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First Reading Apocalypse 11:19,12:1-6,1 

Psalm 44(45):10-12,16 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:20-26 

Gospel Luke 1:39-56 

                The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 14th August 2022 (C) 
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NEXT 
WEEK’S 
READINGS 
 

First Reading 
Isaiah 66:18-21 

 
Psalm 
Psalm 116(117) 
 
 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 12:5-7,11-13 
 
 
Gospel 
Luke 13:22-30 
 
 
 

REFLECTION 
Today’s Gospel tells us that even before his 
birth, Jesus jumped with joy upon hearing Eliza-
beth’s greeting of blessing to Mary. When we 
are weak and all we see around us are our cares 
and, it is the hand of God tha strengthens us and 
helps us nd our way. 

Certainly, according to the Gospel, Mary was 
afraid but trusted in God’s help. Elizabeth                
offered her the reassurance she needed. Often 
when we see how God works in the lives of 
those around us, we are encouraged to trust 
more in God.  When one member of the Chris-
tian community is blessed, the entire community 
is blessed. It is tting then, that Mary, the mother 
of Jesus should be the rst to receive the prom-
ise and the blessing of being taken up to heaven 
and is celebrated for her unique role as a true 
disciple of Jesus. 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
about Jesus’ promise of eternal life to all who 
believe and put their trust in him. In Mary’s            
assumption, we stand on the promise that we 
can each make a difference in this world. The 
poor, the hungry, the lowly and those who sit on 
thrones will all have an opportunity to make this 
world a better place. 
The Congregation of the Holy Spirit 
Province of the United States  

Today’s Mass 
Psalm                                                                                      

On your right stands the queen,                                        
in garments of gold. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Mary has been taken up to heaven; 
all the choirs of angels are rejoicing. 

Alleluia! 
_______________ 

 



 

 

 

This weekend (13th) someone we know                               
has a birthday! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FATHER NED 

(Next year it will be his 60th,                                                       
so a big one to look forward too.) 

He loves mentioning many peoples birthdays 
so I thought it was only fair to mention his. 

He’s not going to be impressed with this, hopefully I will still 
have a job next week!!!! 

 

All Parishes 
MUSIC 
Last weekend a few of you were asking about the music we were playing 
at Mass. The Group are called Salt of Sound and can be easily found on 
Spotify with lots of great music. The folk and the choir will be back with us 
in September. 

VOLUNTARY GIVING                                                                       
Now as you leave church there are two plastic containers one for 
CAFOD, one for The Refugee program. Just give when you can, your 
support always appreciated. The  Thermometer is also back for our 
own Roof Fund, which we  still need to pay off. Just give what you can. 
Thank you 

SICK COMMUNION VISITS 
If you know of anyone who since Covid has gone under the radar and 
needs communion or a visit, please do let us know, its not always                   
possible to remember everybody and to miss those who have not                      
returned to church. Do let us know. 

SICK VISITS PARTINGTON 
It would be great if one or two of you could volunteer to bring communion 
to a nursing home once a week or fortnight. Have a word with Fr Ned if 
you can help. 



 

 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS 
More and more people require a gluten free host, If this is your need, 
then please let us know before any of our Masses and we will                         
accommodate you. 

MUSIC GROUP OUR LADY’S 
In September we will be getting something off the ground with some                      
musicians. Obviously, we will need a few singers, but at last we have         
musicians. So we will keep you posted and thanks to Helen, Josie and Sean. 
Will be good to see something back on a regular basis. WATCH THIS 
SPACE!! 

ST BERNADETTE RELIC TOUR 
St Werburgh’s Chester Wednesday 14th September at 12noon We are 
looking to book a coach leaving St Joseph’s at 11.00am and returning 
from Chester at 4.30pm. Depending on numbers we could maybe pick up 
from All Saints as well. If you wish to join them please contact St Joseph’s 
on 0161 973 1615. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 7th August  2022 
Offertory - All Saints  07/08/2022    £845.42 

Offertory -  Our Lady 07/08/2022/07/2022 including SO £325.70 

- Thank you all once again for your continuous generosity. 

SALE WEST HUB 
The group does amazing work and they always need more volunteers. 
Have a read and see if you can help 

‘The Bread & Butter Thing’ – An award-winning mobile food club                
enabling people to eat more healthily, enjoy a wider variety of food and 
afford to feed their families.  We require volunteers to help prepare and 
set up the food distribution on Mondays at Sale West Youth Centre                 
11- 1.30pm 

There are also volunteer driving opportunities available 

Sale West Food Share – Free to anyone who can make use of food               
surplus that is donated from local supermarkets. The amount and types of 
food donations that we receive varies from week to week, but we need 
volunteers to help set up the project each Friday 10-11am 

We also need volunteers to help collect the donations from local           
supermarkets, there are various times for these roles. 

Please get in touch with Sam Cooper if you are interested 
07884395709, Samuel.cooper@oursalewest.co.uk 



 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

FLOWER ROTA 
Team A - Mary W & Anita Hewitt Team B - Sue U & Lynn B 

Team C - Eileen S& Marjorie 

August  -  11th       A 

                                                                  18th       B 

                                                                  25th       C       

BIDDING PRAYERS 
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to 

us or emailed to us by the Friday evening. 
Here is a reminder for next few weeks 

                           Aug 13th/14th         Fr Ned 

                                   20th/21st         The Moley Family 

      27th/28th          Fr Bernard 

Thank you to all who have put their name forward to write our Bidding 
Prayers.  

BBQ RETURN 
The date is now xed and will take place Friday 2nd September at 

7.00pm. In order for this to happen, we ask for a few volunteers who will  
do the cooking and preparations. If you can help, have a word with                    

Fr Ned Thank you 

CHARITY AUCTION  -  FRIDAY 14TH OCTOBER 
Friday 14th October sees the return of the popular Charity auction to be 

held in All Saints Parish Centre, commencing at 7:30pm. All are welcome, 
so please make a date in your diary and come along for a fun evening 

with the chance for lots of bargains. 
We do appeal for the donation of various good quality items, cosmetics 
and unwanted presents. However, we are unable to accept furniture, 

electrical items (other than new boxed goods) and books.                                 
And please, no jumble!! 

THE LION KING 

A reminder for those who have booked The Lion King Palace Theatre 
Thurs 27th October 



 

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT / CHOIR 
This will take place Thursday 15th December,                                                   

another date to put in your diary. 

CHARITY NIGHT 

Its back and will take place on Friday 14th October. A great place to 
come and buy your Christmas presents early. This charity night is to raise 
funds for the Stephanie Jeanne Glynn Foundation and you can read more 
about this Charity Trust below. Stephanie is part of the Glynn Family who 
have supported us so many ways in the parish, over many years. Please 
keep 14th October free in your diaries and we can give                      
something back to this foundation. Its always been a great night and you 
can bring your own nibbles and drink! 

Please read below 



 

 

News from Solihull – Fr Bernard –bernardmcdermott@gmail.com    
7thAugust 2022 
 
I was in Sale for the weekend as I had a Columban mis-
sion appeal in Widnes (near Liverpool) and commuted 
on Saturday evening / Sunday morning for the masses. 
Yesterday, Monday, I received an invitation to join the 
over 50’s group for a day coach trip to Whitby which I 
was glad to accept along with Fr Ned.  

It was a lovely day weatherwise and we set off at 9am 
prompt. There were around 30+ club members on the 
coach all eager for a good day away from the day-to-
day routine. The journey took 4 hours instead of the 
estimated travel time of 3 hours due to heavy traf c on 
the motorway and the roads leading to Whitby itself. 

I can’t remember visiting Whitby before, but the Columban had opened a 
boarding school in Whitby in the ‘60’s which lasted for 3 years? This was 
the project of a particular Superior General at the time who thought that 
the way to increase vocations was through the private school system.  
The existence of Ampleforth and Stoneyhurst …long standing catholic 
private boarding schools in the north of England, provided stiff competi-
tion for another school run by the Columbans and so it was closed after 3 
years. 

We found the town of Whitby to be very crowded as you can imagine at 
the height of the tourist season but there was a lovely atmosphere with 
families enjoying the lovely sunshine. Among things I noticed about the 
crowds strolling around was the number of dogs that seemed to accom-
pany their owners. Every other pedestrian seems to have a dog on a 
lead!! I don’t think I have ever seen so many dogs in one place before….It 
was like Crufts dog show! Someone told me that many of the restaurants 
and cafes in Whitby are ‘dog friendly’ which may account for the number 
of our ‘four-legged’ friends in the town. 

There are nearly as many ‘ sh and chip’ restaurants in Whitby as there 
are dogs and everyone reported what a delicious sh & chip lunch they 
had enjoyed. This proved to be a highlight of the day for most people.  

Our late arrival in Whitby meant curtailed sight-seeing including the Ab-
bey for which Whitby is famous. 

Anyway, that was only a minor disappointment in an otherwise enjoyable 
outing. We returned to Sale in under 3 hours with everyone satis ed that 
it had been a very worthwhile and enjoyable day. 

Thank you Paul & Fran Goddard for your kindness in including me in your 
party. 

Fr Bernard   7th August 2022   



 

 

Help for Households 
Might be of help to our readers or you may wish to 

pass it on to others in these dif cult times 
 
 

Communicating Help for House holds and cost of living. 
 



 

 



 

 

Some of you asked for a copy of that poem. Here it is…….. 

 

I AM         
 
 
 

I was regretting the past  
And fearing the future.  

Suddenly my Lord was speaking: 
 

“My name is I Am.” He paused.  
I waited. He continued, 

When you live in the past  
With its mistakes and regrets,  

It is hard. I am not there,  
My name is not I WAS”. 

 
When you live in the future  
With its problems and fears,  
It is hard. I am not there.  
My name is not I WILL BE. 

 
When you live in this moment,  

It is not hard. I am here.  
My name is I AM.  

 
 
 
 
 

Poem by Helen Mallicoat 



 

 

 

 

 

Who is more judgmental: Planet 
Fitness or the Catholic Church? 
 
Joe Hoover, S.J .June 29, 2022 

 
Photo: Planet Fitness (@PlanetFitness) 
 
It’s not that the worldwide chain of discount gyms and robust 
human af rmation called “Planet Fitness” is necessarily better 
thing  than the global network of moody churches and sibylline 
dogma known as “Roman Catholicism.” It’s just that, well,   
sometimes PF (the “Judgement Free Zone,” more on that later!) 
does seem to give RC a run for its money. 
For instance: 
Soundtrack.The lush musical stylings of my youth—the jangly                 
Rickenbacker of R.E.M., the ribbed cascading guitar of INXS—
echo throughout the purple walls of Planet Fitness, while the   
lilting church hymns of my youth—“Make Me a Channel of Your 
Peace,” “Be Not Afraid,” et al.—seem to have, distressingly,   
disappeared from Catholic Masses. (Where have you 
gone, “Turn to Me”? Whither thou goest, to that parish will I go.) 

The messaging pasted to the Planet Fitness walls is a much 
more realistic assessment of human behaviour than the “others-
rst messaging of the Catholic Church. 

 
Slogans.The messaging pasted to the Planet Fitness walls and                    
springing forth from its membership app—“It’s all about you” 
and “You deserve a second for yourself”—is a much more real-



 

 

istic assessment of human psycho-social behaviour than the self
-sacri cing, “others- rst” messaging of the Catholic Church. 
(And all of Christianity. See the opening line of Rick                        
Warren’s The Purpose   Driven Life: “It’s not about you.”) 
 
It is, in fact, all about us! And there’s nothing wrong with that. It’s 
just admitting reality! Even people who (with great love, to be 
sure) put others rst are doing that putting by means of the thing 
called…themselves! We have to put ourselves rst so we can 
actually put others rst! 
 
Internal crisis of private property. There is an entire                       
mind-numbing, socio-ecclesial- nancial moral crisis that some 
Catholics undergo in the late innings of any given crowded          
Sunday Mass: They hoist purses and packs laden with their                
valuables and carry them onto the Communion line. An internal 
crisis because such people can easily become torn apart by the 
idea that doing such possession-guarding, on the way to receive 
Communion, gives the lie to the very unifying, self-sacri cing 
and possession-detaching ethos that Communion itself is all 
about. Would not Christ say to people fearfully carrying their 
purses to the Eucharist, “Whoever tries to save their Louis                 
Vuitton will lose it”? 
 
Planet Fitness wants you to decide how you want to turn out 
when you leave Planet Fitness. How totally lovely. 

 
PF cuts through all of this with signs on the walls that command 
us to keep our valuables with us at all times. It provides an easy 
out. You don’t have to act in a way that feels un-Christianly                       
suspicious of your fellow humans/possible thieves. By clinging to 
your possessions at PF, you’re just doing what they’re making 
you do. Because it’s all about you. (And, no, really, that’s okay! 
The most dangerous Christians are the ones who pretend their 
life is all about other people.) 
 
Inviting guests. With the Black Card membership (just $24.99 a 
month!) you not only have access to any of the 2,000 plus Planet 
Fitness locations and use of their tanning beds and hydro                    
massage, you can also bring a non-PF member guest anytime. 
Truly fantastic. 



 

 

And while it is true that every time you go to a Catholic Mass 
you can also bring a non-Catholic guest, I mean, honestly, who 
actually does that? Because to get someone outside the Roman 
fold to go to Mass with you, you have to be very sneaky. 
Sneaky as in calling out within general earshot of your                            
non-church-going companions on some twilight Sunday                   
evening, “Well, I’m off to the 6 p.m. Mass.” And saying so in this 
completely casual, easy-going, devil-may-care but nonetheless 
totally sneakily inviting way, in the hopes that at least one of 
them responds. “Oh, Mass! Can I go with you? I’ve always        
wanted to check that out!” 
And who on earth can really pull off that kind of voice? 
The Catholic Church is nothing but judgmental. Everyone knows 
that. 

 
Mission statement. The Catholic Church has a somewhat                      
plodding, affectless mission statement (“...God from God, light 
from light, True God from True God, begotten not made,                    
consubstantial with the Father,” etc.). PF has a surprisingly cool 
mission statement, written smack dab on its walls for everyone 
to see. In part: 
“Our product is a tool, a means to an end, not a brand name or 
a mold maker, but a tool that can be used by anyone. In the end 
[again!] it’s all about you.” 
Planet Fitness is not tting people into a mold, not turning                   
people into cyborgs, a preconceived notion of what you should 
come out looking like after going to PF. Rather PF wants you to 
decide how you want to turn out when you leave PF. How totally 
lovely. 
(Granted, there is an irony here: Planet Fitnesses everywhere 
have pretty much the exact same equipment, locker rooms,                
lobby designs, slogans and colors—purple and corn cob yellow 
with black rubber floors flecked with gold paint that leave little 
crumbs on your palms when you’re doing planks. So the gym 
chain is in fact tting people into a mold; that mold being the                    
uniform aesthetics and mottoes and machines of the non-mold-
tting PF itself.) 

Judgement Free Zone. The most damning point in this                       
throwdown between the church and Planet Fitness is that PF 
calls itself “The Judgement Free Zone.” PF does not judge you. 
PF is a de-judgmentalized zone. It does not judge you for how 



 

 

much you can bench press, or whether or not you can touch 
your toes, or if you have the right kind of workout gear, or how 
long you can last on the rowing machine. It judges none of it. 
(Even their spelling of “judgement,” with that extra e, started out 
as typo and then, they say, became a symbol of their                       
commitment to non-judging. 

 
It is very nice to be in a place that says they do not judge you. 
Where that is their chief, quirky, cute corporate messaging: “No 
Judging.” (And to be surrounded by other signs that say,                  
similarly, “No critics,” and “You belong!”) 
No one wants to be judged, or encircled by critics, or to not                
belong. Everyone would love to abide in an inclusive,                         
judgment-free zone. 
 
And the Catholic Church is nothing but judgmental. Everyone 
knows that. The judgmental Catholic Church. The judgment of 
the Scripture and the doctrine and the dogma. The judgment of 
the popes and the bishops and the archbishops and the College 
of Cardinals and the doctors of the church and the saints and 
the blessed and the servants of God and the virgin martyrs and 
the 12 apostles and the 120 disciples and the minor prophets 
and the new pastors and the associate pastors and the visiting 
assistant priests from Kerala and the bemused priests-in-
retirement who take the 7 a.m. Masses; the judgment of the  
cantor and the lector and the parish secretary and parish                  
council chair and the Knights of Columbus and Legion of Mary 
and Altar Society and Rosicrucian's; the judgment of the candle 
flames and the plunking kneelers and the tabernacle’s sharp 
golden sunburst and the stained glass and transept and nave 
and altar rail and grave statuary and serene grey grottoes—
every last one of them judging us. 
 
The judgments against us regarding Mass attendance,                        
appropriateness of attire, performance of ritual, impure 
thoughts, childhood crimes, marital status, workplace                         
peccadilloes, festering resentments, sexual anything. The 
church rife with judgment that is utterly and constantly shaming 
us all. Right? 
Or…is it? Is it the church doing all that judging? 
The fact is, no one—no church or priest, friendly gym or                      
unfriendly one—can judge us without our cooperation. 



 

 

 
Or is it us? 
The fact is, no one—no church, no priest, no deacon, pope,           
parent, wife, coach, best friend, ex-friend, enemy or ally, friendly 
gym or unfriendly one—nobody and nothing can judge us                     
without our cooperation. 
Regardless of whether we think the bold pronouncements of the 
Catholic Church are deeply judgmental or just prophetic                    
truth-telling (or even whether or not the “Judgement Free Zone” 
of Planet Fitness is merely a cheap corporate slogan spitballed 
by lax-bro marketing guys in flip-flops and Stussy T-shirts who 
are themselves grand judgers of all unwashed humanity),                      
regardless of all that, us being judged is a choice we make. 
The most offensive proclamations, the most hurtful renderings of  
opinion, the most caustic of people: Ultimately we are the ones 
who let them have power over us. We let them judge us; or, 
more precisely, we are the ones who let their toxic judgments 
get inside us where they do not belong. We let them into the 
quiet cove of our souls that only the spirit of God rightly                      
deserves to enter. 
 
It is no small feat to get to this re ned spiritual place, this place 
of  truly not letting other people run our internal show; of not  
allowing them to de ne us for ourselves. Of not taking things 
personally. Letting outside judgments roll off one’s back is a 
spiritual practice it takes a long time to build. But it is a real 
thing. Some people have it, or at least they come close. They 
are detached, in the best sense of the word. 
 
We all know at least a few of these people, and we love being 
around them. People who are free. People who can discern, 
sure, when they are being justly called out on their actions; who 
can take the truth and alter their lives when their lives need               
altering. But mostly exist as the rare gures who know who they 
are and no one else’s opinions can shake that. They seem to 
bring the beautiful slogan of the non-judging Planet Fitness with 
them wherever they go and they just live their lives, with aplomb 
and grace and dignity. It may be they even take the words of 
Christ seriously–judge not lest ye be judged–and apply that to 
themselves. They don’t judge others and so don’t let others 
judge them. 
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