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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 7th August 2022 (C)

This Week’s Readings
First Reading

Wisdom 18:6-9

Psalm

32(33):1,12,18-20,22

Second Reading

Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19

Gospel

Luke 12:32-48
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NEXT
WEEK’S
READINGS
First Reading
Apocalypse 11:19,12:1
-6,1

Psalm
44(45):10-12,16

REFLECTION
Trust is dif cult for us today. Relying on
someone else involves a risk, and we have
been disappointed so often. Yet human bonding is entirely dependent on trust, wise trust!
In the modern world we use substitutes for
trust. We overwork, we overeat, we live for
parties and pleasure, we invent formulas such
as "quality time" in order to t family and children into our loaded time.

Is there any room left for trust? In the Second
reading-Abraham puts his faith in God- he
travels at God's word to a place he does not
know, without knowing where he is going? He
arrived as a foreigner, living in a strange land,
living in tents, with his family, relying in God's
promise. Sarah, too believed, even though she
was past the age of birth - she believed that
he who had made the promise would be faithful to it
It got worse for Abraham- the very son God
promised him, was being asked by God to be
sacri ced! Imagine how Abraham must have
felt? How could he trust an order like this? Yet
Abraham relied completely on the steady reality of God's loving kindness. He knew his God!
Think of today, the hundreds who have left
their own country, seeking refuge from violence, hunger, and death. Unlike Abraham
they are not welcomed or wanted and yet they
continue to hope. Let us remember all those in
our prayers today.

Second Reading
1 Corinthians 15:20-26

We ourselves are to try our best to stay faithful, even if the entire world gives in to greed
and disregard for others. We try to be present
to those whom Jesus loves; to remember
God's delity to us.

Gospel
Luke 1:39-56

Remember to love - to return trust for love Isn't it worth the risk?

Today’s Mass
Psalm
Happy are the people the Lord has
chosen as his own
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth,
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom
to mere children.
Alleluia!

All Parishes
VOLUNTARY GIVING
Now as you leave church there are two plastic containers one for
CAFOD, one for The Refugee program. Just give when you can, your
support always appreciated. The Thermometer is also back for our
own Roof Fund, which we still need to pay off. Just give what you can.
Thank you
SICK COMMUNION VISITS
If you know of anyone who since Covid has gone under the radar and
needs communion or a visit, please do let us know, its not always
possible to remember everybody and to miss those who have not
returned to church. Do let us know.
GLUTEN FREE HOSTS
Gluten free hosts are available and you just need to let us know before
Mass and we will accommodate you. So if a gluten free host is required,
let the welcomers know or Fr Ned before Mass.
MONDAY CLUB
This week we have (for those who have booked) our Trip to Whitby. The
Coach will leave All Saints at 9.00 am prompt. We hope for good weather.
MUSIC GROUP OUR LADY’S
In September we will be getting something off the ground with some
musicians. Obviously, we will need a few singers, but at last we have
musicians. So we will keep you posted and thanks to Helen, Josie and Sean.
Will be good to see something back on a regular basis. WATCH THIS
SPACE!!

OUR LADYS HELP NEEDED
We now need more volunteers, people to come to the plate to help with
church and also bring Communion to our sick and housebound. If you
can help in any way, have a word with Fr Ned or Josie Winsor, or email us
on our3parishes@gmail.com. We really do need more help now.
SUNDAY COLLECTION 31sy July 2022
Offertory - All Saints 31/07/2022 £676.23
Offertory - Our Lady 31/07/2022 including SO £245.67
- Thank you all once again for your continuous generosity.

BROOKLANDS CATENIANS
Brooklands Catenians would like to take this opportunity to thank Father
Ned and Deacon John for all you have done and continue to do for our 3
parishes.
Who are Brooklands Catenians, well we are part of a worldwide
association which offers faith, friendship, fun, companionship &
encourages family involvement at many social events. Interested in
nding out some more then, look at our website http://
www.brooklandscatenians.org.uk or grab one of our leaflets which are
placed in the back of Church or email graham.perkins60@outlook.com

SALE WEST HUB
The group does amazing work and they always need more volunteers.
Have a read and see if you can help
‘The Bread & Butter Thing’ – An award-winning mobile food club
enabling people to eat more healthily, enjoy a wider variety of food and
afford to feed their families. We require volunteers to help prepare and
set up the food distribution on Mondays at Sale West Youth Centre
11- 1.30pm

There are also volunteer driving opportunities available
Sale West Food Share – Free to anyone who can make use of food
surplus that is donated from local supermarkets. The amount and types of
food donations that we receive varies from week to week, but we need
volunteers to help set up the project each Friday 10-11am
We also need volunteers to help collect the donations from local
supermarkets, there are various times for these roles.
Please get in touch with Sam Cooper if you are interested
07884395709, Samuel.cooper@oursalewest.co.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
FLOWER ROTA
Team A - Mary W & Anita Hewitt Team B - Sue U & Lynn B
Team C - Eileen S& Marjorie
August -

4th

C

11th

A

18th

B

25th

C

BIDDING PRAYERS
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to
us or emailed to us by the Friday evening.
Here is a reminder for next few weeks
Aug 6th/7th

Cathy Turnbull

13th/14th

Fr Ned

20th/21st

The Moley family

Thank you to all who have put their name forward to write our Bidding
Prayers.

BBQ RETURN
The date is now xed and will take place Friday 2nd September at
7.00pm. In order for this to happen, we ask for a few volunteers who will
do the cooking and preparations. If you can help, have a word with
Fr Ned Thank you
CHARITY AUCTION - FRIDAY 14TH OCTOBER
Friday 14th October sees the return of the popular Charity auction to be
held in All Saints Parish Centre, commencing at 7:30pm. All are welcome,
so please make a date in your diary and come along for a fun evening
with the chance for lots of bargains.
We do appeal for the donation of various good quality items, cosmetics
and unwanted presents. However, we are unable to accept furniture,
electrical items (other than new boxed goods) and books.
And please, no jumble!!
CHRISTMAS CONCERT / CHOIR
This will take place Thursday 15th December,
another date to put in your diary.

CHARITY NIGHT
Its back and will take place on Friday 14th October. A great place to
come and buy your Christmas presents early. This charity night is to raise
funds for the Stephanie Jeanne Glynn Foundation and you can read more
about this Charity Trust below. Stephanie is part of the Glynn Family who
have supported us so many ways in the parish, over many years. Please
keep 14th October free in your diaries and we can give
something back to this foundation. Its always been a great night and you
can bring your own nibbles and drink!
Please read below

St Bernadette Relic Tour 2022

Encountering the Relics of St Bernadette
In September and October this year, the relics of St Bernadette will
journey on pilgrimage to England, Scotland, and Wales for the very rst

time. This very special once in a lifetime event will provide an opportunity
for people of all ages and backgrounds to experience the special gifts and
charisms of Lourdes, in a church or cathedral near them.
Registering to attend the Relic Tour this Autumn
The churches and cathedrals hosting St Bernadette’s relics have a xed
capacity for visitors. To ensure the comfort and safety of pilgrims, visitors
will be asked to register to attend with a dedicated timeslot. Further
details of how to book your place will be shared on this page in the
coming weeks.
Details of Churches where the relic will be, are available online. People
are asked to book online.
The website for this is https://stbernadette.org.uk

The Relics of St Bernadette UK Tour 2022

News from Solihull – Fr Bernard bernymcdermott@gmail.com
7th August 2022
The mealtime conversation among Columbans
recently focussed on how fortunate we are compared with many families in the country who are
nding life a struggle trying to make ends meet
with food and gas prices going up week by week.
We are isolated at St Columban’s from the reality
of everyday living, and we live in a bubble with
little appreciation or understanding of the pressures involved in feeding a family on a daily basis.
We are 11 in number … 2 80+; 4 70+; 4 60+;1
50+. We have a staff of three ladies who take
care of the general laundry and cleaning of the
house and retirement wing. Most of us are happy taking responsibility for
our personal laundry and the maintenance of our own rooms.
We have a full meal prepared for us each day at 12.30pm Monday to
Friday by one of the ladies who rotate the cooking of the meal each day.
Columbans not engaged in pastoral assignments at the weekend, they
look after themselves with whatever they can nd in the fridge or with
‘ready meals’ from the supermarket.
The quality of the meals prepared for us is excellent from food either
delivered or with shopping by the House Manager who is an ordained
member of the community.
Most of us in the past did bear the ‘heat of the day’ during our missionary
service in the Philippines, Korea, or Peru / Chile with none of the ‘home
comforts’ we enjoy here at home. We lived among the poor communities
of our parishes and so were fully aware of the problems of the day-to-day
poverty most people endured and continue to endure to this day.
That should have made us more aware of similar problems of poor
families here at home but, apart from a few Columbans engaged in local
relief programmes, we are largely isolated or have isolated ourselves
from parish initiatives that contribute to supporting the poorer members
of the community. Those engaged in parish mission appeals do tell the
people, through their own experience, that the problems of injustice and
poverty is a global reality.
Sadly, the effects of the corona virus and lockdown etc. have encouraged
isolation and the bubble we live in.
I feel we Columbans have become more sel sh in our approach to life.
Interest in the news presented by the media, much of it negative, is

received with indifference. “Not really our problem!” and so life goes on!
There is concern of course expressed largely in our ‘Prayers of the
Faithful’ at our daily community mass, and many of us are frustrated at
the state of the country at the social, political and spiritual levels. Those
of us engaged pastorally in parishes do have the opportunity sometimes
to express various issues through our preaching.
I am so grateful for the opportunity, albeit limited mostly to weekends, to
engage with the people of All Saints and Our Lady of Lourdes parishes. It
gets me out of St Columban’s for a few days and is a reminder that there
is life outside the bubble!
Another aspect of community life at St Columban’s which is very
frustrating, is our ‘fear’ of expressing our feelings or of confronting each
other in case we cause ‘upset’ and disturb the harmony of the house with
unpleasantness. We then ‘bottle up’ those feelings which produces
‘moodiness’ and silences which, psychologically, can be unhealthy.
We used to have regular ‘house meetings’ when different domestic
issues could be addressed, but unfortunately these meetings have
lapsed, and I assume most people found them a ‘waste of time’. I should
have voiced my feelings about this and other concerns, but I seem to
have ‘joined the club’ and prefer the ‘easy life’.
I am glad I have expressed the realities of community life this week and
maybe I should share them with the Columban community as well as
through the parish newsletter. Watch this space!!
Fr Bernard 7th August 2022

Help for Households
Might be of help to our readers or you may wish to
pass it on to others in these dif cult times
Communicating Help for House holds and cost of living.

Archbishop Wester: The Catholic
Church should baptize children of
same-sex couples
John WesterJuly 31, 2022

Pope Francis greets Archbishop John C. Wester of Santa Fe, N.M.,
during an audience with U.S. bishops making their "ad limina" visits
to the Vatican Feb. 10, 2020. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)
Editor’s Note: In some Catholic dioceses and parishes, the question of
whether to baptize the children of same-sex couples is not disputed.
The child, say some dioceses and parishes, should be treated like any
other children whose parents present them for the sacrament of
baptism. In other dioceses and parishes, the approach is far different,
with some couples being turned away. Here, Archbishop John C.
Wester of Santa Fe, N.M., addresses a pastoral question that has
caused distress in parishes and among same-sex Catholic parents.
The Great Commission, as presented at the end of the Gospel of
Matthew (cf. 28:16-20), could easily be called “The Great Gift,” as the
risen and ascended Christ, who possesses “all power in heaven and on
earth,” empowers the disciples to “make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.”

From that mountaintop 2,000 years ago down to the present age, the
church has been conducting its divine mission and sharing the gift of
baptism with the same generosity with which our Saviour gave it to us.
This generous impulse of the church is mirrored in the Book of Isaiah:
“All you who are thirsty, come to the water! You who have no money,
come, buy grain and eat; Come, buy grain without money, wine and
milk, without cost!” (55:1). Although speaking of the Eucharist, Pope
Francis also captured this theme in his latest apostolic letter,
“Desideria Desideravi.” He wrote: “No one had earned a place at that
Supper. All had been invited. Or better said: all had been drawn there
by the burning desire that Jesus had to eat that Passover with them.”
It is of great concern, therefore, when people are refused the sacrament
of baptism, or any of the sacraments, for that matter. I understand that
the church, as guardian and dispenser of the graces of the sacraments,
must exercise prudence in their celebration and even, in certain serious
and rare cases, refuse the sacraments to some until reconciliation and/
or the lifting of impediments are removed.
Nonetheless, the general disposition of the church is one of hospitality,
openness and welcome, in the spirit of the new evangelization.
Refusing to baptize children of same-sex couples is not in keeping
with this outreach, and I find it quite troubling. To refuse baptism to
these children solely on the basis of the fact that they have same-sex
parents, while possibly done with good intentions, is not supported by
church teaching or practice, in my view.
Let me say from the outset that when a parent (or parents) request
baptism for their child, this is a moment of grace not only for the child
but for the parents as well. Indeed, the first response should never be
“Sure!” or “Nope!” Automatic approvals or blanket refusals are never
good pastoral practices. Rather, the priest, deacon or lay leader should
journey with the parent(s) and help them to understand the beauty,
implications, responsibilities, and rights of this important moment of
faith. This is true for all parents requesting to have their child baptized,
including same-sex couples.
The Vatican II declaration on religious freedom, “Dignitatis Humanae,” states that the family, “since it is a society in its own original
right, has the right freely to live its own domestic religious life under
the guidance of parents. “Hence, not only is the church’s outreach one
of welcome, but it is also incumbent upon the institutional church to
respect the domestic church, the family.
While the ideal family, according to church teaching, is headed by one

father and one mother, in reality we baptize many children from
families who do not live up to this ideal. Some families have only one
parent due to divorce, abandonment or death. Sadly, many families are
fragmented by addiction, violence, dysfunction and poverty. In all of
these cases, I am not aware that the norm is to refuse baptism to their
children.
Rather, we meet these couples where they find themselves and
encourage them to grow in the faith as they pass that faith on to their
children. Yet same-sex couples are at times refused baptism of their
children. Why?
“The general disposition of the church is one of hospitality, openness
and welcome, in the spirit of the new evangelization. Refusing to
baptize children of same-sex couples is not in keeping with this outreach and I find it quite troubling.”
I suspect that same-sex couples’ children are refused baptism because
a judgment has been made that they cannot raise their child in the
Catholic faith as L.G.B.T.Q. parents. This is not true. It is true that
same-sex couples cannot live up to the understanding of marriage intended by God and taught by the church in every respect, but we must
admit that no couple can ever live up to this understanding in every
respect.
In church teaching, marriage is a human reality, consisting in
committed, lifelong, exclusive relationship of total love between one
man and one woman; the marital act is the privileged expression of
that (and requires the complementarity of male and female to be
unitive), and in God’s design, this marital act of love also brings new
life into the world. No wonder that this graced relationship is seen as
analogous to Christ’s bond with the church.
The church’s minister is called to help the couple seeking baptism for
their child to strive to make their marriage ever more attuned to the
church’s understanding of this bond, allowing that this openness to the
faith will give them credibility in raising their children as Catholics.
It is important to keep in mind that the question at hand is the baptism
of the child and not the ability of the parents to live up to all the
church’s teaching on marriage. Just the same, there are substantial,
foundational, and critical elements in the same-sex couples’
relationship that do offer strong assurances that the child will be raised
in the faith.

I want to underscore here the critical importance of love. In the
baptismal rite, the priest or deacon tells the parents that they are “the
first teachers of their children in the ways of faith, bearing witness to
the faith by what they say and do, in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Without a
doubt, same-sex couples are quite capable of teaching their children
about the faith, by living lives that respect others, by remaining
faithful to each other and by loving one another.
God is love and the most fundamental catechesis that a child can
receive is to be loved, to return love and to be a member of a loving
family. All other catechesis is based on this. In addition, same-sex
couples give witness to many other aspects of Catholic life that form a
coherent catechesis for children: commitment, fidelity, self-giving,
honesty, humility, kindness, spiritual depth, church attendance, respect
and so much more. These considerations form the basis for the
specific Catholic teaching that same sex parents give to their children.
Hence, I see no reason why a couple would be refused when they
present their child for baptism based solely on the fact that they are a
same-sex couple.
As a pastor, I am also persuaded to baptize children of same-sex parents because the parents, by requesting baptism for their children, are
showing good faith. The mere fact that they are approaching the Catholic Church in this regard, knowing that their relationship cannot be
recognized as a sacrament, gives evidence that they are serious about
their faith and that they wish to raise their children in that faith. Good
will on their part should be presumed.
This is a time of grace for the parents. The priest, deacon or lay
minister should take advantage of it by spending time with the couple,
exploring the faith with them, challenging them to grow in that faith
and supporting them in their desire follow Christ as Catholics.
I believe that undue attention given to the fact that the couple is gay
blinds the church’s minister to the abundance of positive and virtuous
qualities that abide in their relationship.
Moreover, the believing community into which the child is initiated,
and which is represented by the godparents, is also responsible for the
deepening of the faith in this child. The church has always pointed to
the Body of Christ as an integral part of the faith development of the
newly baptized. Years ago, when missionaries asked Rome if they
could baptize children even if the parents had not converted, they were
told that the community assumes the responsibility of raising the
children in the Catholic faith.

This is lived out quite well by the multitude of religious education
teachers in our parishes and schools. It is also exemplified in our
parishes as children are catechized by the celebration of the Eucharist
and the witness given by the parishioners throughout the week. In
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, we are given a beautiful
reflection on the community of faith into which the baptized are
initiated and which becomes a conduit of grace for the newly initiated
(Nos. 1267-71).
“Without a doubt, same-sex couples are quite capable of teaching their
children about the faith, by living lives that respect others, by
remaining faithful to each other and by loving one another.”
Scripture also gives us guidance in approaching the question at hand.
The Gospel of Mark shows that Jesus responds generously to the
father who wanted his son cured of a mute spirit (9:14-29). Even
though the father’s faith was weak (“I do believe, help my unbelief!”),
Jesus performed the miracle and cured his son. L.G.B.T.Q. parents
who believe, though aware of their own challenges to faith, are no less
worthy, by having their child baptized, of the healing sought by the
man in Mark’s Gospel.
In the ninth chapter of John’s Gospel, we see that Jesus rejects the idea
that children are punished for the actions of their parents. This
trajectory of grace leads me to the view that the children of same-sex
parents should not be refused baptism on the basis of their parents’
same-sex relationship alone.
The church’s proclivity to baptize is captured in the Acts of the
Apostles (8:26-40). The words jump out with enthusiasm and joy as
the Ethiopian eunuch says: “Look there is water. What is to prevent
my being baptised?” The chariot was ordered to stop then and there,
and Philip baptized him. Jesus echoed this impulse to baptize in Matthew’s Gospel: “Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them;
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these” (19:14).
L.G.B.T.Q. parents who strive to live and love their Catholic faith may
rightly ask, like the Ethiopian in Acts, “What prevents us from
baptizing our child?” I believe that the answer is: Nothing. “All you
who are thirsty, come to the water!” (Is 55:1).

Mass and Service Times this week
All Saints

Sun

Sat

7th

7th

6th

5.00pm

9.30am

5.00pm

Jim Davis

Patricia McElroy

Family of Tom Connor
11.00 am

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sun

Our Lady of Lourdes

Refugees Throughout The World

Mon
9th

8th

No Service

Mary Bowdren

No Service

No Service

No Service

No Service

Tues
10th

No Service

No Service

Wed
11th

Special Int

Maureen Nolan (int) Sick

No Service

Thurs
12th

5.00pm

Peter & Margaret Hunter
Golden Wedding Anniversary

7.30pm

Frid

13th

9.30am

Patrick Lally

No Service

Sat

14th

5.00pm

7.30pm

Sun

15th

11.00 am

Sun

