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NEXT 
WEEK’S 
READINGS 
 

First Reading 
Exodus 32:7-11,13-14 

 
Psalm 
Psalm 50(51):3-4,12-
13,17,19 
 
Second Reading 
Timothy 1:12-17 
 
 
Gospel 
Luke 15:1-32 

REFLECTION 
In the rst reading- the question being asked is - what 
is life about? For centuries people have asked this 
question and spent centuries trying to nd an answer? 
Let us look at Christ’s answer! God has granted us 
Wisdom and we will be saved, by wisdom. Continuing 
from last week “ the Serenity Prayer shows us a way.” 

“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I can-
not change, courage to change the things I can; and 
wisdom to know the difference.” It shows us the es-
sence of humility: be who you are, not more, not less. 
Trust in God for everything you cannot do. Let go, let 
God. 

The second answer is love. Real, toiling, sweating love. 
Paul in prison, in the second reading, has a runaway 
slave with him. Philemon is the owner of Onesimus- so 
Paul is writing to Philemon saying how much he appre-
ciates Onesimus, who has converted to Christianity 
while with Paul. Paul’s letter says “I am sending him 
back to you, not as a slave anymore, but as dear to my 
own heart. So if all that we have in common means 
anything to you, welcome him as you would me.” 

This is true personal love. It is what life here on earth is 
all about. 

The Gospel again tells us some very disturbing news 
about following Jesus – hate, renounce, carry our 
cross! 

Yet Jesus is not rejecting family- If you let love of God 
be rst in your life, your beloved family will come right 
along with it. If you are tempted to love material things 
above all else, renounce them. It is God you need to 
love above all things and everything else in proportion. 

Taking up our cross sends us out with Jesus to help 
others carry theirs. 

What is life about here on earth? It is about being hum-
ble, about loving others truly, and about loving God 
above all things! If you know these things, blessed are 
you if you do them. 

“The human heart desires joy. We all desire joy, every 
family, every people, every nation, aspires to happi-
ness. But what is the joy the Christian is called to live 
out and bear witness to? It is the joy that comes from 
the closeness of God, from His presence in our lives.” 
Pope Francis 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Parishes 
MESSAGE FROM ANTHONY 
Just a few lines to you all to express my sincere gratitude for allowing me 
the privilege to serve you as Deacon for the past 21 years, twenty-one 
years, I hasten to add, I have thoroughly enjoyed.  After a period of 
thought and contemplation I have made the decision not to return to    
ministry.  The time has come to pursue a different path and plough                 
another furrow in the eld of life.  I wish to thank Father Ned for the                
friendship he has given to me, a friendship that, please God, will continue 
long into the future, Father Bernard for putting up with me, and                   
particularly, all of you, dear friends, for the life and times we have 
shared.  It has been a joy.  Thank you all for your kind wishes. 
Anthony. 

PARISH BBQ 
As we go to print, everything is now set. Volunteers ready, cooks, those 
who prep the garden and the food on order. Its been so long since this 
happened, 3years. So hoping for a great night again to say thank you to 
all of you who do so much. Hope we get a good number and you all enjoy 
an evening of food and drink. Will give you an update next week. 

CHARITY COLLECTIONS 
Each weekend now ,two jars are there as you leave church, one for 
CAFOD and one for the refugees, both very needy causes. Give if you 
can spare anything, also the Thermometer is back for funds for our roof 
which we still need to pay for. 

 

Today’s Mass 
Psalm                                                                                      

O Lord, you have been our refuge from one     
generation to the next. 

 
. 

.Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

I call you friends, says the Lord, 
because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father. 
Alleluia! 

 



 

 

GCSE’S & A LEVELS 
Congratulations to all our young people who over the last two weeks            
received their exam results. Congratulations to you all and all the best for 
your New Journeys wherever they may take you. Well done to you all 

IDEAS FOR ADVENT/CHRISTMAS PROJECT 
Early though it may seem, over the past few years we have been          
responding to the needs of the most vulnerable. We know its still early but 
nothing like thinking ahead. This project is important, so please let us 
know. Any ideas please email us or have a chat with Fr Ned. 

OUR MARGARET CORNWALL 
So many ask how Margaret is doing, so just a brief update. She is doing 
really well and coming on. Dave is ok too. Her physiotherapy is working 
and she is doing all she can. Hopefully we might see her out and about 
soon. Let’s keep Margaret and Dave in our prayers. 

BIDDING PRAYERS - ALL SAINTS 
This weekend somebody will be at the back of church asking you to sign 
up for the coming weeks to write the bidding prayers. Please do sign up 
as individual or family. 

REMINDER DATE ALL SAINTS_PARISH COUNCIL 
The date was made before the Summer, so this is just a reminder  the 
meeting takes place Wednesday 21st September 8.00pm. straight after 
evening Mass. So please make sure it is in your diary. This is an                    
important meeting, looking ahead to the coming year. 

CHARITY NIGHT UPDATE 
We are now in the process of receiving donations for our auction night. 
Thank you to those who have already given generously. For those who 
haven’t and are willing to donate we are looking for new unwanted gifts, 
toiletries, chocolates, bottles, games  and other items in good condition  
suitable for an auction. Please, no jumble sale items. Could you please 
leave them at the Prestbury next to All Saints Church. Thank you 

MONDAY CLUB   
We return this week with the ever-popular Bingo Bob. We will also                
continue the collection of Toiletries for Sale Hub Looking forward to seeing 
everyone again at 2.00pm. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 28th August  2022 
Offertory - All Saints  28/08/2022    £856.34 

Offertory -  Our Lady 28/08/2022 including SO £359.22 

- Thank you all once again for your continuous generosity. 

 



 

 

LION KING 
We originally booked this show for October 2020, and we appreciate that 
a lot can change over time. If you do not wish to go on 27th October this 
time round, please email us and we will try to re sell your tickets and pro-
vide a refund and equally if you wish to go and haven’t put your name 
down previously let us know by email our3parishes@gmail.com and we 
will see if we can provide spare tickets.. 

ST BERNADETTE RELIC TOUR 2022 UPDATE 
In September and October this year, the relics of St Bernadette will    
journey on pilgrimage to England, Scotland and Wales for the very rst 
time. This very special once in a lifetime event will provide an opportunity 
for people of all ages and backgrounds to experience the special gifts 
and charisms of Lourdes, in a church or cathedral near them. 

A parish visit from St. Joseph’s & Holy Family has been organized 
on Wednesday 14th September to St Warburg's church in Chester. Coach 
will leave St Joseph’s at 10.30am for Veneration of the Relics at 12.00 
noon and then free time to visit Chester in the afternoon. Coach will            
return to Sale at 4.30pm.  Cost £13.00 per person. If any All Saints or 
Our Lady of Lourdes parishioners would like to come please 
email info@sjhf.co.uk.  

SICK COMMUNION VISITS 
If you know of anyone who since Covid has gone under the radar and 
needs communion or a visit, please do let us know, its not always                   
possible to remember everybody and to miss those who have not                      
returned to church. Do let us know. 

SICK VISITS PARTINGTON 
It would be great if one or two of you could volunteer to bring communion 
to a nursing home once a week or fortnight. Have a word with Fr Ned if 
you can help. 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS 
More and more people require a gluten free host, If this is your need, 
then please let Fr Ned or one of the welcomers before Mass. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

BIDDING PRAYERS 
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to 

us or emailed to us by the Friday evening. 
Here is a reminder for next few weeks 

3rd/4th Nina Chidgey 

10th/11th Cathy Turnbull 

17th /18th Marion Lyons 

24th/25th  Barbara & Teresa 

          Thank you to all who have put their name forward to write our     
Bidding Prayers.  

CHARITY AUCTION  -  FRIDAY 14TH OCTOBER 
Friday 14th October sees the return of the popular Charity auction to be 

held in All Saints Parish Centre, commencing at 7:30pm. All are welcome,  

THE LION KING                                                                                                            
A reminder for those who have booked The Lion King Palace Theatre 

Thurs 27th October 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT / CHOIR 
This will take place Thursday 15th December,                                                   

another date to put in your diary. 

 
  



 

 

News from Solihull – Fr Bernard   bernymcder-
mott@gmail.com  4th Sept’22 
 
 
I remember having to take a psychological screen-
ing test during my rst year of formation at the sem-
inary in Ireland. There was an ‘interview’ which had 
been preceded by a lengthy written test. I had a 
Jesuit priest for my interview who lectured me on 
the theme “Anyone who does not carry his cross 
and come after me cannot be my disciple”. (Lk 14: 
25-43) 

This was in the early days of my formation when I was unsure of whether 
I had a vocation to be a missionary priest or not and this ‘reminder’ as to 
what my calling involved didn’t exactly ll me with much con dence for 
the chances of my survival!!  I challenged him about his assertion that I 
probably wouldn’t survive the rst year, acknowledging that while I was 
unsure at this early stage, I would leave it to the Columban formation 
team to decide my future. 

They clearly didn’t agree with the conclusion of my Jesuit interviewer as I 
survived the formation programme and thanks to God’s grace and, after 
49 years of ministry, I am still a Columban missionary priest. 

The challenge was to be committed and determined in what I felt God 
was calling me to become and, in many ways, I felt, having given up my 
career as a tax accountant I had sacri ced a lot. I saw no point in doing a 
step or two, I was committed to the whole dance. If I was half-hearted, 
milk-and-watery, then I had no business carrying on with the formation, 
even though it was an endurance test more than anything else?! 

I don’t feel like preaching too much about giving of your best, because so 
many of you are doing that already. These are dif cult times for everyone, 
and your daily lives reflect your commitment to work, family and commu-
nity. 

Some of you I know are feeling the full weight right now, its digging deep 
into your shoulders because of a dif cult situation in your family like sick-
ness, or a strained relationship, or shortage of money to meet the ever-
increasing energy and food bills. 

The Gospel this weekend is really addressed to people who don’t pay for 
their ticket, people who are functionaries rather than followers, people 
who appear to be following the course but who are taking moral short-
cuts all the way. 



 

 

How can we be dishonest in business, ignore or debts, neglect our work, 
and still claim to be followers of Christ. How can we ill-treat a member of 
the family- a husband, a wife. A child over a long period be without re-
pentance, and still claim to be Christ’s disciples. How can we so careless 
about the reputation of other people, how can we engage in character 
assassination as we sometimes do, and still claim to be followers of 
Christ? 

I believe that God’s love and mercy is always available to us and if we feel 
the need to make a fresh start then do.  Make a fresh start today, even if it 
isn’t New Year’s Day or the beginning of Lent. 

A lot of discouragement in life comes from within- from our inability to see 
good beyond our shifting moods, our weakening resolve, our capacity for 
repeated failure. The important thing about failure in discipleship is that if 
our Lord, turns round and looks back, you are still there even if you’re a 
long way back. 

There is an Italian proverb that says, ‘For a web begun, God sends 
thread’. 

He’ll send it to you. 

Fr Bernard. 4.9.22 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

VOLUNTEER PAGE 
 

 
Supermarket Shop 
We are looking for a reliable volunteer who can help an elderly lady in 
Sale Moor to carry out a weekly supermarket shop. 
For more details please contact Sam Cooper at the Sale community 
response hub Samuel.cooper@oursalewest.co.uk 07884395709 

 
‘The Bread & Butter Thing’ – An award-winning mobile food club                
enabling people to eat more healthily, enjoy a wider variety of food and 
afford to feed their families.  We require volunteers to help prepare and 
set up the food distribution on Mondays at Sale West Youth Centre                 
11- 1.30pm 

There are also volunteer driving opportunities available 

Sale West Food Share – Free to anyone who can make use of food               
surplus that is donated from local supermarkets. The amount and types of 
food donations that we receive varies from week to week, but we need 
volunteers to help set up the project each Friday 10-11am 

We also need volunteers to help collect the donations from local           
supermarkets, there are various times for these roles. 

Please get in touch with Sam Cooper if you are interested 
07884395709, Samuel.cooper@oursalewest.co.uk 



 

 



 

 

 

When Scripture doesn’t give us 
neat answers 

 
Ricardo da Silva, S.J .August 25, 2022 
 

 
Photo by Unsplash. 

A Reflection for Friday of the Twenty-First Week in Ordinary 
Time 

The Kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins 
who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 
Five of them were foolish and ve were wise.” (Mt 25:1-2) “ 

 
When was the last time you were waiting in line and the store 
manager came to tell you that you would be the last to be 
served, begged you to allow no one else to stand behind you 
and bribed you with a reward for your effort? This happened to 
me almost two years ago, when I rst preached on today’s para-
ble of the 10 virgin brides. 
 
Craving a late-night sweet something, I convinced a brother Jes-
uit to join me for an ice cream at one of my then-favourite ice 
cream parlours in the city. Admittedly, my experience of New 



 

 

York gelaterias was limited then—I was more impressed by the 
quantity of flavours than the quality of the lick. (I now consider 
myself something of an ice cream a cionado and know the best 
scoops in town, but I digress.) 
We got in line just in time for the server to tell us: “You are the 
last person. Do not let anyone else in after you,” before                
promising us “a surprise” upon our entry. We were successful in 
our rejection of the later patrons and, indeed, received our             
reward. But I felt terrible after it all. 
 
This assignment brought out the very worst in me. Each person 
that tried to convince me to let them cut in ahead of me, I              
systematically turned away, one by one. Eventually there was 
only me. When I nally entered the store, I quickly closed the 
door before the next     patron could come in. 
 
I empathize with the foolish and disorganized bridesmaids who 
forgot to trim their lamps, were denied the oil of the wise and 
prepared, and arrived late to welcome the groom. Would the 
Lord really shut the door on them and begrudge them this              
happiest of times? 
We are invited to bring our unbelief, questioning and confusion 
into the light of our prayer each day, and to ask Jesus to help us 
make sense of God’s teachings as they manifest themselves in 
our experience. 
 
I know it is a parable and we should avoid literalist                               
interpretations, but I can’t get the image out of my head. It just 
seems so cruel and out of keeping with a God who just this past 
Sunday promised that the last will be rst. How do we reconcile 
such apparently contradictory  teachings? 
 
In order to make sense of this story, we need to look for some 
historical context. It was common, in Jewish tradition, for the 
groom to visit his bride before the wedding day. The virgins 
were there to light the groom’s path through the dark. Once this 
was done, there was no need for more; anyone who came to the 
door in the dark would, therefore, appear shady and                                   
questionable, so when the groom does not recognize the late 
virgins, it is less surprising to hear that he turns the                            



 

 

past-midnight strangers away. Although, that explanation leaves 
me with a new problem: Surely Jesus welcomes the stranger? 
 
It’s helpful to remember that the divine inspiration of the                
Gospels isn’t primarily a matter of the method of their writing, 
but of the source of their truth in Jesus, his life and his teaching. 
And he taught, very often, in story and parable, not all of which 
were meant to address the same point or to mesh neatly                  
together. 
 
The point of Scripture is not to give us neat answers and stories 
that perfectly align, without contradiction or conundrum. Rather, 
we are invited to bring our unbelief, questioning and confusion 
into the light of our prayer each day, and to ask Jesus to help us 
make sense of God’s teachings as they manifest themselves in 
our experience—and sometimes even as they are in tension 
with our experience or with other teachings. Perhaps, in that 
way, the next time you go and buy ice cream, you won’t leave 
with regret. 



 

 

Pope Francis tells College of        
Cardinals to ‘speak freely’ at first 

meeting since 2014 
 
Gerard O’Connell August 29, 2022 
 

 
Pope Francis meets with cardinals at the Vatican Aug. 29, 2022. The 
meeting was to reflect on the apostolic constitution "Praedicate          
evangelium" (Preach the Gospel) on the reform of the Roman Curia. 
(CNS photo/Vatican Media) 
 
Pope Francis opened a two-day meeting of almost 200 cardinals 
this morning, Aug. 29, to discuss “Predicate Evangelium,” the con-
stitution for the reform of the Roman Curia that he promulgated on 
March 19 and which came into force on June 5. 
 
The last time the College of Cardinals came together for a meeting 
to  discuss a major topic was in 2014 to discuss the family ahead of 
the Synod of Bishops on the Family in October of that year. 
This meeting is not only as an opportunity to discuss the new con-
stitution, which will  impact their dioceses, but also to get to know 
each other. A great many cardinals do not know their brother car-
dinals, and it is important that they have an opportunity to become 
acquainted well in advance of a future conclave. A conclave is not 



 

 

yet on the horizon as the pope has not given any indication that 
he intends to resign. 
 
Several cardinals, who wished to remain anonymous, 
told America that Pope Francis recalled in his brief introduction 
for the meeting that the reform of the curia had been called for 
by the    cardinals in the pre-conclave meetings in March 2013. 
He said he had appointed a council of cardinals to advise him on 
this and other tasks. He emphasized that a new approach was 
required of the Roman Curia and that it should be a body at the 
service of the Petrine of ce and the bishops of the world, with 
evangelization as its priority. He recalled that since 2013, wide 
consultation had been carried out at various  stages, resulting in 
the nal text. 
 
Pope Francis opened a two-day meeting of almost 200 cardinals 
this morning, Aug. 29, to discuss “Predicate Evangelium,” the 
constitution for the reform of the Roman Curia. 
 
He encouraged the cardinals “to speak freely” as they                        
discussed the text in two sessions today and in a session on 
Tuesday morning. He made clear that he wanted them to         
the Holy Year 2025 in the nal session on Tuesday afternoon, 
before the Mass that he will celebrate with the 20 new cardinals 
at 5:30 p.m. that evening. 
 
The cardinals, who had received a copy of the constitution and a 
series of questions to guide their discussion, then broke                          
language groups ranging from about 10 to 15 in each group. 
English appears to be the most-spoken language among the 
cardinals, and there are four English-language groups. The                                           
other languages spoken are Spanish, French and Italian. 
The rst session was dedicated to discussing the introduction to 
the constitution. “There was a synodal climate,” according to 
Cardinal Juan José Omella y Omella, the archbishop of                                 
Barcelona, quoted by SIR, the agency of the Italian bishops’ 
conference. He said the main themes to emerge so far are 
“evangelization” and “how all the baptized are called to be                               
evangelizers” and that they should do so through “acts of                  
charity, closeness, tenderness, and especially by listening.” 
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