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So all that needs to be said is we hope you enjoy
the magazine and we hope you all have a great
summer and enjoy yourselves wherever you may go.
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Parishes’ Information & Mass Times

Parish Priest: Fr Ned Wall. Telephone: 0161 962 4444
Permanent Deacons: Anthony Caffrey & John Conway.
All Baptisms and Weddings by Appointment with the
Parish Secretary on Wednesday 10am till 6pm for
All Saints and St Margaret Ward. Appointments for Our
Lady of Lourdes on Thursday from 2pm till 6pm.

All Saints, 164 Carrington Lane, Ashton-on-Mersey.
Sunday Mass: 9.30am, 5.00pm. Holy Days: As announced.
Weekdays: Friday 9.15am. Wednesday 7.30pm. A Mass will
be available on Friday’s at 7.30pm (August to December)
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat 11am - 11.30am
or on request.

St Margaret Ward, Cherry Lane, Sale.
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Terry Burke, Steve McNicholas, Kevin Lee.
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Sunday Mass: Saturday Vigil 5.30pm.
Holy Days: As announced
Weekdays: Tuesday 9.15am, Thursday 7.30pm.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: On request.

Our Lady of Lourdes, Chapel Lane, Partington.
Sunday Mass: 11am. Holy Days: As announced
Weekdays: Tuesday 7.30pm. Friday: 12.15pm.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: On request.
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Easter Pilgrimage
to the Holy Land
- Following in the footsteps of Jesus
By Bernie and Aubrey Banner
From the 15th to the 23rd April, we had the privilege of visiting the
Holy Land, and participating in a wonderful pilgrimage, a life changing experience. We travelled with a group of 59 from Walthamstow in
east London, led by Father Brian, and organised by a retired school
teacher called Joe. We also had the advantage of an experienced
local Catholic guide who could speak four languages. We also were
accompanied by a lady from the travel company, who ensured our
comfort throughout the trip.
We arrived early in the morning at Ben Gurion airport in Tel Aviv, and
then travelled by coach to Nazareth in Galilee, where we were to spend
two nights. After a little rest, we visited the Basilica and the Grotto of
the Annunciation, and then St Joseph’s workshop and the Synagogue
of Jesus. It was quite amazing to walk around the places where Jesus
had lived with Mary and Joseph, where, as a little boy, he had played
and run around, where he had grown up and worked with St Joseph in
his workshop. During the afternoon, we visited Cana in Galilee, where
Jesus performed his first miracle, turning water into wine at the
marriage feast of a friend. Here, also, the married couples among us
took the opportunity to renew our wedding vows.
The next day we went to Tiberias, and enjoyed a trip on the Sea of
Galilee in a reproduction of a boat of 2000 years ago. It was a wonderful experience to realise that Jesus had fished in this sea, had talked
to His apostles on its shores, and walked on its waters. These events
came alive for us there. Some of us also took the opportunity to receive
the Sacrament of Reconciliation while on the boat. Once on shore again,
we went to the Mount of the Beatitudes, Jesus’s town of Capernaum,
and St Peter’s Primacy, where Jesus said to Peter, “Simon Peter, do you
love me? Feed my sheep.” We finished the day at the River Jordan to
renew our baptismal vows. It was a very emotional to realise that Jesus
was himself baptised here by John the Baptist.
On Good Friday we were taken to Mount Tabor and to the Basilica of
the Transfiguration at the top, where Peter saw a vision of Jesus transfigured, together with Moses and Elijah. Then it was back in the coach
and on to Jerusalem and the Old City. We went to the Wailing Wall,
St Anne’s Church (the home of Our Lady), and the Pool of Bethesda,
followed by the Basilica of Ecce Homo, Pilate’s Court, the Crowning with
Thorns and the Condemnation Chapels. We then had Stations of the
Cross as we walked along the Via Dolorosa.
This week was the time of the Jewish Passover, happening to coincide
with Easter, and Jerusalem was extremely crowded, making progress
along the narrow shopping passageways very difficult and causing
reflections of the painful journey of Jesus through the same area.
With an early start the next day, we visited the shrine of Our Lady, the
birthplace of John the Baptist, and then on to Bethany to see the Church
of Lazarus, who Jesus raised from the dead. This was followed by a

drive to Jericho and the Mount of Temptation of Jesus. We couldn’t be in
Jericho without going to see the Sycamore tree, which Zacchaeus, of short
stature, climbed in order to get a better view of Jesus passing by. In the
afternoon we went to the Dead Sea for the “floating experience”. We were
told that this is the lowest place on Earth, at 700 ft. below sea level. The
temperature here was 38 degrees C (102 F).
On Easter Sunday, we walked from our hotel to Manger Square to visit the
Franciscan Church of the Nativity and the Grotto of the Nativity below it. We
touched the Star at the exact spot that Jesus was born. Father Brian then
celebrated Mass in the local convent church. The next visit was back to the
Old City of Jerusalem, arriving at the Jaffa Gate from where we walked to
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre with the opportunity to pray in front of the
Holy Tomb of the Resurrection, the exact place where Jesus rose from the
dead. We felt both very humble and joyful, and very grateful to God.
The next day we were driven to the Mount of Olives, just across the Kidron
Valley from Jerusalem, and went to the Ascension Dome, and walked down
to Dominus Flevit, where Jesus wept over Jerusalem, and then on down the
hill to the Garden of Gethsemane and the Basilica. Then it was coach again
to Mt Zion and the Upper Room Chapel and then King David’s Tomb. The
Pater Noster Grotto, where the apostles asked Jesus to teach them to pray,
was where Jesus gave them the Lord’s Prayer. It is wonderful to think that
this has since been prayed countless times all over the world
Our last visit of the day was to St Peter’s in Gallicantu, where Jesus was
imprisoned in a dungeon after His mock trial. It was a real emotional shock
to realise that Jesus was kept there the night before he was crucified.
To be in the Holy Land during the Holy season of Easter was indeed a
wonderful experience and privilege. We arrived home extremely tired, but
sad that our pilgrimage to the Holy Land had come to an end.
This account simply gives a brief idea of the immense treasures to be
encountered there.
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The Humour of Marriage and Life
A reflection by Deacon John Conway.

“God whose throne is in heaven sits
laughing” (Psalm 2:4)

In the beginning there was a wedding. In
the beginning there was the bonding of
man and woman symbolically represented
by Adam and Eve. Adam and Eve did not
have any mother-in-law problems!!
In the beginning there was a covenant
(Berith, Hebrew word literally meaning
‘between two’) and this was a solemn bonding
created and sustained between two equals
by the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the
God of extravagant and limitless love. The
Jewish tradition makes the point that the
numerical value of the Hebrew word for love
(AHAVAH) equals that of the word for one
(ECHAD). Adam and Eve had each found
their ‘soul-friend’ their ‘Anam Cara’ in Celtic
spirituality or in the Buddhist tradition they had
become ‘Kalyana Nitra’ (mutual noble friends).
They had become one person without losing
their unique separate identities. This union of
the divine and the human was the beginning of
the revelation of God’s laughter and sense of
humour - God as the Divine Comedian. How
do you make God laugh? Tell him your future
plans!

5

In the Old testament one of the funniest incidents recorded in the book of Genesis (Chapters 8 and 21) is the story of Abraham and
Sarah. In their old age God revealed to them
the promise that they were to have a son, even
though Sarah was well beyond child-bearing
years. Sarah thought this was impossible and

she laughed at God’s promise - her laughter
was one of incredulity and astonishment. But
God’s promise was fulfilled and she bore a son
and called him Isaac. In Hebrew ‘Isaac’ means
‘laughter’. And God had the last laugh. God is
funny.

5

There is a lovely virtue in Christian theology.
It is sometimes called the ‘Forgotten Virtue’
- the virtue of EUTRAPELIA, the virtue of a
sense of humour, of serious playfulness and
laughter. Humour and its response, laughter,
are indispensable for a happy life and
marriage. But humour without faith can lead
to despair and faith without humour can lead
to arrogance and intolerance. Humour - God’s
gift to us all - is the affectionate and loving
communication of the insight into the meaning
of married love. It is here we discover, perhaps
for the first time, the beauty of the shining tension between the human and the divine.
Humour, comedy and laughter are the most
humanising gifts we have from the God of
love, a power greater than ourselves, whether
that God is known or anonymous. They enable
us to celebrate the paradoxes in life that we all
experience with varying degrees of intensity
and immensity - joy and sorrow, hope and
despair, love and hatred, life and death and of
who we really are in the presence of the Divine
Comedian.
By laughing at ourselves we accept humbly
the divine and human reality - part wise and
part foolish, part failure and part success. No
wonder GK Chesterton defined laughter as

4

‘beautiful madness’ and Baudelaire defined
laughter as the ‘joy of growing up’. It is in that
recognition of who we really are in the presence of the God of Laughter that we discover
a sense of balance, the balance between the
human and the divine, the balance of a sense
of humour (Eutrapelia).
It is good to recall and treasure that in the
Muslim tradition there is the perceptive and
hope-filled observation that ‘those who make
their companions laugh deserve Heaven’.
‘God whose throne is in heaven sits laughing’
(Psalm 2:4). The English word ‘laughter’ has
its roots in the Sanskrit word ‘Lokha’ which
means trying to belch while riding on the back
of a yak in full flight. To become fluent in the
language of authentic love (Agape Ahabah)
there are only two words - HEART (Hebrew
LEB Greek Kardia) and HAND (Hebrew Yad
Greek Cheir)

5

The heart of unconditional forgiveness is a
divine gift and blessing. To err is human and
to forgive is divine. The open hand, not the
clenched fist, is the hand of genuine friendship
and reconciliation and is the outward sign of
forgiveness. And forgiveness is freedom from
the past personal hurts and resentments in
order to prepare and plan for a better future.
Never let the slugs of unforgiveness enter the
garden of a love relationship.
The main verbs of all human life are: Amo,
Rideo, Lacrimo, Ludo, Spero, Spiro, Vivo,
Memini, Gaudeo. Ergo sum -

I love, I laugh, I cry, I play. I hope,
I breathe, I live, I remember,
I rejoice.
Therefore I am.

My Journey of Faith
Fr Bernard tells us of his life as a Missionary
Hello everyone. May I start by thanking all the parishioners, from all our three
parishes, for the wonderful way my 40th anniversary was celebrated by you all.
My thanks for all the lovely gifts, cards and kind words that were offered,
and for making it a most warm and humbling experience.
I have been asked by The Trinity to give you a potted history of my
journey of faith, and what a journey it has been. Well here goes.
In 1979 I returned home to take up an appointment as
Vocations Director in Britain, and was involved in school missions
(Caring Church Weeks) for 4 years, which was very challenging
but also enjoyable.
From 1982 I was assigned to Taiwan, as part of small team of
Columbans, to engage the people in a cross-faith intercultural
dialogue ministry. Very different from the Philippines experience
and I struggled to gain a fluency with the Chinese language. This
was a good experience which gave me a different perspective on
my mission, but not a highlight of my missionary life!!
1988 saw me doing a period of study, after which I joined the
Mission Education Team back in England. This involved visiting
different parishes for Mission appeals etc. I was elected (appointed) 1st director of a newly formed Columban region of Britain
(separate from Ireland), and for 4 years I was leader of the region
which was a great challenge and responsibility.
In 1992 I returned to the Philippines and resumed a parish
ministry in another very poor parish in Mindanao. At this time
the Church in the Philippines was gaining in confidence, with
their own clergy gradually taking over from missionaries like the
Columbans. I returned home in 1996 when my father became
very sick and remained at home after dad died. I was then
assigned to a Columban parish in Widnes, and in 2002 was
re-elected as Regional Director for another 6 years and then
returned again to the Philippines for another short assignment.
In 2005 I developed asthma. This prevented me taking up an
assignment in Burma (Myanmar), so I was asked to go to
Australia to help re-organise their Mission Education Programme.
I was assigned to Melbourne, and the Columban house in
Essendon. 2009 saw me being seconded back to the Diocese
of Shrewsbury. I wanted to return to a parish ministry and Bishop
Noble welcomed me into the Diocese on a 4 year loan.
Around 2012, the Solihull community requested my return.
Personnel problems had become very difficult, and so I took up
my present assignment as House Manager, with pastoral involvement with the three parishes of All Saints’, St Margaret Ward and
Our Lady’s (Trinity) at weekends. So, that’s the story to date, and
I’m looking forward to getting to know you all a little better over
the coming months.

I was born in the November of 1943. My parents, Joseph and
Helen McDermott lived in Norris Rd, Sale with my two sisters
Una and Eileen. I had a happy childhood with my schooling at
St Joseph’s followed by De La Salle, Pendleton, Salford.
In 1961 I started work at the Inland Revenue, both in
Manchester and London. After 4 years with the Revenue I moved
to British Petroleum (BP) as a Personal Tax Advisor. In 1969 my
life took a totally different direction when realizing my vocation,
I applied and was accepted by the Missionary Society of St
Columban – the Columban Fathers, as a candidate for the
missionary priesthood. Studying at the St Columban’s seminary
in Navan, Ireland.
After five years of study I was finally ordained to the priesthood
on the 21st April at St Joseph’s Church here in Sale, by Bishop
John Brewer. What a day! I was quickly assigned to the
Philippines, along with five other classmates from Ireland.
Appointed to the island of Mindanao in the southern Philippines
and to a Language School, to learn the language, for 12 months.
Martial Law which had been enforced in the early years, made
our ministry difficult and different!! Very challenging. Following
the Language School, I was a assigned to a parish in Tangub
with 56,000 catholics, spread in a wide mountainous area, which
in parts was very inaccessible.
Two priests had to minister to all those people, typical of many
parishes in that diocese. We created a model for the church, so
that basic Christian communities could be self-sufficient, selfgoverning etc. and not reliant on a priest!! The Columbans set up
a formation programme for the laity to train leaders from different
villages (barrios). This was very successful and in this way the
faith has been passed on and developed over the years.
Great emphasis was placed on ‘options for the poor’, as the
social condition of the people was one of poverty, with a small
minority of the population controlling most of the wealth and
resources. This was a very challenging time for me, when I really
felt that I was being ‘formed’ by the people, through their deep
faith and struggle for justice. Malnutrition was a major problem
with children dying at a very young age. We also initiated a
community-based health programme in an attempt to combat the
poverty and malnutrition.

Whatever the
occasion

Established
1984

Specialists in Lettings & Property Management
We offer a competitive, friendly
& Professional service for all
your property needs.
We have registered prospective
tenants looking to move in and
around the Sale area at the
earliest opportunity.

0161 973 7229

256 Marsland Road, Sale

Do you have a
property that meets
their requirements?

See us at www.kenfraserflorist.co.uk

As a member of Interflora, FTD we can arrange your flower
delivery Locally, Nationally and Internationally.
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cravenproperties.co.uk

Call Today: 0161 973 6969

1st Ashton-on-Mersey North Brownies
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As Girlguiding celebrates 100 years of Brownies,
1st Ashton-on-Mersey North is celebrating it’s
30th Birthday. The pack was started in 1984 by
Joan Beswick in All Saint’s school hall then moved
to the Youth Centre when it opened in 1985.

To celebrate the event we held a Birthday party and the Guest of Honour
was Joan. Sue Raby, Sale Division Commissioner and Brownie Guider
at St.Margaret Ward Church together with Margaret Holt, who was the
District Commissioner in 1990-94, joined some of our past leaders in the
celebration. They told the girls about when they were Leaders and what the
Brownies did then. In 19.. they attended the Brownie Guides 75th Birthday
Celebrations. In 1988 they went Tree Planting and a visit to the Guides
International Camp held at Tatton Park .
We were grateful to have had some ladies helping us keep track of our
girls over the day due to the vast number of girls there. Birthday cake
and drinks were enjoyed by all. The pack welcomed many girls under the
Leadership of Joan, Rose Listern, Madeline Rickard, Shiela Horbury, Trish
Coppock and Jacqueline Rodgers. In 1992 two of the current Leaders,
Win Meakin, Brown Owl, and Carolyn Moore, Tawny Owl, took over and 22
years later are still enjoying the fun with the girls on a Wednesday night.
Vicky Green ,Sue Perkins and Heather Loynd (Snowy Owls) have given
their time to helping run the pack. Justine Parker, Wise Owl, joined Win and
Carolyn in 2006. We are always ready to welcome new girls. We are always
sad to see the older girls move on to Guides but we have watched them
grow and know they are ready to move on to new adventures.
Trips to Chester Zoo, Sealife world, The Owl Sanctuary, Martin Mere, are
just a few of the fun day trips we have had. Not only is it a great day out
but the girls learn thing too. In June we will be having our annual Pack
Holiday (our 20th). We have a different theme every year. In 1994 it was
‘Alice in Wonderland’. The holiday home is decorated in line with the theme
and the girls make theme related crafts and games are adapted. Since then
we have been Santa’s elves and helped Santa prepare for Christmas, been
down on the farm, travelled the world and eaten meals from the different
countries and had a wonderful weekend in ‘space’ looking at the planets
and stars in the solar system, all in 24 hours!

have been known to talk about the next holiday whilst finishing the clearing
up! (Madness). We have been very lucky to have parents and friends who
will share their skills and talents with our girls. Our longest serving helper
Barbara McGeagh has attended every Pack Holiday and helps us when we
need an extra pair of hands on a Wednesday night.
Last year Bette Gardner invited the girls to her home to show them around
her garden and help them earn their ‘Gardeners’ interest badge. One of the
Brownie mum’s took our ‘Birthday Celebration’ pictures for us and we now all
have a lovely memento of the evening to go into our special Brownie Scrapbook. We are grateful to have such kind ‘friends’ always willing to help us. If
you have a skill that you could share with the girls please let us know.
Brownies are encourage to ‘do their best’ and ‘think of others before
themselves’. They have done various fund raising events from bring and buy,
sponsored silence (that was a peaceful session) for the units’ funds or their
chosen charities. They enjoy making and selling their cakes on a Sunday
morning , and helping at the Summer fair. Girls start Brownies when they are
7 years old and then move on to Guides at 10 years. We watch them grow
and miss them when they leave. There is now a section for 5-7 year old girls
in the Youth Centre-RAINBOWS- which is run by Jennie Woodhams on a
Tuesday night. Brownies and Rainbows is fun for the girls but so is being
an Adult Leader!

Birthday Celebrations Theme

To finish our birthday celebrations this years’ theme is ‘Cupcakes’. So lots
of cupcakes and birthday party food.(the healthy stuff isn’t mentioned as it
boring!) Being away with their Brownie friends is the Big Adventure especially for those who have not been away from home before. The girls look
after each other and are keen to get ‘one more holiday in’ before they move
on to Guides. They all help with the household jobs, love to help prepare
and cook meals and don’t even moan when they have to wash up.
New skills are learnt, crafts made, Interest Badges earned. They play,
sing, but most of all have lots of fun together. Giggles and chatter at
bedtime are the norm even though they are tired after a busy day. They ask
at 6am if it’s time to get up as they are ready to start the day as there is so
much to do. A blurry eyed Guider obliges and makes the first brew of the
day so that those who want to stay in bed a little longer are not disturbed.
The cooks cannot lie in too long though as we want our breakfast please.
Weather permitting it’s lovely to sit outside and discuss what they day has
to offer and watch the wildlife run around the field playing.
Jennie Woodhams has been involved with the pack since she was a
Brownie herself and over the years has given us her time and support.
Together with Barbara McGeagh they keep us well fed and watered over the
weekend,- Brownies are always hungry and Guiders ready for a cuppa! The
Guider’s go home tired but delighted that the girls have had fun and they
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Superb Collection of Specially Crafted

Christening Outfits
Fantastic Selection of
Boys Suits and
Rompers.
Girls Dresses
and Robes in
White & Ivory.
Shawls & Shoes

Uniforms

Through the years...

Full Uniforms for
• Beavers • Cubs
• Scouts • Explorers
• Rainbows
• Brownies • Guides

Uniforms Stocked
for most Local Schools

Petites Modes

9 Tatton Road, Sale. Tel: 0161 973 4231
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The Three Parishes Trip to the

The Thiepval Memorial

WW 1 Battlefields,
Northern France
by Barbara & Keith Jones. Pictures by Mike Chidgey

Dring! Dring! Grope for the alarm. Surely it can’t be 4.30 a.m.
already! O yes! Ted’s instructions were quite clear. “Be at All
Saints at 6 o’clock and DON’T BE LATE!!”
Our Shearings coach arrived on time; the 22 of us clambered aboard,
some more sprightly than others, it must be admitted and after a brief halt in
Partington to complete the group we set off for Dover en route to the North of
France and the legendary battlefield sites of the 1914-1918 “War to end all
wars”. A short stop at the Stratton Interchange near Lymm; refresher breaks
at Northampton and Hythe, by which time we had collected enough “pilgrims”
before boarding the ferry to Calais. The Hotel des Acacias in Neuville N.E. of
Lille is just short of the French-Belgian border within easy reach of the 100
year-old cemeteries and battle sites.
Most of us had recognised familiar faces at the start; the new additions soon
introduced themselves as we found that the majority of us had some family
connection with participants in war, hoped to locate particular graves, often of
a grandfather, or were simply interested in finding out more about momentous
names, places and events of 100 years ago. The CWGC (Commonwealth
War Graves Commission) which maintains all the cemeteries can provide
detailed information of the precise location of all the graves - Mike and Nina,
for example, knew on which face and on which panel of the huge monument at
Thiepval the name they sought was to be found! The appropriate camera lens
displayed details with remarkable clarity.
Our first full day’s exploration began with a visit to the Essex Farm
Cemetery, later to Ieper, known to most of us as Ypres, one of the crucial
battlefields of the war. Our guide was Simone, immensely knowledgeable,
deeply involved with her subject and with a captivating way of conveying to
us relevant information without overwhelming us with facts. She began with
the well-known poem, “In Flanders Fields”, composed by the Canadian army
doctor, John McCrae:
“In Flanders fields the poppies grow
between the crosses row on row . . . . . “
Upsetting though the first cemetery was, it did little to prepare us for
Passchendaele, a small village and the site of the 3rd Battle if Ypres. The
loss of life was astronomical. The Tyne Cot Memorial Wall to the Missing is
engraved with c. 33,000 names of the missing, and therefore unidentified. It
is the largest Commonwealth cemetery in the world. In addition to the wall are
12,000 headstones in perfect alignment and immaculately maintained. The
sight of so many “crosses, row on row” was very moving,
The day’s lunch break gave ample opportunity for us to dwell on the
inevitable horrors of war, its futility and wasteful loss of life, partially preparing
us for the afternoon’s devastating shock of the Flanders Museum in Ypres.
Newsreels accompanied maps, accounts of battles, regalia in the form of
uniforms, weapons, photographs and the inevitable unbelievable statistics.
We returned to the hotel considerably sobered by what we had seen.
The coach driver, Chris, took us everywhere. Having travelled all over
Europe for more than 30 years, with his encyclopaedic mind he was well able
to fill the many gaps in our knowledge, regaling us at the same time with a
ready smattering of amusing jokes. His witty tale of the bowler hat on the sand
made us roar and was an effective antidote to the appalling descriptions of
suffering and distress we had heard of not so long ago. The following day,
Tuesday, left us with little opportunity for laughter.
Our guide was Conrad, whose approach was as interesting and helpful as
Simone’s. As we toured the cemeteries, one particular issue soon became
apparent, namely that although we were mainly concerned with the involvement of Allied Troops, in particular those of Great Britain, there were huge
numbers of Germans who gave up their lives for their country. Langemark
is one of only 4 World War 1 German cemeteries in the Flanders region.
Although there are some Allied war graves, the vast majority, more than 44
thousand, are German. Of these approximately 8 thousand are still unknown.
About 3 thousand graves were those of young student volunteers who had
died in the Battle of Langemark in 1914. As a result the cemetery became
known as “der Studentenfriedhof”, “The Student Cemetery”. One most meaningful structure is the grey/black statue of 4 soldiers staring silently across the
graves at the war dead. The sculptor carved no expressions on their faces.
The Battle of Vimy Ridge was part of the Battle of Arras not far from our
hotel. The Ridge itself rises gradually on one side and more steeply on the
other, but is high enough to provide an excellent panoramic view of the
surrounding countryside from a very advantageous position. By 1917 it was

held by the Germans, but then came under attack by Canadian and British
troops. As the chalk was soft, conditions were ideal for the use of underground
tunnelling. This was undertaken by the British tunnellers some 10 metres
below ground. Lessons had been learnt from the heavy French defeat at the
Battle of Verdun in 1915, helping the Canadians to capture the ridge in 1917,
though not without cost, for 3,598 Canadians gave their lives. The huge,
twin-pyloned white monument which towers strikingly into the sky is made from
limestone transported from present-day Croatia and was built in 1922. The
land around the site is still honeycombed with wartime tunnels, craters and
trenches.
It would be interesting to record in detail all the sites we were able to visit
and which made a great impression, but space is at a premium, For instance,
the first day of the Battle of the Somme, July 1st, 1916, at Beaumont-Hamel
the Newfoundland Regiment who suffered staggering casualties (86% of its
full strength); the great caribou at the highest point of the cemetery which was
the emblem of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment; the battlefield is much as
it was 100 years ago; the Lochnagar Mine Crater, 100m in diameter and 30m
deep, where the massive explosion and the “afterfighting” caused the death of
thousands of British (Northumberland), German and French troops.
The Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme Battlefields bears the
names of 72 thousand men from the U.K. and S. African forces. The list began
on the Menen Gate and completed at Thiepval. The impressive dedication to
“the glorious dead” was not to be missed. So, in the absence of any inclement
weather forecast most of the group set out up the steady climb to the top of the
hill. Top coats were unnecessary – we thought!
Once we reached open ground, the heavens opened. We quickly learned the
meaning of “deluge”, for within seconds we were thoroughly drenched. Few
had umbrellas, fewer wore jackets. Photos show a scattering of “drowned rats”
cowering amidst trees which offered virtually no protection. After c.30 minutes,
the downpour ceased and we managed to reach the summit to appreciate the
magnificence of the structure dominating the surrounding countryside. On our
return to the hotel, a change into warm clothes/a shower/a bath were a “must”.
Lesson learnt!!
Our last evening at the Menen Gate, where a crowd of thousands witnessed
the daily laying of wreaths, followed by 4 buglers playing the Last Post will
surely remain in all our minds. For so many visitors this will not be the last visit
to these memorable places and recall the sacrifices made by the hundreds of
thousands who never returned.
The journey impacted in a different way on our parish representatives by
allowing us to share unforgettable experiences; meeting and creating new
friendships; bringing us closer together.
Finally, we must extend a huge vote of thanks to Ted and Clare for their time
and effort organising this trip, which everyone agrees, was
a great and enjoyable experience.
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McHale & Co
Solicitors

McHale & Co Solicitors is a privately
owned law firm started by Altrincham
resident Andrew McHale more than
10 years ago.
If you need help with:

Preparing a Will
Dealing with someone’s
estate after they have died
Buying or selling a house

Please get in touch.
We offer free home visits,
late night Thursday opening and
free initial consultations.

Q

World War 1 Battlefields
Coach Trip

Call us on

0161
928 3848
or drop us an email at

24th May - 28th May 2015

Q

mch@mchaleandco.co.uk

Every year thousands of people visit battlefields, whether
to visit the grave of a loved one, or just out of curiosity and
a desire to learn more about world history.
The Battlefield Tour is carefully planned to suit anyone
with an interest in the First World War. Whether you’re a
relative or just have a general interest, specialist
battlefield tour guides will take you on an interesting
journey of discovery, recreating the events of each battle
and visiting museums such as the Flanders Fields
Museum and the World War 1 Museum.
Ted Duszynski will be organising a trip to the Battlefields
in May 2015. This is open to any parishioners, in any of our
parishes. The cost will be £365 Half Board.
The trip is with Shearings Travel.
There will be a Deposit of £65 payable by cheque to Ted,
together with your Name as on Passport with your
Contact Number.

Demolition

For Further Details Phone 07749897397

Commercial and Industrial Demolition
Asbestos Removal
Site Clearance
CDM Principle Contractor

Q

Haulage

Optometrist & Contact Lens Practitioner

Bulk Excavation
Tipper Hire
Suppliers of Recycled Aggregates and Soils
Tipping Facilities

We provide a full vision care service:
Eye Examinations including
Assessments for Eye Diseases,
Digital Retinal Photographs,
OCT Scanning, Diabetic Eye Checks
as well as a full Contact Lens Service.

Remediation

Contaminated Land Treatment and Removal
Site Remediation
Earthworks
Engineering and Validation

At David Arnold Opticians, we go to great lengths to
ensure your visit is warm, friendly and informative.

17 Green Lane,
Ashton-on-Mersey,
Sale M33 5PN

Frank O’Gara & Sons Ltd

Large Selection
of Designer Frames

Sorby Road, Northbank Industrial Park,
Irlam, Manchester M44 5BA
Telephone 0161 775 4587 Web www.ogara.co.uk

(0161) 973 3674
La rg e Ra ng e
of Ch ild re n’s
Fr am es

www.david-arnold.co.uk
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After graduating in July 2013, I decided that the time
was right to step out of my comfort zone by volunteering overseas and as a weekly volunteer at Manchester
Children’s Hospital, I was particularly interested in a
children based project - The Valley of the Moon
Children’s Centre in Mallasa, on the outskirts of La Paz,
seemed the perfect place. I have known about the
Up Close Bolivia volunteer programme for a long time
and talking to Emma during her visit to Manchester last
summer, reaffirmed my interest and motivation to go out
and be a part of this inspiring project. It also helped to
chat with past volunteers from our own Parishes,
Liz Moley and Rachel Chidgey, who gave me lots of
useful advice and made me even more eager to travel
to Bolivia.
Up Close was set up by Emma and her husband Rolando and it
is a community-based organisation that facilitates empowering
and authentic cultural experiences to live and do voluntary work
with local communities in the outskirts of La Paz. In addition to the
Children’s Centre, their projects include after school clubs, football
clubs, zoo and environmental work, as well as art projects around
the village. Everything they do is always for and with the local
community.
I arrived in La Paz on the 17th September and was relieved not
to need the oxygen cylinders and masks awaiting new arrivals who
frequently struggle with altitude sickness at El Alto, the world’s
highest airport. Although I was slightly overwhelmed by my new
environment and anxious about overcoming language barriers,
I was immediately welcomed to the ‘Casa Mendoza Donlan’ and
made to feel like part of the family. It is truly remarkable that Emma,
Rolando and their children, David and Bell never seem to tire of
receiving an endless stream of travellers and volunteers from
across the globe.
They are a wonderful family who not only share their beautiful
surroundings and home with us all but also their love, friendship and compassion for others. During my stay, there were five
volunteers on a three month placement through the International
Citizen Service programme as well as a Canadian couple and a
British couple who were Work Away volunteers. Anahi, my Up Close
coordinator, also helped me settle in by showing me around
Mallasa and Jupapina and her reassuring and friendly manner
was so encouraging.
A Very Special Place
Our first visit to the Children’s Centre reminded me why I had said
goodbye to Manchester, taken three planes and travelled for 24
hours. This very special place literally oozes love and all the smiling
faces made me feel so welcome. The Children’s Centre or as it is
known locally, Centro Infantil, is now run by local women, and is for
local children, many from poor backgrounds, aged six months to
four years. Many children arrive underweight and malnourished so
as well as providing a safe and stimulating environment, one of the
centre’s aims is to ensure the children grow up to be healthy.
Nourishing meals are prepared and cooked on the premises and
Maxima the cook, does an amazing job each day in providing
nearly ninety children with breakfast, lunch of soup and a main
course then 2 snacks of fruit and bread as well as nutritious drinks.
Some of the money I brought out from Fr Ned and our three Parishes was used to buy much needed equipment and supplies for
the kitchen as well as help towards the centre’s day to day
running costs. Your donations also helped towards the building
of a greenhouse which will provide vegetables and salads throughout the year.
My first day at Centro Infantil was slightly daunting as I quickly
realised that the children and staff spoke no English and I would be
relying on my long forgotten GCSE Spanish. It was quite overwhelming and I worried that this might hold me back in getting to
know the children and staff. Fortunately, by the end of my first week
I had built relationships with each of the children, knew the daily
routine and felt that I was finally able to be a useful and proactive
member of the team.
The first two weeks was spent with Tia Pilar and her class of 3
and 4 year olds where there is a fairly structured day starting with

- My time
as a volunteer

By Alice Kelly
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breakfast, toileting, clearing up then educational songs and
activities, fruit, play then toileting, lunch, toileting again then clearing up again. When I finished for the afternoon, I then went off for
Spanish lessons although it was sometimes difficult to keep awake!
When another volunteer, Laura, left to continue her travels, I was
assigned to Tia Cleydi’s class of 1 and 2 year olds.
The little ones have boundless energy and there are so many of
them running around - ‘full on’ is possibly the only way to describe
this age group and I think I hit a new level of exhaustion those first
few days! They arrive before 8.30am so they can have breakfast
by 9am and though many are from poor backgrounds, the children
always arrive dressed in layers of lovely warm clothing, carrying
their little rucksacks or wheelie cases with a change of clothes and
a nappy. The day is a series of toileting duties, washing hands and
faces, feeding and clearing up, play activity then laying them down
to sleep for a nap.
Donations from our Parishes
The classrooms can get very cold especially in the winter months
so it has made a massive difference having the mattresses and
carpets, all provided with money donated from our Parishes last
year and bought on your behalf by Liz Moley during her visit.
The fun part was playing and interacting with the children. It was
lovely to discover each child’s unique personality and even if one
or two were a little mischievous at times, they were all so loving
and sweet that it was impossible to be cross with them with their
beaming smiles and arms outstretched for a hug.
One little boy in particular was quite a handful, but after a few
weeks of learning how to deal with his tantrums and understanding his personality, I began to really see his loving and affectionate
side and realised that sometimes all he needed was a reminder
that he was loved and valued, and of course, a great big hug! The
hardworking Tias do this so well and their love for every child is
clear for all to see.
During my time in Bolivia I tried to fit in some travelling on my free
weekends and journeyed to Peru on my own, visiting the breathtaking site of Machu Picchu and the beautiful city of Cusco. The
opportunity to cycle down the infamous ‘Death Road’ was an experience I just couldn’t resist though there were so many scary moments, I genuinely wondered if I would live to collect my ‘I survived
Death Road’ t-shirt! I also spent a weekend in Salar de Uyuni (also
known as the Salt Flats) with Katriina, Robyn and Harriet – three of
my housemates and fellow volunteers. After zip-lining over cactus
fields, sleeping in a salt hotel, cycling across the salt plains and
visiting a volcano, we returned to Jupapina on a 12 hour non-stop
coach journey, which was an experience in itself!

‘‘

It was really
difficult saying
goodbye to
everyone I
had come
to know
and love.

‘‘

‘‘

One of the
loveliest things
about Bolivian
culture is the
friendliness of
everyone.

‘‘

Even travelling to and from La Paz on the erratically driven mini
buses, known as ‘collectivos,’ provided a regular adrenalin rush.
This is the cheapest and most common form of transport and I had
a real sense of achievement the first time I ventured onto one alone
and successfully made it to my intended destination. One of the
loveliest things about Bolivian culture is the friendliness of everyone, even towards strangers and it is customary to greet everyone
with a ‘Buen Dia!’ or ‘Buenos noches’ as you board the minibus.
Unbelievable Friendliness
I was always amazed at how everyone politely replies - I used to
try and imagine the strange looks I might receive if I stepped onto
a bus in Manchester and greeted each person individually. It was
unusual to go a whole day without meeting someone new who was
interested to find out more about who I was and what I was doing
– with my limited Spanish, these conversations were often challenging but always so enjoyable. As well as working in the Children’s
Centre, I also joined the other volunteers in after school clubs (Nuestro Espacio) and football clubs for some of the older children aged
7 to 12. As schools finish at lunchtime, many children can end up at
home alone or wandering the streets, so this project gives them a
safe place to come and take part in games, crafts and activities.
We also put our artistic skills to the test when we painted a wall

UpClose Bolivia – http://upclosebolivia.org/

mural in Jupapina. Up Close volunteers, along with members of
the local community, work together to enhance the local area and
this has been a very successful project resulting in many beautiful and vibrant wall murals around the village.
My last day at the Valley of the Moon Children’s Centre was an
emotional one and I couldn’t believe how quickly the previous ten
weeks had gone. The Tias had organised a ‘Despedida’ when all
the children sang a goodbye song to me and it was really difficult
saying goodbye to everyone I had come to know and love. As
well as being very moving, it made me feel so fortunate to have
been accepted into their wonderful community and to have had
the opportunity to work with and meet so many lovely people.
I also felt privileged to represent our Parishes - our community
in Sale and the communities of Mallasa and Jupapina share a
special bond of friendship and solidarity which extends across
the miles.
I hope that others from our Parishes might consider experiencing life in Bolivia and if anyone would like more information on Up
Close Bolivia, the Children’s Centre or travel in Bolivia (Emma and
Rolando have just set up an eco campsite in the most stunning
location), then please feel free to send me an email at amk.alice@
googlemail.com
“Be the change you want to see in the world.” Gandhi

Valley of the Moon Children’s Centre – http://boliviavalleymoonchildren.org/wp/
Eco campsite - http://colibricamping.com/
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The Catenians - helping
our young parishioners
discover themselves while
helping others.

Jim Law Reflects
on the Joys and
Responsibilities
of being a Grandparent

Alice to work in Nicaragua

Oh for the joy of being Grandparents? When my wife and I retired
a few years ago, we thought all our days of hard slog were over. It
took us quite awhile to re-adjust and think about the life of luxury
which lay ahead. How wrong we were. On the other hand we were
happy to see more of our grandchildren.
Retirement was the great escape from the so called rat race. Eventually as time passed by we had more time to spend with them. We were
the modern day “role models”? Well we tried to be.
An amusing little story happened when we took our latest grandson
aged two and a half to mass at all Saints one Sunday morning. He was
all washed and dressed and was ready to be picked up from his house
with his dad in attendance. They both got into the car and off we went to
church. On the way he started singing “I am going to mass” repeatedley
until we arrived at the church.
When entering he started to dance the “Gang-Gang” in the aisle, with
enthusiasm and happiness. He danced to the folk choir music as they
tuned up before the mass. Maybe a future choir member or a dancer?
Who knows? I think you can exclude ballet dancing though?
We thought our baby sitting days were over, no way. Our thoughts go
back to our own mum’s and dad’s who were a guiding light in our own
childrens lives. I hope we are doing the same for our grandchildren.
We thank God for our blessings and learn something every day from the
little one’s.
We would be telling lies if we said it was easy to stay afloat. With
God’s help we are still sailing. All grandparents are the salt of the earth
who have such an influence on our own grandchildren. As grandparents
we are “allowed” to go to afternoon school plays and sports days, when
mums and dads are working.
Picking the children up from school is another event in which we
could meet and chat with other parents, as we waited for them to be let
‘loose’? We listened to what they did that day in school. They read to us,
and we encouraged them to read by helping the best way we could.
Family parties were always a get together to share everything.
Christmas Day is so special a celebration with Father Chrismas in
attendance Ho, Ho, Ho. We really feel like grandparents when the older
grandchildren bring along their girl friends or boy friends.
It is so difficult sometimes to remember all the names. We should
have to computer tag them all, or put labels on them? As for being great
grandparents only time will tell. There is no time to be lonely. Mutual
respect is a good thing, especially when they tell us their concerns or
disapointments.
There are no dull moments around, which means they are alive and
well. This article is a snapshot about being a grandparent. May it long
continue to be a great experience.Time goes so fast as the grow up
and develop their own personalities as they start to make their way in
the world. We would not change it for anythling.
Here’s to many, many happy days of grandparenting.

Fr Ned, Alice and Brooklands Circle Charity Officer, Tony Mottram.
Alice (who is 22 years old and attends St. Margaret Ward) will be travelling with 9
other UK volunteers, she will be based South West of the capital Managua, around
the town of Masaya. Alice is being sent by Progressio - which is an International
development charity. Progressio have been sending ICS volunteers (ICS is a UK
government-funded development program), to Nicaragua since October 2012.
Nicaragua is one of the poorest countries in the Western Hemisphere.
Brooklands Circle Charity Officer, Tony Mottram is shown above presenting a
Bursary Fund cheque for £500 to Alice Kelly. Bursary Fund cheques enable young
Catholics to widen their experience while helping the less fortunate.
During her 10 week placement she will be working alongside National Volunteers
on various designated projects. Such varied work may include, working in the fields
with local farmers to running English classes within the community. Once selected on
the ICS programme each volunteer has to raise £800 (which is used to ensure the
continuation of the charity project). Alice had to undertake many fundraising activities
and the generous support of the Catenian Bursary fund helped her to reach the
required target.

Emily volunteers in Sri Lanka

Eileen
McCann
It is with great sadness that we have to report on
the death of Eileen McCann. Eileen, who joined The
Trinity editorial team from the start, wrote a column in
every edition.
Mainly covering Food articles, Eileen took us into the
world of seasonal recipes and how they blended with
religious festivals.
Her experience as a teacher came through with her
Children’s Quiz, which brought enjoyment to so many.
Eileen will be missed by her fellow parishioners
and within the pages of The Trinity. Please remember
Eileen in your prayers.
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From R to L; Fr Ned, Emily, Mike and Emily’s Mum
On Friday 6th June while many were marking the 70th anniversary of D-Day, Emily
Brookbanks of St. Margaret Ward parish, set off on a journey to Sri Lanka where
she will work with orphans of the tsunami. It will be a seven week experience helping
those much less well off than herself.
The journey started some time earlier when she planned to use her skills as a
midwife and volunteer as a midwife in Tanzania. However after the Foreign Office
advised airlines not to fly into Nairobi because of the terrorist situation in East Africa,
her plans were thrown into turmoil. She very hurriedly had to change plans and
the agency coordinating volunteers set up a new destination and task. They also
imposed additional charges.
During Emily’s original planning she applied to the Catenian Association’s Bursary
Fund, a Charity run to support young people as they volunteer throughout the world,
helping disadvantaged communities. The Bursary Fund awarded Emily £400 toward
her expenses. When Mike Chidgey contacted Emily to let her know of the award,
the change of plans were revealed. As President of the local Catenian Circle Mike
consulted with the Circle Officers and the Circle agreed to donate an extra £100
toward the extra costs.
With six days left before Emily flew off on her trip to Sri Lanka she was presented
with two cheques at the Evening Mass at SMW. Emily has promised to send us
updates as her experience unfolds.

The GHOSTBUSTERS!
All Aspects of
Gas & Plumbing Work Undertaken

110 Harboro Rd. Sale
Cheshire M33 6GF
www.lambertphs.co.uk
d.daniel.lambert@gmail.com

Tel: 07510 102394
BROOKIES REMOVALS
Est.
1982
Helpful, friendly staff

L to R - Pat Cook, Barbara McNeil and
Margaret Murray.

The Ghostbusters are three very special ladies in the parish of
Our Lady of Lourdes. Margaret Murray, Pat Cook and Barbara
McNeil are all are very good friends and a real treasure to Our
Lady of Lourdes Parish. The ladies all arrived in Partington
in the late 1950’s early 1960’s and their friendships began
whilst taking their children to school and helping to clean
the church. They all have many memories of the Parish and
Partington at that time.

PROFESSIONAL REMOVERS & STORERS
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

We are a local family run business built on
recommendations who specialise in all size property
removals. We offer a friendly, professional service at an
affordable price

0161 283 0241 0161 282 9886
07836 320 270

They told us that Mass was initially said in the Scout Hut on
Wood Lane as Our Lady’s Church was in the process of being built
and one of Margaret’s children was one of the first to be baptised
in the Scout Hut by our first Priest Fr. Hodgkinson. In the past,
the ladies have seen many Priests come and go from our Parish,
including Fr. Hodgkinson, Fr. Pennington, Fr. Walsh, Fr. Flood,
Fr. English, Fr. Harrison and Fr. Mullaley.
A special memory for Pat was seeing her husband, Norman,
received into the church in the 1980’s - a very special occasion
for all the family. All three ladies play a very active role in the life
of the Parish. Margaret takes responsibility for organising
Events, Pat is a very successful fund raiser, holding many coffee
mornings (which usually run late into the evening) for charities
such as Peru, Bosnia and also for general Parish Funds. Barbara
has a real talent for baking and is always on hand to prepare a
cake for any Parish function - and very nice they are too! Barbara
and Pat always provide tea and coffee after mass and all three
ladies help to clean the church on a regular basis. Where do they
get their energy from?
The ladies are all members of the over 55’s club and have
organised outings to lots of places including Cleveleys and Skipton
on Wednesday afternoons.They have all travelled further afar with
the Parish to Lourdes and to Poland. Whilst visiting Poland they
had the opportunity of visiting the birthplace of Pope John Paul II,
a memory which will always be treasured by them. Margaret
and Pat also travelled with the Parish to Israel where they were
baptised in the River Jordan, another fantastic memory to treasure! They have many more memories, but one which particularly
stands out is the visit to Heaton Park by Pope John Paul II, they
felt that this really united the whole Parish and was an experience
to remember!
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish is very special place to all three ladies. They have seen many changes over the years and lost many
close friends, but they are confident that the Parish will continue to
grow. Their hope is that more younger people will volunteer their
time, just like they have done and feel the same sense of satisfaction that they have over the years.
Margaret, Pat and Barbara, ‘The Ghostbusters’ are invaluable members of Our Lady of Lourdes community. Thank you
for all you do, day in day out for our Parish!

Cartons supplied by us

Packing service
available
WE MAKE
MOVING
STRESS FREE!

MAGUIRE WORKSHOP
SUPPORT LTD
Maguire Workshop Support Ltd with over 30 years experience
in engineering and specifically 15 with Castrol equipment, are
committed to completing all work to customers requirements.
We guarantee all work on installation and service and offer a
rapid response to equipment breakdowns.
• LUBE EQUIPMENT
Oil Pumps, Oil monitoring equipment, Hose Reels,
Oil Guns, Digital Hose End Meters.
• VEHICLE LIFTS, 2/4/ POST
Re-ropes, Re-nuts, Service and Repair.
Insurance Reports. Planned Maintenance. Lift Re-sites.
• GENERAL EQUIPMENT
Transmission Jacks, Trolley Jacks, Jacking Beams.
• WASTE OIL EQUIPMENT
Waste oil units, Pit Oil Collectors,
Waste Oil Pumps.
• PIPE WORK:
BULK OIL,
COMPRESSED AIR,
WASTE OIL
Bulk Oil Tanks.
• AIR COMPRESSORS
Service and Repair.
Full Public Liability Insurance in place.
Risk assessment and
Method Statement supplied upon request.

Maguire Workshop Support Ltd
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14 Ainsdale Drive. Sale. Cheshire. M33 4JU.
Tel: 0161 962 3502
Mobile: 07982 240884
Email: vincent.maguire3@ntlworld.com

Fran Moley takes us through a unique day of celebration....

Fr Bernard - 40 Years a Priest!
The church filled with the sound of the opening hymn, the words
reflected in the smiling faces of the packed congregation.
The procession was led by Kevin Fallon, carrying the crucifix,
who had been the head server at Father Bernard’s ordination
40 years before, accompanied by the All Saints’ servers.
Following Fr Bernard were Fr Ned, Fr Peter Sharrocks from
St Peter’s, Stockport and Canon John Rafferty from St Vincent’s.
Deacons Anthony and John completed the celebrants. Progress
was slow as Fr Bernard spotted so many old friends and familiar
faces but we were all enjoying the singing: “Let us build a house
where love can dwell......all are welcome in this place!”
The music group combined talents from Saint Joseph’s and All
Saints forming a ‘mini-orchestra’ and choir uniquely suited to the
joyful occasion.
After welcoming us all, Fr Bernard offered a personal opening
prayer thanking God for his own family, his Columban family and
all who had loved and supported him in his ministry here, in the
Philippines and in Taiwan.
The first reading was taken from Isaiah....’ How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of one who brings good news’
The psalm was proclaimed in song, led beautifully by a soloist
from Saint Joseph’s.
The second reading was from Ecclesiasticus ‘May he grant us
cheerful hearts and bring peace in our time’ The Gospel from
Matthew 12 recounted Jesus’ admonitions to his disciples not
to allow themselves to be called rabbi, father or teacher; that the
greatest should be as servants.
In his homily Fr Bernard talked of his days as a Columban
missionary in the Philippines and later in Taiwan and said that any
service he had been able to give to these communities had been
returned twenty times over. He recounted his recent visit to retired
brothers in Ireland and praying with them and their Philippine
nurse who was now, by her care, engaged in mission to them.
He talked of his great joy in the words of Pope Francis over the
past year especially in regard to the option for the poor.
The prayers of the faithful were read by Fr Bernard’s sisters Irene
and Una. The presentation of gifts included some very significant
possessions. A bible and chalice were brought to the altar by
Frank and Christine McNulty. They had been presented to Father
Bernard at his ordination in 1974 by his family. A Columban
crucifix was presented next, by David Manson, as a symbol of
missionary commitment and finally the bread and wine were
brought by Sheila Manson.
Fr Bernard was in fine voice as he sang the offertory liturgy.
The less familiar words of the Eucharistic Prayer of Resurrection
had heightened freshness and relevance. The sign of peace took
Fr Bernard all the way to the church door and back again with
smiles all around.
Communion was accompanied by ‘Bread of Life, Truth Eternal’
and ‘O Lord, I Know You Are Near’ with a lovely solo from Vicky.
Then Fr Bernard decided we would sing another so the music
group struck up again with ‘The Lord’s My Shepherd’.
After communion Fr Ned went to the lectern to tell us about
Fr Bernard knocking on his door and asking if he could help him
serve his three parishes and what a welcome visitor he was.
It was the start of a great friendship and they were able to share
their missionary experience and outlook, as well as the parish
work.
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L to R: Fr Peter Sharrocks, Deacon John, Deacon Anthony,
Fr Bernard, Fr Ned and Canon John Rafferty.
The ‘ghost busters’, as Fr Ned calls them, Margaret
Murray, Pat Cook and Barbara McNeil made a presentation to
Fr Bernard on behalf of the three parishes. Father Bernard
responded and thanked everyone for their gifts. The donations
will be split between the Valley of the Moon children’s centre in
Bolivia and a Columban sisters’ nutrition project in Myanmar.
He had us all laughing with his description of himself as a
homeless priest arriving on the doorstep at All Saints, having
been ‘kicked out’ by his sister. He soon adapted to the local diet
of roast chicken with chips from Emilio’s, and the mass rota for
the three parishes, while travelling to the Columban community
in Solihull for Monday to Friday.
He also talked about his time assisting Father Peter Sharrocks
at Stockport, and entertained us with scurrilous impressions.
He sang us an updated version of his very own song ‘The Wild
Columban Boy’ and then progressed smoothly into the final
prayer and blessing.
The combined music group from St Joseph’s and All Saints
struck up the last hymn: ‘Brother, sister, let me serve you.....’
sounding as if they’d been playing and singing together for years.
After five verses, they followed up with two encores: ‘Blessed be
the Lord’ and ‘Though the mountains may fall’
We sprinted the short distance to the hall through the rain,
and then it was time to catch up with old friends and make new
ones. A generous buffet, tea, coffee, the open bar, and two cakes
ensured we were all well catered for.

Pictures: Mike Chidgey

Fr Bernard with his sister Una
Fr Bernard enjoying

the evening with his

sister Eileen and frie

nd Joan

Margaret Murray, Pat Cook, Fr Bernard & Barbara McNeil

Fr Bernard and lon

g time friend Kevin
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Bishop Mark’s Pastoral Visit

Report/Pictures Steve McNicholas

Our Lady’s
- A bright
new look!

By Kath Moore

Bishop Mark, Fr Ned, Deacons Anthony and John, share a
joke before Mass.

In January 2014 parishioners
welcomed the start of the redecoration of the Church which had been
something it was badly in need of.
Various colour schemes were discussed and samples went up
so that everyone could have their say in what was one of the biggest
tasks to take place for many years. Due to Fr. Ned’s persistence we
had at last got the go-ahead to carry out essential maintenance and
refurbishment.
There was an air of excitement in the parish and one Sunday
morning in January, after Mass, everyone helped to move benches
and other essentials to the space at the back of the Alter so that the
workmen could start erecting the scaffolding. We then had
several weeks of worshiping in a building site covered in dust while
the old lights were taken out, the place was re-wired and a complete
re-decoration of the building was carried out. We had a few laughs
and anxious moments when the temporary music equipment either
failed to respond at the correct time or simply gave up the ghost
altogether.
We de-canted to the school hall for one week, and eagerly
anticipated what changes we would find each time we ventured into
the said building site. Eventually after several weeks of disruption,
smells of paint and thinners, and dust everywhere, we were able to use
our beautiful Church again. The place looks beautiful and smells fresh
and clean. The walls, ceiling and pillars are bright and cheerful. Gone
are the red curtains which were made so beautifully and lovingly by
the late Chrissy Power but which were in need of replacing and in their
place are new gold coloured ones which go well with the gold pillars on
the Alter.
Now we are awaiting the arrival of the new carpet, again chosen
from samples shown to the parishioners, and the transformation will be
complete. The parishioners would like to say a big thank you to Fr. Ned
for achieving something that those that have gone before him never
could. Without his hard work and dedication this would never have
happened.

On Saturday 22nd March 2014
Bishop Mark was a welcome
visitor to St Margaret Ward
church and celebrated Mass
with the parishioners.
After Mass he was able to
share some time with the
parishioners as they made
their way to leave church.
Various pictures were taken to
capture the occasion.

Finest Quality Meat
Master Butch
ers
to the Domes
ti
Commercial c,
Catering Trad &
es

• Restaurants • Canteens • Pubs •
• Meat for Buffets & Parties •

53 Wood Lane, Partington, Manchester M31 4LT

Thank You to Glynn Bros for all
your Support over Many years
from all our Three Parishes
Phone or e.mail for details

Telephone: (0161) 775 3103
E.mail: glynnbros@btinternet.com
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The “Only Connect” Wall

The task is to sort the 16 apparently random
words or phrases into 4 groups of 4 connected
words. You may find that some clues fall
into more than 1 group, but there is only ONE
correct solution.
DONG

BAIKAL

OPERA

WILLIAMS

REAL

SON

DINAR

CAREY
HUT
BALA

LUCERNE

NATIONAL

STAND

WONDER
MEAT
LADOGA
MURS

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

16

15

18

17

20

19

21

FORINT

Connect Wall Clues:
a) Music b) Geography c) Money d) Grand

2

1

?

22

26

25

28

33

29

27

30

31

32

34

36

39

24

23

35

37

38

40

Across
1. In Greek legend the wife of Agamemnon whom she killed on his
return from the Trojan War (12)
9. String instrument related to the double bass (4)
10. A tout who advertises a show in a loud voice (6)
12. To banish from one’s country (5)
14. Hungarian who designed a popular ball-point pen (4)
15. ”Chicago White ___”, famous U.S. baseball team (3)
16. Cunning one-eyed giant in Scandinavian mythology whose name
means “demon” (5)
18. The amount of pickled pepper picked by Peter Piper (4)
19. A Paris airport (4)
20. An age of the universe (3)
21. A floating marker used as a warning to ships (4)
22. A frame supporting a picture during painting (5)
25. Abbreviation for a large economic association in Europe (2)
27. Short word for a shop selling cooked meat and pates (4)
29. All right! (2)
31. Popular European car (5)
33. Young girl who fell in love with Hamlet, but later drowns (7)
35. Opposite end of the compass point SW (2)
36. Nickname of Dwight D. Eisenhauer (3)
37. River of Italy (2)
39. Wizard in “The Lord of the Rings” (7)
40. Japanese alcoholic drink (4)

Sports Quiz

1. In which city were the first Modern Olympic Games
held in 1896?
2. What is the name for the jump in ice skating where two
and a half turns are completed in the air?
3. Who was the first World Heavyweight Boxing
Champion under the Queensbury Rules?
4. In which game would you find a “halo”?
5. Which cricketer created a record with 61,237 first class
runs between 1905 & 1935?
6. Which horse racecourse in England has the smallest
track, just 1 mile round?
7. Who is the only present UK athlete to hold a World
Record in a Field Event in athletics?
8. Which city is the home of the soccer club Anderlecht?
9. Prior to 1845 where was the Oxford & Cambridge
Boat Race held?
10. Which is horse racing’s oldest Classic race?

Down
1. Former measure from the elbow to the tip of the big finger (5)
2. Bridge hand with no card higher than a 9 (10)
3. Surname of 2 great “pop” brothers from the 60’s and after (6)
4. Spanish 20th century abstract artist (4)
5. Japanese drama (2)
6. A mid-morning snack (9)
7. Emblem (3 legs) on the flag of the Isle of Man (10)
8. Wife of Nicholas II, evilly influenced by Rasputin (9)
11. Famous French skier who was World Champion and Olympic
Gold Medal Winner (5)
13. ”--- and behold!”; “Would you believe it!” (2)
17. A debauched man (4)
23. From the year of Christ’s Nativity to the present day (2)
24. Deer related to the moose (3)
26. Lively Bohemian 19th century dance (5)
28. Nickname for a medal (4)
30. Canal in North Germany (4)
32. A pack of cards (4)
34. Important Muslim holiday at the end of Ramadan (3)
38. Abbreviation for “outsize” in clothes (2)

1. Athens. 2. A double axel 3. “Gentleman” Jim Corbett.
4. Darts (the wire frame on the dart board). 5. Jack Hobbs.
6. Chester. 7. Jonathan Edwards (Triple Jump). 8. Brussels.
9. Henley. 10. St Leger.
Sports Quiz Answers

Down: 1. Cubit 2. Yarborough 3. Everly 4. Miro 5. No
6. Elevenses 7. Triskelion 8. Alexandra 11. Killy 13. Lo
17. Roue
23. AD
24. Elk
26. Polka 28. Gong
30. Kiel 32. Deck 34. Eid
38. OS
Across: 1.Clytemnestra 9. Viol 10. Barker 12. Exile 14. Biro
15. Sox 16. Troll 18. Peck 19. Orly 20. Eon 21. Buoy
22. Easel 25. EU 27. Deli 29. OK 31. Skoda 33. Ophelia
35. NE 36. Ike 37. Po 39. Gandalf 40. Sake
Solutions to General Knowledge Crossword
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The Human
Skeleton
WORDFIT
The answers to this Crossword are given,
unfortunately the letters of the words are jumbled.
However, you do have some clues to help.
Can you solve the puzzle?

E

G

E

C

B

S
T

E

R

C
T

algeE (5)
raW (3)
uBs (3)
taR (3)
abC (3)
tTsoa (5)

A

Aare (4)
traC (4)
0Tes (4)
Epgyt (5)
arChi (5)
aeS (3)

A
S

The Human Body consists of 206 bones.
The diagram below is labelled. Look at it
carefully. Can you find the medical words for
these parts? For example, the heel bone is also
known as the Tarsus:
a) Kneecap ............... b) Jawbone .................
c) Shinbone .....................
d) Thighbone ............... e) Calfbone ................
f) Breastbone .............. g) Skullbone ...............
h) Collarbone ............ i) Shoulder Blade ............
j) Wrist Bones ................
1) What is the longest bone in the human
body? ...........................
2) What is the longest bone in the
arm? ............................

creamsS (7)
saG (3)
ghEit (5)
Wwasmig (7)
rEas (4)
Abtou (5)

Find the Word

CARPALS

In English there are vowels; A E I O U
In each of the following words the vowels
have been omitted, for example:
TRCTR (TRACTOR) GRDN (GARDEN)
Complete these words.
You may find them at home:

BDRM
BCYCL TLVSN
CMR CPBRD
STRCS TLT
MBL
NWSPPR
PYJMS

TARSUS

Bedroom Bicycle Television Camera Cupboard Staircase
Toilet Mobile Newspaper Pyjamas

a) Patella b) Mandible c) Tibia
d) Femur e) Fibula f) Sternum g) Cranium
h) Clavicle wwi) Scapula j) Carpals
Exra Questions: 1) Femur 2) Humerus

Find the Word Answers

Eagle Cab Screams Toes Area Wigwams War Cart
About Chair Toast Gas Sea Eight Rat Ears Egypt Bus

Human Skeleton Answers

Wordfit Answers
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Sporting
gesture
rewarded
Joseph with his family
after being presented with
his special plaque by retiring
Brooklands Circle President,
Ged Smalley.

On 1st March 2014 the annual Brookland’s Catenian Catholic Primary
School Cross Country Event took place at St Antony’s Catholic College
in Urmston, with All Saint’s Primary School taking part for the first time.
Everybody who attended the event, agreed, the morning had been a
success, even more so as the under 9 boys team had not only won their
event but also Joseph O’Shea, a member of the team, came in a very
creditable 2nd place in the race.
Like all good sporting events after all the races had been
completed, there followed the traditional medal presentation.Medals
were awarded to the first 3 placed runners in each race, together with
the first 4 members of the each winning team.
Upon completion of the medal ceremony, Joseph announced to
Mrs Finan, Acting Head Teacher at All Saints, that he was more than
happy with his medal for coming in second place. He announced that he
would like to give his winning team medal to the runner who had come
in fifth for the team, who had unfortunately just missed out in the medals.
Joseph duly presented his team medal at the following Monday morning
assembly.
Now after hearing about Joseph’s unselfish and kind gesture, the
Brookland Catenian’s wanted to acknowledge his action. After speaking
with the School, Father Ned & importantly Mum & Dad, a special plaque
was presented to Joseph by Father Ned at Mass. Joseph’s action is a
credit to himself, family, school and community, well done Joseph.
The Catenian’s would like to offer a big thank you to all the teaching
staff, parents and budding future Olympians for giving up their Saturday
morning and making this such an enjoyable event.

Who would like afternoon tea?
Observance of this custom originated among the wealthy classes in England
in the 1840’s. By the end of the 19th century, afternoon tea had developed to
its present form and was observed by upper and middle classes.
Traditionally loose tea is brewed in a teapot and served with milk and sugar.
The sugar and caffeine provided fortification against afternoon doldrums
for the working poor of 19th and early 20th century England who had a
significantly lower calorie count and more physically demanding work than
most westerners today. For labourers, the tea was sometimes accompanied
by a small sandwich and a scone. For the more privileged it was
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accompanied by luxury ingredient sandwiches, (such as cucumber, egg
and cress, fish paste, ham and smoked salmon), scones (with clotted cream
and jam), and cakes and pastries.
After a successful trial last year the S.V.P. at St.Margaret Ward decided
to go ahead with afternoon teas in March, with our First Communion class
meeting our older parishioners and some of the people we visit, and in June
when we had strawberries and cream with our afternoon tea. The chance
to talk with old and new friends and with our young children, while enjoying
sandwiches, fruit, scones, cakes and tea, provided a friendly and rewarding
afternoon for all each time.

St Pat’s Charity
Night Dance
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