


which life depends. The future of life on this earth, which God created
and which "he saw was good" (Genesis 1:21, 25), hangs in the balance.
Humans are unequivocally driving global warming. It is beyond doubt that
climate change is being caused by what we have done - and continue to
do - in upsetting nature's equilibrium and balance.

"Over the past eighteen months, the Covid-19 pandemic has brought
home to us in frightening and tragic ways the fragility of our lives, and
how fleeting are many of the networks on which we have come to
depend. Our planet and its social organisation are as fragile as they are
complex. What we need to realise is that, over the coming decades, the
issues currently arising from climate change will impact far more on us
than those from the coronavirus pandemic. Indeed, the havoc of the
pandemic will pale when compared to that of climate change.

"This pastoral letter, which | have titled, The Cry of the Earth, the Cry of
the Poor, approaches the climate catastrophe from the perspective of
faith. That is not to say, it excludes the insights and contribution of the
natural sciences. On the contrary, healthy faith takes on board what God
says through creation (see Dei Verbum 3). Faith and science are not
opponents; in a truly Christian view, faith and reason - fides et ratio - go
hand in hand. God reveals himself through the world. That is the heart of
our Catholic faith. Scientists have issued a "code red" not just for the
environment, but for humanity itself. God now calls us, individually and
collectively, to work for the good of the planet and the good of all. Let us
not fool ourselves: there can be no enduring response to the cry of the
earth without responding to the need for justice and dignity.

"This pastoral is an extended engagement with the vast and complex
reality of climate. A long document, it seeks to dialogue with the varied
views and voices, both religious and cultural, which seek to cast light on

the crisis. All too often 'religion' appears as if it is no more than an



intellectual failure of nerve. However, true religion is not a flight from the
world: faith that is alive provides a framework for people to make
decisions and take action. As a Church, and as a society, we need to
reflect with greater depth, urgency, and seriousness about what we must
do. This extensive pastoral is in the service of that deeper reflection. If
not for your own sake, then for the sake of your children, and for the
world's children, consider dedicating some time to the issues raised in its
pages.

"One possible next step for communities and parishes might be to
consider signing the 'Healthy Planet - Healthy People' petition. Endorsed
by the Holy See, this petition, aimed at the UN Climate Conference (Cop
26), advocates for an agreement that limits warming to 1.5 degrees, while
protecting and supporting those most affected by the climate crisis. The
cry of the earth and the cry of the poor go hand in hand.

For the Holy See the 'Healthy Planet - Healthy People' petition is a key
advocacy action for this year's Season of Creation.

Communities, people in parishes and dioceses, as well as religious
congregations, are encouraged to sign the petition by going to https:/
Another step might be to engage with the Laudato Si Prize, an initiative
of the Archdiocese of Dublin to incentivise imaginative and bold
responses in the face of the climate catastrophe, and the vision for which
is laid out in the pastoral.

It is important to be clear: there is a cost in addressing the climate crisis.
As well as financial cost, we will have to embrace lifestyle change. It
requires many perspective shifts-political, social, economic and ecclesial.
The challenge is to discover how we can live more sustainably, more

responsibly, and more humanly in our common home. Christ came not



only to call us to a new way of living, but He came to empower us to live
in that new way. Christ has not left us; our Lord has not abandoned us,
for, in the words of Pope Francis:

Christ has united himself definitively to our earth,
and his love constantly impels us to find new ways forward. (LS 245)

May Christ's faith and courage, give us the hope and strength to embrace
what we now have to do, in the face of what has become humanity's
defining challenge.



A PRAYER FOR OUR EARTH
All-powerful God,

you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your
creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love, hat we may protect life and
beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming
no one.
O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten
of this earth, so precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not
prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of
the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe
and contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with
every creature as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.

Amen



For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, Mission

A two-year 'synodal' process is taking place in the Catholic
Church from October 2021 that culminates in the final
Synod Gathering of Bishops in Rome in October 2023. The
overall theme is "For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation, Mission".

It's an invitation for us, as Catholics, to ‘walk together" and
every member of the Church has the right to speak, and
the obligation to allow those charged with the work of
discernment the freedom to do so.

For the first time, the Synod Office in Rome has produced a
comprehensive process which encompasses the stated aim
of the Holy Father that the Church in today's world should
have a vision of missionary communion orientated to
evangelisation.

The Process

The process begins in the Particular (or Local) Church and
then moves to the level of the Bishops' Conference. From
there, discernment takes place in the Regional Area - for
England and Wales, it would be steered by the European
Council of Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE) - before moving to
the Universal Church with the final Synod Gathering of



Bishops in 2023, sub et cum Petro.

You can read more on the Bishops’ Conference Synodal Pro-
cess page. You can also download a printable PDF of this in-
formation. In addition, we have answered some Frequently

Asked Questions on the Synodal Process.
CBCEW - Synodal Process

Timeline

The Synod, which presents itself as a real “synodal time”, will
be opened by Pope Francis on9-10 October 2021 and
subsequently in the individual dioceses by the respective
bishops, on 17 October.

As highlighted above, the synodal journey will then be
marked by three phases:

Diocesan Phase (Local)

October 2021 - April 2022

During which each individual faithful can participate in the
diocesan consultation. This phase will end locally with a
pre-synodal assembly: the culminating moment of diocesan
discernment.

National Phase

A period of discernment will begin for bishops gathered in an
assembly (Episcopal Conference). They will listen to what the
Spirit has inspired in the churches entrusted to them. A



‘synthesis’ will be drafted and in due course sent to the
General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops along with the
contributions of each of the local churches (before April
2022).

Continental Phase

September 2022 - March 2023

Which will have the task of discussing the text of the
first Instrumentum Laboris.

Synod of Bishops (Rome)

October 2023

Finally, the synodal journey will culminate with the
celebration of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the
Synod of Bishops on the theme “For a synodal Church:
communion, participation and mission”.



From the Catholic Church reform international website: Pope
Francis has opened the door as wide as he possibly can inviting
the people to speak out while all but forcing the bishops to
listen to their people. This month he's given us a window of
opportunity-but it is a narrow one (between October 2021 and
April 2022). Once that window closes the chance for the people
to have any influence will be over. Join with people around the
world by signing this petition to ensure that we, the people, will
be included in this all important synodal process. There is also
here a sample letter you can send to your Bishop.

https//:www.petitions.netpopefranciswantstohearfromthepeople

see also  https//:www.catholicchurchreform.org/216

In July CAFOD arranged a webinar with Christopher lamb,
Rome correspondent for The Tablet to help our understanding
of synodality, why it is critical for all of us to participate and
what it means for our global church.

If you've missed this CAFOD webinar you can catch up here
https.//www.bigmarker.com/cafod/Synod?bmid=c827d76be60a




Mass and Service Times this week
SEPT All Saints Our Lady of Lourdes
23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
Sat 4th 5.00pm James Walsh & James Booth
Sun 5th 9.30am Jack (Thanksgiving) 11.00 am P&B&M
Sun 5th 5.00pm Anne & Patrick McCormack

Mon.  6th No Service No Service

[Tues. 7th No Service 7.30pm Margaret Coffey

Wed. 8th 7.30pm Bridie O Reilly No Service

Thurs 9th 7.30pm Eileen McCann No Service

Friday 10th No Service
24th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Sat 11th 5.00pm Robert Gresty

Sun 12th 9.30am 50th Wedding Anniversary 11.00 am Bridget Mary Hardy

Sun 12th 5.00pm Maureen Gomulko




Mass and Service Times this week
SEPT All Saints Our Lady of Lourdes
24th Sunday of Ordinary Time
ISat 11th 5.00pm Robert Gresty
[Sun 12th 9.30am 50th Wedding Anniversary 11.00 am Bridget Mary Hardy
Sun 12th 5.00pm Maureen Gomulko

Mon.  13th No Service No Service
Tues. 14th No Service 7.30pm Special Intention (N)
Wed. 15th 7.30pm Special Intention No Service
[Thurs  16th 7.30pm Special Intention (Hannah) No Service
Friday 17th No Service No Service
25th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Special Intention
Sat 18th 5.00pm (Brenda Barnes)
ISun 19th 9.30am Alan Ridgeway 11.00 am Margaret Murray
[Sun 19th 5.00pm Tom & Anne




Mass and Service Times this week
SEPT All Saints Our Lady of Lourdes
25th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Sat  18th | 5.00pm w__wﬁo_“m_m_ Hmmﬁ%ﬂ
Sun 19th 9.30am Alan Ridgeway 11.00 am Margaret Murray
Sun 19th 5.00pm Maureen Duddy

Mon.  20th No Service No Service

Tues. 21st No Service 7.30pm Lois

Wed. 22nd 7.30pm Meg Caffrey No Service

Thurs  23rd No Service No Service

Friday 24th No Service No Service
26th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Sat 25th 5.00pm Fred Griffith

Sun 26th 9.30am Paul Meakin ( Anniversary) 11.00 am Bridget Mary Hardy

Sun 26th 5.00pm Bridie Dunphy




