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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 17th July 2022 (C)

This Week’s Readings
First Reading

Genesis 18:1-10

Psalm

Psalm 14(15):2-5

Second Reading

Colossians 1:24-28

Gospel

Luke 10:38-42
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The RC Diocese of Shrewsbury is a registered charity No. 234025

Website: https://ourparishes.church

CONTACT DETAILS

All Saints
164 Carrington Lane
Ashton-on-Mersey
M33 5WL
Telephone:
0161 962 4444
Our Lady of Lourdes
Chapel Lane
Partington
M31 4EZ
Telephone:
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NEXT
WEEK’S
READINGS
First Reading
Genesis 18:20-32
Psalm
Psalm 137(138):1-3,68
Second Reading
Colossians 2:12-14
Gospel
Luke 11:1-13

REFLECTION
The contrast is between two types of food, both
of which we need in life.
A principal part of Christian life is our listening to
the word of God like Mary. That’s where we nd
the motivation to nd God in the pots and pans
and ordinariness, where most of us spend our
lives, like Martha.
Someone said – ‘my children have left home,
now I can serve the Lord!’ If she had listened to
the word, she would have known that in loving
her children she served God!
Listen in peace – Martha was warned about fretting and worry. The quality of her cooking was
not in question! The better part is to listen so
that we can work in service of others with love.
Love grows at the feet of the Lord.
Otherwise our service can be grudging. Why
should I do it all? Or self-serving – look how
lovely my tea is! Or fussy – ‘have another cup’.
Prayer teaches us to serve others with love.
Jesus reveals himself everywhere and in
everyone. But our ears are attuned by prayer
with him. We learn his language and listen. If we
spend time at his feet, we will be helped to recognise him everywhere.
So the lady in question – she had served God all
her life. She had the prayer part. If we give time
to the better part – listening in prayer, then we
will nd the better part in service too, while
knowing our service is valued.

Today’s Mass
Psalm
The just will live in the presence of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our heart, O Lord,
to accept the words of your Son.
Alleluia!

All Parishes
LENTERN PROJECT
A huge thank you to all who donated, we raised a fantastic amount of
£2,800. As a result 40 families next week through two of our parish
schools receive £70 voucher, this will be of great help to so many families
who will miss out on free school meals with Summer Holidays.
Thanks to all who gave and great to see our communities as always
respond to the needs of others.

CAFOD/REFUGEE
Now that the Lenten Project is over, the jars will return, one for CAFOD
and one for Refugee family. Also the wall xing will return for the Roof
fund. These will be there if you wish to support these three worthy
causes.
OUR LADYS HELP NEEDED
We ask your continued prayers for Margaret Cornwall who has just
returned home. Please keep Margaret and Dave in your prayers. Also we
now need more volunteers, people to come to the plate to help with
church and also bring Communion to our sick and housebound. If you
can help in any way, have a word with Fr Ned or Josie Winsor, or email us
on our3parishes@gmail.com. We really do need more help now.

ALL SAINTS COLLECTION
Thank you to all of you who give each week to our collection, for 3
Masses we are averaging £800/£900, not to mention standing orders.
This is a very good collection and is needed more that ever for the
upkeep to the parish. Thank you so much and please continue to keep
giving as it is needed so much more.
BIDDING PRAYERS
Thanks to all those who signed up, the prayers need to be dropped in to
us or emailed to us by the Friday evening. Here is a reminder for next few
weeks.
July 16th/17th Paul Goddard
23rd/24th Anna & Shelagh
30th/31st Marion Lyons
Thank you to all who have put their name forward to write our Bidding
Prayers.

MONDAY CLUB
This week we have a ‘gentle’ Quiz for the honour of winning the Quiz
Cup !!
We will also continue to take bookings for our Trip to Whitby on 8 August
- still some places left

SUNDAY COLLECTION 10th July 2022
Offertory - All Saints 10/07/2022 £928.84
Offertory - OLOL 10/07/2022 £315.03
- Thank you all once again for your continuous generosity.

RCIA
In anticipation and looking towards Sept/Oct, we are asking for
volunteers to join us and journey with the new people as they learn more
about our faith. You would be expected to do one week a month for an
hour in the evening up to Easter and basically your faith is walking with
others who are inquiring. We did a drive last year for Con rmation
Volunteers and it was a huge success and so hopefully we can get ready
to set this RCIA group up for Sept/October start. If you can help, have a
word with Fr Ned and we will put this advert again until the end of
Summer.

SCHOOLS OUT!
All our schools are closing for the Summer and we wish all the children,
parents and staff a relaxing and enjoyable Summer Holiday.
Looking forward to celebrating School Masses
in the coming week.
Year 6,we wish you all the best and blessings for your new beginnings.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES

BBQ RETURN
The date is now xed and will take place Friday 2nd September at
7.00pm. In order for this to happen, we ask for a few volunteers who will
do the cooking and preparations. If you can help, have a word with Fr
Ned Thank you
CHRISTMAS CONCERT / CHOIR
This will take place Thursday 15th December, another date to put in your
diary.
FLOWER ROTA
Team A - Mary W & Anita H
Team B - Sue U & Lynn B
Team C - Eileen S & Marjorie
July - 22nd 29th
A

B

Our Family Have Arrived.
I would like to begin by saying that the family are settling in well
in their new house. They are very grateful for their lovely home
and they're ready to learn English and make a new life here. It
would not be appropriate to broadcast their details, so we will
call them Eric and Annie, for now. Eric and Annie, and their
beautiful children, arrived safely at Manchester Airport on 22nd
June. They were utterly exhausted and emotional as they have
had to leave their extended family behind in Lebanon. They had
been under the impression that they would be living in a
different city so their arrival in their new home in Manchester
came as a little bit of a shock to them.
Our volunteers have been using their experience and
knowledge to ensure that we provided a comfortable, culturally
sensitive, and welcoming home for the family. The interpreter
explained that the word ‘home for Syrians means ‘country’ so
when we told them they were going ‘home’, after a walk in the
park, they misunderstood we have to use the word ‘house’.
The volunteers prepared bedrooms for the children and a
beautiful large cot that had been donated, had been placed in
the parents’ bedroom for the baby. The little girl who is three,
and the boy, who is five, saw their new bedrooms and without
flinching, followed their parents into their room. When they saw
the cot, they both climbed in and cuddled up together: it was an
unforgettable moment.

Naturally, Mum and Dad were overwhelmed and exhausted and
they thanked us over and over again. The interpreters told us
that the family said they can tell how kind we all are. They spoke
very little English but one word that they did say was ‘Thank
you’. Mum cried and Dad was ‘frozen’ with feelings of being
overwhelmed. We know that behind their beautiful, kind eyes,
there is so much pain.
Many people, some who are not members of the parish and are
not Christians, donated items and told us to ask, if there was
anything else they could do. At the beginning of the process,

many volunteers said they didn’t think they had much to offer,
but they have done a whole variety of things to enable us to
welcome them: these include writing an application form,
viewing properties, liaising with the Housing Trust, buying a
house liaising with the Home Office, liaising with Trafford,
resubmitting the application form, decorating, cleaning, re
decorating after rewiring, cleaning again, gardening, collecting
and sorting clothes donations, buying equipment, bedding
acquiring furniture and fittings, cleaning and fixing donations
and soft furnishings, acquiring items from Facebook recycling
pages and charity shops, sorting out finances, liaising with
schools, writing a welcome letter, preparing a fact sheet,
researching and preparing a welcome booklet, buying food,
English lessons and spending time with the family to help
orientate them in their local area. Yesterday, we accompanied
them to the shops and explained the phenomenon of the ‘middle
aisle’ in a certain food supermarket, where they can buy low
priced goods. We also needed to explain the subtle difference
between checking out at this store compared to other
supermarkets! Only yesterday, Eric said via google translate, ‘I
am sorry for my many requests, I am embarrassed to ask,’ to
which I replied, ‘Please do not worry we are very pleased to
help you’. This particular translating app has been invaluable
but it does have its quirks. One day, it translated ‘Tomorrow, Pat
will come and help you go to the shops as, ‘Tomorrow, a parrot
will come and take you to Hong Kong’. They were very
confused.
The most important thing that many, many people did
without leaving their armchairs was to pray for the success
of the project. It's clear to us as volunteers, that several things
that we thought would never work out right, just did: things just
fell into place and it seems clear that the Holy Spirit is definitely
involved. Indeed, there have been many times that we realised
we needed something and almost miraculously they have
become available. Yesterday, I put a call out on our neighbours
WhatsApp group to ask if anyone knew anyone who had a bike
for a five year old boy and a scooter/or bike for a 3 year old girl.
Within twenty minutes, a neighbour knocked on the door with
one of each.

At the beginning of the project, we had 54 volunteers and even
though some people were unable to continue, their presence at
the start of the process was a visible sign that the parish was
behind the project. The galvanising effect that this gave, cannot
be underestimated: it gave the lead volunteers the courage to
believe that the idea had legs.
We understood that some people have genuine concerns that
we should be helping our own first, as there are so many people
who are struggling in this country. It may help them to know that
many of our volunteers are members of the SVP and they are
already involved in helping the poor, sick and lonely in the local
area. The SVP is always looking for volunteers.
For those who think there are too many people to help, so
what's the point, what difference does it make, let me leave you
with this image…
A man walked on the beach and saw thousands and thousands
of starfish washed up on the shore: if they didn't return to the
sea, they would die. He saw a woman throwing starfish back
into the sea, one by one, and said,
‘There are too many to help, what’s the point of doing that?
What difference does it make?’
The woman replied, ‘ I made a difference to that one, and that
one…’.
We can’t do everything, but we can all do something. This
is only the beginning of our journey to support this family
for the next 12-24 months. There are plenty of little things
we can each do to help. Some people were in a position to
make significant contributions. Thank you, to our anonymous
donor who gave us the initial donation of £10,000 to begin this
project and another anonymous donor who offered up to
£50,000 towards the house. Only recently someone donated a
much-needed new laptop and wishes to remain anonymous.
This could not have happened without them. Other donations
have included a pair of scissors and a mop and bucket. All of
your donations, no matter how small have been very gratefully
received.
We would like to thank you all for the support you have given to
this family and the volunteers. We do hope that more of you will
choose to join us. If you would like to volunteer, it is never too
late, please contact one of us and we will help you to join us.
Please contact Teresa McGeough 07395354931

News from Solihull July 2022

Fr Bernard

bernymcdermott@gmail.com 17th

I often get ‘feedback’ on the state of the Church from my two sisters Una
and Eileen. Their critical comments question the life-style of we priests
and why so many continue to wear ‘black’ clerical shirts with a big white
collar?
My experience in the Philippines was that I never wore a clerical collar! ..I
never owned one!!!
This was partly due to the hot climate and also the local custom of clerical
dress which didn’t include the wearing of a clerical collar. On formal
occasions priests are commonly seen in a white shirt with a small medal
cross on the collar. White cassocks are worn around the church and take
the place of the ‘alb’ for liturgical use.
Since I have been home, I have been influenced by my missionary
experience in the Philippines and generally I don’t wear a clerical shirt
with collar unless the occasion demands. eg. wedding/ funerals etc. or
where it seems important to be recognised as a priest out of respect for
those hosting such events. The practice here at home in UK / Ireland has
traditionally been for priests to wear a clerical collar / shirt for most
occasions formal and informal but for some priests this practice has
changed gradually over the years for a number of reasons.
I have felt for some years that the image of the priest is in need of reform
and ‘clericalism’ has been the root cause for these reforms. The clerical
collar is just one symbol of clericalism which has come to represent much
of what is wrong with the catholic priesthood.
What is clericalism? The Association of U.S. Catholic Priests put out a
white paper on clericalism in June 2019. It de nes clericalism as "an expectation, leading to abuses of power, that ordained ministers are better
than and should be over everyone else among the People of God."If the
priesthood is to be reformed, we must tackle the disease of clericalism. It
won't be easy. Clericalism is so deeply ingrained in our structures and
way of thinking that we almost can't imagine how things could be otherwise. In his 2018 "Letter to the People of God," Pope Francis condemned
the sins of sexual abuse and the abuse of power in the church. He linked

In other words: clerics (bishops and priests) are often trained to think
they are set apart from and set above everyone else in the church.
Their word is not to be questioned. Their behaviour is not to be
questioned. Their lifestyle is not be questioned. They rule over the
church as if they were feudal lords in a feudal society. That is often how
they see themselves — lords of the manor, complete with coats of
arms, titles of nobility and all the perks that go with "superiority."
It is not just clerics who are clerical. The laity often foster clericalism by
always deferring to "Father" and putting "Father" on a pedestal.
Clericalism is experienced in thousands of words and deeds that add
up to a "culture" or atmosphere. Clericalism shows itself when:People say, "Nothing is too good for "Father." Or, "Father never
picks up the cheque "
Priests and bishops spend large amounts of parish and diocesan
money on themselves, with no accountability. E.g., redecorating
the presbytery, taking expensive trips at church expense,
When the priest says, "This is my parish. My way or the highway."
When young aspiring seminarians wear clerical garb to set
themselves apart.
When parents tell their children, "Never question a priest."
When people say that "the priests are 'next to God.' "
When bishops prioritise avoiding scandal over protecting victims
of abuse by priests.
When thriving parishes are closed because there is a shortage of
priests when there are deacons and lay people readily available
to keep the community going.
Pope Francis sadly has experienced much opposition to his reforms
from many bishops and priests who are reluctant to acknowledge that
‘times they are a changing’. It is now time to put an end to clericalism
and recognise the gifts and talents of the laity and particularly the
women to take our church forward to a new and bright future.
Fr Bernard, 17th July 2022

For the first time ever, Pope
Francis appoints three women to
the Vatican office that selects
bishops
Gerard O’Connell July 13, 2022

Pope Francis greets Sister Raffaella Petrini, an Italian member of the
U.S.-based Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist, at the Vatican Dec. 3,
2015. The pope has named Sister Petrini to be secretary-general of the
office governing Vatican City State. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Continuing with determination to open up new positions of
responsibility for women in the Roman Curia, Pope Francis has
appointed three women as members of the Dicastery for Bishops, the
Vatican announced today. It is the first time ever that women have
been given this role.
The first of the three is the Italian Raffaella Petrini, F.S.E., a member
of the Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist. She has been the
highest-ranking woman in the Vatican since Francis appointed her as
Secretary General of the Governorate of the Vatican City State in
2021. A former university professor and official at the Dicastery for
the Evangelization of Peoples, Sister Petrini holds a doctorate in social

science, a master’s degree of science in organizational behaviour and
a degree in political science.
The second woman to be appointed is a French-born woman religious,
Yvonne Reungoat, F.M.A. She holds degrees in history and
geography and in 2008 was elected as the first non-Italian superior
general of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, the women’s
branch of the Salesians. In 2018, Sister Reungoat was elected as
president of the Union of Major Superiors of Italy, and the following
year, Pope Francis appointed her as one of the first seven women
members of the Dicastery for Institutes of Consecrated Life and
Societies of Apostolic Life. Today, the pope has given her an even
more important role by designating her as a member of the Dicastery
for Bishops.
Pope Francis has appointed three women as members of the Dicastery
for Bishops, the Vatican announced today. It is the first time ever that
women have been given this role.
The third woman is Argentinian-born Maria Lia Zervino, the president
of the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations and a
member of the Association of Consecrated Servant Virgins
(Asociación de Vírgenes Consagradas Servidoras) that was founded in
Buenos Aires. Francis has known her since he was archbishop of
Buenos Aires, and last year, she wrote an open letter to him to thank
him for all he has done for the church since becoming pope, but also
appealing to him to give more space and a greater role to women in
the church.
These three highly qualified and dynamic women will join some 30
cardinals and bishops for regular meetings at the Vatican, roughly
every two weeks, to select, vote upon and present to the pope the
names of the persons they consider as the most suitable candidates to
be bishops in Europe, North and South America, Oceania and several
countries in Asia.
Breaking the news of their appointments at midday, July 13, the
Vatican also announced that Pope Francis has appointed 11 clerics—
cardinals, cardinals-elect and bishops—to the Dicastery for Bishops.
They include cardinals Anders Arborelius, O.C.D. (Sweden), Jose F.
Advincula (the Philippines), José Tolentino de Mendonça (Portugal
and Vatican), Mario Grech, (Malta and the Synod of Bishops), and the
cardinals-elect: Arthur Roche (England and Vatican), Lazzaro You
Heung-sik, (South Korea and Vatican), Jean-Marc Aveline, (France);
Oscar Cantoni (Italy).

Mass and Service Times this week
All Saints

16th
9.30am

5.00pm

Dave & Mary Jackson
Thanks Giving

Liam Daly

Eileen & Joe Mulroe

Our Lady of Lourdes

Sat
17th
5.00pm

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sun
17th

All Saints Year 6 Farewell Mass

No Service

Frid

Thurs

Wed

23rd

22nd

21st

9.30am

5.00pm

Margaret Waldron

Ruby Wedding
Pam & Ged

Birdie McMorrow

7.30pm

11.00 am

Margaret & Dave Cornwall (int)
SVP

Margaret Cornwall (Int)

No Service

Kath King

Sun

18th
6.00pm

All Saints School Mass
(no evening Mass)

No Service

Sat

24th

5.00pm

11.00 am

Mon
19th
9.30am

Requiem Mass
Margaret Waldron

No Service

Sun

24th

No Service

Tues
20th
10.00am

No Service

Sun

