to 
be arranged at your convenience. 

Thank you all for your support and patience  

  
 



 

 

News from Solihull – Fr Bernard bernymcdermott@gmail.com 
25th Sept 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Columban community in Solihull celebrate a daily eucharist at 
7.45am each morning and occasionally it is an opportunity to share on 
the scripture readings of the day or the feast day that morning as appro-
priate. 

Last week we celebrated the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows and an inter-
esting discussion followed the gospel reading. “Why doesn’t the Church 
celebrate a feast of Our Lady of Joys? was a question which was asked 
during the reflection. There are plenty of occasions when Mary shared in 
the pain and passion of her Son but she must have been present with 
him in times of 

joy and celebration. I am sure Jesus and his mother must have shared a 
laugh and a smile during the Marriage Feast of Cana for example where   
Jesus performed his rst public miracle. 

Are there portraits / statues which exist where the blessed mother is                   
portrayed with a smile on her face? There are plenty of scripture ac-
counts of moments of joy for Mary e.g. The Annunciation ; the birth of her 
Son at the Nativity, but is she ever portrayed with a smile on her face? No
-one had an answer to that question so I looked it up on google as you 
do!! 

The results proved very disappointing. Among the many images of Mary        
displayed on a number of websites there was none which I would consid-
er to be a genuine ‘smile of joy’. The closest to a smiling image of Mary 
was from the USA and the website of the university of Dayton in Ohio 
which depicts St Teresa of the Child Jesus miraculously cured of an ill-
ness with a portrait of a 

‘smiling Mary’ sharing in the joy of her miraculous cure. 

What about Jesus himself? He spent his public ministry here on earth 
among his people, sharing their joys as well as their sorrows: their mo-
ments of happiness during family gatherings etc. These were experienc-
es where he must have shared a laugh and a joke with them but is he 
portrayed with a smile on his face?  



 

 

I discovered a website called PINTEREST where a number of images of a 
laughing and a smiling Jesus are portrayed. One  image entitled ‘Jesus is 
Lord’ I found particularly striking. 

A colleague of mine here in Solihull mentioned to me the lm ‘The Name 
of the Rose’ (1986)  

which starred Sean Connery and was controversial because it portrayed 
Christ as a person who laughed ...and the scriptures never portrayed Je-
sus as someone who laughed so they say !! 

The lm was a great success but achieved notoriety because it intro-
duced ‘laughter’ into the dialogue and a smiling Jesus, was a major 
theme in the original novel (1980) by Umberto Eco. It is ironic that a 
‘laughing Jesus’ was frowned upon by elements in the Church at that 
time. 

We have been brought up with the traditional images of Jesus and his                
mother Mary which seem so solemn and sad! The gospel message is one 
of joy and moments of  celebration as well as sadness and pain.  

The Resurrection is something we celebrate at Easter with joy and                      
thanksgiving. Why is it so disrespectful to portray them as people of joy 
who smiled like any human being? Smile Jesus Smile .. ll this land with 
the Father's  glory .... 

 
Fr Bernard 
25th Sept 2022 



 

 

COMMON GOOD JOURNEY 
 

This Autumn we are collaborating on an exciting new project with St                            
Martin’s CofE Parish, Ashton, called ‘Common Good Journey’. 
 
A small group, comprising people from both parishes, will come together 
to listen deeply to one another, pray and begin to discern together where 
the Holy Spirit is moving, both within one another and, later on, within the 
local area. 
 
The group will go onto explore Catholic Social Teaching and the notion of 
the Common Good. They will examine underlying causes of the                      
turbulence we are seeing - and consider how and where people may 
have become divided from one another. 
 
The group will also gain skills and con dence to begin building                         
relationships of trust and reciprocity between local people and                         
institutions, deepening local friendships,  enabling the common good to 
flourish in the neighbourhood and helping to build collective resilience 
against future crises. 
 
The project begins with six 1-hour weekly sessions at St Martin’s, starting 
7pm on 13 th October, before moving onto a one day workshop, and then 
six more one hour weekly sessions. This is not a huge time commitment, 
so should be manageable for most we hope – and this will be an exciting 
and enriching journey for everyone involved! 
 
The sessions and workshop will be led by Sean Ryan MBE whom many of 
you will know from his work in the parish to launch our refugee             
resettlement project. 
 
There are still a few places to be lled. It’s important that the group is           
diverse, including differences in age, gender, class, ethnicity and political 
viewpoints. We are particularly hoping for one or two young people, aged 
16 or over, to come forward (you don’t need to be a regular Mass goer!) 
and maybe one or two people who may not previously have come for-
ward. You do not need any previous knowledge or skills. Your own 
unique gifts, qualities and life  experience is all we need and 
will be a blessing to the whole group. 
 
We hope and believe you will make wonderful new friends and will be 
cherished by all on this journey. 
 
If this project sounds like something you might enjoy, or if you’d just like 
to hear more about it, 
 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE TALK TO FR NED AS PLACES               
LIMITED 



 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

BIDDING PRAYERS 
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to 

us or emailed to us by the Friday evening. 
Here is a reminder for next few weeks 

24th/25th  Barbara & Teresa 

1st /2nd Anita 

          Thank you to all who have put their name forward to write our     
Bidding Prayers.  

CHARITY AUCTION  -  FRIDAY 14TH OCTOBER 
Friday 14th October sees the return of the popular Charity auction to be 

held in All Saints Parish Centre, commencing at 7:30pm. All are wel-
come,  

THE LION KING                                                                                                            
A reminder for those who have booked The Lion King Palace Theatre 

Thurs 27th October 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT / CHOIR 
This will take place Thursday 15th December,                                                   

another date to put in your diary. 

ALL SAINTS SOCIAL CENTRE 
New Years Party 
31st December  
£10 per ticket 

Food, Music, Raffle and Games 



 

 

VOLUNTEER PAGE 
 

 

 
‘The Bread & Butter Thing’ – An award-winning mobile food club                
enabling people to eat more healthily, enjoy a wider variety of food and 
afford to feed their families.  We require volunteers to help prepare and 
set up the food distribution on Mondays at Sale West Youth Centre                 
11- 1.30pm 

There are also volunteer driving opportunities available 

 

Sale West Food Share – Free to anyone who can make use of food               
surplus that is donated from local supermarkets. The amount and types of 
food donations that we receive varies from week to week, but we need 
volunteers to help set up the project each Friday 10-11am 

We also need volunteers to help collect the donations from local           
supermarkets, there are various times for these roles. 

Please get in touch with Sam Cooper if you are interested 
07884395709, Samuel.cooper@oursalewest.co.uk 



 

 

Want to be happier? Go to confession 
 
Terrance Klein  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#Photo from Unsplash. 
Readings: Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 1 Timothy 1:12-17 Luke 15:1-10 
When I was a boy, almost nothing I said in confession altered the                   
response of Father Kelly, our Irish pastor. “Say three Hail Marys and                
renew your con dence in God and in yourself.” 
 
Once he did add something, no doubt to save me from scruples. “You 
have to entertain a thought for it to be sinful.” He meant that any notion 
could stray through one’s head. It is the bad ones we welcome and                     
nourish that are sinful. That took time for me to understand. 
 
As a confessor, I am aware of my regular penitents, even those behind 
the screen, so I do vary my words and the penance imposed, because I 
do not want to sound repetitive, but typically it is not in response to what 
I’ve heard. Not even this line: “I’m so embarrassed to repeat the same 
sin.” 
 
Do not be embarrassed. Sorrow for our sins, an awareness that we have 
done wrong and can do better, is a gift from God. Shame, a sense that 
you are loathsome, comes from the Evil One. He is lying to you about 
yourself and about God. At least you are confessing. That puts you ahead 
of the many, who sell the church, God and themselves short by abandon-
ing the sacrament. 
 
If you left confession feeling bad, that is a tragedy. Perhaps the priest did 
not consider suf ciently that he is there to con rm God’s mercy                      
sacramentally. 
 
You are still in the ght. You have not been knocked out of the ring. Is it 
possible that people who say that the sacrament is more trouble than it is 
worth, that they do not need confession, have duped themselves? Dress 
up the reasoning as you will, but if you have turned from the mercy of 



 

 

Christ, poured out completely on the cross and con rmed in the          
sacrament, you have failed, a bit, to believe in our Lord. Why? Because 
you have lost your con dence in Christ’s continuing presence in the 
church. 
Even if there were no God, we get out of life what we put into it. To my 
mind, that maxim essentially af rms the existence of God, but even if you 
cannot see that point, you know the saying to be true. People who go to 
the effort of confession are happier people. As any psychologist can tell 
you, the very act of describing your life creates clarity and energy. 
                    
But what about that terrible priest in your past? If you left confession    
feeling bad, that is a tragedy. Perhaps the priest did not consider                      
suf ciently that he is there to con rm God’s mercy sacramentally. He 
should not feel free to comment on what you say. He should speak warily. 
That is an advantage of a rather standard response. The penitent does 
not wonder why the priest commented on one sin and not another. In 
general, the confessor should only speak in response to a question or to 
offer some needed clarity. 
Shame says, you will never change; you should be embarrassed. But        
neither God nor the church know anything of this. 
 
But might I ask, how long ago was your negative experience? Do you still 
consider it to be entirely the fault of the priest? 
Finally—perhaps this is not universal, but it is bankable—the only sins 
most confessors remember are their own. We say to our own confessors, 
“I’m so embarrassed to repeat the same sin.” 
The Greeks de ned God as eternal, all powerful and unmoved. It was St. 
Thomas Aquinas who added a properly Christian attribute to this list, one 
born of the resurrection. God is pure act. We are always beginning, and 
then beginning again. In between lies our exhaustion and our renewal. 
 
 
God never began and never stops. God does not grow weary. When we 
confess our sins, God hears us from the virgin shores of eternity and 
then, in the sacrament of the church, speaks into our time. In God’s eyes 
we already stand before him in the life to come. There, our constant flaws 
and repeated sins were blown away long ago, like a small circle of dust. 

Gladsome guilt brought you to confession. Sinful shame tries to tell you 
that it will do you no good. Shame says, you will never change; you 
should be embarrassed. But neither God nor the church know anything 
of this. You are the sheep that was lost, so very long ago in life. As far as 
God in the sacrament is concerned, you were long ago found and 
brought home. So renew your con dence in God and in yourself. 



 

 

Teresa, The First Great Televised 
Saint 

Mother 
 

 

 
St. Teresa of Kolkata, India, presents documents for a new house to a 
villager in 1994 in Mumbai, formerly Bombay. Mother Teresa once said, 
"Love begins at home." (CNS photo/Luciano Mellace, Reuters) 

 

Most people living in the last quarter of the 20th century knew Mother 
Teresa by name and appearance. They could easily identify her as the 
saint of the gutters of Calcutta. 

She was regularly named as one of the most recognized, influential 
people in the world. Polls ranked her beside Billy Graham as the most 
popular religious gures. Good Housekeeping magazine, in 1980, had 
her atop their list of the world’s most admired women. Even two years 
after her death, she topped a CNN/USA Today Gallup poll as “the most 
admired person of the century.” Following her on that list were Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., President John F. Kennedy, Albert Einstein and Hel-
en Keller. 

Mother Teresa was regularly named as one of the most recognized, 
influential people in the world. 

Today, recognition of her by sight may not be quite what it was                       
generation ago, but it is still vivid in the memories of those of us who 
were adults then. She always wore a white sari with three blue stripes 



 

 

on the edges, one thicker than the others—the religious uniform of the 
Missionaries of Charity, the religious congregation Mother Teresa estab-
lished in 1950. Apparently, those saris were rst purchased by her “off 
the rack,” so to speak, according to Kathryn Spink in her authorized biog-
raphy of the saint, because the blue edges drew Mother Teresa’s atten-
tion as the colour signalled to her the presence of the Virgin Mary. 

For those of us who saw her depicted so often, we remember her small 
stature, her erce and strong determination. We never saw video or                 
photos of her appearing weary, winded or, really, at rest. Watching her 
was easy to do, since Mother Teresa arguably was the rst great saint in 
the era of ubiquitous television. Yet, when we watched footage of her at 
work with children and the dying, there remained so much we could not 
see. We had no idea what stirred inside her. We had no knowledge yet of 
what we would learn after her death: That she felt no personal connection 
with God for decades.  

When we watched footage of her at work with children and the dying, 
there remained so much we could not see. 

Admittedly, there was much to learn from what we could see. Mother  
Teresa’s surroundings in Calcutta were central to her life and her story. 
You have surely seen the photographs and footage of women, men and 
children sleeping on the streets there. Or were they in fact sleeping? 
They were often lying on the streets unable to sleep—destitute,                           
malnourished, alone. Even if they were lying near others, each looked 
very much alone. Then a tiny woman in a white and blue sari and sandals 
bends over to greet them, one by one. What is she doing? We watch. She 
reaches out a hand and touches an arm or a shoulder. Tiny as she is, she 
still manages to pick someone up who looks to be almost her own size. 
This is St. Teresa of Calcutta making her daily rounds. 

Other things become clear if you study the photographs or look closely at 
the videos and documentaries. She had large hands for a woman her 
size. Mother Teresa was tiny. She stood 5 feet tall in sandals. For                       
comparison, the tiny, mighty Gandhi was 5’5”. Her hands were thick, 
coarse, working hands; and she was a hugger, particularly with infants 
and toddlers. She would pull children tightly to her cheek, one arm                    
underneath the torso, the other propping up the neck, the way a natural 
mother holds a child. And the mouth that easily burst into joyous smiles 
also often revealed lines of furrow on the brow and pursed determination 
around the lips. 

The images are easy to nd and dif cult to forget 

She was our contemporary, and that of St. John Paul II, arguably another 
contender for the great television saint of the second half of the 20th         
century. But if her fame is what brought her close to us, into our lives in 



 

 

ways closer and more intricately than the thousands of saints before her, 
it is that same fame—produced, transmitted and broadcast—that has built 
a wall between her and us, too. The ubiquity of her presence on our 
screens a generation ago made her story so well known that many of us 
did not really work to try to know her at all.  

As Marshall McLuhan famously said, more as a description of grim reality 
than anything else: “The medium is the message.” Do we see her, or do 
we see the medium? It was, and is still, dif cult to see Mother Teresa for 
who she was and what she did. 

The ubiquity of her presence on our screens a generation ago made her 
story so well known that many of us did not really work to try to know her 
at all.  

It is perhaps easier to come to know one of the saints of the 19 centuries 
of history before television, for whom we have imagined personality and 
demeanor and physical traits, than it is to know a great saint of the                        
electronic and digital age. Through prayer, study and other means of                 
devotion, we have come to know saints and their ways with God. With 
much less visible gures—just about every saint in history is and has 
been less visible—their “image” has developed slowly over time; and 
their personality and charism, as people and as gures of holiness, have 
come to be known only gradually in the hearts and minds of the faithful. 

It may be increasingly dif cult to identify the obvious saint among us, as 
Mother Teresa most certainly was, in the days ahead. We are not able to 
broadcast one image of ourselves and live another. Canonizing saints 
may be complicated for the church, but for the rest of us identifying one 
is less so. What Brian Kolodiejchuk, M.C., the advocate in Mother                      
Teresa’s cause for canonization, said is certainly true: “Mother Teresa 
touched what is most fundamental in every person: the need to love and 
to be loved.” 

We know a saint when we see one. People always have. 
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